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Theological Education with Adults

July 26-August 1, 2020

Beyond the Worship Wars:  
Engaging Lutheran Liturgy for the 21st Century
Since the time of the New Testament, Christians have gathered 
weekly (or more) for a special event that connects them to the 
risen Christ and to each other. Centering our lives around Word and 
Sacrament, revelations of God’s love in Christ Jesus, is at the heart 
of the Christian faith. But what exactly is this gathering that we call 
“worship”? Is there a particular Lutheran “way” to do it? What does 
it all mean? What role do Baptism, Holy Communion and music 
play in the life of faith?  Join Professor Kyle Schiefelbein-Guerrero 
for an interactive week of formative learning that addresses  
these various worship questions and how they are played out  
in various contexts.

2020 Program Description:
What is worship? Is there a particular Lutheran “way” to do it?  
What actually happens? These are some of the questions at the 
heart of the “worship wars,” a persistent debate among Lutherans 
(and non-Lutherans) around issues of style and form. Join 
Professor Kyle Schiefelbein-Guerrero for an interactive week of 
learning and forming around issues of worship that affect our 
congregations today.

Dr. Kyle Schiefelbein-Guerrero is a lay leader in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. Before coming to ULS, he served as Senior Adjunct 
of Liturgical and Theological Studies at Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary and Director of Digital Learning and Lecturer in Theology and 
Educational Technology at Graduate Theological Union, both in Berkeley, 
CA. He earned his PhD in 2015 in Liturgical Studies and Systematic  
Theology from Graduate Theological Union, with his dissertation entitled 
“Sin and Brokenness, Passage and Purpose: Reforms in Recent American 
Lutheran Rites for the Pastoral Care of the Sick.”

For him, the classroom (residential and online) is the place of bringing 
the historical tradition and contemporary realities into constructive 
conversation and mutual critique. He brings his own historical, theolog-
ical, and liturgical lenses regarding power and gender to bear upon the 
discovering, formulating, utilizing and questioning inherent in all teaching 
and learning. In every subject, students are formed to be out in the world, 
drawing upon their experiences with the material and with one another, 
for the common good and the proclamation of the Gospel.

His current academic research interests include liturgical history and 
theology, the intersection of ritual and pastoral care, digital theology 
and liturgy, and sacramental ministry. He is convener of the Lutheran 
caucus of the North American Academy of Liturgy, an active member of 
the American Academy of Religion, and a board member of Journey to 
Baptismal Living: North American Association for the Catechumenate.

Kyle K. Schiefelbein-Guerrero

Steck-Miller Assistant Professor of Worship 
and Liturgy, United Lutheran Seminary

Theological Education with Adults
Register online: uls.edu/academics/lifelong-learning or  
complete and return this form.

A $150 non-refundable deposit must accompany registration. 
Please deduct deposit from your program total. Make checks 
payable to “United Lutheran Seminary” and mail to:

Sherry Rippman, United Lutheran Seminary,  
61 Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg, PA 17325.

Guests with special dietary needs may bring food to  
complement what we will offer.

Housing is offered on a first-come, first-serve basis.  
Pets are not permitted except for service animals.

If you have needs for housing/meals or other arrangements, 
contact Sherry Rippman, Assistant to the Director of Lifelong 
Learning: srippman@uls.edu

Registration begins on Sunday, July 26th at 4:30pm and ends 
Saturday August 1 at 11:30AM. The full schedule is available at 
uls.edu/academics/lifelong-learning

Early bird registration deadline if paid in full by May 31, 2020 
Non early bird Registration deadline: July 10, 2020
(Select one)

  Single Room/Own Bath $125 additional fee
  Full Program - Resident ($625)/Early Bird ($575)   
  Full Program - Commuter ($400)/Early Bird ($350)
  Sunday-Wednesday - Resident ($425)/Early Bird ($375)
  Sunday-Wednesday - Commuter ($250)/Early Bird ($225)
  Wednesday-Saturday - Resident ($425)/Early Bird ($375)
  Wednesday-Saturday - Commuter ($250)/Early Bird ($225)
  Single day ($100)/Early Bird ($90)
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