
Good morning New life Church family!  

 

As I am sure you are well aware Governor Hogan made an announcement yesterday about 

rescinding the Maryland stay at home order this week, and beginning to reopen our state. I am 

so thankful for our governor and his leadership during this time. He does not have an easy job! 

Pray that God continues to give him wisdom as he guides our state through this time of 

recovery.    

 

In regards to churches, he has recommended that churches resume as outdoor gatherings but 

is also allowing for up to a 50% capacity in our indoor gathering. While it is exciting to know 

that we have options to regather, we would like to gauge the readiness of our church family as 

we craft our plan to reopen. At the end of this message there is a link to a survey that I would 

like everyone to complete that will assist us in our decision making! Thank you for sharing your 

thoughts with us in the survey, as it will greatly help us serve you well as we prepare our next 

steps. 

 

While I am as excited as anyone to return to our public gatherings, I am also not in a hurry. As 

your pastor I carry a calling and passion to care for the “whole flock”. My desire is that we are 

fully prepared to re-gather in a way that is safe and honoring to everyone.  Our team has been 

hard at work preparing for this process. We have assembled a “reopening task force” who will 

help us implement our reopening plan. 

 

In the near future we will announce our reopen date. In the meantime, I want to assure you 

that even though we have not been gathering, God has been moving in and through our church 

over the last two months. Through our 6 Sunday online services, we have reached over a 1,000 

people each week over both platforms and seen dozens of faith commitments made by people 

who are opening their hearts to God for the very first time!  We have reached people that we 

may have never reached without this crisis season. Isn’t that exciting! 

 

During these two months, our Life Group community has grown stronger, as over 200 people 

have continued engaging in Life Groups on ZOOM. We have truly shown that we are not just a 

church that does groups, but that we are we a church made up of groups! Some of our groups 

have risen up to meet needs in the community and have made a big difference. You can still 

join a group today at https://www.inewlife.church/stay-connected/life-groups 

 

Even more, as a church, we have fed hundreds of people in Frederick through our grocery 

outreach, and our partnership with Meals on Wheels and the Frederick Rescue Mission. On 

May 23
rd

 we are hosting a “drive up” Food Pantry at New Life, to assist those who have been 

affected during this time. If you or someone you know would like to reserve a food box, please 

have them sign up through our DCC: https://inewlife.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123046 

 

All of that to say, even though we have been apart, the NLC family is shining bright! We are 

accomplishing our vision in mighty ways as we “transform our community with the love and 

power of Jesus”.  

https://www.inewlife.church/stay-connected/life-groups
https://inewlife.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123046


 

Right now, I’m asking you to do four things: 

 

1. Stay engaged. Join us this week online at www.inewlife.church/live  or on Facebook this 

Sunday at 9AM, 11 AM, or 7PM - Share the links with your friends, comment and engage 

during the service! Kids can stay connected through our website 

https://www.inewlife.church/stay-connected/kids And our NLC Youth are connecting 

through weekly ZOOM groups, you can find info for all of this on our website at 

www.inewlife.church 

 

2. Stay connected.  Keep connecting with your Life Group, keep filling out your digital 

connection card each week, let us know how we can pray! It’s important to remember, 

we need each other, and we are better together! If you need relational support or 

someone to talk with, our pastoral team is here for you! Whatever you need, let us 

know here: https://inewlife.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123046 

  

3. Keep serving. Your generosity has made a big difference. Your consistency in giving as 

well as donating food, has helped us meet a lot of needs! As needs continue to arise, 

your active generosity will allow us to keep making a difference! 

 

4. Fill out the survey.  When you complete this survey, it will help us greatly as we make 

the best decisions for our church https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRLQ5TK   

 

In these times of uncertainty, the process of reengaging will be challenging for each of us in 

different ways.  It will also be challenging for our community and those around us who are 

watching our lives as Christ followers. Here is my prayer, I am asking God to make our New Life 

Church family a model for others in these ways:  

 

1. Grace – Everyone is navigating their way through this in a unique way, it will require 

that we extend grace to each other along the way. 

2. Courage – We will each need to exercise a level of courage as we take steps forward 

together, trusting in the goodness of God to protect us and see us through! (Duet. 31:6) 

3. Faith – Let’s continue to live with the mindset that we were talking about in our “Why 

Not” series when this all began.  Walking with a faith in every dimension of our lives that 

remembers that with God, anything is possible! (Matt. 19:26) 

 

My love for you and for our Frederick community has only grown stronger during this time! I’m 

excited for the day when we gather together once again!  

 

With love and thanksgiving for you! 

 

Pastor Abe  

 

 

http://www.inewlife.church/live
https://www.inewlife.church/stay-connected/kids
http://www.inewlife.church/
https://inewlife.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123046
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SRLQ5TK


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


