
In a parish, far from here, a well read parishioner greeted me after the service, saying ( with a 

kind smile ) “ what you were saying this morning is just what Archbishop William Temple wrote 

in his readings on St John’s Gospel.”  So let me say up front, I have been reading Temple again, 

as we make towards the Cross. 

 

William Temple writes:  Pilate asks Jesus, " Thou..art thou the King of the Jews ?" The prisoner 

doesn't look like the sort of person to usurp a throne. Jesus is silent as he wonders if Pilate has 

information from his own source or does Pilate only have what the Jewish authorities are saying. 

" Of yourself do you say this or did others say this of me. "  The Lord now takes up the real 

challenge. He is a king, but not a threat to Roman authority. He is royalty, but not what the 

world  means by royalty, thus “the kingdom which is mine is not from this world” 

Often " not from this world" is heard as implying, “heaven in some future life.” In saying “not 

from this world,” Jesus is claiming, as he often did, that his authority " is from God"  and also 

that " the character of his kingdom is due to this origin” and in him the kingdom of God has and 

will continue to come on earth. But an earthly kingdom must at least maintain order by the 

forcible coercion of malcontents...as necessary in the political sphere, but the Divine kingdom 

cannot be this way. It must control not only outward conduct, but hearts and wills. Its authority is 

from God, who is Love. So the Church may not fight, nor use for its defence any method other 

than the lifting up of its King that He may draw all people to Himself.   

 

My Reflection: As I read Temple I was thinking of how in this world wide crisis there will be 

those who act selfishly, ignore the political authority and so threaten the lives of others. What we 

are finding out day by day in our N.Z society is whether or not people do have a sense of praying 

"your kingdom come on earth, with all its heaven quality. By praying, I don't mean, "saying a 

prayer," but, what they believe and hold to in their heart and mind. In this Holy Week and 

beyond we are discovering “by their fruits” what are “ the prayers of the people.”  

In spite of many people claiming to be of no religion, have we in this country, been shaped and 

given values by the teaching of Jesus ?  Is His Kingdom within us ?  

 

Our Lord’s Holy Week is this week.  

We are finding out by our actions what is in the hearts of the people of our Nation.  

We have sung hundreds of times over that under God, “in the bonds of love we meet.”  

I think we are seeing that Jesus is King, more so than people in this country have realized or 

wanted to acknowledge?  

It is by our works of love and compassion that we refuse to “ Crucify Him ". 
 


