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Sunday 13TH September 2020 
 

 
 

Land Sunday 
 Morning Worship 9-30 

WELCOME 
God said, ‘While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.’ Genesis 8:22 

Song 
 Heaven’s voice brings the dawn, 

out of chaos is born 

new creation 

exploding with wonder; 

planets spin into space, 

earth and sky find their place, 

all of nature 

awakes to its maker. 

 

You say everything you’ve made is good: 

the sun, the moon, 

the stars that shine above. 

You say everything you’ve made is good: 

the land, the seas   

and all that lives and breathes. 

 

We sing praise to the maker, 

to our King, our creator: 

praise to Almighty God. 

All creation together 

singing one hallelujah: 

praise to Almighty God. 

 

We are formed from the dust, 

with your image in us, 

given life by the breath 

you are breathing; 

called to work and to care, 

called to nurture and share; 

called to serve you 

and walk where you’re leading.1 
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WELCOMING PRAYER 
  Song to the Holy Spirit James K. Baxter 
 
Lord, Holy Spirit, 
You blow like the wind in a thousand paddocks, 
Inside and outside the fences, 
You blow where you wish to blow. 
 
Lord, Holy Spirit, 
You are the sun who shines on the little plant, 
You warm him gently, you give him life, 
You raise him up to become a tree with many leaves. 
 
Lord, Holy Spirit, 
You are as the mother eagle with her young, 
Holding them in peace under your feathers. 
On the highest mountain you have built your nest, 
Above the valley, above the storms of the world, 
Where no hunter ever comes. 
 
Lord, Holy Spirit, 
You are the bright cloud in whom we hide, 
In whom we know already that the battle has been won. 
You bring us to our Brother Jesus 
To rest our heads upon his shoulder. 
 
Lord, Holy Spirit, 
You are the kind fire who does not cease to burn, 
Consuming us with flames of love and peace, 
Driving us out like sparks to set the world on fire. 
 
Lord, Holy Spirit, 
In the love of friends you are building a new house, 

Heaven is with us when you are with us. 
You are singing your song in the hearts of the poor. 
Guide us, wound us, heal us. Bring us to the Father. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
At those times when we look towards the past;  
when we long for what gave us deepest joy,     
when we remember what could    
have happened, and regret the path we followed; 
All:   Loving God, enable us to let go of the past  
and lift our eyes to a future with your blessing   
surrounding us .  

 
Absolution  
God loves you. 
God forgives you. 
God calls you over and over again into new life. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace 
 
Reading Genesis 3:14-19;4:8-16 Sarah Murphy 
Song O tender Lord Have Mercy 
Reading Romans 5:12-17 Kath Freeman 
Reading Matthew 12:38-40 
Reflection  

  Let us declare our faith in God.  

We believe in God above us, 
maker and sustainer of all life, 
of sun and moon, 
of water and earth, 
of male and female. 
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We believe in God beside us, 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
born of a woman, servant of the poor, 
tortured and nailed to a tree. 
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 
He descended into the earth 
to the place of death. 
On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
He ascended into heaven 
to be everywhere present, 
and his kingdom will come on earth. 

We believe in God within us, 
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 
life-giving breath of the church, 
Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
source of resurrection and eternal life. Amen  Iona Community 

 
Prayer   Psalm 139: ‘I was made in secret, intricately woven in the depths 
of Earth’. 

Creation Prayer  

Jesus Christ, teach us to empathise with Earth. 
Make our spirits sensitive to the cries of creation, 
cries for justice from the land, the hills and the soil. 
Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to the groans of the Spirit in 
creation, groans of longing for a new creation. 
Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the songs of our kin, 
songsof celebration from the sea, the land and the air. 
Christ, teach us to care. Amen 2 

                                                        
2 Creation series Norman Habel 

Kua ākona nei tātou e tō tātou Ariki, 
ka īnoi tātou  
E tō mātou Matua i te rangi 
Kia tapu tōu Ingoa. 
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga. 
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai 
ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi. 
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei 
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā. 
Murua ō mātou hara, 
Me mātou hoki e muru nei  
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou. 
Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia; 
Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:  
Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, 
me te korōria, 
Āke ake ake.   Āmine. 
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The Dismissal 

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace. 
Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 
 

Nature shines with beauty, 

bringing us a revelation 

of the Maker's glory, 

leading us in adoration. 

O God who made the stars 

and formed us from the dust, 

your plans are over ours 

and all your ways are love.  

Nature groans in labour, 

longing for the revelation 

of the Maker's children 

on the day of liberation.3 
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