
 

SERVICE OF 

FAREWELL AND 

GODSPEED 
 

WEEK OF EASTER 5 
 

United Lutheran Seminary 
Gettysburg & Philadelphia 

 

Thursday, May 14, 2020 

7:00 PM 
 

online due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us gather under the wings 

of God’s mercy. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, 

we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to us that 

burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We know that before you 

nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; 

liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
 

Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
 

Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
 



With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all our sins. Christ, the 

dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the 

way of peace. 

Amen 
 

Gathering Song

         



Call to Worship 
Christ the Lord is risen. 

The stone is rolled away! 

Death has now been vanquished. 

The stone is rolled away! 

Come, bow down and worship. 

The stone is rolled away! 

Come, let us adore him. 

The stone is rolled away! 

Give God all the glory. 

The stone is rolled away! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 

another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, 

for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
      

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

                                                          Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; in your righteousness deliver 

me. 
2Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily. Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save 

me. 
3You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and guide me, 
4take me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you are my refuge. 
5Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
 
15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.  (NRSV) 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 

me. Alleluia. 
 

Gospel                                       John 14:1-14 
The scene is Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. It started with him washing their feet as an 

example of the kind of love they should have for each other. Jesus also started talking about his 

‘glorification’ and how he would be heading to a place where they could not come, but that by 

loving each other, they will fulfill the new command Jesus gives them and demonstrate that they 



are his disciples. Peter wonders where Jesus is heading, and Jesus tells him that he will follow 

later… after he has denied him three times yet that night. But Jesus continues… 
 

1 “Don’t let your heart(s) be troubled.  

You (all) believe in God. Also believe in me! 
2 In my Father’s house there are many places to stay.  

Now if it weren’t so, would I tell you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come back!  

And I will take you along with me, in order that where I AM, you also may be. 
4 And where I’m heading, you know the way.” 

5 Thomas says to him, 

“Lord, we don’t know where you’re heading. How are we able to know the way?” 
6 Jesus says to him, 

“I AM the Way and the Truth and the Life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
7 If you have known me, you will also know my Father.  

And from now on, you do know him. 

You have even seen him!” 
8 Philip says to him, 

 “Lord, show us the Father, and that’s enough for us.” 
9 Jesus says to him, 

“For such a long time I’m with you, and you don’t know me, Philip? 

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. 

How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10 You do believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me, don’t you? 

The words that I say to you I don’t speak on my own behalf,  

but the Father who is dwelling in me is doing his works. 

 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me! 

  But if you don’t, then because of the works themselves believe! 

 12 This is most certainly the truth I’m telling you: 

  Anyone who believes in me—the works that I’m doing—they also will do them,  

   even greater works than these they’ll do, 

because I’m going to the Father. 

  13 And whatever you ask in my name, that’s what I will do, 

   in order that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

  14 If you ask for anything in my name, I will do it!”  (MGVH translation) 

 

 

Sermon                                                                                         Professor Mark Vitalis Hoffman 
 

 



Hymn of the Day 

      
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your name, 

      your kingdom come, 

        your will be done, 

          on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

      who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

      now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Farewell and Godspeed 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Siblings in Christ, as you prepare to leave our seminary community, we wish to bid you farewell. 
 

A reading from John: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 
 

In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his church. When 

you came to this seminary community, we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share as 

the people of God. In this community of faith and formation you have come to know and to share 

in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in this community, and 

God has blessed us through you. 
 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servants here gathered, who have 

enriched this seminary community and shared their gifts with their colleagues, professors, and 

friends. Now bless and preserve them at this time of transition. Day by day, guide them and give 

them what is needed, friends to cheer their way, and a clear vision of that to which you are now 

calling them. By your Holy Spirit be present in their pilgrimage, that they may travel with the 

one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Blessing of Graduates 
All-wise and loving God, we give thanks for your gifts to us: for creating us, for saving us in 

Christ, for calling us in baptism as your people. Look with love on these graduates and bless 

them as they complete this season of their studies. By your Spirit, help them to use their gifts for 



your glory and for the good of all people. In your lovingkindness, guide them in their journey. 

We ask these blessings through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Blessing of the Assembly 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!          
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