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Classic Toboggan by Christmas
By Laurel Latham
Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 30, 2019, Roseau Times-Region

Toboggan! Toboggan! Toboggan!
Down from the hills like an arrow we fly,
Or a comet that whizzes along through the sky;
Down from the hills! Oh, isn’t it grand!
Clasping your best winter girl by the hand.
– Benjamin Franklin King, Jr.

Only Santa’s workshop is busier
than John Harren and his crew at
Northern Toboggan Company in
their shop east of Warroad. John,
who has been handcrafting toboggans since 1995, takes great pride
in the quality of each fresh batch of
toboggans.
Great care is given in every step
of the handcrafting process from
choosing the wood, to carefully
sanding each toboggan inch by inch,
making sure the toboggan is aesthetically pleasing with a nice sloping curve and properly tied knots.
It is this level of care which results
in a high-quality product. Following processes handed down by John
Harren’s mentor, Milton Chaboyer,
who was taught by his mentor before
him, the 150-plus techniques Northern Toboggan Company embrace
consistently produce sleds that last
generations.
“When I hear feedback from
customers who have purchased a
toboggan from our company compliment the quality and durability,

it’s great to hear,” reports John. “Meeting a wide variety
of people is one of
my favorite parts of
this business, from
the Dene and Innu
of northern Canada
to a guy in Alabama
who has a cabin
in Ontario. I enjoy
getting to know my
customers.”
Because this is the busiest time
of year for Northern Toboggan, John
Harren’s sons, Jackson, employed
by Marvin Windows and Doors
and Gabriel, who works in sales and
marketing in the Twin Cities, frequently join their dad and apprentices, John Koetz and Josh Kasprowicz,
in the shop.
“Just like farmers whose families help during harvest, we pitch
in to handcraft toboggans this time
of year,” explains Gabriel Harren.
“Northern Toboggan Company is
a family business we all love being
a part of. Jackson’s wife , Solveig,
recently joined the company as Business Administrator. She is the glue
that holds us together …”
When John Harren first started
his toboggan business it was to
fill the demand for work tobog-

The Harren family: Jackson, Solveig, John and Gabriel.

Willow and Sawyer Gustafson.

gans used for hunting, fishing and
gathering wood in northern Canada.
Northern Toboggan Company has
since expanded into a recreational
line of coasting toboggans.
(continued on page 4)
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Wayne Bergstrom – 701-520-9771
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and parts of Beltrami and
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The State of Minnesota has high wiring standards, which are in the
best interest of you and your family or business. Improper wiring
can damage your home, your property and equipment, and injure or
kill the people you love. Currently, the state does allow homeowners
to do their own residential wiring; however, it is critical that the
current electrical code is followed. Any time you or an electrician
does wiring or other electrical work at your home or farm,
Minnesota state law requires a state wiring inspector to conduct a
proper inspection of the work. A rough-in inspection must be made
before any wiring is covered. A final inspection is also required. For
more information visit dli.mn.gov and go to the electrical page.

Gopher State One Call
1-800-252-1166 or 811
www.gopherstateonecall.org

Anyone who plans to dig is required by law to
notify the state of their intentions at least 48
hours in advance. All digging requires the 48hour notification so that buried telephone line,
television cable, pipelines, utility electrical lines,
municipal water and sewer lines can be located to
ensure that none will be severed or damaged.

Our Mission Statement

Roseau Electric Cooperative is committed
to providing its member-owners low-cost,
high-quality, safe and reliable electricity with
friendly, efficient and knowledgeable service.
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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From the Manager

NorthStream Fiber
We’ve now received five of 120
payments from our FCC CAFII Auction
proceeds. Crews have plowed in over
5 miles of fiber to serve our first eight
customers, who recently received their
second billing of fiber-to-the-home,
television and telephone, in whatever
speed or product combination they
ordered. Engineers are busy developing the best maps and interconnection points to our partner, Wikstrom
Telephone. Ryan Severson has placed
the first order for the overhead fiber
product we will use in most places to
bring our triple-play offering to the 326
members we’re obligated to serve under
the structure of the FCC grant.
Before freeze-up, line crews
installed many runs of an innerduct
product that will be used to string the
fiber from the ditch right-of-way to your
house. Next up, even through the winter
months, our line crews will work to
install pole attachments to make ready
the route for the overhead fiber. Next
spring, winter weather having permitted adequate preparation, crews will
construct the overhead fiber network
and interconnect with Wikstrom. We
know we have many members waiting
patiently (or not so patiently) for this
product, and we look forward to providing this valuable member service to you
as soon as possible. Questions can be
directed toward Stacy Rose or Ryan –
give them a call!

Distributed Energy Resources
Besides the Bulk Electric System
– Minnkota’s varied power-producing
resources (coal, wind, hydro) – the
term Distributed Energy Resources is
used to define any electricity-producing
resource on our distribution system.
These DER usually take the shape
of small wind, solar or some biosystem

which produces electricity, for the member to use, coupled with the possibility
of selling back excess energy to the cooperative. On our system, we currently
have four commissioned solar arrays
with nameplate capacity totaling 28 kW.
Jeremy Lindemann is working to commission two additional members’ arrays
this week, increasing the grand total to
44.4 kW. When Jeremy completes his
work, we will have gone from two DER
in 2018 to six by the end of 2019.
Back in the spring of 2014, we spent
around $50,000 installing our own 9.84
kW photovoltaic solar system – 24, 410watt panels, located on the east side of
our headquarters property. Because we
are a not-for-profit entity, no federal tax
credits or state subsidies were available
to offset the true cost of the project.
Production results from this array can
be viewed by anyone online through our
website, roseauelectric.com – just click
on the News & Info drop-down menu
and click on Solar Project. The panels were purchased from tenKSolar, a
Minnesota business that operated from
2008-2017. Right before they suspended
operations, we were able to get some
replacement inverters from them to
correct the only issue we’ve had with the
array.
To date, our array has produced
57,237 kWh of electricity which has
been sent back into our office facility to
offset our usage and billing to the city of
Roseau. Contrary to what you’ll see on
the website for approximate savings, if
you take our current average retail rate
payable to you for DER energy produced, at $0.108/kWh, today’s value of
those 57,237 kWh would be $6,182. It’s
probably best not to consider that our
array has been operating for over five
years, with expected significant production degradation of panels at 20 years,
and advertised life at 25 years, the years

From the line
Mike Millner, Line Superintendent

O

ur wet fall is finally behind us.
Winter is in full force and making some ice on the lake. This
is the time that we do most of our
right of way clearing. Because of the
frost and cold temperatures, we can
travel with the mower without rutting up the ground and the branches
just explode against the knives of
the mower. If you have noticed any
right of way clearing that needs our
attention, give me a call or stop by
my office to make sure I have a service order on it. Hopefully it will be
taken care of this winter.
Did all of you deer hunters get
your big buck? Well, I didn’t, but
overall we had a very successful deer
season. Were you able to get together
with family and friends to celebrate
Thanksgiving Day? My wife, parents
and I drove down to the Twin Cities
for the event and spent time with
our children and extended family. It
was nice to see everyone, but it was
really nice to be around home again.

As my wife will tell you, my comfort
zone is only about 50 miles from
home. I’m very content just going to
my lake cabin, fishing and golfing, or
trapping and hunting around home.
Christmas is just around the corner. I hope everyone will not forget
the real meaning of Christmas. I

feel that the media and retail stores
have given us a false sense of what
Christmas is all about – the birth of
Jesus Christ. I hope everyone has a
Merry Christmas and a healthy New
Year. Be thankful for what we have,
friends and family.
Until we meet again, Mike

This right of way was recently mowed.

Diversified services
to pay back exceed the years of life by
more than 15 years.
So, what have we gained by conducting this experiment? To this point, I
believe it has protected our membership
from some of the too-good-to-be-true
claims of how you can install solar at
your home and make money off of your
cooperative (that’s you, by the way – a
bit of circular logic there). It has been a
very interesting study comparing what
the U. S. Department of Energy expects
an array of our size to generate annually
here in northern Minnesota – 13,439
kWh per year, with actual production of
10,172 kWh. Comparatively, a median
rural-residential member at Roseau

Electric uses 14,155 kWh per year. If
you do the efficiency calculations for a
9.84 kW array, that 10,172 kWh equates
to 11.8% efficiency, which leaves you
with 88.2% of the time to cover your
electricity needs with other energy
sources.
With the recent three-fold increase
in DER in our service territory, what
are the answers to the how and why of
a member choice to install renewables,
notably solar? A handful of things may
direct a decision to go with DER – government tax credits, access to cheaper
panels, or cheaper installation labor,
wanting to do your part in an effort
toward cleaner energy, or maybe actu-

ally believing that you will make money
by selling back excess output. Whatever
your reason may be, if you’re investigating DER, our Member Services Department stands ready to lead you through
the necessary paperwork and procedures of what it takes to produce your
own power – at least part of it! If the
thought of a phone call or office visit is
making you pause, please check out the
resources available on our website –click
on the Member Services drop-down
menu, then on Renewables.
Please have a safe and Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New Year!
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Toboggan

(continued from page 1)

“There is nothing like a toboggan to bring families together,”
smiles Jackson Harren. “The kids
pile on the toboggan, push off and
shoot down the hill for an exhilarating ride. Then immediately they
jump up, go back up the hill to do it
all over again! Wooden toboggans
are much faster than plastic, especially after they are broken in. I carry
a toboggan in the back of my truck
all winter.”
The Northern Toboggan Company is very excited to be in the
midst of a Kickstarter campaign for
those who would like to receive an
1800 Classic Toboggan by Christmas.
“What we are doing for this
project is going back and looking
at the authentic design of downhill
coasting toboggans from the 1800s.
We are using only material accessible
in the 1800s, from the hardware,

to the linseed oil
finish, to the wax
cotton pad, to the
manila fiber rope,
to the half circle
design,” explains
Gabriel Harren.
“This authentic
design and materials are what we are calling our 1800
Toboggan. We are excited about
“Our 1800s Handmade Toboggan
Kickstarter Campaign,” which our
customers can access on Northern
Toboggan’s facebook page.”
For more information on Northern Toboggan Company, check out
its charming website www.northerntoboggan.com where there’s
an impressive selection of toboggans, including the Fully Rigged
Toboggan, the Winter Essential,
the Luxury Wood Toboggan, the
Classic Wood Toboggan and the

John Harren in his workshop.

Wooden Pull Sled. Ojibwa Wooden
Snowshoes and Traditional Alaskan
Wooden Snowshoes, expertly laced
by Kathy Napper, are also available.
Whether your pastime is downhill sledding, family time at the
cabin, winter camping, ice fishing or
doing traditional work on the land,
Northern Toboggan Company craft
the finest toboggan sleds still available.

We make your holidays merry and bright.
As the nights grow longer, our lives are brightened
and our hearts warmed by the lights of Christmas.
The celebration of Christmas is surrounded by lights
– colored lights twinkling on the tree, lights shining
throughout the countryside and children’s faces lit
with a joy that is reﬂected in their parents’ eyes.
Electricity helps make your holidays merry and
bright by providing you with the gift of light – a
powerful value, each and every day.

218-463-1543 or 1-888-847-8840 • www.roseauelectric.com
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2020 director elections

So, you want
to be a director

PETITION DEADLINE MONDAY, FEB. 3, 2020
Petition deadline

Roseau Electric Cooperative, Inc., is
organized as a cooperative and is owned
by its members. The membership elects
a board of directors to represent them in
the operation of the cooperative.
Three directors will be elected at
the 2020 annual meeting scheduled for
April 4 at the Roseau School Theater
in Roseau. The directors whose terms
expire in 2020 are: Dale Moser, District
3 (3-year term); Collin Jensen, District 4
(3-year term); and Mike Wahl, District
7 (3-year term). Dale Moser and Collin
Jensen have decided not to run for
re-election.

The cooperative must receive the
completed petition no later than the
close of business at 4:30 p.m. on
Monday, Feb. 3, 2020.

No nominating committee will be
used. All nominations will be done by
petition, including the incumbents.
Any 10 or more members who reside in Districts 3, 4 or 7 may nominate
an eligible member for a director position in that district. No member may
be elected to a director position unless
nominated in this manner. No write-in
ballots shall be accepted.

SIGNATURE
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2. ____________________________
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14. ____________________________
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16. ____________________________
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The directors whose terms expire in 2020 are as follows:
DISTRICT 3

3-year term
Open Seat

DISTRICT 4
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10
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Polonia

27

Dewey

44

Lind
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Pohlitz

5

4

Dieter

12

11

6

Ross
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Moose
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Cedar
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Big Grass
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Rollis
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Northwood
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Moylan
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Lee

Hamre

Steenerson

70
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3-year term
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907

908
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909
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Lake of the Woods
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DISTRICT 7

3-year term
Open Seat

Any 10 or more members who reside in Districts 3, 4 or 7 may nominate an eligible member for a director position in
that district. No member may be elected to a director position unless nominated in this manner. In the event of joint
membership, only the signature of one joint member shall be acceptable.

Director candidates must pick up a
petition and a director packet at Roseau
Electric Cooperative, Inc., in Roseau.
The packet contains additional forms
that must be signed and turned in before
the deadline.

Blooming
Valley

E
L
P

The Cooperative must receive the completed petition no later than the close of business Monday, Feb. 3,
2020. At the annual meeting scheduled for April 4, 2020, elections will be held for each of Districts 3, 4 and 7 for
a three-year term.

Petition forms are available

400

CUSTOMER NO.

1. ____________________________

S

Nomination by petition

500

Objectives:

Petition for Nomination
The following members wish to nominate [insert name] _____________________________________________ , for
the three-year term in Districts 3, 4 or 7 [insert “District 3, 4 or 7”] _________ director position, and to place such
name on the ballot for the April 4, 2020, election at the annual meeting of the Cooperative, in accordance with Article
III, Section 5, of the bylaws.
PRINTED NAME
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Three directors will be elected at
the 2020 annual meeting scheduled for April 4. Directors whose
terms expire in 2020 are District
3, Dale Moser; District 4, Collin
Jensen; and District 7, Mike Wahl.
▶ To establish relationships between
the board, the membership and the
manager
▶ Define principles and practices
▶ Delegate authority
▶ Analyze operations

Meeting attendance requirements:
▶ Monthly board meetings:
Board meetings are held 12
times per year, usually the fourth
Wednesday of the month, 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.
▶ Other meetings:
Roseau Electric annual meeting;
Minnkota annual meeting; MREA
district meetings; other meetings to
learn policies and procedures of the
electric industry. Expect five to 12
extra days per year.

Duties and Responsibilities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Report to the membership.
Hire and delegate authority to the manager.
Maintain legal entity and practices.
Review and update Bylaws.
Require a continuous member and public
relations program.
Keep informed and grow in skills of the program.
See that members are informed of operations.
See that accurate minutes are prepared and
maintained.
Consider and adopt plans for objectives and
goals.
Review and update policies.
Examine and approve annual budget and cash
ﬂow.
Review and approve a sound ﬁnancial plan.
Establish policies and programs for good
employee relationships.
Assist in planning meetings.
Establish special or standing committees.
Review responsibilities of board and manager.
Approve the selection of consultants and attorney.
Establish measures and controls to determine
effectiveness of management.
Authorize and review annual ﬁnancial audit.
Implementation and enforcement of this position
description is the responsibility of the board of
directors.

74
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Grant Application
Deadline Feb. 28, 2020
To be considered at the March 2020
meeting, grant applications must be
received by Feb. 28, 2020.
Grant applications are available
at the REC office or by visiting our website
at www.roseauelectric.com.

Internet, TV and voice services
through the fastest and most reliable
network in the region.

218-463-1543 | 888-847-8840
www.roseauelectric.com
Email Stacy Rose at
srose@roseauelectric.com

Problems paying
your electric bill?

Energy assistance may be available!
If you are receiving a low income or suffering
from a temporary ﬁnancial shortfall, the
following agencies may be able to assist you
with your electric bill. We urge you to contact
them immediately to avoid disconnection if
you feel you are eligible for aid.

Northwest Community Action
PO Box 67
Badger, MN 56714-0067
(218) 528-3258 or 800-568-5329
northwestcap.org
Bi-County Cap, Inc.
6603 Bemidji Ave. N
Bemidji, MN 56601-8669
(218) 751-4631
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ELECTRICAL CONTINUING
EDUCATION CLASSES
Electrical contractor continuing education
sessions set for January, February
Minnkota Power Cooperative and Roseau Electric Cooperative will again provide
an opportunity for area electricians to obtain credits for license renewal by attending
one of the six continuing education classes being offered throughout the region.
This marks the 32nd year of the successful program, which is aimed at providing
area trade allies with the latest information on electrical code and practices.
The electrical workshops will be held Jan. 8 and Jan. 9 at the Holiday Inn in Fargo.
The training then moves to the Bigwood Event Center in Fergus Falls on Jan. 14, and
the Eagles Club in Bemidji on Jan. 23. The workshops conclude with classes Feb. 4 and
Feb. 5 at Minnkota Power Cooperative’s headquarters in Grand Forks.
The registration fee is $75 for eight code credits. Taking the class on multiple
days will not qualify for 16 code credits. Register online at www.minnkota.com.
Registration must be completed at least seven days prior to the seminar.
For residential building contractor continuing education workshops, contact your
local home builders association.
For more information about the program, call (701) 795-4292
or email questions to contractortraining@minnkota.com.

Dates and Locations
Fargo - Wednesday, Jan. 8
Holiday Inn, 701.282.2700
3803 13th Ave South
Fargo, ND 58103

Fargo - Thursday, Jan. 9
Holiday Inn, 701.282.2700
3803 13th Ave South
Fargo, ND 58103

Fergus Falls - Tuesday, Jan. 14
Bigwood Event Center, 218.739.2211
925 Western Ave
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

$75

Bemidji - Thursday, Jan. 23
Eagles Club, 218.751.9985
1270 Neilson Ave SE
Bemidji, MN 56601

Grand Forks - Tuesday, Feb. 4

Minnkota Power Cooperative, 701.795.4292
5301 32nd Ave South
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Grand Forks - Wednesday, Feb. 5
Minnkota Power Cooperative, 701.795.4292
5301 32nd Ave South
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Celebrate with savings!
Buy energy efficient
Christmas lights and decorations

LED lighting Rebate
How to apply:
1. Purchase LED Christmas plug-in (not batteryoperated) lights and decorations in 2019.
2. Complete this rebate form and submit it to Roseau Electric Cooperative
by Dec. 31, 2019, with a copy of your sales receipt and the packaging
showing the number of lights per string. ENERGY STAR® LEDs are
recommended.
3. Select the appropriate rebate in the box below. (Rebate cannot exceed 50%
of cost. Maximum of five strings per customer.)

Name

City/Zip

Account #

Phone #

Address
Number of Strings

Rebate per String

Fewer than 99 lights

$3

100-199 lights

$6

200-299 lights

$9

Greater than 300 lights

$12

Total Rebate

Mail to: Roseau Electric Cooperative • P.O. Box 100 •
Roseau, MN 56751

member

connect on
ENERGY TIP

Use exhaust fans sparingly in the winter. Fans
vented to the outdoors waste heating dollars.

SAFETY TIP

During an outage, Safe Electricity recommends
turning off electrical appliances and unplugging
major electronics, including computers and televisions. Your circuits could overload when power
returns if all your electrical items are on. After
power is restored, wait a few minutes; then turn
on other appliances one at a time. Go to www.
safeelectricity.org for more tips on winter safety.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“Christmas is forever, not for just
one day. For loving, sharing,
giving, are not to be put away
like bells and lights and tinsel, in
some box upon a shelf. The good
you do for others is good you do
for yourself.”

– Norman Wesley Brooks

DATES TO REMEMBER
Dec. 21 – Winter begins;
Electric bill is due
Dec. 25 – Merry Christmas!
Office is closed.
Jan. 1 – Happy New Year!
Office is closed.
Looking ahead – April 4, 2020
80th Annual Meeting

Generator safety
Generators can be dangerous or deadly to the user and to Roseau Electric
personnel working to restore your electric service. Here are some very important
safety precautions to consider when using a generator.
 Never use a portable generator in an enclosed area. Generators produce
a dangerously high amount of carbon monoxide very quickly. Carbon
monoxide is odorless and cannot be seen. It can cause serious brain damage and even death.
Even if you cannot smell exhaust from the generator, you can still be exposed to carbon
monoxide. If you start to feel dizzy or weak, get to fresh air immediately!
 Never try to power a house by plugging the generator into a wall outlet. This is known as
backfeeding and is EXTREMELY dangerous to yourself, your neighbors and cooperative personnel
working to restore your power.
 Always keep the generator dry; do not operate in wet conditions.
 If you are connecting a generator to your home’s wiring system, a double-throw disconnect
switch MUST be installed and working properly. Contact Roseau Electric for more information.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Phone 218-463-1543
AFTER HOURS/OUTAGE NUMBER
Toll-free 1-888-847-8840
(main outage call center)

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG
1-800-252-1166 or 811
PAY BY PHONE – 1-877-999-3412
SMARTHUB
https://roseauelectric.smarthub.coop/
WEBSITE
www.roseauelectric.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
TO STAY UP TO DATE!
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from all of us at
Roseau Electric
Board Members
Roger Amundson
Shawn Gust
Jim Hallan

Collin Jensen
Wes McFarlane
Dale Moser

Mark Sax
Mike Wahl
Ed Walsh

Say Merry

Employees
Cassy Anderson
Peggy Sue Bergstrom
Devyn Brandt
Cliff Dahl
Chad Gregerson
Austin Gunderson
Marc Halvorson
Jay Hodny
Mark Jennings

Chad Johnson
Ralph Landman
Jeremy Lindemann
Rebecca Lundgren
Alex McMillin
Mike Millner
Chad Nelson
Ross Nelson
Justin Olson

Lori Peppel
Stacy Rose
Ryan Severson
Steve Severson
Jeremy Sisler
Deaun Solom
Tracey Stoll
Neal Vatnsdal
Jedd Von Ende

Our offices will be closed
Wednesday, Dec. 25, and Wednesday, Jan. 1.

Christmas

with a
Ho l i d ay G
if t C er tif ica
from Rose
te
au Electric
Cooperati

ve!
It’s the pe
r fect
for the pe
rson on y gift
our list!
Gift certifica
te can be use

d on reci

pient’s elect
Contact Rose
ric bill.
au Electric Co
or toll-free at
operative at
463-1543
888-847-8840
for more
the office to
purchase your details, or stop by
gift certificate
.

If you experience a power outage, please call to report it. Phone 218-463-1543
or toll-free 888-847-8840. Please have your location number ready to give to
the dispatcher (shown on your bill, for example “000-00-000”).

Get your PowerSavers forms and receipts in before Dec. 31 as programs will change in 2020!

