
Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Brady, Texas

“The Heart of Texas”



One Word:  FAMILY

What one word best describes our church?  It has to be FAMILY!  We are a small community of faithful 
people who support one another, within and outside of the church and enjoy our times together in worship 
and fellowship.  We are proud of our church and town and all they have to offer, and we look forward to 
sharing both with our new rector.  We invite you to take a look at our profile.  Please know that we are in 
prayer as we await the arrival of a new rector who can lead us into the next chapter in our lives, together! 

 We are… 

F Faithful to God, the church, and one another 

A Active in church and community outreach 

M Mindful, supportive, and caring of each other 

I Inclusive and welcoming 

L Leaders in the community 

Y Young in spirit 



Our Parish Profile 

In January 2022, a survey was sent to each 
member of St. Paul’s to ensure that everyone 

could have a “voice” in identifying who we are as 
a church, what are our greatest challenges, and 
what are our hopes, dreams, and prayers for our 

church.  An all-parish meeting was held in 
February to further discuss the questions on the 

survey. The answers on the survey and the follow-
up discussions served to inform our parish profile 

about St. Paul’s past, present, and future.  

We feel that the information gathered is a true 
representation of who we are as a congregation 

and what we believe about ourselves as members 
of St. Paul’s and the Episcopal Church. We 

understand our challenges and our faith in God 
and one another. We recognize the importance of 
having a rector in place, and we all agree this is 

our greatest prayer for our church. 



St. Paul’s Is…

What should everyone know about St. Paul’s? 

   

We are a FAMILY! 

We are community minded 

We are welcoming and inclusive 

We are diverse in ideas and backgrounds 

We are caring and supportive of one another 



Our Greatest Challenges…

What are St. Paul’s greatest challenges?   

Attracting new members 

Nurturing existing members 

Providing pastoral care to members who are ill, homebound, and in need 

Attracting a new rector to lead us and provide us spiritual guidance



What are our hopes, prayers, and dreams for St. Paul’s? 

That St. Paul’s will be able to: 

Be an active church for generations to come 

Reach out to seniors and the homebound 

Offer more programs for members and the community 

Continue serving the community 

Facilitate church member’s relationship with Christ

Hopes, Prayers, and Dreams…



Our next rector… 

We desire a rector who wants to develop relationships with us and become a member of our 
church family.  We pledge to work collaboratively with our new rector towards 
accomplishing our goals, pursuing our mission and vision for our church, and doing God’s 
work.  As a congregation, we have identified the following goals we believe are important 
for our next rector, in partnership with the members of St. Paul’s to engage in: 

Our top responses to the questionnaire were: 

Providing administrative leadership for the congregation’s ministry (tie) 
Strong, energetic preaching that relates the Gospel to our daily lives (tie) 
Pastoral care that includes visiting the sick, bereaved, and homebound 

Collaborating with other churches in community ministry 
Active involvement and visibility in the community beyond the church 

Supporting a strong music ministry 

 




Worship at St. Paul’s 

Worship at St. Paul’s is meaningful, spiritual, and uplifting with faithful adherence to the 
Book of Common Prayer.  Currently, we are served by supply priests who conduct Holy 
Eucharist each Sunday and special services when needed.  

Members of the church facilitate throughout the year worship events, including Liturgy of the 
Palms service with blessing and procession of palm leaves, Christmas Eve candlelight service, 
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper, Imposition of Ashes, Adult Bible Study, Blessing of the 
Animals, and Community Music and Fellowship programs.  Music for the weekly church 
service is provided by our own fellow parishioners who share their musical talents with us.  

St. Paul’s has a dedicated altar guild who prepare Eucharistic items each Sunday. Our Lay 
Eucharist Minister prepares Lectors and Ushers for each service and mentors the youth as 
acolytes.  We are active members of a community of faith who work together to provide a 
spiritual place of worship and fellowship.  



Our History 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church has been an important member of the community for over 140 
years, providing the people of McCulloch County with worship, community outreach, and 
Christian fellowship. The first service of the Episcopal Church in Brady was held in the 
schoolhouse in 1884.  The following year, a city lot was purchased towards the construction of 
a new church building, completed in 1900. For the next 25 years, the work of the church was 
carried on by a devoted group of the laity with services conducted by visiting clergymen.  

In 1925, the first resident Episcopal priest came to Brady and served in the mission church until 
1943.  In 1946, St. Paul’s became a parish, and in 1948, ground was broken for a new church 
located at its present site. The first service was held on Christmas Eve of that same year. The 
church was later consecrated in 1962. In 1971 the new Educational Building was built, and a 
new rectory was finished and dedicated in 1973.  

Today, we value the church’s history and embrace its vision and mission as guides for our daily 
actions. We strive to be a community of faith and love, reaching out and welcoming all people 
and putting our faith into practice through prayer, liturgy, education, and service.  

Vision:  At St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, we provide a welcoming, engaging, loving, and 
spiritual place of worship and fellowship in Christ for all people. 

Mission: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is an all-inclusive community of faith and love, 
providing sanctuary for all people to come experience the grace and forgiveness of God. By 
actively living out our Baptismal Covenant, we, at St. Paul’s Church, seek to reflect the love of 
Christ by welcoming and nurturing all people, both young and old, as we joyfully live the 
mission of Jesus Christ through prayer, traditional liturgy, Christian education, active outreach 
and the love of all God’s creation. 



Community Service and Outreach 

As members of St. Paul’s, we have a deep commitment to community outreach and service. We 
willingly and gracefully accept the responsibility of caring for each other. McCulloch County Helping 
Hands, established by the church in 1984 to provide food, clothing, meals, and other services to those in 
need, has become a lasting legacy to the community. In 2019, Helping Hands and the Good Samaritan 
Resource Center merged to form the independent non-profit McCulloch County Resource Center 
(MCRC). An annual school supply drive, begun by members of St. Paul’s is now a major program of 
the MCRC. Christmas food baskets and Hunters for the Hungry, two programs also started several years 
ago by members of St. Paul’s, have been expanded under the auspices of the MCRC.  We continue to 
contribute to these programs of the MCRC through donations of funds, goods, and volunteer hours.  

We have adopted one of five Blessing Boxes in the city and conduct monthly collections and blessings 
of food, clothing, and blankets for the box. We support the Salvation Army, serving as bell ringers 
during the holiday season and adopting Christmas Angels to provide Christmas gifts to seniors and 
children. Several of us participate in a local community band that provides music to senior citizens at 
the MCRC and local nursing homes.  

As a member of the Brady Clergy Association, we have participated in a number of worship and 
outreach activities through the years with other local churches. These activities have included the 
Mission of Brady home restoration for those in need; the food pantry at the MCRC, the McCulloch 
County Mercantile Thrift Store; and the community-wide Christmas in the Heart on the courthouse 
square. The Women of the Church have also hosted fundraisers in support of the MCRC and the 
Mission of Brady. 



Fellowship and Hospitality 

Our congregation is a small, close-knit family of friends, committed to the spiritual growth and care 
for each other. The Women of the Church encourages member participation in community service, 
church fellowship, and spiritual growth, and actively support the vestry as well as the three ministries 
of the WOC – Fellowship, Hospitality, and Community Outreach. 

Fellowship is encouraged with a coffee hour after every Sunday service and monthly luncheons. We 
hold special events throughout the year, including a luncheon for graduating seniors, parish Christmas 
party, spring picnic, and receptions for confirmations, funerals, music events, and memorials. 
Members of the Card Ministry send cards and notes to congregants in recognition of special events in 
their lives such as birthdays and anniversaries.   



Leadership and Physical Facilities 

The church employs two part-time contractors – a grounds keeper and a cleaning service. Our 5-
member vestry, facilitated by a Senior Warden, meets monthly.  The Junior Warden oversees the 
physical facilities and grounds, and the Treasurer oversees all church finances and budgets. Each 
year, the church sends three delegates and three alternates to the Diocesan Council. 

We rely heavily on a small, dedicated cadre of volunteers who participate as Lay Ministers, Lectors, 
Acolytes, and Ushers; serve on the Altar Guild and Women of the Church; and provide music, 
meals, fellowship, and an effective Stewardship program.  We stay in touch with each other through 
a monthly newsletter, social media, emails, and texts. A member directory, updated annually, is 
included in a Welcome packet given to visitors along with a letter of invitation.  

The church facilities include the sanctuary that seats 100-125, a rectory next to the church, parish 
hall with office, the Educational Building with full kitchen, small playground, and a large storage 
building. The church building is considered one of the most beautiful churches in Brady.  It is 
graced with eleven memorial stained-glass windows, a columbarium, a pipe organ and grand piano, 
chiming bells, and well-maintained landscaping.  The rectory, a 2,000 square foot residence, has 
three bedrooms and two baths, a large living room and kitchen, dining room, double garage, and a 
large, privacy-fenced backyard. The home was remodeled in 2013 and updated again in 2020.  





Welcome to Brady!! 
Brady, the “Heart of Texas,” is recognized as the nearest town to the geographic center of Texas. As 
the county seat of McCulloch County, Brady has a population of about 5,500 with the county’s 
population slightly under 8,000. Brady and McCulloch County offer numerous attractions that include 
year-round camping, hunting, fishing, and boating at Brady Lake; a 9-hole golf course; Heart of Texas 
Country Music Museum; McCulloch County Public Library; an aquatics complex with a public 
swimming pool; and a city park under large pecan trees along Brady Creek. 

Brady is home of the World Championship BBQ Goat Cookoff and the Heart of Texas Country Music 
Festival that draw national and international crowds annually.  Live country music events and dances 
are filmed in Brady and aired on the RFD TV Channel TruCounty Music Show.  

Residents of McCulloch County are blessed to have access to the Heart of Texas Memorial Hospital, 
rated as a level four trauma center. A medivac emergency helicopter is used in cooperation with 
Shannon Medical Center in San Angelo.  A diverse group of medical specialists from across the 
region visit Brady on a regular basis and the Brady Medical Clinic provides services to patients 
utilizing three full-time family physicians and two nurse practitioners.    

To learn more about Brady, please follow the links below! 

https://www.bradytx.us/ 

https://texashillcountry.com/brady-texas/ 



The Right Reverend David Reed, Bishop of the 
Diocese of West Texas, leads our Diocese in living 
into its core values of faith, scripture, prayer, 
sacramental worship, evangelism, mission, and 
reconciliation.  Bishop Reed was born and raised in 
the Diocese (Rio Grande Valley) and truly loves the 
people and congregations he serves.

We are a part of the Diocese of West Texas, which is 
made up of 85 congregations spread out over almost 
70,000 square miles.  From Brady and San Saba to the 
north, the Texas Hill Country, to the coastal bend, to the 
Rio Grande Valley, you will find faithful witnesses of Jesus 
Christ doing the work that God calls us to do! 



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1105 S. Blackburn St. 
Brady, Texas 76825 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-Brady-TX-199406846783518


