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Year 2 students:  Week 6 9-15 December 2019 
by Sarah George & Fiona Holmes. Produced by Hannah Stradling 

In this issue... 

It was great to welcome back our second cohort of MSc Perfusion 
Science students for their final campus week of intensive teaching 

at the University of Bristol.  

Paediatric perfusion & circulatory support 
(PER06)  This unit introduces paediatric congenital heart disease 

including its pathology, genomics and epidemiology. Students also 

learned about the clinical methods currently used to correct heart  

defects, as well as perfusion techniques specific to paediatric 

patients. This Unit is led by Giovanni Biglino, Senior Lecturer at 

the University of Bristol and Alex Robertson, Lead Clinical Per-

fusion Manager at Great Ormond Street Hospital. Lectures 

were also delivered by cardiologists and biomedical scientists 

from Bristol and perfusionists from paediatric cardiac centres 

across the country, including Richard Issitt, Nigel Cross, Indie 

Bilkhoo, Simon Phillips and Tim Pitt. 

Heart Anatomy Demonstration  
The students were transfixed by the presentation given 
by Vi Tran (UCL Institute of Cardiovascular Science), an 
expert in cardiac morphology. Using human specimens, 
he demonstrated the structural architecture of the 
heart in congenital heart disease from development 
through to adulthood.  
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Medtronic Workshop 

Medtronic visited the University of Bristol to provide a 
workshop for the students. The teaching was led by 

Hans Seiler who delivered sessions on various aspects 
of flow dynamics and 

physiology. We are 
very grateful to Med-
tronic for sponsoring 

this workshop. 

 

Research Projects 

There was an opportunity 
during the week to meet 
with the Programme Direc-
tors again to discuss pro-
gress on research project 
ideas and plans. It was good 
to hear that the students 
have clear plans in place for 
an array of interesting re-
search projects. 

Unit PER07 Work-based  

Assessment 

As part of gaining their MSc in Perfusion Sci-
ence and becoming qualified perfusions, stu-
dents are required to log at least 150 supervised cases before 
being examined on their performance during a case followed by 
a viva. Simon Phillips, Registrar and Vice-Chairman of the SCPS 
and lead for this Unit, gave the students an overview of the pro-
cess and there was opportunity for further discussion. 

3D Printing Workshop 

Giovanni Biglino, Victoria Ordonez and 

Andrew Shearn gave tutorials on 3D print-

ing which explained the methodology and 

applications of this technology to the field 

of cardiovascular medicine, including clini-

cal, bioengineering and educational uses.   

Patient Experience 
Students had the opportunity to discuss cardiac surgery 
from the perspective of the patient; Jonathan Stretton-
Downes, BHF ambassador and fund-raiser, came to share 
his experiences with our students. He had his first heart sur-
gery at 10 days old and his most recent – number 6 – at the 
end of 2017.  

TASKS  

 Complete online feedback survey 

 Complete personal tutor contact form 

 Review notes from lectures 

 Review recorded lectures if necessary 

 Complete PER06 coursework 
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THANKS! to all who contributed to this Unit  

and we wish all friends, colleagues and students  

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


