
Dear Town of Brighton Planning Board members (Bill Price, Justin Babcock Stiner, 

Laura Civiletti, Pamela Delaney, David Fader, John Osowski and James Wentworth):

 
We want to let you know that we appreciate your volunteer service to the community as a 

member of the Brighton Planning Board (PB), and that we know decisions on applications can 

be difficult.  We also recognize you may be under enormous political pressure from Mr. Moeh-

le not to re-open or question any of the issues that the Town Board (TB) has passed on to you.  

Despite that pressure, we hope you will agree that the duty here is to the Community to get 

the traffic assessment right, as your decision will have a very large and permanent impact on 

Brighton. 
 
The Town Board summarily ignored critical issues and has recklessly (and inexplicably)  

ignored the overwhelming concerns of the Community and put the Developer’s interests first.  

One should not confuse amount of review with adequacy of review. There is a reason why 500 

residents took the time to show up at the February 28 public hearing, and why 78% of your  

fellow Brightonians are concerned about the traffic and size of the Plaza.  Perhaps after ade-

quate review some of these concerns can be explained or mitigated, but the Town Board  

refused the Community’s request to even examine them.    

 
Greece’s Chick-fil-A debacle occurred because the PB did not listen to the citizens, did not dig 

deeper into the traffic issues, and instead relied on the Developer’s (and its engineer’s) repre-

sentations at face value. The Town Board has done that here with certain critical issues as well.  

It now falls to you. You are our last line-of-defense, and we are counting on you. Your first duty 

is to get this right for the community, not to satisfy Mr. Moehle or the Developer or take risks 

with these unanswered questions.

Despite what the Developer claims, we are not against Amazon, or Whole Foods, or Starbucks, 

or the 18 other stores that will populate this plaza.  But there is a job to do here, and it has now 

fallen on the PB (no longer the TB) to do the hard work.  Do not rubber stamp Mr. Moehle’s 

decision! Carefully look at the issues we’ve raised and give them the attention they deserve, for 

the sake of the community, and the integrity of the zoning process in Brighton.  You are the 

Community’s last line-of-defense!  Your decision will be permanent and irreversible. The traf-

fic gridlock, congestion and safety issues will last forever!     

 
Despite Mr. Moehle’s demands, please pause and properly examine the issues we’ve raised. 

Review the actual uses/traffic impact for the buildings in this Whole Foods Plaza (that should 

more aptly be named the Amazon Prime/Whole Foods Plaza and more).  Demand a true “as of 

right” study.  Demand verifiable information on truck and delivery issues.  And then let’s fig-

ure out how to fix this to avoid the traffic problems that are otherwise to come.  Don’t let this 

be Brighton’s Chick-fil-A folly.  We, BrightonGrassroots.org have presented compelling rea-

sons to pause and do this right. Brighton used to be known for its careful and thorough zoning 

process.  We need you to bring that back for this application. Let’s work together to get this 

project right. 

Thank you for hearing us and doing the right thing for our Town!

Howie Jacobson, Founding Member, 3rd generation Brightonian

Dear Brighton Resident:

Brighton Grassroots is an organization of 

citizens, devoted to keeping the community 

informed as to what is happening in our Town 

government, and ensuring that our elected 

Town officials are held accountable, 

transparent, and responsive to Brighton 

residents. 

BrightonGrassroots.org was formed by concerned citizens 

who were deeply alarmed by the Town’s actions and lack of 

transparency in the Whole Foods Plaza approval process, and 

decided we needed to do something as a community.  We 

are not opposed to development (nor to a properly sized 

Whole Foods Plaza that goes through the regular zoning 

process).  Here’s what we are opposed to:

Brighton Citizens for Responsive Town Government

2604 Elmwood Avenue • Suite 208 • Rochester, NY 14618 

Howie@BrightonGrassroots.org

BrightonGrassRoots.org


