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Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist 
Campbell’s Bay, 327 Beach Rd   
 
 

9th April 2020 7pm 
THE NEW COMMANDMENT TO LOVE 
 

 

Dies Mandatum, which means “The day of the new commandment.”     

This liturgy commemorates  
- the new commandment to love symbolised in the washing of feet, and  
 
- the institution of the Holy Eucharist at the last supper,  
 
-  the betrayal and beginning of Christ’s passion and death 

 

Welcome-gathering reflection How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How like a widow she has 
become, she that was great among the nations! She that was a princess among the provinces has become a 
vassal. She weeps bitterly in the night"Twitter post 

Theme – A new commandment 

We will need a candle, something to light it with, a flower and something to put it in…and yourself.  

                   

We gather tonight as friends and disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Here we will remember the great commandment: to love one another as we are loved by God. 
We will look into the light and the shadows around us, seeing each other’s faces revealed in their human beauty, and searching 
for those whose lives are overshadowed by poverty, oppression, injustice and loneliness. 
Our journey is a pathway lit by many shifting moments, and then diminished by the shades of our tough realities.  
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Tonight we welcome both light and shadow as we travel towards Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
 
Confession 
 
Leader: In all our reality we come before God, acknowledging the shadows in our own lives – the times we have fallen 

short of Christ’s light.   
Merciful God, where our discipleship has faltered;  
forgive us. 
                                       
When we have failed to love one another as Jesus loves us;  
forgive us. 
                                         
When we our actions have denied the faith we proclaim;  
forgive us.    
                           

Priest: Jesus said: "I have come as light into the world, that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness " In 
Jesus Christ, we are loved and we are forgiven. God forgives you.  Seek anew to serve, to love as Christ loves 
us, and to journey in the light. Amen. 

 
 

Leader : Let us  imagine that we are  looking around and welcoming our sisters and brothers in Christ.   
                                Peace be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
 

Leader :  Let us stop for a moment and imagine what love is, what compassion is, and how we enact it in our bubbles. 
                    Let us stop for a moment and imagine how we are loved by God. 
 
  ACTION Light your candle 
 
‘Foot Washing’- a metaphor 
 
Reader One:  John 13: 1-17, 31-35 

 
 

 
ACTION 
Take your flower and take a moment to see it as 
a symbol of love; 
 love of self, love of neighbour , love of God. 
During the time we are separated from our 
loved ones, from our church family, from all that 
feeds us, keep one little flower in a prominent 
place as a symbol of relationship. Replace it 
when you need until we meet again. 
 

 

Prayer  

On this holy night we are together on our journey to commit ourselves to love and serve one another. On this holy night, then, 

let us pray for the church and all humankind. 

God our provider, you feed us with the bread of life and lift for us the cup of salvation, on this night Jesus gave us this holy feast: 

may all who gather at your table receive a foretaste of the eternal banquet.We  connect in love, in faith , in hope. 

God of love 

grant our prayer. 
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Servant God, on this night Jesus washed his disciples’ feet: may we follow this example of love and service. 

God of love 

grant our prayer. 

God of compassion, on this night Jesus prayed for those who would believe through the message of the disciples: may those 

who gathered on this day to renew their ordination vows so live what they proclaim that all may come to know your saving love. 

God of love 

grant our prayer. 

God of renewal, on this day oil was consecrated for use in baptism and healing: we pray for all who will be anointed with these 

holy oils, for the sick, and for those preparing for baptism. 

God of love 

grant our prayer. 

God  our companion, we pray for those unable to eat at the Lord’s Table or at any other table, for those who betray and for 

those betrayed, and for all innocent victims. 

God of love 

grant our prayer. 

God of hope, remember all those in need, especially those we silently hold before you now … 

God of love 

grant our prayer. 

Holy God, 

we celebrate your great compassion; 

grant that we may work with you to fulfil our prayers, 

and to love and serve others as Christ has loved us; 

this we ask through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 

who is alive with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Jesus Institutes the Holy Communion 
 
Reader. For thousands of years, people have observed the feast of Passover as recorded in the book of Exodus.  
(A reading from Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14 
during which the priest prepares the bread and pours the wine) 
 
Reader . A few days after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, on the back of a donkey and to the waving of palm branches, Jesus 
gathered with some of his closest friends to celebrate the Passover meal.  
As they remembered God’s great act in delivering the Jewish people from slavery in Egypt, Jesus invested new meaning into the 
bread and wine.  
A reading from 1 Cor 11: 23-26   
 
 
Priest: Be present, Jesus Christ, by your Holy Spirit, as you were with your disciples and make yourself known to us. As we 
remember all of God’s gifts to humankind throughout history, we remember the bread and the cup of the new covenant . When 
we are unable to receive Holy Communion, despite our desire our prayers will ensure that you do spiritually receive the body 
and blood of Christ ( ANZPBp729)  
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Loving God, in union with Christian people throughout the world and across the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing 
your Holy Word and receiving the precious Body and Blood of your dear son Jesus Christ, we offer you praise and thanksgiving. 
Even though we cannot taste the bread of Heaven and drink the Cup of Life, we pray that you will unite is with all the baptised 
and with your Son  who showed us how to love to the end. 
Come Lord Jesus, dwell in us and send your Holy Spirirt that we mey be fillled with your presence. 
Jesus, as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed the woman who could not touch your body, so may the soul of us , 
your people, be healed , for thoguh we cannt receive you in the Sacrament, we can through this offering of our prayers , receive 
in our hearts; grant this foe Christ’s sake, AMEN 
 

Wairua Tapu ( Paul Bargh) 
Wairua Tapu Kuhu Mai 
Nau mai ki konei 
Wairua Tapu Arahia 
Korero mai ano 
  
Holy Spirit welcome 
You are welcome here 
Guide us Holy Spirit 
Speak to us again  Luke Oram | Nic Manders 

© 2009 Oram, Luke Manders, Nic 
CCLI Licence # 134645 

 Jesus Prays and is Betrayed in the Garden of Gethsemane 
Reader . The Christ walked through our lack of love for others. If we are to follow, we are called to walk this night through that 
lack of love. Because we love each other, and because Jesus walks with us, we are not afraid to say the truth aloud. Let us hear 
the cries of the world this night:  
(A reading from Luke 22: 39-54) 
 
Priest 
We hear the cries of the hungry and the naked and those without shelter.  

(A candle is extinguished and a silence is kept.)  
We hear the cries of those suffering in the violence of war.  

(A candle is extinguished and a silence is kept.)  
We hear those whose voices are silenced by oppression and exploitation.  

(A candle is extinguished and a silence is kept.)  
We feel the fear and pain of loneliness.  

(A candle is extinguished and a silence is kept.)  
We know the pains and hurts of our own lives, and touch the pain of others who are ill or wounded by life.   

(A candle is extinguished and a silence is kept.)  
The Christ walks through the betrayals of the world and does not turn away.  

(A candle is extinguished and a silence is kept.)  
As we extinguish this last candle, we do it knowing that Jesus Christ shares all our journeying and waits to wash the dust of our 
failures off our feet, in grace, if we will allow that to happen.  

(The candle is extinguished and a silence is kept.)  
 
You are invited to sit in silence as we share in the deepening sense of darkness of the night of Jesus’ betrayal, symbolised 
imagining in the removal of the symbols of worship from the sanctuary, the veiling of the cross, and the deepening darkness as 
the lights are extinguished, except for the one spotlight on the cross and God’s gifts that lie behind it.. One light remains  as a 
sign that while we recall the events of the night of Jesus’ betrayal we do so in the knowledge of the resurrection, which is both his 
and ours. 
 
Blessing and Dismissal: May the hand of God be stretched out to meet you, 
the courage of Christ encourage you in service, and the Spirit gather you up into the unity of love. I send you out into the world 
in the power of the Spirit of Christ to walk through darkness and uncertainty towards the joy of Easter Day. 
Go in peace. 
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