
 

 

 

“Walking Out Of A Watery Place” 
 

1. READ 
 
Scripture: John 5:1-9  New King James Version (NKJV) 

 

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now there 
is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, 
having five porches. 3 In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, 
paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel went down at a certain 
time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the 
stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had. 5 Now a certain man 
was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there, 
and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do 
you want to be made well?” 

7 The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when 
the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 

8 Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” 9 And immediately the 
man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. 
 
 
Scripture: 2 Samuel 12: 15-23 New King James Version (NKJV) 

And the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became ill. 
16 David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted and went in 
and lay all night on the ground. 17 So the elders of his house arose and went to him, 
to raise him up from the ground. But he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 
18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. And the servants of 
David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, “Indeed, while 
the child was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can 
we tell him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!” 



 

 

 

19 When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the 
child was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” 

And they said, “He is dead.” 

20 So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his 
clothes; and he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to 
his own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate. 
21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this that you have done? You fasted and 
wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate 
food.” 

22 And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can 
tell whether [b]the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now 
he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he 
shall not return to me.” 

 
 
Scripture: Job 1: 21  New King James Version (NKJV)   
 
And he said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return 
there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the 
LORD.” 
 
 
 
Scripture: Job 2:10  New King James Version (NKJV)   
 
But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we 
indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” In all this Job 
did not sin with his lips. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%2012&version=NKJV%23fen-NKJV-8309b


 

 

 

 
 
Suggested Chapters to Study This Week: John 5, Job 1 & 2 and 2 Samuel 12 

2. REFLECT 
 
[Click the image] 

 
 
Pastor Watley is in a new sermon series entitled “Water Way.” In this series, he will teach and 
preach from several scriptures that deal with water throughout the Bible. This week Pastor is 
using the story from the Gospel according to John of the sick man by the pool for 38 years. The 
title of Pastor Watley’s sermon for this Sunday is “Walking Out Of A Watery Place.” Pastor 
opens up by reminding us about the sermon from last week. If you missed it, you could view it 
by clicking here “Don’t Get Drunk.”   Noah experienced trauma living through the flood, and 
Pastor is correct by saying that many of us have experienced trauma during the Covid season. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIEF-ooS4LE&t=753s
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUHzG5b5N2h0QbZd01PxpKQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUHzG5b5N2h0QbZd01PxpKQ?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIEF-ooS4LE&t=5s?sub_confirmation=1


 

 

 

 
Pastor says that if we’re honest this season of trauma has move us all to ask several questions but 
three main ones to include:  

1. Questions about ourselves  
2. Questions about life 
3. Questions about God 

 
These questions should help us move forward, and Pastor shares that as people of God, we need 
to ask ourselves the hard questions.  Pastor dealt with the first question, “Where was God in the 
midst of the season?  The answer is that God is and was where God has always been.  God is on 
His Throne, watching and protecting in ways that we might not understand.  
Each time we ask where God is or where God was, we need to know that the answer is in His 
Word.  
 
Pastor shared about when he and lady Shawna were believed to have a child and how they had to 
trust God by His Word despite what some doctors had to say.  Pastor says that when we ask the 
question, where is God, we need to ask ourselves where is our faith.  This Covid season has been 
challenging, but it isn’t the hard season we have had as a human race.  
 
“Covid isn’t Christianity’s first pandemic, and it is far from its worst. Tuberculosis, The Spanish 
flu, The black plague, and yellow fever all robbed the church of swaths of saints.” As a result, 
Pastor says that we should focus on how God has gotten us through this season.  It might not be 
how we imagined it, but it is through nonetheless, and we’re thankful.   
 
As we look at the scripture in John 5, Pastor teaches us the difference between the way the 
NKJV explains it and the way the NIV explains it.  The NIV is missing verses 3 and 4, which 
explains why people stayed at the pool and what they thought the answer would have been.  
This helps us understand that there is always a backstory to what God is doing, and sometimes 
we don’t know it, but God will reveal it.  Pastor Watley gives us three points or keys from the 
scripture to help us: 
 

1. Jesus didn’t heal every sick person he encountered.  
2. Jesus’ healing ministry must deal both with faith and fatalism.  
3. The healing ministry of Jesus is not I the water but in the Word.  

 
These points help us to understand there are many parts and reasons to Jesus and how He healed 
who He healed.  Pastor helps us to understand that while faith is a large part of healing Jesus can 
and did heal outside of the person having faith.  Our roles is have faith in God and not fatalism, 
which is the thought that whatever will happen will happen.  Pastor reminds us of Job who did a 



 

 

 

great job expressing his faith in times of trial.  Our final encouragement from Pastor Watley is to 
trust God and trust God’s Word even in a watery place.  
 
 
1. RESPOND 

 

Introspective Questions 
 

ï What is your watery place?  
 

ï What questions have you asked God that you don’t believe He has answered yet?  
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

ï How long do you think the man would have stayed at that pool until Jesus came 
to heal him?  

 
ï What do you think happened to the others who were at the pool when Jesus 

healed this man, what did they do?    
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