
Welcome to 
 

St John’s Anglican Church 
  

on Sunday 20th September 2020 
 

                  

   

Season of Creation Wilderness Sunday 
 

The desert waits, ready for those who come, who come obedient                 

to the Spirit’s leading; or who are driven, because they will not 

come any other way. 

The desert always waits, ready to let us know who we are                        

– the place of self-discovery. 

And whilst we fear, and rightly, the loneliness and emptiness                    

and harshness, we forget the angels whom we cannot see for                  

our blindness, but who come when God decides that we need                 

their help; when we are ready for what they can give us.       

Ruth Burgess 



Readings:                                                                                                                                                                        
Joel 1: 8–10, 17–20 “The mourning of the wild.” 
Some may assume that only humans suffer anguish when there is a disaster, 
whether from nature or war. Joel reminds us that at such times the ground 
mourns and the creatures of the wild cry out to God.  
 

Psalm 18: 1–19 “The wild forces of creation” 
The psalmist remembers how God employed the fierce forces of creation to 
intervene and rescue him.  
 

Romans 8: 18–27 “The groaning of creation” 
The Gospel message of this text makes it clear that human beings are not alone 
in waiting for liberation. The whole creation is longing for that day as a mother 
about to give birth.  
 

Matthew 3: 13 – 4:1  “Jesus in the wild of the wilderness”                                     
When Jesus was baptized, the Spirit that fills all of Earth now fills Christ in a 
special way. In response, Jesus retires to the wilderness to connect with 
creation. In Mark’s version, the wild animals and the angels join him.  
 

Good news – the new flooring has been installed in the kitchen, meeting room, 
bathrooms, hallway and foyer and looks wonderful.  
 

Winter Lecture Series PARENTING - MAPS FOR THE FUTURE 
postponed. New dates to follow soon once we have announcement on 
Covid-19 Levels on Monday. 
 

Confirmation:  Sarah Murphy is going to be confirmed in this parish. If anyone 
else is interested in being confirmed, please talk to Kay 

 

Please always feel free to speak to Kay if you want prayer, 
anointing or a conversation or a home visit. 

 

This Sunday there will be one online service at 9:30am service 
Details will be emailed and on our website www.stjohns.net.nz  

 

Parish Contacts  
 

Vicar: Rev’d Kay Brightley 021 275 6763 vicar@stjohns.net.nz or 
kdhbrightley@xtra.co.nz (the first one is playing up!)                
People’s Warden:   Roy San-Garde 027 517 3505    r.sangarde@gmail.com   
Vicar’s Warden:      Paul Bargh 021 26 26764       paul.bargh59@gmail.com  
Parish Secretary:     Alison Bargh    
Church Office:  478-3575       Office hours:  9am - 1pm Tuesday – Friday       
Email:   admin@stjohns.net.nz    Website:  www.stjohns.net.nz                      
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator:  Carol Groom 479-5899 (h)   
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