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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Bingham Cup is a true celebration of diversity and
inclusivity. The Ottawa Wolves’ Bingham Cup 2020 Bid
Committee presents a bid that uniquely honours the legacy
of IGR and the Bingham Cup. We strongly believe our bid
provides the best opportunity to honour the Legacy of the
Bingham Cup and inspire meaningful growth for thousands
more to share and grow as individuals, clubs, regional IGR
members, and IGR as a whole.
The Ottawa Wolves’ Bingham Cup 2020 Bid Committee
will make the Bingham Cup 2020 in Ottawa the most
affordable, inclusive and accessible Bingham Cup ever. By
the time clubs vote, we will have been working tirelessly
for almost a year, forging strong partnerships to deliver a
world-class tournament in Canada’s national capital.
Ottawa is a welcoming and diverse G7 capital with
superb sports facilities and a proven track record of
hosting major national and international sporting events
like the Bingham Cup. To encourage the growth of IGR
and attract record attendance at the Bingham Cup, we
have designed our hosting strategy to keep costs low
and attract more teams than ever before.
We have selected scalable tournament facilities more
than able to accommodate the expected growth of
IGR and consequent projected growth in attendees at
the Bingham Cup, while maintaining an approachable,
compact setting. Particular attention is paid to
accommodations and the Players’ Village, which will
foster the community atmosphere that makes the
Bingham Cup such a unique and
memorable celebration.

The incredible growth of IGR and the Bingham Cup
presents some challenges but moreover, it presents a
significant opportunity to showcase how we overcome
these challenges and what inspires us as a movement:
Inclusivity is key! To share that spotlight, we will host a
legal conference on trans-athlete issues concurrently
during the tournament. We will, for the first time ever,
bring a Wheelchair Rugby (Murderball) exhibition
game to the tournament. We will also make a capital
improvement that will create a world-class multi-sports
field in the east end of the City, which will forever be
named the Mark Bingham Field.
Ottawa is officially bilingual: members of the great IGR
family will therefore feel welcomed and be served in
their choice of French or English. The Ottawa Wolves
have an established women’s side. We commit to an
incredible Amanda Cup competition, to tailored
tournament activities, and to the support necessary to
inspire our fellow IGR clubs to field women’s sides of
their own in Ottawa.
The Ottawa Wolves are celebrating their 10th
anniversary and have proudly participated in every
Bingham Cup since the creation of our club. We
believe in the IGR movement and we have the people,
knowledge, experience, partnerships and facilities to
deliver the most affordable, inclusive and accessible
Bingham Cup to date.
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OTTAWA: AN INCLUSIVE & WELCOMING DESTINATION
As the country’s capital, Ottawa tells the stories of
Canada like no other city.
At the place where three mighty rivers meet, the
peoples of the Algonquin Anishnaabeg have been
gathering since the beginning. Recognition and
respect are foundations of the Algonquin culture and
make a strong connection to the IGR movement that
engenders recognition and respect for all those who
take to the field of competition.
In the heart of Canada, the most inclusive nation on
earth, Ottawa offers top notch sports facilities, a rich
tapestry of arts and culture, a vibrant LGBTQ2S+
community, great accommodations and world-class
transit, centrally located in North America with nonstop connections to Europe and beyond.
Participants will stay in close proximity to the
numerous national sites, landmarks and museums
that make Ottawa one of the country’s top tourist
destinations. For foodies, Ottawa is home to some of
the country’s most celebrated chefs. For thrill-seekers,
there’s whitewater rafting, zip-lining, hiking and more,
all close by. And at the end of the day, the city comes
alive with live music, performing arts and nightlife.
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Given its geographic location, Ottawa likewise
provides a great stepping off point to discover other
nearby parts of the country, including Montreal and
Toronto, the 1000 Islands, wilderness areas and more!
Ottawa is a diverse and welcoming metropolis, one
that shares in the culture of inclusion and respect
that is one of Canada’s greatest strengths. Visitors
are drawn to Ottawa, the Province of Ontario, and
Canada as a whole, not only for our breathtaking
natural beauty, world class arts, culture and attractions.
They also come to share in our celebration of diversity
of all kinds, including our LGBTQ2S+ communities,
businesses and events.
It is long overdue for us to extend the invitation to
all members of the IGR family to come experience
our shared values and culture of respect, diversity
and inclusivity. Whether you come just for the
tournament or for a great Canadian adventure,
Ottawa is where it all begins!
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GETTING TO OTTAWA
Ottawa is centrally located with an award-winning
international airport offering non-stop flights from
Canadian, US and European hubs, plus numerous short
daily connections from nearby Montreal and Toronto. A
single connection will get you to almost every IGR club
city including Paris, Sydney, Cape Town, Buenos Aires
and San Francisco.
Ottawa is a convenient and cost-effective travel
destination. Our Cost Comparison Chart included
in this bid at Appendix A shows potential flight
costs to getting to Ottawa. Many of these flights
are either direct connections or with one convenient
connection at a Canadian hub city of Montreal or
Toronto. Choosing to fly into one of these hubs and
travelling to Ottawa via other means of transportation
is also a great way to see our country, while providing
convenient destination travel options.

Ottawa is also served by scheduled passenger rail, with
comfortable service to downtown Toronto in under
four hours and Montreal in under two hours. Amtrak
connections are available in both Toronto and Montreal.
Getting here is easy. Getting around after you arrive is
easier! All participants will enjoy unlimited use of public
transit during the tournament. The fast, comfortable
light rail system and associated network of busses
means any part of the city is within reach: for free!
Ridesharing services Uber and Lyft and public taxis are
also available. If you’re feeling more energetic, more
than 600km of multi-use pathways link superb natural
areas, parks, gardens, attractions and museums!
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ACCOMMODATIONS FOR EVERY BUDGET
We have partnered with the University of Ottawa
and local partner hotels to provide a wide range of
accommodation options to fit every budget, right in the
middle of Ottawa’s downtown core.
As our nation’s capital, Ottawa has an extensive
inventory of hotel properties. Most of the larger Ottawa
hotels are located in the middle of Ottawa’s downtown
core, within steps of all of the planned locations for the
tournament activities.
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Regardless of whether individuals stay at one of the
partner hotels or at the University of Ottawa, the
Light Rail Transit (LRT) stations are all conveniently
located directly on the University Campus or adjacent
to partner hotels, making getting to and from the
various tournament activities and exploring our great
city a simple and convenient endeavour.
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HOTELS
We have already approached various hotels which have
all indicated their willingness and readiness to provide
discounted room prices for tournament participants.
Once the bid is secured, firm agreements will be
negotiated and announced.
There are more than 10 large hotels located within less
than 15 minutes’ walk from the University of Ottawa
Campus, with many locations directly adjacent to an
LRT station and within a stone’s throw from all of

the tournament activities. Others are located right
beside tourist attractions. These hotels combined
offer thousands of rooms at various price points.
Ottawa hotels offer everything from apartment-type
to micro-room style accommodations. From slick and
modern to traditional, from budget friendly to opulent: the
choice is yours! More importantly, the tournament dates
have been selected so as to be after the peak of tourist
season in Ottawa, thereby ensuring lower hotel room rates
for those wishing to stay in hotel accommodations.

Venues

Museums & Attractions

Accommodations

Hilton Lac-Leamy
Canadian
Museum
of History

National Gallery
of Canada

Andaz Ottawa Byward Market
Courtyard by Marriott Ottawa

ByWard Market
Les Suites Hotel Ottawa
Novotel Ottawa
Fairmont Château Laurier
Le Germain Hotel Ottawa
Fairmont Château Laurier
The Westin Ottawa
Shaw Centre
Parliament Hill
National Arts Centre
University of Ottawa
Sheraton
Ottawa

Lord Elgin Hotel
Residence Inn by Marriott Ottawa
The Metcalfe Hotel

Ottawa Marriott Hotel
ARC The Hotel
Hilton Garden Inn
Ottawa Downtown
Delta Hotels by Marriott
Canadian
Ottawa City Centre
War Museum

Cartier Place Suite Hotel
Travelodge Ottawa East

Canadian Museum of
Nature
Fairfield Inn and Suites
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UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA RESIDENCES
We understand that for many participants and clubs,
when it comes to housing during the tournament,
affordability is key. With our partnership with the

University of Ottawa, tournament participants will get to
choose the type of accommodation that is best suited
for their budget. The options are as follows:

90 U RESIDENCE | 90 University Private
This Residence is located on campus. Suite style rooms
offer guests privacy and convenience with two separate
bedrooms, with one double bed each, a shared
kitchenette and a private washroom with shower. Suites
can house a maximum of four people. The cost of these
rooms is $154.70 CAD per night, per double room.
Included in the double room fee are two breakfast

passes for each night’s stay at the University’s All-YouCare-to-Eat food facility. If privacy is preferred, a single
room suite can be obtained at $143.35 CAD per night.
Included in the single room fee is one breakfast pass for
each night’s stay at the University’s All-You-Care-to-Eat
food facility. This Residence has 14 single rooms and
303 double rooms.

STANTON AND MARCHAND RESIDENCES | 100 University Private
These traditional style university dorm accommodations
are located on campus. Rooms are furnished with
one or two single beds, with shared separate men’s
and women’s washrooms on each floor. It should be
noted that these rooms are not air conditioned. The
cost for these rooms is extremely low: double rooms

are only $74.00 CAD per night, while the single room
is a budget friendly $37.00 CAD per night. Passes for
the University’s All-You-Care-to-Eat food facility can
be secured for an additional fee of $13.13 CAD, taxes
included. These Residences combined offer 294 single
rooms and 204 double rooms.

RIDEAU RESIDENCE | 290 Rideau Street
The Residence is a former 4-star hotel and offers
“travel style” accommodations. It is located less than
a 10 minute walk to the main campus and immediately
adjacent to the Byward Market, the Rideau Centre
shopping mall and all major tourist attractions. Suite
style rooms offer guests privacy and convenience with
one or two double beds and a private washroom.
Suites can house a maximum of four people. The cost
of double rooms is $154.70 CAD per room, per night.
Included in the double room fee are two breakfast
passes for each night’s stay at the University’s All-You-
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Care-to-Eat food facility. If privacy is preferred, a single
room suite can be obtained at $143.35 CAD per night.
Included in the single room fee is one breakfast pass for
each night’s stay at the University’s All-You-Care-to-Eat
food facility. This Residence has 74 single rooms and
138 double rooms.
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FRIEL RESIDENCE | 240 Friel Street
This Residence is located less than a 15 minute walk
to the main campus. Its immediate neighbor is one of
the largest grocery stores in the downtown core. It is
located within steps of the Byward Market, the Rideau
Centre shopping mall and all major tourist attractions.
All rooms are furnished with single beds. Guests can have
their pick of one and two-bed studios and suites, with or
without kitchenette. Again, the cost for these rooms is

extremely low: double rooms are only $100.00 CAD
per night, while the single room is a budget friendly
$51.00 CAD per night. Passes for the University’s All-YouCare-to-Eat food facility can be secured for an additional
fee of $13.13 CAD, taxes included, or, if you’ve secured
the kitchenette option; you can make coffee and
breakfast right on the spot! This Residence has 86 single
rooms and 125 double rooms.

HENDERSON RESIDENCE | 202 Henderson Avenue
This Residence is located near the University’s Sports
Complex at the south end of the University’s campus.
The rooms in this newly built facility will be made
available only if similar rooms in the other Residences
are at capacity due to the presence of students on
various varsity university sports teams. This Residence
offers suite style rooms which include two bedrooms
with one double bed each, connected to one another
via a private washroom. Suites can house a maximum
of four people. The cost of double rooms is

$154.70 CAD per room, per night. Included in the
double room fee are two breakfast passes for each
night’s stay at the University’s All-You-Care-to-Eat food
facility. This Residence has 73 double rooms.
From individual dorm rooms for as low as $37.00
CAD per night to luxury hotels–Bingham Cup 2020
participants will have a wide range of downtown
properties from which to choose!
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FOOD
With participants all staying in the downtown core,
restaurants, outdoor patios, gourmet food trucks,
grocery stores and even an outdoor farmers’ market will
all be within easy walking distance.

Venues

Museums & Attractions

Restaurants

ByWard Market

Parliament Hill

8

National Arts Centre

University of Ottawa
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A FOODIES’ PARADISE
Ottawa has an extremely vibrant and dynamic restaurant
scene. Moreover, you can fill your bellies in Ottawa
without breaking the bank, something not always
possible in larger North American metropolitan areas.
From farm-to-table gastro pubs to high-end molecular
cuisine, you can find it all in Ottawa! Ottawa is blessed
with several world-acclaimed chefs and sommeliers.
The cultural mosaic and Canadian culture which
celebrates the uniqueness and past heritage of
individuals means one can experience authentic cuisine
from around the world, all in a compact area. Also, the
multiplicity of craft breweries and abundancy of unique
Canadian produce makes for great night on the town:
whether you prefer your meal on a patio with beers or
a blind 7 course-meal with wine pairings in a bespoke
restaurant, Ottawa has it all. In fact, tournament
participants should consider taking one of the many
craft brewery or Ottawa restaurant tasting tours to
ensure they experience all of the unique and amazing
food, beer and wine Ottawa has to offer!
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UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA MEAL-PLAN AGREEMENT
Thanks to our partnership with the University of Ottawa,
we have already negotiated a low-cost and flexible
meal plan agreement.

additional cost. Participants will also have the option of
supplementing access to the dining hall for other meals
in either in a per day fashion or in an à-la-carte fashion.

All registered participants, whether staying at the
University or not, will have the opportunity to dine in
the University’s state of the art All-You-Care-To-Eat
dining hall. Registered participants can choose from
different stations offering a variety of delicious meals
made on site with fresh ingredients, along with dessert
and beverage stations. They also have access to
vegetarian, vegan or made-without-gluten meals. Most
participants staying in the University’s accommodations
will have breakfast included at the dining hall, at no

The discounted rates we negotiated for the dining hall
(inclusive of all applicable taxes) are as follows:
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Breakfast: $13.13 CAD
Included in guestroom rate or walk-in
Lunch: $17.93 CAD
Dinner: $22.16 CAD
Day Package: $49.16 CAD
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TOURNAMENT
All participants will be provided with lunch during
the four days of tournament play. We have already
negotiated an agreement with one of the largest and
most reputable catering company for the tournament
lunches. Lunches will be delivered each day at a set time
by volunteers at each club’s dedicated team space within
the Players’ Village. Registered participants will then
have the option of enjoying their meals in the Players’
Village or outside while watching the games.
Main: A variety of chicken, beef or ham sandwiches
made on either a tortilla, baguette or butter
croissant;
Salad: A variety of salads will accompany the main,
ranging from pasta salads, root vegetable salad
or high-protein salad (chickpeas et al);

Alternatives for dietary restrictions will be available
at no extra costs but will have to be specified at the
time of registration. All lunches will be delivered by
tournament volunteers directly in each club’s team
space in the Players’ Village.
In addition, a variety gourmet food trucks will be
located at the Players’ Village, offering additional food
options at a very low price points, including that best
known Canadian comfort food: Poutine, a delicious mix
of French fries and cheese curds smothered in gravy!
With these wonderful options, all registered participants
will be able to enjoy a true Canadian gastronomic
experience, regardless of the size of their budget!

Sides: A variety of cheese, vegetables and dip;
Dessert: A variety of baked goods
(cupcakes, cookies, etc.).
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FINANCIAL
BUDGET AND BUDGETARY CONSIDERATIONS
Special consideration has been given when obtaining
quotes for all necessary aspects of delivering a truly
world class event. Whenever possible, we have
already negotiated agreements with service providers,
conditional on obtaining the bid. When agreements
could not be negotiated, we obtained quotes from
service providers, adjusted the figures to the projected
inflation rates and then added all applicable taxes.
Round figures result from a rounding-up, not down, to
ensure mitigation of any financial risk to the delivery of
a successful tournament.
As per IGR requirements, we have projected the costs
with a low figure of 1700 participants and a high figure
of 2250 participants. We have chosen a mid-point of
2100 participants. The reason for this mid-point figure
is that beyond that point, due to economies of scale,

the difference in hosting larger numbers becomes
negligible. Our logistical and financial approach was
to design a much larger tournament than is required
and to scale down, rather than face the financial and
logistical difficulties associated with scaling it up.
We have already secured a grant of approximately
$82,000.00 CAD and we expect to secure an
additional grant from a sister provincial wide program
of similar magnitude. With the addition of private
sponsorship, merchandise sales as well as food and
beverage sales, we may be able to either a) maintain
the early bid-fee for a longer period of time during
registration; and/or, b) increase the stipend to ISIRR
referees attending in 2020. The full budget and
contingency scenarios are provided at Appendix B.
An overview of the budget figures is as follows:

Bingham Cup 2020 Revenue Category
Based on 1700 Players

Based on 2100 Players

Based on 2250 Players

Registration Fee Revenue

$286,025.00

$353,325.00

$378,570.00

Sponsorship Revenue

$253,220.00

$253,720.00

$254,220.00

$5,000.00

$7,500.00

$10,000.00

$85,000.00

$105,000.00

$112,500.00

$629,245.00

$719,545.00

$755,290.00

Based on 1700 Players

Based on 2100 Players

Based on 2250 Players

$23,809.00

$23,809.00

$23,809.00

Bingham General (Admin)

$120,790.65

$120,790.65

$120,790.65

Tournament - Fixed Costs

$300,273.37

$300,273.37

$300,273.37

Tournament - Non Fixed Costs

$156,418.50

$202,340.50

$223,936.25

$20,259.30

$20,259.30

$20,259.30

$621,550.82

$667,472.82

$689,068.57

Admission Revenue
Diverse Revenue
Total

Bingham Cup 2020 Expense Category
Opening Ceremonies

Closing Ceremonies
Total
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FINANCIAL
CONTINUED GROWTH THROUGH AFFORDABILITY
Attending the Bingham Cup is an expensive
endeavour, especially for smaller or new clubs. Having
had to travel far and wide to attend at the Bingham Cup
over the last 10 years of the existence of our club, we
have a unique understanding of this potential limiting
factor. We want to encourage the growth of IGR and
attract record attendance at the Bingham Cup. We have
therefore designed our hosting strategy to keep costs
low and attract more teams than ever before.
As stated during our presentation in Amsterdam, it is our
view to charge no more than $150.00 CAD for the earlybird registration fee. As discussed in the section above,
we aim, with the addition of grants, private sponsorship
and revenue from various streams such as merchandise
and food & beverage sales, to possibly lower the fee or
increase the stipend for attending ISIRR referees.

Combined with extremely low rental rates at the University
of Ottawa, in addition to the Meal Plan Agreement, our
bid will open the door to the most budget conscious of
participants, whether they be players, referees, club staff,
supporters, entire smaller and newer clubs, their families
or their friends and admirers!
We have prepared two scenarios that quickly
demonstrate how affordable experiencing the
Bingham Cup in Ottawa will be, whether someone
comes for the entire tournament period, or just
for the tournament match play. All prices are inclusive
of all applicable taxes. No meals are calculated for
arrival or departure day. Conversions based on live
mid-market exchange rates on July 31, 2018:

SCENARIO 1 – FULL TOURNAMENT PERIOD
AUGUST 8, 2020 TO AUGUST 17, 2020

Cost in
CAD

Item

Cost in
GPB

Cost in
USD

Cost in
EUR

Cost in
AUD

Accommodation in single private room in Stanton
or Marchand Residence for 9 nights

376.29

218.04

286.40

244.18

385.57

Breakfast, lunch and dinner at the University of
Ottawa All-You-Care-to-Eat Dinning Hall– Meal Plan
for 4 days of non-tournament play (excluding arrival
and departure day)

163.60

93.06

122.23

104.20

164.57

Breakfast and Dinner at the University of Ottawa
All-You-Care-to-Eat Dinning Hall– Meal Plan for
4 days of tournament play

141.16

81.80

107.44

91.60

144.64

Early-Bird Registration Fee for Tournament

150.00

86.92

114.17

97.34

153.70

831.05

479.82

630.24

537.32

848.48

TOTAL
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SCENARIO 2 – OPENING CEREMONIES TO CLOSING CEREMONIES ONLY
AUGUST 12, 2020 TO AUGUST 17, 2020

Cost in
CAD

Item

Cost in
GPB

Cost in
USD

Cost in
EUR

Cost in
AUD

Accommodation in single private room in Stanton or
Marchand Residence for 5 nights

209.05

121.13

159.11

135.65

214.21

Breakfast and Dinner at the University of Ottawa AllYou-Care-to-Eat Dinning Hall– Meal Plan for 4 days
of tournament play (not including day of arrival)

141.16

81.80

107.44

91.60

144.64

Early-Bird Registration Fee for Tournament

150.00

86.92

114.17

97.34

153.70

500.21

289.85

380.72

324.59

515.55

TOTAL

Our bid is designed to ensure the continued growth of
IGR. Making the Bingham Cup experience affordable,
whether it be for the entire tournament experience
or just the tournament play period, is the only way to
ensure that the values of accessibility and inclusivity,
central to IGR and the Bingham Cup, are truly honored
and respected.
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The figures provided are locked-in figures based on
negotiated quotes and agreements: based on this
bid, individual players, referees, clubs & supporters
can immediately start taking the fundraising initiatives
to ensure that in two years’ time, they will be able
fully participate in one of greatest rugby tournaments
in the world!
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INCLUSIVITY IS KEY
The values of inclusivity and respect are at the centre of
our great game. We wish to ensure that the legacy of
the Bingham Cup and IGR values make a lasting impact
when the 2020 edition of the tournament comes to
Ottawa. The truth is, the effects have already been felt
and with many of our initiatives, they will continue to
be felt long after the Bingham Cup leaves Ottawa.
With the creation of the Amanda Cup, the Bingham
Cup is living up to our values of inclusivity. The Ottawa
Wolves are incredibly proud to be the first ever IGR club
to have a woman elected as Club President. We have
designed our tournament with the women’s competition
being an integral part of the tournament. A Bingham
Cup in Ottawa will ensure that there is a strong women’s
competition with tournament activities designed for
women throughout.
Canada has not always been the shining example of
tolerance and inclusion it is today. As settlers flowed
across what is now Canada, the original inhabitants
of this great land were not treated with the respect
they deserved. Together, the government and people
of Canada have commenced the long needed work
to heal the wounds and mend our relationship with
Canada’s First Nations. This will not happen overnight,
but the Ottawa Wolves proudly wear the Wolf on
our jersey, and our connection to the land we share
has inspired us to include and celebrate
Canada’s indigenous population in the
opening ceremonies. To further this
connection, we approached
Patrick Hunter in 2017 and
commissioned him to
design the logo for the
Bingham Cup 2020. Patrick
is a well known 2-Spirit, Ojibway
Woodland artist from Red Lake, Ontario. Nature and his
heritage are constant sources of inspiration, allowing
him to paint what he sees through a spiritual lens. We
are incredibly proud of the work that he did and of the
unique opportunities that may come his way because of
his involvement with the tournament.

Individuals with physical challenges are not always at the
forefront when organizing a sporting event. We have
turned our minds to this issue and will make the 2020
edition of the Bingham Cup different. All tournament
venues are wheelchair accessible. We are planning a
Wheelchair Rugby (Murderball) exhibition game during the
tournament. We are strong believers in the RugbyForAll
initiative in Canada which supports differently abled
individuals to participate in our great game.
Trans-Athletes face unique challenges. The Ottawa
Wolves are proud to have trans athletes as players and
coaching staff in our club and have learned that the
issues faced by these athletes are often overlooked.
We will partner with the Common Law faculty at the
University of Ottawa to deliver a conference concurrent
with the tournament which will address these issues and
foster positive social change.
In short, we will ensure that the 2020 edition of the
Bingham Cup in Ottawa will be the most inclusive
Bingham Cup to date, honouring the values and legacy
of the tournament and IGR.
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PRE-TOURNAMENT ACTIVITIES
We promise to pay particular attention to the type and
scheduling of pre-tournament activities in order to
enhance the tournament experience.
As our nation’s Capital, Ottawa is full of tourist
attractions. A large number of these are free to visit,
including but not limited to the seat of our Federal
Government: the numerous parliament buildings
located on Parliament Hill. Ensuring that everyone
enjoys Ottawa, we will coordinate with various partners
to offers a variety of activities to enable tournament
participants to discover everything Ottawa has to offer,
no matter the size of their budget.
Based on the feedback provided in the participant
surveys, we will ensure that a number of activities will not
be focused solely on the “club” or “bar” experience.
Although the women’s competition will be fully included
into the tournament alongside the men, there will be
social events specifically aimed to give the women’s
side the space to mingle together. At minimum, we
will organize an official opening get together and a
Women’s Tournament closing party. Furthermore,
pre-tournament socials for the Old Boys as well as the
Referees will be planned, ensuring that everyone gets a
chance to reconnect and make new friendships.
If there is sufficient interest, for a small additional fee, team
building and a good physical workout will be ensured
thanks to a whitewater rafting excursion on the Ottawa
River – one of the world’s best whitewater experiences!
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TOURNAMENT
PROPOSED SCHEDULE
At present, we propose to hold the tournament over four days from Saturday, August 8, 2020 to Monday, August 17,
2020. The proposed 4 days of Tournament Play would be from Thursday, August 13, 2020 to Sunday, August 16,
2020. There are a number of factors which went into choosing those dates, which include but are not limited to:
i) The availability of the tournament location (to ensure
sufficient pitches);

v) To have a rugby tournament in the later (and
therefore much cooler) portion of the Canadian
summer, to ensure player safety and comfort while
offering maximum daylight for tournament activities.

ii) The availability to partner with the University
of Ottawa and gain access to affordable
accommodations and Dining Hall;

The proposed schedule for the tournament, if it were to
be held over four days would be as follows:

iii) To access the required volunteer base to run a
successful tournament;
iv) To host it in the later portion of the tourist season to
offer greater access to activities and amenities at a
lower price point;

Sat
Aug 8

7:00

8:00
Bingham
Opens

6:00

9:00

10:00

11:00

12:00

13:00

14:00

15:00

16:00

17:00

18:00

19:00

20:00

21:00

22:00

23:00 24:00

Tournament Draw
Player & Dorm Registration
- UofO
Tour of Parliament

Sun
Aug 9

Player & Dorm Registration - UofO
White Water Rafting Trip - Optional

Mon
Aug 10

Team Practices - UofO
Player & Dorm Registration - UofO

Tue
Aug 11

Conference on Trans
Athletes - UofO

Press Briefing
- TBD

IGR AGM + BC 2022 Bid Presentations - UofO

Team Practices - UofO
Player & Dorm Registration - UofO
Referee Clinic, Coaches Clinic & Team Practices - UofO

Wed
Aug 12

Player & Dorm Registration - UofO

Capitan’s
Meeting
- UofO

Thurs
Aug 13

Day 1 - Pool Play - Hornet’s Nest

Fri
Aug 14

Day 2 - Pool Play - Hornet’s Nest

Sat
Aug 15

Day 3 - Pool Play - Hornet’s Nest

Sun
Aug 16

Dedication Ceremony – Day 4 - Finals

Mon
Aug 17

Opening Ceremonies
Tournament
Picture on
Parliament Hill
Wheelchair
Rugby Exhibition
Game - UofO

Closing
Ceremony

Closing Party

Farewell Brunch - TBD
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OPENING DAY
On tournament opening day, player, referee and
coaching clinics will be held in the morning.
Thanks to our partnership with Rugby Canada,
elite coaching staff will be present to deliver player
development clinics. These clinics will have something to
offer for everyone: from the novice to top-level player.
Furthermore, coaching staff will also find a dedicated
clinic to address their needs. It is our intention to survey
the coaches prior to their attendance at the tournament
so that the program for their clinic can best address
their current needs.
Referees, just like the players and coaching staff, will
get a referee clinic which will be geared specifically
to improve their skills and update them on critical
law changes. Moreover, they will review in depth the
specific rules for the tournament and areas of concern
previously encountered at the Bingham Cup.
In the early evening, teams will assemble on Ottawa’s
historic Parliament Hill-seat of the Federal Government
and the site of national celebrations throughout the
year–for an all-tournament photograph session.
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Opening Ceremonies will be staged just a block away
at the beautiful National Arts Centre (NAC), Canada’s
showcase of the performing arts. Having just undergone
a multi-million dollar renovation, the NAC has an
amazing, state-of-the-art Opera House. Every attendee
will get a great view, either from their comfortable seats
in the main house or from the televisions set-up in the
multiple antechambers. The NAC has an experienced
team who will deliver the refreshments of your choice,
which can, amazingly, be brought into the Opera
House! Expect a truly world-class opening ceremonies,
celebrating IGR & Canada’s history and values through
a sound & light show, performance by Canada’s First
Nation’s elders and the participation of the Captains of
every side present, on the main stage!
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REFEREES
Referees are central to a successful tournament.
We have reviewed the participant surveys from
Amsterdam and spoken to many match officials while
in Amsterdam to ensure that all aspects of the match
officiating and referee experience are elevated. When
the Bingham Cup comes to Ottawa in 2020, the
match officiating will be of the highest level, ensuring
the competition is a fair, respectful and fun for all,
regardless of the level of play.
The rugby community in Ottawa is just that: a family of
people who share common values and a love for our
sport. Our match officials are an integral part of that
community. And as part of our rugby family, we have
ear-marked specific resources and designed the logistics
of the tournament so as to be mindful of the unique
needs of our match officials. A waiving of the registration
fee will be provided to members of the ISIRR. Priority
to ISIRR members will be given over local referees with

respect to match officiating. A stipend (which consists
of a mandatory payment for every minute of match
officiating performed) will be paid to the referees. This
is mandated by Rugby Ontario and will go a long way in
easing the financial burden of attending referees who do
not necessarily benefit from fundraising ability or financial
backing of a rugby club.
Furthermore, numerous provincial referee associations
have already confirmed their support: obtaining a
large number of referees is a central need that we have
already addressed in our planning efforts.
Finally, we are planning, with the assistance of Rugby
Canada, to have top Canadian Referees to monitor
matches and provide match feedback and coaching to
our ISIRR brothers and sisters: they will therefore walk
away from this tournament armed with new and/or
improved skills, like never before!
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LOCATION AND FIELDS
The proposed tournament venue will be held at the
Hornets Nest and Shefford Park in Ottawa’s eastern
portion of the City. These two facilities, located less
than 13km away from the last eastern LRT station
combine to offer over a dozen purpose-built all grass
fields in a beautiful wooded setting. There are no
artificial turf fields at either location. Hornets Nest and
Shefford park are less than 3 kilometers apart. In
addition to the aforementioned match pitches, these
facilities also have a number 80m and half pitches
which will also be available for warm up and practices.
The primary tournament location will be Hornets Nest.
The secondary location will be at Shefford Park. As part
of the capital improvements made to the Mark Bingham
Field and Hornets Nest, a number of fields will be
upgraded with permanent multisport uprights. The
balance of fields will have temporary uprights added to
the permanent soccer posts already present on site.

Shefford Park

Hornets Nest
Players Village

The fields and facilities have been rented through
our partnerships with the City of Ottawa, as well as the
OGSC Hornets & Dragons soccer clubs. Being a
northern country, grass fields may not be played on at
the beginning of the season until the City of Ottawa
has given permission for individuals to do so. As
tournament play is scheduled for August, this will not
be an issue.
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For greater clarity: all of the fields and facilities
have been secured for the totality of the
tournament and play will go ahead, no matter
what the weather is outside. Furthermore, both
tournament locations have secondary evacuation
sites located immediately adjacent to the
tournament facilities, should a security/emergency
evacuation order be given. These evacuation sites
are fully accessible sites with facilities which are
more than large enough to accommodate all of
the tournament attendees.
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LAYOUT OF TOURNAMENT
LOCATIONS
HORNETS NEST
As the primary tournament location, the Hornets
Nest will provide for all of the registered participants’
needs. Wishing to raise the player experience at
the tournament, the Players’ Village will be located
inside a covered, temperature controlled sports dome
accessible only to players and registered participants.
The sports dome has been secured for the duration
of the tournament and, as such, teams will be able
to leave any equipment or gear at the tournament
location: no need to transport everything back at the
end of the day. The Players’ Village will recreate one
of Canada’s favourite pastimes: getting together with
friends and family at a summer cottage, sharing food,
drinks and good cheer.
Players’ Village - Club Areas (Item 1)
Located within the dome and placed in a U-shape, all
clubs will be allocated a designated area to leave their
belongings, get changed, hang-out, etc. Lunches will
be delivered at a set hour by tournament volunteers
for each club in their designated area.
Players’ Village - The Beach (Item 2)

Shower Trailers (Item 4)
Unisex shower trailers with individual stalls will be
located in this area. In order to increase the player
experience, we do not plan on imposing a shower
schedule. Players will be invited to attend at and
make use of the facilities at their leisure.

This area, in the centre of the dome will be inspired
by the great Canadian pastimes of spending time with
friends and family around a camp fire, at a cottage, by
the lake or in the great Canadian wilderness. Music
will be provided with a live DJ and all registered
participants will be able to renew old friendships and
foster new ones. A Canadian twist on what made
Amsterdam & Nashville so very special: a unique laidback space just for registered participants!

Toilet and Handwashing Stations (Item 5)

Players’ Village - First Aid & Massage Area (Item 3)

Ambulance and Courtesy Shuttle Parking (Item 7)

Located within the dome and beside the ambulance
access door, the First Aid & Massage area will be staffed
by the University of Ottawa Physiotherapy programme.

The parking for the on-site ambulance, together with
the Courtesy Shuttles will be located on-site, close to
the Players’ Village.

A sufficient number of portable toilets and
handwashing stations will be located on site, close to
the Players’ Village.
Water Bottle refill Stations (Item 6)
Portable potable water cisterns with water bottle
refill stations will be located on site, close to the
Players’ Village.
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Bus Hop-On / Hop-Off Station (Item 8)
Registered participants will be able to use this shuttle
service, located on site. They will be able to hop-on or
off the continuously running shuttles between Hornets
Nest and Shefford Park. They will also be able to
hop-on or hop-off the continuously running shuttles
between the Hornets Nest and LRT station. At peak
hours (early morning and late afternoon), additional
shuttles will be provided to ensure everyone can get
to their intended destination on time.
Vendors’ Village – Main (Item 9)
A Vendors’ Village will be located on-site, in full view
of the pitches. This will allow registered participants
to enjoy all of the services and shopping they require.
They will also be able to secure additional food &

beverages within this location, in full view of the
action on the fields.
Mark Bingham Field (Item 10)
This is the intended location of the Mark Bingham Field.
Tournament Nerve Centre (Item 12)
The Clubhouse will contain the tournament nerve
centre. This centre will be connected to the secondary
nerve centre via radio and telephone. Wheelchair
accessible facilities are located within the clubhouse.
Referees’ Facilities (Item 13)
The referees’ facilities will be contained within the
clubhouse, including changing rooms and dedicated
showers. This will ensure easy coordination of match
officiating concerns with the Tournament Director’s office.

SHEFFORD PARK
As the secondary tournament location, the Shefford
Park will provide for all of the registered participants’
needs while at the secondary location for match play.
Vendors’ Village – Secondary (Item 1)
A secondary Vendors’ Village will be located on-site,
in full view of the pitches. This will allow registered
participants to secure additional food & beverages
from this location, in full view of the action on the
fields.
Tournament Nerve Centre – Secondary (Item 2)
A tent will contain the secondary tournament nerve
centre. This centre will be connected to the primary
nerve centre via radio and telephone.
Toilet and Handwashing Stations (Item 6)
A sufficient number of portable toilets and
handwashing stations will be located on site.
Water Bottle refill Stations (Item 5)
Portable potable water cisterns with water bottle refill
stations will be located on site.
Ambulance and Courtesy Shuttle Parking (Item 3)
The parking for the on-site ambulance, together with
the Courtesy Shuttles will be located on site.
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Bus Hop-On / Hop-Off Station (Item 4)
Registered participants will be able to use this service
at the bus station, located on site. They will be able
to hop-on or off the continuously running shuttles
between Hornets Nest and Shefford Park. At peak
hours (early morning and late afternoon), additional
shuttles will be provided to ensure everyone can get
to their intended destination on time.
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PLAYER SAFETY
The safety of all participants is paramount to a
successful Bingham Cup in 2020. A full scale Emergency
Response plan will be developed in conjunction with
the City of Ottawa, and First Responders to ensure this
is achieved for all the participants, spectators and staff.
We have budgeted for the following expenses to ensure
a safe and well-executed triage and safety plan.
The Bid Committee has worked with our partner,
University of Ottawa and their Physiotherapy Program
to provide physiotherapy and massage stations within
the Players’ Village.
Ambulances will be hired and be present on both sites
throughout the tournament. This will ensure prompt and
timely transportation to one of the local hospitals in the
event of a medical emergency.
There are 5 Hospital Emergency Rooms in Ottawa
that have the necessary capacity to accommodate any
injuries quickly and efficiently. If necessary to transport
an injured participant via ambulance to receive care
greater than can be administered at the tournament site,
we plan to have volunteers with vehicles standing by to
take a chaperone or team representative to meet the
ambulance at the Emergency Room. The volunteers
will also be on call to provide transport
from the Emergency Room back to their
accommodation or the tournament location
once they are discharged from the hospital.

Each pitch will have a volunteer assigned to it with
a radio to ensure that contact is maintained with the
operations center at all times.
We will ensure that a medic with concussion training is
assigned to each pitch for every match throughout the
tournament, which is also a requirement of Rugby Ontario.
If a participant is injured but does not require
ambulance transport, and if that injured participant
requires care greater than can be administered at the
tournament site, it is our plan to have volunteers with
vehicles standing by to take that injured participant
together with a team representative or chaperon
to attend at the Emergency Room. The same
volunteers will be on call to provide transport from the
Emergency Room back either to their accommodation
or the tournament location once they are discharged
from the hospital. Priority will be given to individuals
requiring transportation to meet an ambulance
transport as described above.
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LOGISTICS
As presented in “Tournament and Fields”, above, the
two venues for the tournament offer 10 regulationsized pitches between them (5 pitches each at Hornets
Nest and Shefford Park), with several warm-up pitches
available at both locations.
Using a schedule similar to that used in Amsterdam –
with the first match of every day being at 0830, and a
10 minute break between each match – each pitch can
accommodate 9 matches per day, with the last one
starting at 1550. This means that every day, it would
be possible to play a total of 90 matches. Adopting
a tighter, more ambitious schedule – starting the first
match of the day at 0800, the last one at 1620, and
keeping the break between matches at 5
minutes – would allow us to schedule
11 matches per pitch per day, for
a total of 110 matches per day.
The length of the

tournament itself can stretch from 2.5 days of roundrobin play and semi-finals plus half a day for finals, to
3.75 days of round-robin and semi-finals plus .25 day
for the various finals.
The number of days over which the tournament play will
stretch will depend on the number of sides hosted as
well as on the tournament structure. We will collaborate
with IGR so as to structure the tournament in a manner
that is acceptable to both entities. We understand the
current IGR preference for a structure predicated on
each participating side being guaranteed to play a
minimum of 5 matches, which we can easily accomplish.
The management of both Hornets’ Nest and Shefford
Park have already agreed to host the play portion of the
tournament during the proposed Tournament period,
allowing us the flexibility needed to plan a three- or
four-day tournament, with practice days prior to
tournament play, as needed.
Based on the various figures outlined above, at its
lowest bound, we can easily host anywhere from
90 (tournament length of 2.5 days, loose scheduling)
to more than 160 sides (tournament length of 3.75
days, tight scheduling). Ultimately, the number of
days and pitches, as well as the tightness of the
scheduling, will depend upon the number of
full sides which will register. This flexibility will
make it very easy to schedule the various
Men’s, Women’s, and Old Boys’ brackets.
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REFEREES
We plan to have teams of five referees assigned to each
pitch for the duration of the tournament. As three referees
are needed for any given game, this would give some time
off to each ref as the assignments would rotate between
the set of referees over the course of the day. If we assume
a schedule of 10 matches per pitch per day (the middle
option), we have 30 refereeing slots to assign per ref team of
5 member. Each ref therefore gets 6 assignments (whether
as head ref or touch judge) spread out over 10 matches.
As we plan to use ten pitches for the tournament, 50
referees would be needed, but an additional ten would
be recruited to allow for missed assignments, illness, and
no-shows. We are confident that, between ISIRR member
referees, and referees attached to Rugby Ontario, Rugby
Québec, and Empire Rugby (New York State’s rugby
union), we will secure the required number of referees to
staff every fixture. The budget provides for meals for all
referees, a stipend for each minute of match officiating,
and the waiving of the registration fee. Furthermore, the
referees will have their dedicated change rooms facilities
located at the Hornets clubhouse, which includes shower
facilities and dedicated bathrooms.

OPERATIONS
The Tournament’s nerve centre will be located at the
Hornets’ Nest headquarters building, the Eric Danis
clubhouse. This building brings together a meeting
room/coaching centre, office space, technical staff
space, a canteen, storage rooms, washrooms and an
outdoor patio deck. Shefford Park will host a satellite
facility, linked to the main one by radio and other
telecommunication channels.
We are planning to have a volunteer assigned to
each pitch for the duration of the tournament, to act
as a pitch manager/liaison officer for the teams playing
at that pitch, to answer questions, direct individuals
(players, officials, supporters, etc.) to appropriate service
areas, and to work with the refereeing team assigned
to that pitch to ensure a smooth flow from one game
to the next and to keep a good grip on the schedule.
Furthermore, we plan to provide these volunteers with
radios so they are linked to Tournament nerve’s centre.
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REGISTRATIONS AND ROSTER MANAGEMENT
We will process registration according to a structure which
is by now familiar to IGR family players, officials, volunteers
and supporters. We will put in place a website which will
allow clubs to bulk register as many players, officials, and
supporters as needed, without necessarily having to have
up-front all the information required to create official
rosters. Individual players and supporters will also be able
to register on their own, whether affiliated with a club or
not (i.e. World Barbarians).
All clubs travelling to Bingham 2020 will have to be
sanctioned by Rugby Canada and Rugby Ontario.
Furthermore, World Rugby requires that all teams must
have Home National Union Sanctioning Approval prior to
touring. All unaffiliated players will have to be sanctioned
by their Home National Governing Body, as International
Unions and World Rugby require that all individuals must
have National Union Sanctioning prior to the departure
date. This will ensure that all potential players are eligible
to play in Ontario during the tournament.
All of this will be accomplished through the following
process, which is already operationalised by Rugby
Canada and its provincial unions for all tours; the process
is handled through a web-based interface. All incoming
sides will be required to apply through that web portal for
approval to tour in Canada for playing at Bingham Cup
2020. The process will entail submitting a travel letter from
the visiting side’s home union, the appropriate insurance
documents as specified by the incoming side’s local
union, and a complete roster of all individuals who are to
be covered by insurance. Once Rugby Canada / Rugby
Ontario complete the review and grant approval, the
incoming sides will be given sanctioning numbers which
will be attached to printable Sanctioning Certificates.
Visiting sides will also be issued Certificates of Insurance
for their tours, along with Rugby Canada Tour Letters.
Rugby Canada / Rugby Ontario will also provide the
Organizing Committee with the approved rosters as they
are processed, to ensure that the Organizing Committee
keeps an up-to-date database of eligible players. A similar
process, using the same web-based portal, is available for
individual, non-club-affiliated players. These processes are
all compliant with World Rugby Regulation 16.

With the tournament taking place in August, we plan
to have the registration component of the website
operational as soon as possible, and certainly, before the
start of the 2020 calendar year. The registration process
will offer a lower-cost early bird option, with a more
expensive registration fee charged to those who register
at later date. The exact dates for the early-bird period
cannot be determined at this stage as those will be set
based on the deadlines negotiated the tournament’s main
vendors and suppliers.
Clubs will be invited to fill out the full registration details
for all their players up until four weeks before the day
the tournament pools will be drawn (August 8th). The
deadline for submitting full details and complete draft
rosters, required for determination of the total number
of sides participating, the final tournament and fixtures
structure, pool development, identification of sides
which will need to be combined, and the assignment
of unaffiliated players to sides facing player shortfalls,
will therefore be July 11th. Final rosters will need to
be submitted by July 25th. Past that date, changes to
rosters will only be allowed following tournament rules
as set by IGR and the Organizing Committee. Those
timelines are purely indicative and exact dates will be
determined following consultations between IGR through
the Tournament Liaison Committee and the Organizing
Committee. Considering the expected increase in both
the number of players and sides participating in the
Bingham Cup, the Organizing Committee aims to have a
longer roster preparation and review period, if possible.
Once player eligibility and the make-up of the
participating sides have been handled, the Organizing
Committee must implement a process to ensure that
individuals who step onto the pitches are who they
say they are, and are playing with the sides with whom
they are allowed to play. To that end identification
cards issued by the Organizing Committee will include
a photograph and be color-coded based on the
status (player, referee, support staff, VIP, etc.) of the
registrant. Only individuals who appear on a Rugby
Canada / Rugby Ontario vetted roster will be issued
player IDs, and only individuals with ‘player’ IDs will be
allowed to play during a Bingham game. Official team
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rosters will be handed out to the liaison officers (as per
‘Operations’ section) before matches, and the liaison
officers will need to confirm every player’s identity
and credentials against the rosters before the handing
control over to the head referee for a game to begin.
As the Tournament Liaison Committee’s tournament
rules regarding player movements may allow for players
to be reassigned from one side to another over the
course of the tournament, new rosters will be issued for
verification purposes as needed.

Official rosters of eligible players, of approved sides, of
referees and other support personnel will be recorded
using the rostering system determined by the TLC;
this is currently done through officially-approved Excel
spreadsheets, and this is a method the Organizing
Committee supports. For the purposes of pitch scheduling,
score tracking, and on-line publication, the Organizing
Committee is proposing to use the software system which
was implemented in Amsterdam as it was found to work
extremely well and to provide an appealing visual interface
for end users. Excel will be used to generate final rankings.

MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE AND RULES
The Tournament will be played based upon the
Tournament rules outlined by IGR, which may be
updated prior to Bingham Cup 2020 at the discretion
of the IGR Trustees and member teams. If the Ottawa
Wolves bid were selected as the winning bid, the
Wolves organization and Bingham Committee would
work with IGR to confirm the rules and work to resolve
any outstanding questions or concerns that may impact
the rules in a timely matter.

IGR experienced incredible growth of over 30%
between the Bingham Cup 2016 (Nashville) and
Bingham Cup 2020 (Amsterdam), therefore we are
basing our schedule and budget on four days of
tournament play, which can easily be scaled down to
three if requested to do so.

CHAIN OF COMMAND
Chain of Command will be finalized if and when the bid
is awarded. Jean-François Laberge, as President of the
Bid Committee, will remain President of the Bingham Cup
2020 Committee if the bid were awarded. He will continue

MANAGING TOURNAMENT VENUE
The management of the Tournament Venue which is
comprised of the Hornet’s Nest and Shefford’s Park
locations would fall under the oversight of the Tournament
Director, Carl Pilon. The Tournament Director will
cooperate with the management teams and the staff
of both locations as well as IGR once the tournament
handover is completed to ensure the successful execution
of the tournament.
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to be the main point of contact for member clubs and IGR.
He will brief the Executive Board of the Ottawa Wolves at
their monthly board meetings and ensure compliance with
all IGR reporting requirements in a timely fashion.
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VOLUNTEERS
We estimate that with the number of venues and activities taking
place during the tournament, registration of 800 and 1000
volunteers will be appropriate to service identified needs for a
successful tournament. This number takes into consideration the
average 20% no-show rate for volunteer opportunities.

VOLUNTEER POOL IN OTTAWA
The Province of Ontario requires high school students to complete
community service hours as a pre-requisite to graduation. As a notfor-profit the Bingham Cup Ottawa 2020 would be eligible to verify
hours for this purpose. This would allow us to reach out to the
under 19 year-old rugby community in the Eastern Ontario Rugby
Union to secure a volunteer base with a knowledge of, and more
importantly, a passion for the game of rugby.
We will also draw from other clubs in our Rugby Union, the Capitol
Pride team, and other local LGBTQ2s+ organizations. In addition,
we will approach the Pride Network from the Federal Government
to attract volunteers who have management experience to fill the
roles of Volunteer Team Leaders.
Inevitably, there are always individuals from the IGR family who
wish to volunteer their time while attending the Bingham Cup and
those individuals are more than welcome to do so. A callout for
Volunteers will be announced at the same time that registration is
open to allow registrants to express their interest.

VOLUNTEER COMMUNICATION
AND MANAGEMENT
A successful edition of the 2020 Bingham Cup will require proper
management of the volunteers. A position of Vice-President
– Volunteers will be created and Jay Smidt will take on those
responsibilities.
Following Amsterdam’s lead, we plan to use the Volunteer
Management Software “Volgistics” in order to communicate
with volunteers. The software will allow us to assign volunteers
to schedules and tasks. It will allow us to publish the volunteer’s
individual schedules in their own personal calendar within the
application and provide descriptions of tasks that are necessary for
each volunteer position. Finally, the software will include the Team
Leader contact information for each section.
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CLOSING CEREMONIES
The Closing Ceremonies will take place at the historic
Aberdeen Pavilion at Lansdowne Park (capacity 2800).
Inspired by London’s Crystal Palace, this Heritage site
was first built in 1898 and is the home of a number
of our Nation’s festivals. It’s ideal location alongside
the west bank of the world renown Rideau Canal
and within the heart of Ottawa’s new sports and
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entertainment district, makes the Pavilion perfect for
accommodating hungry ruggers who are ready to
celebrate the tournament’s end. We are planning to
have a brief ceremony and trophy presentation for
players, followed by a lively party for all with DJs and
entertainment.
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LEGACY
The Bingham Cup has to be a true celebration of what
inclusive rugby is all about. We will ensure that the

2020 edition of the tournament will leave a long lasting
legacy through a number of initiatives.

GREEN INITIATIVE
With our Green Initiatives, we will endeavour to make
Bingham Cup 2020 carbon neutral. All participants
will receive an aluminum water bottle they can refill at
nearby stations, thereby eliminating the presence of
single-use plastic bottles.

Also, we have built into each registration fee an
allocation for the purchase and planting of a tree in the
province of Ontario. This will off-set the carbon footprint
of each participant and help reduce greenhouse gases
for generations to come.

We will provide bottle carriers at each pitch so that
participants can use their aluminum bottles to
rehydrate during the games.

Finally, all transportation during the tournament will
be via Ottawa’s new environmentally-friendly light
rail transit system, or on foot, further reducing the
tournament’s carbon footprint.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
Through our Social Development Initiatives, we will
partner with the University of Ottawa Common Law
Faculty to deliver a conference exploring the legal and
social challenges faced by trans athletes.

Also, we have partnered with the Canadian Wheelchair
Sport Association to deliver, for the first time ever
at a Bingham Cup, a Murderball (wheelchair rugby)
exhibition game during the tournament

MARK BINGHAM PITCH INITIATIVE
Through our legacy initiative, we will ensure the legacy
of Mark Bingham and IGR values are celebrated, long
after the tournament has left Ottawa.
We will be making a significant capital investment to
upgrade the centre field located at Hornets Nest to
ensure that the finals of the Bingham Cup are played on
a truly world-class level pitch.

Furthermore, multisport posts will be permanently
installed on a number of pitches, ensuring the future
development of our great game in the eastern part of
the City, for years to come.

Prior to the finals being held on this new upgraded
natural-grass pitch, we have planned a ceremony where
a Canadian Maple Tree will be planted overlooking
the newly upgraded centre-pitch and a plaque will be
unveiled by Alice Hoagland, officially naming it, the
Mark Bingham Field.
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BID COMMITTEE
The current members of the Bid Committee have the
knowledge and experience to deliver a successful 2020
competition of the Bingham Cup. No matter what
issues may arise, our Bid Committee members possess
exceptional personal and professional networks which
will be leveraged to deliver a smooth and successful
tournament. The strong partnerships forged with all
levels of government as well as with key partners,
such as Tourism Ottawa which has already committed
over $82,000.00CAD, are indicative of the
professionalism, support and trust the members have
within the Ottawa community.
The Bid Committee members and our partners have
a proven track record of hosting major national and
international sporting events like the Bingham Cup.
Over the past several years, Ottawa has served as host
city for the 2015 FIFA Women’s World Cup, Davis Cup
tennis, LPGA golf, the NHL100 Classic, the Canadian
Football League’s 105th Grey Cup, Red Bull Crashed
Ice, plus national and international championships in
track and field, cycling, curling, figure skating, canoe/
kayaking and many more. Ottawa also has a proven
track record of hosting major

international rugby events and tournaments. Numerous
key international men’s 15 test matches have been
played in Ottawa to sell-out crowds (Canada vs. Russia
– 2018; Canada vs. USA – 2015; Canada vs. Fiji, 2013,
etc.). In 2018, Ottawa hosted the world Golden Oldies
tournament, again, to record crowds. Ottawa is known
internationally for its numerous festivals, including the
Canadian Tulip Festival, Ottawa Bluesfest, Winterlude
and more! Furthermore, as our great country’s national
capital, numerous conferences, diplomatic ceremonies
and Canada Day celebrations all take place here.
Many of our committee members have had direct
involvement in organizing, fundraising, volunteering
and participating in these events.
Finally, the Ottawa Wolves RFC have organized
numerous local rugby tournaments which were
attended by IGR member teams, such as the annual
Robyn Cup in Ottawa, as well as the Beaver Bowl
tournament. The Ottawa Wolves RFC have partnered
with the Queer Mafia, Camp Ten Oaks, Bruce
House, the AIDS Walk and various other LGBTQI2S+
organisations to organize and deliver a multitude of
successful campaigns, programmes and events.

GOVERNANCE OF COMMITTEE
The Bid Committee will become the Tournament
Committee once the bid is awarded. In compliance with
Canadian law, the Committee will ensure the prompt
creation of a federally compliant privately held not-forprofit corporation (NFP) pursuant to the Canada
Corporations Act. The Directors of the Company will be
composed of Tournament Committee members as well
as members of the Board of the Ottawa Wolves RFC
to ensure the tournament is delivered in compliance
with the bid proposal documents and executed Hosting
Agreement. The planned directors and unelected of the
NFP are as follows:
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President – Jean-François Laberge
Vice-President, Finance – Dave Rose
Vice-President, Tournament Director – Carl Pilon
Vice-President, Volunteers’ Director – Jay Smidt
Vice-President – President of Ottawa Wolves – Nadine Elias
Vice-President – Treasurer of Ottawa Wolves –
Charbel Choueiri
The NFP will be the entity contracting with various third
party service providers and will have the mandate to
deliver the tournament in complete compliance with the
executed Hosting Agreement, in addition to any and all
negotiated and accepted directives from IGR.
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
As stated previously, as President of the Bid Committee,
Jean-François will continue on as the President of
the Bingham Cup 2020 Committee and become the
President of the NFP that will deliver the 2020 edition
of the Bingham Cup. As President, Jean-François will
sit on the Executive Committee of the NFP, together
with the Vice President, Finance (Dave Rose) and
the Vice President, Tournament Director (Carl Pilon).
Jean-François will be the first point of contact for all
issues and will be the primary liaison point for IGR and
clubs. Jean-François will ensure proper legal, financial
and public relations management throughout. JeanFrançois will work together with the Bingham Cup
2020 Committee, the NFP Board and the various subcommittees that will be struck by the Board to ensure
the vision, key deliverables and timelines are respected.
As stated previously, as the Tournament Director for
the Bid Committee, Carl Pilon will continue on as
the Tournament Director of the Bingham Cup 2020
Committee and become Vice President, Tournament
Director of the NFP that will deliver the 2020 edition
of the Bingham Cup. As Tournament Director, Carl will
sit on the Executive Committee of the NFP, together
with the President (Jean-François Laberge), and the
Vice President, Finance (Dave Rose). Carl will be
responsible for all logistical aspects of the tournament.
From registration to roster management, from data
management to scheduling, from sitting on the
decisional disciplinary board during the tournament to
the tournament draw, Carl’s professional background,
attention to detail and superior organizational skills will
ensure a superior tournament experience for all.
As stated previously, as Volunteers’ Director for the Bid
Committee, Jay Smidt will continue on as the Volunteers’
Director of the Bingham Cup 2020 Committee and
become the Vice President, Volunteers of the NFP that
will deliver the 2020 edition of the Bingham Cup. As
Volunteers’ Director, Jay will be the lead on ensuring
all aspects of the tournament are properly staffed. With
a projected figure of close 800 volunteers, Jay will be
responsible for the management of human resources
and assets ahead, during and after the tournament. Jay’s

superior leadership and communication skills, coupled
with his passion for everything rugby will ensure a warm
and welcoming tournament for all!
As mentioned above, as Vice President, Finance, Dave
will continue on as the Vice President, Finance of the
Bingham Cup 2020 Committee and become the Vice
President, Finance of the NFP that will deliver the 2020
edition of the Bingham Cup. As Vice President, Finance,
Dave will sit on the Executive Committee of the NFP,
together with the President (Jean-François Laberge) and
the Vice President, Tournament Director (Carl Pilon).
Dave, will work closely with the Treasurer of the Ottawa
Wolves, Charbel Choueiri, to ensure that all financial
affairs of the tournament are properly documented and
managed. Dave’s extensive experience in management,
including being a member of the Rugby Ontario audit
Committee will of great benefit the 2020 edition of the
Bingham Cup and IGR.
As mentioned above, as President of the Ottawa Wolves
RFC, Nadine Ellias will continue on as a member of the
Bingham Cup 2020 Committee and will become Vice
President, President Ottawa Wolves of the NFP that will
deliver the 2020 edition of the Bingham Cup. Nadine will
work closely with the President (Jean-François Laberge
to ensure the tournament is delivered in compliance
with the bid proposal documents and executed Hosting
Agreement. In addition, Nadine will work closely with the
Tournament Director (Carl Pilon) to address any and all
requirements for a successful Amanda Cup competition.
As mentioned above, as Treasurer of the Ottawa Wolves
RFC, Charbel Choueiri will continue on as a member of
the Bingham Cup 2020 Committee and will become Vice
President, Treasurer Ottawa Wolves of the NFP that will
deliver the 2020 edition of the Bingham Cup. Charbel
will work closely with the Vice President, Financial (Dave
Rose), to ensure that all financial affairs of the tournament
are properly documented and managed. Charbel’s
extensive experience in management, including his work
as events coordinator for the Canadian AIDS Society
from 1998 until 2003 will of great benefit the 2020
edition of the Bingham Cup and IGR.
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Wanda Malone will be a member of the Bingham Cup
2020 Committee as Director of Referees. She will work
closely with the Tournament Director as well as Rose
Labrèche, another Bingham Cup 2020 Committee
member to address any and all issues related to the
match officiating during the tournament. She will also
provide any coordination required with the provincial
and national referee governing bodies.
Rose Labrèche will be a member of the Bingham Cup
2020 Committee. She will work closely with the Director
of Referees (Wanda Malone) and with the Tournament
Director (Carl Pilon), to address any and all issues

related to the match officiating during the tournament.
She will also provide assistance with organizing and
delivering the referee clinics.
Dan Popowych, David Lowe, Eric Puig, March Raymond
& Raynor Boutet are all members of the management
teams of the OGSC Hornets and Dragons Soccer Clubs
and as such, will be members of the Bingham Cup 2020
Committee. They will work closely will all members of
the NFP responsible for delivery of the tournament.
Their athletic passion, dedication and support will
ensure an unparalleled tournament experience.

CARL PILON
Full Member
Carl Pilon is a foreign service officer
with the Canadian Department
of Foreign Affairs, Trade and
Development. It was only a few
days after he arrived on posting in
San Francisco in 2005 that he joined the Fog, with whom
he played for two years. Upon his return to Ottawa
he and his husband founded the Wolves, who played
their first season in the Eastern Ontario Rugby Union

in 2009, and their first Bingham Cup in Minneapolis in
2010. After being assigned to Stockholm he joined the
fledgling Berserkers, with whom he played until 2014.
Upon returning to Ottawa in 2015 he reintegrated his
Wolves family. His greatest achievements in rugby, apart
from helping two teams get off the ground, is scoring
winning tries (as a prop) in two different Bingham Cups
for two different teams, in Minneapolis for the Wolves
and Manchester for the Berserkers.

CRAIG SKLENAR
Full Member
Craig has been involved in the
rugby community since 2007.
Joining the Chicago Dragons,
Craig’s leadership of the team
included two years as fundraising
chair and two years as president. He helped guide
the club through reorganization and growth leading
to today’s robust club. Craig’s passion for rugby and
commitment to the LGBTQ2A Community provided
the drive to support organizations like Calgary Pride.
For two years Craig led the efforts to engage elected
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officials and government bodies as Director of
Government Affairs for the organization. His role on
the board also included the co-direction of the parade
itself, organizing over 150 entries, 4,500 participants
of an event that attracted over 60,000 people on the
day itself. This included coordination with local events
management and city staff to ensure the safety and
organization of the parade was executed without
issues. Craig brings this broad experience to the
Ottawa wolves Bingham Board and is excited to host
our IGR family in 2020.
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DAN POPOWYCH
OGSC Hornets General Manager – Full Member
April 2018 brought about a new
era for the Ottawa Gloucester
Hornets Soccer Club as they
appointed Dan Popowych as
their General Manager, a first
in the club’s rich 47 year history. A 30 year veteran
of the club Dan has played soccer for the green
and white of the Hornets since the age 4 and has
achieved provincial and national titles throughout his
past and present day playing career. After graduating
from Carleton University in 2010 Dan spent 8 years

with a small start-up adult recreational soccer league
as Director of Operation. Under his contributing
direction the small start-up league grew from 10
teams in 2010 to over 315 teams in 2018 with a net
pool of 13,000 players operating year round. In 2017
expansion of operations to Toronto transformed the
once tiny start up into a large, provincially recognized
entity that counties to grow exponentially. Dan looks
forward being an integral asset between the Ottawa
Gloucester Hornets Soccer Club and Ottawa’s 2020
Bingham Cup bid.

DAVID LOWE
OGSC Dragons Chair – Full Member
David Lowe grew up in
Gloucester and played soccer for
the first time with the Gloucester
Soccer Association when it
started in the early 1970s. He
played with the GSA throughout his childhood. After
high school, he played on the Gloucester Men’s
Premier team that won the Ottawa Cup in 1992.

He has been a volunteer with Gloucester Dragons
Recreational Soccer since 2002, first as a coach,
then as an age group director, and now as chairman.
The mission of the Dragons is a lot like that of the
Bingham Cup: “To promote the game of soccer while
providing all participants with an equal opportunity to
play and to develop in an atmosphere of fun, good
sportsmanship and respect.”

ERIC PUIG
OGSC Hornets Co-Chair – Full Member
Eric Puig is the Co-Chair of the Ottawa-Gloucester
Hornets. A high-school teacher by profession, he
oversees the soccer operations of the Club. Before
joining the Ottawa-Gloucester Hornets board, he has
been coaching with the Club for 4 years. He has also
been coaching High-School soccer and used to coach
the U-17 regional selection of Outaouais. Previous
to coaching, Eric played soccer all his life. He was a
member of the Quebec provincial soccer team for

4 years and played 2 years for the U-17 Canadian
National Soccer team with whom he played in the
Youth World Cup in Scotland in 1989. He has also
played for the Université de Sherbrooke where he has
won the National title in 1993 and was named MVP of
the tournament. After Sherbrooke, Eric has pursued
his education at the University of Toronto with whom
he played soccer for 3 years and was named on the
Canadian All-Star team during each year.
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JAY SMIDT
Full Member
Jay Smidt is one of the two
founders of the Ottawa Wolves
and is currently the vice-president
of the club. After moving to
Ottawa from San Francisco in
2007 where his husband Carl played with the Fog
they found that they missed their rugby family and
worked to build their own, launching the Wolves in
2008. In 2010 they moved to Stockholm at about
the same time the Berserkers were getting started,

where Jay was often a supporter and photographer
for the team. He has attended 5 Bingham Cups;
Dublin (2008), Minneapolis (2010), Manchester (2012),
Nashville (2016) and Amsterdam (2018) as both a club
representative and spectator. Jay is originally from the
United States and has lived in Chicago, Dallas, San
Francisco, Ottawa, Stockholm and Tel Aviv. He has
a background in finance and project administration
and currently works for Global Affairs Canada as an
Administrative Coordinator.

JEAN-FRANÇOIS LABERGE
President
From being a professional lifeguard
to a CSIA Levell II ski instructor, to
competing in all manor of sports
(triathlons, soccer, volleyball, winter
biathlon, etc.), Jean-François
does not recall a day when sports were not part of his
life. He joined the Ottawa Wolves seven years ago
and participated in four Bingham Cups, including
Nashville as Captain of the team. Jean-François is fully

bilingual. Professionally, he has worked on Parliament
Hill as a Page, Library of Parliament Guide, Hansard
Documentation Officer, as a Lecturer at the Faculty
of French Common Law of Ottawa University and is
a Partner and Head of the Litigation Group at Low
Murchison Radnoff LLP, one of Ottawa’s oldest law firms.
Jean-François has and continues to sit on many Boards
in the Ottawa region. Jean-François is the President of
the Bingham Cup 2020 Ottawa Bid Committee.

JOHNNY FESTARINI
Full Member
Johnny Festarini started playing
rugby with the Ottawa Wolves
in 2008, the year the club was
established. Since then he’s
occupied a number of leadership
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and administrative positions including team Captain
and club President. Johnny was active in building
and growing the club during its fledging years. More
recently, he has been instrumental in ensuring the
sustainability of the Ottawa Wolves by sponsoring the
club through his work with the Queer Mafia.
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MARC RAYMOND
OGSC Hornets Co-Chair – Full Member
Marc is an Ottawa native, a
University of Ottawa graduate,
and an employee of Microsoft
Canada. Marc is currently
volunteering as Co-Chair for
Ottawa Gloucester Hornets Soccer. Marc’s decision to
join the executive board was an easy choice. Firstly,
there was a need, coupled with an opportunity to give
back to his community. A community to which he has

benefited greatly. Additionally, and most importantly,
the Hornets provide great structure empowering boys,
girls, to achieve more within the context of focusing
on the values of fairness, excellence, inclusion, and
fun. Marc’s earlier focus was always in the arenas
of playing & managing rugby, basketball, football,
volleyball, and baseball; however, with daughters so
focused on the “beautiful game”, it set a path forward
to a transition of soccer.

NADINE ELLIAS
Full Member
Nadine Elias has been an active
player with the Ottawa Wolves
Rugby Football Club since 2014,
and has served on the Wolves’
Board of Directors for the past 3
years, including in her current role of President. Since
emigrating from Lebanon as a child, Nadine has found
a true home in Ottawa’s thriving sports community as
a competitive athlete and taking on leadership roles
in rugby, volleyball, basketball, fencing, and, most
recently, Olympic lifting and powerlifting. Nadine

also has over a decade of experience as a high
performance volleyball coach for teenage girls. She
has sought to harness her leadership and experience
in athletics, women’s empowerment, and her sense of
community and diversity as a way to not only focus on
strengthening and driving the expansion of the Ottawa
Wolves’ men’s and women’s side but also strengthen its
relationship within the LGBTQ2+ community. Off the
pitch, you will probably find Nadine nursing a scotch
and her most recent rugby injury.

RAYNOR BOUTET
OGSC Hornets Treasurer – Full Member
Raynor Boutet is involved in
organized sports both as a player
and as a parent. With her two
boys she has been part of the
bench staff for their respective
hockey teams for 8 years as either the manager or
treasurer depending on the need each season. These
roles have given her a greater understanding on how
recreational sports are run. Her younger son plays
with the OGSC Hornets where she became involved
as the squad manager as soon as he was accepted
to the U9 squad spring of 2015. This role included

game scheduling, practice confirmation, tournament
coordination, team budgeting and squad event
management. In 2018, she decided to look beyond
team management and joined the OGSC Hornets
Board of directors as their current treasurer. When
she is not supporting a youth sports team, she can be
found on the volleyball court where she gets to play
rather then plan.

37

Bingham Cup • Ottawa 2020 BID

WANDA MALONE
FULL MEMBER
Wanda Malone first become
involved in rugby while
attending Memorial University
in Newfoundland. On moving
to Ontario, she continued to
play and coach. After a number of concussions, she
hung up her boots and became a referee. For the
past 7 years, she has been a member of the Eastern

Ontario Rugby Referee Society. Currently, she is one
of 5 appointers in Ontario. Besides working with
rugby teams at the club level, Wanda Malone has
helped organize a number of Ontario Federation
of School Athletic Associations championships and
she is entering her third year as Referee-in-Chief
of the National Capital Secondary School Athletic
Association.

DAVE ROSE
FULL MEMBER
Dave Rose first started playing
rugby with the original players
that formed the Ottawa Wolves
RFC. He then served on the
Board as Vice President,
President and most notably was

coach of the men’s side for 3 seasons. Dave currently
sits on the Board of the Eastern Ontario Rugby Union
as the Vice President Finance and Administration
and has been in that position for the last 7 years.
He also served for 2 years on the Audit Committee
of Rugby Ontario.

CHARBEL CHOUEIRI
FULL MEMBER
Charbel has been involved
in Rugby since joining the
Ottawa Wolves in 2009. He
served as Events coordinator
on the Ottawa Wolves Board
of Director and Treasurer for
many years. Prior to working
as an Executive Assistant to a
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Senior Canadian Government official, Charbel was
the events coordinator for the Canadian AIDS Society
from 1998 until 2003. During that time, he planned
and organised various International Symposiums and
managed the AIDS Walk Canada across the country.
He was also a member of the organising committee of
Capital Pride from 1999 to 2001.
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THOMAS COLLOMBAT
Full Member
Thomas was born in a rugby
family in the centre of France.
He started playing when he was
8 years old and was eventually
selected on his regional team,
with which he toured in the Czech Republic in
1994. In college, he became captain and coach of
the Political Science Institute rugby team, in Aixen-Provence. Thomas stopped playing when he
moved to Canada in 2001, partly because he found

it more and more difficult to conciliate his sport and
his sexual orientation. He resumed playing in 2012
when he joined the Ottawa Wolves. He participated
in two Bingham Cups as the Wolves scrumhalf and
retired in 2016 in Nashville. That same year, he spent
6 months in Buenos Aires where him and his partner
became close friends and allies of the Ciervos Pampas
RFC. Thomas is a political science professor at the
Université du Québec en Outaouais, across the river
from Parliament Hill.

ROSE LABRÈCHE
Associate Member
Rose LaBrèche has been involved
in rugby since 2003 as a player,
coach, administrator, and most
notably, match official. She
has represented Canada at
the highest level of the sport worldwide and has
officiated at prestigious events such as the 2015
Pan American Games, 2016 Rio de Janeiro Summer
Olympics, 2017 Women’s Rugby World Cup, and

the 2018 Commonwealth Games. She is also poses
as a community leader as an elected Board Member
of Rugby Ontario and has won Match Official of the
Year for two consecutive seasons at the provincial and
national level. Outside of sport, she holds a Master’s
degree from the University of Ottawa in International
Development and Environmental Sustainability, and
currently works for the Federal Government in Ottawa.
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PARTNERS
We are proud of our partnerships. Please find enclosed
at Appendix D our current letters of support. We have
the support of every level of government for the bid, as
well numerous private and public partners. These strong
partnerships, already forged and confirmed, will ensure
the delivery of a safe, logistically and financially sound,
world-class event.

MEDIA
As per the bid requirements, we will deliver our Media
Strategy within 60 days of winning the bid. We have
already formed strong partnerships with a number of key
organisations such as Rugby Canada and government
representatives that will ensure that the 2020 edition
of the Bingham Cup in Ottawa is celebrated in local,
national and international media. From attendances by
ambassadors to player profiles and interviews, we will
leverage traditional media sources as well as newer digital
forms to ensure the Bingham Cup receives the media
exposure and support it truly deserves.

BINGHAM CUP
HOSTING AGREEMENT
Please find attached at APPENDIX C the Bingham Cup
Hosting Agreement which was executed on May 31, 2018
and originally forwarded onto IGR on June 1, 2018.
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APPENDIX A – FLIGHT COST COMPARISON
Flight Cost to Ottawa
CLUB

NOTES

LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

MEDIAN

Amsterdam

$894.00

$916.00

$998.00

$916.00

Armada Montreal

$721.00

$767.00

$774.00

$767.00

wAtlanta Bucks

$303.00

$366.00

$440.00

$366.00

Baltimore Flamingos

$290.00

$478.00

$530.00

$478.00

Belfast Azlans

$878.00

$950.00

$992.00

$950.00

Berlin Bruisers

$572.00

$835.00

$931.00

$835.00

Birmingham Bulls

$784.00

$846.00

$876.00

$846.00

Boston ironsides

$308.00

$463.00

$478.00

$463.00

$784.00

$896.00

$941.00

$896.00

Brisbane Hustlers

$952.00

$1,263.00

$1,437.00

$1,263.00

Bristol Bisons

$775.00

$817.00

$859.00

$817.00

Brussels Straffe Ketten

$647.00

$819.00

$857.00

$819.00

Caledonian Thebans

$777.00

$805.00

$884.00

$805.00

Cardiff Lions

$829.00

$853.00

$946.00

$853.00

Charleston Blockade

$350.00

$404.00

$484.00

$404.00

Charlotte Royals

$288.00

$342.00

$374.00

$342.00

$848.00

$890.00

$898.00

$890.00

$383.00

$498.00

$606.00

$498.00

$1,076.00

$1,677.00

$1,699.00

$1,677.00

Cologne Crushers (Germany)

$921.00

$995.00

$1,039.00

$995.00

Colorado Rush

$384.00

$493.00

$544.00

$493.00

Columbus Coyotes

$303.00

$400.00

$463.00

$400.00

Columbus Kodiaks

$303.00

$400.00

$463.00

$400.00

Crescent City Rougaroux (NOLA)

$451.00

$475.00

$553.00

$475.00

Dallas Diablos

$434.00

$475.00

$559.00

$475.00

Dallas Lost Souls

$434.00

$475.00

$559.00

$475.00

Brighton and Hove Sea Serpents

Chester Centurians (UK)
Chicago Dragons
Ciervos Pampas (Buenos Aries)

From London.

from Manchester
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FLIGHT COST COMPARISON CONTINUED
Flight Cost to Ottawa
CLUB

NOTES

Els Dragons De La Mola (Catalonia)

from Barcelona

LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

MEDIAN

$532.00

$834.00

$1,099.00

$834.00

Emerald Warriors (Dublin

$460.00

$496.00

$567.00

$496.00

Glasglow Alphas

$818.00

$837.00

$891.00

$837.00

Gotham Knights

$304.00

$519.00

$539.00

$519.00

Huarpes (Mendoza)

$970.00

$1,045.00

$1,316.00

$1,045.00

Jozi Cats (Johannesburg

$899.00

$952.00

$954.00

$952.00

Kings Cross Steelers

$784.00

$896.00

$941.00

$896.00

Lancashire Typhoons

$848.00

$890.00

$898.00

$890.00

Leeds Hunters

$785.00

$811.00

$902.00

$811.00

Les Coqs Festifs (Paris)

$485.00

$510.00

$518.00

$510.00

Les Galliardes (Paris)

$485.00

$510.00

$518.00

$510.00

Libera Rugby (Rome)

$536.00

$548.00

$577.00

$548.00

Lisbon Dark Horses

$582.00

$626.00

$660.00

$626.00

$848.00

$890.00

$898.00

$890.00

Los Angeles Rebellion

$416.00

$566.00

$643.00

$566.00

Los Valients de Montpelhier
(Montpellier France)

$531.00

$536.00

$615.00

$536.00

Madison minotaurs

$404.00

$432.00

$553.00

$432.00

Madrid Titans

$518.00

$593.00

$817.00

$593.00

Manchester Village Spartans

$848.00

$890.00

$898.00

$890.00

$1,365.00

$1,394.00

$1,457.00

$1,394.00

Milwaukee Beer Barons

$532.00

$467.00

$491.00

$491.00

Minneapolis Mayhem

$381.00

$432.00

$463.00

$432.00

Munich Monks

$908.00

$910.00

$935.00

$910.00

Nashville Grizzlies

$454.00

$482.00

$537.00

$482.00

$1,141.00

$1,250.00

$1,505.00

$1,250.00

$781.00

$832.00

$903.00

$832.00

$784.00

$896.00

$941.00

$896.00

Liverpool Tritons

from Manchester

Melbourne Chargers

New Zealand Falcons
Newcastle Ravons
Northampton Outlaws
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FLIGHT COST COMPARISON CONTINUED
Flight Cost to Ottawa
CLUB

NOTES

LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

MEDIAN

Philadelphia Gryphons

$405.00

$428.00

$437.00

$428.00

Phoenix Storm

$555.00

$564.00

$588.00

$564.00

Portland Lumberjacks

$609.00

$615.00

$665.00

$615.00

Reading Renegades

$823.00

$855.00

$870.00

$855.00

Rebelyons (Lyon)

$480.00

$535.00

$548.00

$535.00

San Diego Armada

$399.00

$533.00

$591.00

$533.00

San Francisco Fog

$403.00

$564.00

$719.00

$564.00

Seattle Quake

$451.00

$655.00

$681.00

$655.00

Saint Louis Crusaders

$432.00

$452.00

$478.00

$452.00

$848.00

$890.00

$898.00

$890.00

$724.00

$841.00

$850.00

$841.00

$829.00

$853.00

$946.00

$853.00

$1,361.00

$1,420.00

$1,568.00

$1,420.00

Toronto Muddy York

$315.00

$316.00

$370.00

$316.00

Tou’Win (Toulouse France)

$504.00

$534.00

$550.00

$534.00

Washington Renegades

$324.00

$340.00

$631.00

$340.00

Washington Scandals

$324.00

$340.00

$631.00

$340.00

$784.00

$896.00

$941.00

$896.00

LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

MEDIAN

$555.00

$626.00

$719.00

$626.00

Sheffield Vulcans

from Manchester

Stockholm Berserkers
Swansea Vikings

From Cardiff

Sydney Convicts

Wessex Wyverns

From London

MEDIAN PRICE

NOTE: All figures are in CAD. Flight costs were retrieved from flights.google.com on August 1, 2018.
All flights are for the same time. All flights rande leaving home city on June 6, 2019, returning
June 15, 2019. This date range is the furthest flight information out available at time of research.
Flight prices ranges may change based on date, timing of purchase, fees for luggages, taxes, etc.
This cost estimate is for information and comparison purposes only.
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APPENDIX B – FULL BUDGET IN CAD
Bingham Cup 2020 Financial Budget Revenue
Early Bird Player
Registration Fee

Standard Player
Registration Fee

Late Player
Registration Fee

$150.00

$185.00

$200.00

Based on 1700
Players

Based on 2100
Players

Based on 2250
Players

50% of the Registrants at Early Bird Fee of $150

$127,500.00

$157,500.00

$168,750.00

45% of the Registrants at Regular Fee $185

$141,525.00

$174,825.00

$187,220.00

5% Late of the Registrants at Late Fee $200

$17,000.00

$21,000.00

$22,600.00

Total Registration Revenue

$286,025.00

$353,325.00

$378,570.00

City of Ottawa Transportation – Buss Passes

$17,000.00

$21,000.00

$22,500.00

Merchandise - $20 per person

$34,000.00

$42,000.00

$45,000.00

Food & Beer - $20 per person

$34,000.00

$42,000.00

$45,000.00

$85,000.00

$105,000.00

$112,500.00

Based on
250 people

Based on
350 people

Based on
450 people

$5,000.00

$7,500.00

$10,000.00

Tourism Ottawa Grant

$82,720.00

$82,720.00

$82,720.00

Discover Ontario Grant

$80,000.00

$80,000.00

$80,000.00

$500.00

$1,000.00

$1,500.00

$50,000.00

$50,000.00

$50,000.00

Trillium Grant

$5,000.00

$5,000.00

$5,000.00

Federal Grant

$35,000.00

$35,000.00

$35,000.00

$253,220.00

$253,720.00

$254,220.00

REGISTRATION FEES (PER PERSON)

REGISTRATION FEES

DIVERSE REVENUE

Total Diverse Revenue
ADMISSION:
$5.00
SPONSORSHIP REVENUES

Advertisement
Private Sponsorship

Total Sponsorship Revenue
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Bingham Cup 2020 Financial Budget Expenses
GENERAL ADMIN EXPENSE
Logo

$1,000.00

Signage & Marketing
Photographer
VIP Flight Accommodations

$20,000.00
$2,500.00
$10,000.00

University of Ottawa Room Rentals

$1,762.12

Tournament Board

$1,695.00

Cuby for Cleats

$3,955.00

Communications PR - Bid

$15,000.00

Communications PR - Tournament

$20,000.00

Website

$8,475.00

Volgistics Volunteer Management App

$2,712.00

Bid Presentation Admin & Travel Costs

$3,691.53

Legal

$7,500.00

Insurance

$10,000.00

Banking Fees

$5,000.00

Office Supplies

$2,500.00

Financial Auditors

$5,000.00

Total General Admin Expense

$120,790.65

Bingham 2020 - Opening Ceremonies Expenses
Southam Hall Rental
Show Technical
DJ

$21,809.00
$2,000.00
$0.00

Total Opening Ceremony Expenses:

$23,809.00
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Bingham 2020 - Tournament (Fixed Costs)
Dome, Fields & Clubhouse Rental Fee

$20,000.00

Wifi hotspot

$2,500.00

Tent Rental Fee for Secondary Location

$5,000.00

Field Improvement Contribution
Ottawa University Practice Field Rental (2 days)

$35,000.00
$5,136.37

Portable Shower Trailers & toilet rentals

$17,678.00

Rugby Posts (purchases, Temp sets of 2)

$25,000.00

Water Bottle Filling Station - Permanent

$3,995.00

Water Buffalos - Bottle Filling stations x 6

$6,780.00

Ottawa University Physio Equipment,
Tape & Strapping

$2,825.00

Volunteer lunches

$11,300.00

Volunteer T-Shirts

$16,950.00

Referee kit

$7,500.00

On-field Radios for Referees

$5,550.00

Radios

$12,500.00

Ambulance

$23,730.00

Police

$11,865.00

Referee Stipend

$22,500.00

Medic Stipend

$8,000.00

Field Paint, Flags, Pads

$5,000.00

Jersey Laundry

$8,475.00

Ice Maker

$2,402.00

Barricades & Cones

$5,000.00

Speaker & Mike rental for Player Village

$800.00

Air Horns

$300.00

Trophies

$1,500.00

Cleaning/Sanitation

$1,696.00

Physio/Massage
Adarondack Chairs
Gasoline & Parking for Courtesy Vehicles

$0.00
$1,695.00
$750.00

Shuttle Bus

$27,346.00

Rugby Balls

$1,500.00
Total Tournament (Fixed Cost)
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Bingham 2020 - Tournament
(Non-Fixed Costs)

Cost Based on
1700 Players

Cost Based on
2100 Players

Cost Based on
2250 Players

$76,840.00

$94,920.00

$101,700.00

$3,842.00

$4,746.00

$5,085.00

Water Bottle

$11,526.00

$14,238.00

$15,255.00

Bus Pass

$17,000.00

$21,000.00

$22,500.00

$960.50

$1,186.50

$1,271.25

$6,800.00

$8,400.00

$9,000.00

IGR player fee

$14,450.00

$17,850.00

$19,125.00

Contingency Fund

$25,000.00

$40,000.00

$50,000.00

$156,418.50

$202,340.50

$223,936.25

Lunches
Bags

Wrist Bands
Tree Planting Fee

Total Tournament (Non-Fixed Cost)

Bingham Cup 2020 - Closing Ceremonies Expenses
Aberdean Hall

$7,759.30

Stage & Audio Rental

$12,500.00

DJ

$0.00
Total Closing Ceremonies Expenses

$20,259.30

Cost Based on
1700 Players

Cost Based on
2100 Players

Cost Based on
2250 Players

$23,809.00

$23.809.00

$23,809.00

Bingham General (Admin)

$120,790.65

$120,790.65

$120,790.65

Tournament - Fixed Costs

$300,273.37

$300,273.37

$300,273.37

Tournament - Non-Fixed Costs

$156,418.50

$202,340.50

$233,936.25

$20,259.30

$20,259.30

$20,259.30

$621,550.82

$667,472.82

$689,068.57

Bingham Cup 2020 Expense Category
Opening Ceremonies

Closing Ceremonies
TOTAL
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REVENUE STREAMS - DETAILED
The first and most significant revenue stream will come
from registration fees.
The second revenue stream in terms of significance
will be Sponsorship Revenues. We have confirmed
funding from a Tourism Ottawa Grant in the amount of
$82,720.00CAD. Discover Ontario is the sister program
to the Tourism Ottawa Grant. Having obtained the
Tourism Ottawa Grant, we are very confident that we will
receive the same amount or more from the provincial
program. Advertisement has been kept extremely low in
terms of revenue as we hope to tie in higher kick-backs
from service providers through advertisement exposure.
We will be running multiple Request for Proposal
processes to secure the most competitive contracts for
various services. For examples, for many of the food and
beverages contracts, we will request
a % of gross sales. The contractors will have to pay
additional funds or a higher % of gross sales in order
to advertise their products during the tournament. We
are currently in discussion with a number of national
banking and insurance institutions that have expressed
their interests in being the main sponsor for the Bingham
Cup in 2020 in Ottawa. In addition, various sponsorships
for athletic events such as the Bingham Cup exist and
are awarded by the Canadian Government and the
province of Ontario Lottery and Gaming Authority. We
strongly believe that the figure of $50,000.00CAD is
a conservative one. The province of Ontario Trillium
Grant is one funding source that has been applied for
and obtained by members of the Bid Committee for
various projects. The criteria for applying for sporting
events are well known and it is highly likely that it will
be obtained. The Federal Grant identified is part of a
federal/provincial/municipal infrastructure programme.

The programme is designed to match private funding
for public infrastructure improvement projects. The
creation of the Mark Bingham Field qualifies under the
programme. We will be partnering with the OGSC
Hornets and Dragons soccer clubs to obtain as much
funding as possible to minimize the amount required to
be set aside from the Bingham Cup 2020 Committee
but expect that at a minimum$35,000.00CAD for the
Field Improvement Contribution will be matched by the
federal/provincial/municipal infrastructure programme.
The third revenue stream in terms of significance will
be Diverse Revenue. Through our partnership with the
City of Ottawa, we have to come to an agreement in
principle that will result in the waiver of the price for the
public transportation passes for every registered
participant. As such, the cost for the passes was
accounted for in the costs for the tournament but due to
our waiver agreement, the same cost is offset in the
Diverse Revenue section of the budget. Merchandising
revenue is self-explanatory. We expect to have our
merchandising up and available for purchase well before
the tournament. We are considering having a photo
competition whereby registered members can submit
pictures of themselves in the Bingham Cup 2020
merchandise ahead of the tournament for the chance
to win a gift basket of merchandise. We hope this will
increase advanced purchases of merchandise and ensure
that the conservative figure of $20.00CAD per registered
participant is exceeded. We expect to generate food and
beer revenues of approximately $20.00CAD per person.
This is predicated of getting a higher % of gross sales
due to better advertising and media exposure secured
for the vendors through our competitive RFP processes.

BUDGETARY CONTINGENCY PLANNING
As stated above, our budgetary exercised has been
extremely thorough. Every reasonable and necessary
expenditures for running the tournament has been
estimated, costed out and in many cases, secured
through agreements in principle. Therefore, contingency
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funds will likely not be necessary. These funds are not
insignificant and are based on the amount of participants
(1700 participants = $25,000.00CAD; 2100 participants =
$40,000.00CAD; 2250 participants = $50,000.00CAD)
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There are a number of expenses that can be scaled
back should the Discover Ontario Grant not be secured.
Again, we believe this to be a highly unlikely scenario.
The first expenditure that can be eliminated is the
Ottawa University Field Practice Rental. We planned to
secure the artificial turf field located on the University
of Ottawa campus for higher tier teams who may have
wished to conduct additional practices without the need
to travel to the tournament location approximately 20
minutes away by LRT. This is a luxury that was planned
in addition to the practices on the tournament locations
offered to all teams. This expenditure can be easily
cut and represents savings of $5,136.37CAD. Another
expenditure that can be reduced is our Field
Improvement Contribution for the construction of the
Mark Bingham Field. If needed, we can reduce that
figure from $35,000.00CAD to $25,000.00CAD, thereby
saving $10,000.00CAD. We are currently in talks with
the City of Ottawa Police Association. At
the time of presenting the budget, the agreement in
principle has not been reached but we are confident
that by the end of the third fiscal quarter, we will have
confirmation that the cost of the Ottawa Police cars
will be covered. This represents savings of $11,865.00
CAD. As an additional legacy item to the Mark Bingham

Field, we were planning purchasing a set of high-end
removable Rugby Posts to create two multisport fields
at Hornets Nest. If we remove that costs and only install
temporary posts much like in Nashville and
Amsterdam, we would save a minimum of
$20,000.00CAD. We can also add $10.00CAD to the
Standard Registration fee.
In total, if we:
1) Perform a slight tightening of the scope of
expenditures which would have absolutely no impact
on the player experience as described above;
2)
3)

Add a small increase of only $10.00CAD to only the
Standard Registration fee; and,
With proper fiscal management avoiding any dipping
into contingency reserves:

We can find operation savings of $79,651.37CAD/1700
registered participants; $96,451.37CAD/2100
registered participants; $107,126.37CAD/2250
registered participants. With conservative attendance
at 2100 players, these budgetary contingency measures
would more than account for any lack of funding either
through the loss of the Discover Ontario Grant or lower
private Sponsorship Revenue than projected.

SURPLUS SCENARIO
There are numerous options that have been considered
by the Bid Committee should the Bingham Cup 2020
Committee find itself in a surplus position. Should the
surplus be evident before the start of the tournament,
funds will be directed to increase the tournament
experience for all participants. Drinks tickets for the
opening and closing ceremonies will be provided to
registered participants. Stipends for Referees may be
increased. Additional free social events may be added
to the events calendar.
If a surplus is realized only after the tournament is
over, priority will be given to legacy initiatives such as
increasing the number of multiport fields at Hornets
Nest as well as purchasing higher quality equipment

(such as post pads). If surplus moneys are significant,
funds will be directed towards various LGBTQI2S+
not-for-profits in Ottawa with which the Ottawa Wolves
RFC have a special relationship, such as Camp Ten
Oaks and Bruce House. Camp Ten Oaks is a twolocation, one-week each, sleep-away camp for children
and youth ages 8-17 from LGBTQ+ identities, families
and communities that offer children a space where
they can feel not only accepted but celebrated. Bruce
House is a community-based organization providing
housing, compassionate care and support in Ottawa for
people living with HIV and AIDS, based on the belief
that everyone has the right to live and die with dignity.
Funds may also be directed to support initiatives for
RugbyForAll.
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APPENDIX D – LETTERS OF SUPPORT

April 12, 2018

Mr. Andrew Purchas
Chairman
International Gay Rugby Association and Board
71 Holland Road, West Ham
London
England
E15 3BP
Dear Mr. Purchas:
On behalf of the Government of Canada, I am pleased to support the Ottawa’s bid
to host the 2020 Mark Kendall Bingham Tournament.
I am delighted that you are considering Canada for this honour, and I am certain
every effort will be made to ensure that the athletes have an extremely successful and
enjoyable competition. The City of Ottawa would, I am sure, be an excellent host for
this tournament, and I hope and trust that you will reach a decision in favour of its
candidacy.
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event.
Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P.J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

July 26, 2018

Mr. Ben Owen
Chairman
International Gay Rugby Association and Board
71 Holland Road, West Ham
London, England
E15 3BP

Dear Mr. Owen:
Re: 2020 Bingham Cup
It is a privilege for me, on behalf of Ottawa Tourism and our industry partners, to support the bid by the
Ottawa Wolves RFC to host the 2020 Bingham Cup in Ottawa, Ontario.
Ottawa is unique among Canadian cities and G7 capitals, a place of surprising contrasts and
extraordinary experiences. Ottawa is a city rich in cultural attractions, landmark capital sites, history,
and first-class facilities offering everything you would expect to find in a world-class capital city.
Hosting this important International Gay Rugby Association event will provide the opportunity to
showcase elite athletes in the Nation’s Capital, and generate considerable economic impact and media
visibilty for the City of Ottawa. As such, Ottawa Tourism and our partners would like to support the bid
through a cash contribution of up to $82,710 to the Host Organizing Committee, contingent upon
Ottawa being selected as host city for the 2020 Championships.
Of the countless events held in Ottawa each year, many set records for attendance and satisfaction. We
are proud to host the many international, national and provincial sporting events, meetings and
conferences and more than 40 major festivals and countless smaller scale events each year.
Best wishes for success and we look forward to working with the International Gay Rugby Association
and Ottawa Wolves as host for the 2020 Bingham Cup.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Crockatt
President & CEO

150 Elgin Street, Suite 1405, Ottawa, ON
K2P 1L4 1.800.363.4465 (Canada/U.S.) Fax 613.237.7339 | ottawatourism.ca

Cabinet de la
Première ministre de l’Ontario

Office of the Premier of Ontario
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A1

Édifice de l’Assemblée législative, Queen’s Park
Toronto (Ontario) M7A 1A1

April 27, 2018
Mr. Andrew Purchas
Chairman
International Gay Rugby Association and Board
71 Holland Road, West Ham
London, England
E15 3BP
Dear Mr. Purchas:
The Government of Ontario is pleased to support the Ottawa Bid Committee’s efforts to
bring the 2020 Bingham Cup to our nation’s capital.
Ottawa is well-suited to stage such a high-profile international sporting event. The city
boasts excellent transportation links to the rest of the country and continent, and one of
Canada’s largest and most efficient airports. Its excellent physical infrastructure includes
a comprehensive public transportation system.
Ottawa also offers an array of quality hotels, superior restaurants and world-class
tourism attractions, all within a short distance of the major conference centres and
hotels. As the capital city of Canada, Ottawa has significant experience in hosting
large-scale events and gatherings. An event of this stature provides a great vehicle to
showcase the variety of attractions and experiences that Ottawa and Ontario have to
offer.
Ottawa is a diverse and welcoming metropolis, one that shares in the culture of inclusion
and respect that is one of Ontario’s greatest strengths. Visitors are drawn to Ontario not
only for our breathtaking natural beauty, world class arts, culture, and attractions. They
also come to share in our celebration of diversity of all kinds, including our LGBTQ2S
communities, businesses, and events.
The Ontario government supports Ottawa’s bid, and we look forward to welcoming rugby
teams and fans from around the world in 2020.
Sincerely,

Kathleen Wynne
Premier

Daiene Vernile
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport

May 22, 2018

Mr. Andrew Pruchas
Chairman
International Gay Rugby Association and Board
71 Holland Road, West Ham
London, England
E15 3BP
Mr. Purchas:
In my capacity as the Chairperson of the Rugby Canada Board of Directors and an Ottawa rugby
enthusiast I am writing you to convey support for the bid the Ottawa Wolves RFC are making to
host the Bingham Cup 2020 in Ottawa, Ontario.
Rugby Canada is the national governing body of rugby in Canada. We are also members of the
World Rugby council. We, with our provincial and local partners, administer a sport with over
30,000 registered players across Canada. Rugby Canada is also responsible for the performance
of our various national teams that play both fifteen aside and seven aside rugby. In menʼs rugby
we are a prominent tier two nation and in womenʼs rugby, a tier one country.
Rugby Canada like World Rugby is also a values based organization. Like World Rugby, we place
a high premium on the values of integrity, respect, solidarity, passion and discipline. We also are
strong advocates of diversity and accessibility. For example, at our most recent Annual General
Meeting, our members unanimously supported changing our board structure so that no gender
could have less than 40% representation. We are viewed as a world leader in this area.
Through our Rookie Rugby program and its extension Inclusive rugby we are bringing the game
to people who have never had the opportunity to try the sport before. Last October in Ottawa over
80 kids with various development and physical disabilities from six Ottawa schools got the
opportunity to take to the field as part of a rookie rugby jamboree.
Rugby Canada and IGR each have common members. Three of our clubs are also part of your
association and we are very proud of that. In the case of the Ottawa Wolves they are the only
Canadian club with an official womenʼs side and menʼs side.

Given that I still play club rugby, badly I might note, here in Ottawa, I have had occasion to suit up
against the Wolves. They are fiercely competitive, well disciplined and give their all every time they
hit the field. I have always been impressed with their ability to attract players while clubs like my
own arenʼt often as able to do so with the ease with which the Wolves do.
The Wolves have become leaders in the Ottawa rugby community. They continue to teach the rest
of us about how to make the sport more accessible for new players and how to recruit them. This
is an important thing in Canada and around the world as it is getting harder and harder to keep
players in the game once they finish university.
Ottawa is well equipped to host a prestigious tournament like the Bingham Cup. Last year our city
hosted the world Golden Oldies tournament. This summer we will be hosting a key Menʼs XV test
match between Canada and Russia. We have hosted Menʼs and Womenʼs World Cup Sevens
qualifying tournaments before. Our community knows how to do this well and crowds turn out. For
example, the last Menʼs XV test match that was played in Ottawa was a sellout. We fully anticipate
the game against Russia in mid-June will all also attract a good crowd.
If the IGR awarded the Wolves the Bingham Cup 2020 we would like to work with you and the
Wolves to use the tournament to help promote the game. We would look to use our significant
media platforms to showcase the Bingham Cup, its uniqueness and the mutual value of rugby for
all. We would also look to have development clinics for players and coaches if that were something
you were interested in.
Rugby Canada fully supports the Ottawa Wolves RFC bid for Bingham Cup 2020. This would be
great thing for Ottawa and for Canada. I wish you the best of luck in your deliberations and I am
keeping my fingers crossed for Ottawa.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me – tpowers@rugby.ca or 613-3247870.
Yours truly,

Tim Powers
Chairperson, Rugby Canada Board of Directors
cc Allen Vansen, Chief Executive Officer Rugby Canada

Eastern Ontario Rugby Referee’s Society
May 24, 2018

Mr. Andrew Purchas
Chairman
International Gay Rugby Association and Board
71 Holland Road, West Ham
London, England E15 3BP
Dear Chairman Purchas:
RE: Support for the Ottawa Wolves’ Bingham Cup 2020 Bid
On behalf of the Eastern Ontario Rugby Referee’s Society (EORRS), it is with great pride that we write to
you to confirm our support for the Ottawa Wolves’ bid to host the Bingham Cup in Ottawa in 2020.
Firstly, I with to take this opportunity to discuss our special relationship with the Ottawa Wolves RFC. At
the EORRS, we have had the honour and privilege of refereeing the Wolves since their inaugural game.
Through the years we have witnessed high levels of perseverance, commitment and above all
sportsmanship. Each team that plays the Wolves is treated in a fair, equitable manner. In 2011, the
Ottawa Wolves travelled to Montreal with the Toronto Muddy York to play an exhibition game with the
hopes of Montreal forming their own team. I was chosen as referee for that game. In that game and
many others, I was able to witness first-hand the amazing qualities that this team possesses. They
provided players for the opposition to ensure a fair game; and when the score became very one-sided,
the Wolves instituted such practices as numerous passes, newer players getting more time and veteran
players trying new positions.
Secondly, as the VP of referee appointments I can guarantee that you will receive quality referees for
the tournament. We will draw referees not only from the Eastern Ontario area, but the Niagara and
Toronto areas as well.
Finally, we the referees of the EORRS, are pleased to offer our support to the Ottawa Wolves in their bid
to host the Bingham Cup in 2020. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours in Rugby,
Wanda Malone
VP Appointments/Treasurer
EORRS

