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Introduction 
 
Welcome to St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church in 
Buda, Texas! 
 
We are a congregation of joyful, prayerful and 
committed parishioners who are ready to welcome 
all who come to join us. We care for one another 
and our community as we share the healing, 
transformative love of God in our lives. 
 
Here’s what everyone should know about our church: 
 

● We are inclusive, non-judgmental, and accepting of all backgrounds. St. Liz is a 
safe space of inclusion, and we welcome all who enter. We value diversity and 
have a reputation for progressive thought and action. 
 

● We are traditional in our faith and services, but relaxed in our celebration and 
expression. We lovingly refer to our church and our community as “St. Liz.”  
 

● We appreciate stimulating, challenging, and interesting sermons, and are blessed 
with musical talent that makes our worship services all the more beautiful. 

 
● We are a small church with a big heart, and we care deeply about our members. 

Our entire community, from birth to “seasoned” adults, are celebrated and 
cherished here. 

 
Our objective in publishing this parish profile is to present a clear vision that defines who 
we are and what we seek as members of St. Liz. 

 
We created this profile 
as an invitation and 
guide for our prospective 
new Vicar. That said, we 
hope this document will 
benefit visitors and new 
members alike, and also 
current members who 
want to reconnect with 
St. Liz. Our church story 
is full of love and light, 
and we are delighted to 
share it with you.
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Our Roots 
 
St. Liz was founded in 1985 on a hill overlooking the town of Buda, Texas (pronounced 
be-YOU-dah). Buda is a small community located between the booming metropolis of 
Austin and the wonderful Texas Hill Country. 
 
We have been a Mission Church in the Diocese of West Texas for over 37 years. From 
the original temporary building to our current facilities, St. Liz has watched Buda grow into 
a vibrant community, and that growth seems to have no end in sight. 
 
St. Liz is beautifully situated on 20 acres of natural surroundings. Our campus is 
comprised of: 
 

• The church building, which includes the sanctuary, office, nursery, and kitchen; 

• The Mission Hall, which is used for church functions, youth activities, storage, and 
community programs; and 

• A playscape playground for kids and families to enjoy. 
 
St. Liz’s grounds and facilities offer many opportunities for future growth and expansion. 
In pre-pandemic times, significant research was done to explore options for building a 
Christian Education Building and a larger fellowship hall. 
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Our Mission & Faith Story 
 
At St. Liz, we are determined to share 
the abundant love of God with our 
members, visitors, neighbors, and local 
communities, including Buda, Kyle, and 
Wimberley. 
 
We see St. Liz as an open Christian 
community seeking to grow in 
relationship with God and in 
compassionate engagement with the 
world.  

 
We are deeply proud of our Anglican roots and of the history and tradition of our special 
blue church. We are also focused on the future, and are joyfully seeking and responding 
to God’s call in the 21st century.  

 

Who is Saint Elizabeth of Hungary? 
 

An inspiring role model of a young woman, Saint 
Elizabeth of Hungary was born in 1207 A.D. She 
is known for her charity toward the poor and sick. 
 
A princess married to a prince, she enraged the 
Hungarian royal court by selling royal jewels to 
build a charitable hospital, and by opening the 
royal grain storehouses to feed the poor during a 
famine. Even after she was widowed with three 
young children, she continued her selfless 
generosity. She died when she was 24 years old. 
 
One story tells of how she was caught smuggling 
bread out of the palace to give to the poor in 
secret. When forced to open her cloak and reveal 
what she was hiding, her accusers saw a vision of 
red and white roses. Her symbols, therefore, are 
bread and roses. 
 

We honor our patron Saint Elizabeth each week in worship, and our church logo proudly 
includes a rose in remembrance of her charitable deeds. 
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Our Core Values 
 
Spirituality: Our spiritual history and tradition are rooted in the Bible and the Book of 
Common Prayer. Sunday worship is a traditional Holy Eucharist: Rite II service. 
 
 

Community: Our people are our 
greatest asset at St. Liz. You will be 
hard pressed to find a more warm, 
enthusiastic, and loving welcome 
when you arrive at church on Sunday 
morning. We are an open Christian 
community, seeking to grow in our 
friendship with each other and with 
God; and we seek to study our 
relationship with God and our 
engagement with the world. We 
welcome anyone who would like to join 
us in our journey. We adore 
newcomers! 
 

 
Worship: Our goal is to empower our relationship with God through prayer, praise, and 
thanksgiving. Our worship is traditional, yet casual. Our music is also traditional, but 
features several original pieces and arrangements 
created by our very own members. And the sum of 
this experience is deeply personal for each member 
of our church community.  
 
 
Outreach: We seek and serve Christ in the world 
by supporting our local community in several 
meaningful ways.  
 
 
Children & Youth: We are committed to being a 
multi-generational community, which includes 
children and youth in fellowship, spirituality, and 
mission. Our church is located in the midst of a 
growing, thriving community of families. Our hope 
is to be able to increase the number of children and 
youth attending St. Liz and build strong children and 
youth ministries.  
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Sundays at St. Liz 
 
Sundays at St. Liz currently include 
one Eucharist service at 10:00 AM 
with piano music and choir. A nursery 
is available throughout the morning 
for families with infants and toddlers. 
 
Pre-COVID-19, our attendance was 
so high that two services were held 
on Sundays, with Godly Play and 
adult formation and Bible studies 
offered between the two services. We 
also enjoyed hospitality time between 
or after services, giving parishioners 
an opportunity to get to know one 
another better, and to welcome 
visitors and newcomers. 
 
During the pandemic, the clergy, staff and Bishop's Committee of St. Liz very thoughtfully 
determined the COVID-19 safety protocols for the church. We did not worship in person 
for many months. The dedication and creativity of church leadership and members 
enabled us to shift to online worship via Facebook and YouTube. Presently, we worship 
in person but continue to live stream and record our services.  

 
Our playground is a 
beehive of activity on 
Sunday mornings, 
as children frolic, 
laugh, and burn 
energy with friends 
and get better 
acquainted.  
 
While we may all go 
in different directions 
during the week, we 
truly treasure our 
worship, formation 
and fellowship time 
with each other on 
Sundays. 
 
 



Page 6 

Sunday Ministries and Volunteer Groups 
 
Altar Guild  

 
The Altar Guild is a team of volunteers who care 
for the Altar and its appointments, vessels, and 
linens. The Altar Guild sets up each week for the 
Eucharist, tending to the Lord’s Table and assuring 
that the Elements are ready, the candles are filled, 
and the flowers are purchased and arranged.  
 
The Altar Guild prepares the sanctuary for 
Baptisms, weddings, and burials, and oversees the 
decorations for Christmas and Easter and for other 
Holy Days, as needed.  

 
Lay Leaders 

 
St. Liz has several Sunday volunteer roles for lay persons, including: 
 

• Greeters, who welcome everyone into God’s House and make them feel at home; 

• Ushers, who carry the Offering and Elements to the Altar, and guide churchgoers 
through the worship service; 

• Lectors, who read portions of Scripture during worship; 

• Intercessors, who lead the Prayers of the People during worship; 

• Lay Eucharistic Ministers (“LEMs”), who are licensed by the Bishop to assist in 
administering the chalice during Communion; and 

• Lay Eucharistic Visitors, who are LEMS that are also trained and licensed to visit 
homebound persons to distribute Communion to them. 
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Choir and Music Ministry 
 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness; come 
before His presence with singing.” Psalm 100: 1-2. 
  
At St. Liz, we incorporate a wide variety of 
music to support and enhance the liturgy 
of our worship services. From Classical to 
Jazz, Folk to Contemporary, Gospel to 
Camp, the history of sacred music is rich. 
We are happy to explore the many forms 
of praising God in song together. 
 
Our Choir Director, choir and music team 
are incredibly talented, and ensure that St. 
Liz has original, meaningful, and 
inspirational music every week. 
 

 
 



Page 8 

Our Awesome Acolytes 
 
Acolytes are young persons who assist with the 
worship service in very particular ways. Here at 
St. Liz, Senior Acolytes (Senior High School) are 
eligible to serve as Gospeler and Crucifer. 
Middler Acolytes (Middle School) can serve as 
Banner Bearers, Candle Lighters, Torchbearers, 
and Chapel Crucifer. Junior Acolytes 
(Elementary School) are eligible to serve as Bell 
Ringers before the Eucharist. 
 
Children's Sunday Programs 

 
Children’s Chapel is meant for kids who no longer need the nursery, but who are not quite 
old enough to fully engage in the first part of the worship service. Children’s Chapel allows 
younger kids to participate in and be nourished by Scripture and teachings in a way they 
can understand and enjoy.  
 

Godly Play is a Montessori-based Christian education 
program that offers a sacred space for children to 
experience God by hearing stories from the Bible and 
then responding to them through wondering, working 
with hands-on materials, and art expression, in a 
peaceful, prepared classroom environment. St. Liz was 
graciously gifted a significant number of Godly Play 
core stories and materials, which children at St. Liz 
have enjoyed and learned from over the years. 
 

In pre-pandemic times, St. Liz 
offered Godly Play during the hour 
between services. Children’s Chapel 
was offered starting at the beginning 
of the worship service, and children 
would return to church during the 
Passing of the Peace. It is our strong 
desire to revive and continue both 
Children’s Chapel and Godly Play in 
the near future.  
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Community Involvement 
  
LifeGroups 
 
Before COVID-19, St. Liz had 
a very vibrant and active 
LifeGroups ministry. Members 
joined with one another 
throughout the week in church 
facilities, assisted living 
facilities, and homes to study, 
share and support one another, and to enjoy friendship and fellowship. 
 
Scouting  
 
St. Liz sponsors several Boy Scout and Girl Scout groups in our community. These are 
all active and vibrant groups of kids! Meetings take place weekly in our Mission Hall. The 
people of St. Liz joyfully support the Scouts in all their endeavors. St. Liz also hosts a 
“Scouts” Sunday each year. Recently, an Eagle Scout candidate planned and executed 
a major repair of our parking area as his Eagle Scout project, and a troop of Girl Scouts 
helped to clean, paint, and refresh our outdoor gardens, patio, and picnic tables. St. Liz 
is very proud of and thankful for our Scouts!  
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Meals On Wheels 
 
We are called by God to feed the hungry. St. Liz 
provides space for the preparation and distribution of 
meals each week by the local Meals on Wheels 
program. This program serves the elderly and 
disabled in Buda as part of a county-wide program. 
 
Grief Support Group  

 
Last year, members of St. Liz formed a grief group to provide spiritual and psychological 
support to our members and community friends coping with loss (of loved ones, 
relationships, etc.) or life changes (empty nesters, retirement, etc.). One of our very own 
members, a licensed professional counselor, organized and led the group. The Grief 
Support Group addressed a vital pastoral need, as we all continue to process and adjust 
during post-pandemic times. We hope to continue and expand this ministry in the future. 
 
Sunshine Mail 

 
Each quarter, the St. Liz community prepares “love letters” 
for residents of our local nursing and memory care facilities. 
These notes, drawings, and creative communications 
brighten the lives of those who may have limited visitors.  
 
Local School Support  
 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, St. Liz supported Tom 
Green Elementary School, one of the local elementary 
schools that did not have its own Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA). St. Liz provided school supplies, 
academic resources, and teacher/support staff appreciation functions. Tom Green 
Elementary has since formed its own PTA, which has taken over the support function. 
We are exploring new options for supporting our local school systems. 
 

Church Governance 
 
The business and affairs of St. Liz are managed by our Bishop's Committee ("the BC"). 
The BC is a group of nine committed and energetic members of St. Liz who are 
passionate about serving God and the St. Liz community. Because St. Liz is a Mission 
Church, all Bishop's Committee members, like our Vicar, are appointed directly by the 
Bishop of the Diocese of West Texas. Appointments occur in consultation with the Vicar 
and current BC members. The BC has three sub-committees: Finance & Admin, Mission 
& Ministry, and Facilities & Grounds. BC members typically serve a term of 2-3 years. 
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Life in Buda, Texas 
 

Buda is a city in Hays County, Texas, located due 
west of Interstate 35, just 15 miles southwest of 
downtown Austin and 65 miles northeast of San 
Antonio. Buda is very close to the communities of 
Kyle and Wimberley. 
 

Buda is one of Austin’s fastest-growing and most accessible suburbs. Just to the north of 
Buda is Texas State Highway 45, which feeds directly into a major toll loop of Austin. 
According to the 2020 Census, the population of Buda is 17,232, which is an increase of 
136% over the past 6.5 years. Given this growth, the Buda area is quickly becoming home 
to many industries and businesses, ranging from manufacturing, healthcare and 
technology to those smaller service industries that support our booming population. 
 
Buda is a vibrant, close-knit town that regularly hosts 
community festivals and events in and around Main Street 
and Buda City Park. Most famous of these is the Buda 
Weiner Dog Races, put on by the Buda Lions Club.  
 
On average, Buda gets 36 inches of rain per year. Snowfall 
averages 0 inches. Typically, there are 225 sunny days per 
year in Buda. The July high temperature is 95 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and the January low temperature is 39 
degrees. The US average comfort index is 7.  
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Our Current Challenges  
 
As we forge ahead in a post-pandemic world, where new obstacles and uncertainties 
continue to unfold, we have identified the following challenges for our St. Liz community: 
 

● Decrease in membership, volunteers, and financial pledges. Like many other 
churches, our membership and volunteer numbers have decreased as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, our financial resources have been more 
strained than is typical. We have been surviving, but not thriving as we once did. 

 
● Limited fellowship and community engagement. St. Liz very thoughtfully chose 

to abide by COVID-19 worship precautions, beyond what was required, in order to 
keep our members safe. This was the right decision for our community; however, 
this decision paused our typical fellowship and community engagement activities. 
Now, even though most COVID-19 precautions have been lifted, we have yet to 
resume regular fellowship and community engagement activities. 
 

● Lack of children’s and youth programs. Whether due to lack of resources, lack 
of participants, or both, we have not been able to offer any programming or 
Christian education to the children and youth of St. Liz.  

 
● Inadequate Facilities. Our buildings and grounds need upkeep and expansion. 

 
Our Hopes and Dreams 

 
In spite of the above challenges, we long to: 
 

• Achieve parish status after serving as a mission for 37+ years. To do this, we 
need sound finances and continued membership growth. 
 

• Return to a full schedule of fellowship activities. We seek a leader who can 
help us navigate this difficult post-pandemic landscape to bring people together, 
to grow the church, and to serve all generations of our church family. 

 

• Prioritize children’s and youth programming. In addition to Children’s Chapel 
and Godly Play, we hope to create a new formation program for youth ages 11-18. 
 

• Serve as a vibrant presence in the community.  
 

● Update and expand our grounds and facilities. Specifically, we need more 
meeting spaces, classrooms, and storage space. 
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Our Vicar Profile 
 
We seek a dynamic Vicar with the ability to lead and sustainably grow the church, who is 
actively engaged with the congregation and our local community. 
 
We have prioritized the following gifts and qualities as we 
search for our new Vicar: 
 

• Strong, energetic preaching that relates the 
Gospel to our daily lives; 

• Prioritizing the formation of children and youth; 

• Actively being involved and visible in the 
community beyond the church; 

• Emphasizing the spiritual growth of members; 

• Promoting newcomer ministries (invite, welcome, 
and connect); and 

• Providing pastoral care that includes visiting the 
sick, bereaved, and homebound. 

 

St. Liz by the Numbers 
 

Membership & Attendance 2021 2020 

Members 173 204 

Average Sunday Attendance 39 112 

Online Worship Participants 58 68 

Baptisms 3 1 

Confirmations 5 0 

Burials 2 2 

Marriages 1 0 

Stewardship & Finances - - 

Pledges 50 70 

Total Amount Pledged $150,570 $211,239 

Total Operating Revenue $208,592 $214,278 

Total Operating Expenses $193,244 $224,922 

Total Cash in Checking\Savings $91,710 $ 69,026 
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Closing Thoughts 
 
We figured there’s no better way to end our parish profile than with some quotes about 
St. Liz directly from our congregation: 
 

• St. Liz has a small town feel and our members are down to earth. 

• We care about our members and each other. 

• We are non-judgmental. 

• We like to laugh. 

• We have great music every week. 

• St. Liz feels like home. 

• St. Liz is a good place to connect with like-minded Christians. 

• We are reverent but not pretentious; we are traditional yet relaxed. 

• We are passionate to learn and reflect God in our life. 

• We are not too big, not too small. 

• We are thoughtful, positive, upbeat, fun-loving, and happy. 

• We live the Christ-centered mission of loving our neighbors. 

• We meet people where they are. 

• We are filled with so much talent. 

• We follow religious practices you can relate to. 

• You'll want to attend a second time. 

• We are looking for people just like you. 

• We are a church of imperfect people doing our best to follow God's teaching. 

• We will remember your name on your second visit. 

• Expect to be invited to be involved. 

• We are happy-go-lucky do-ers. 

• We have events that everyone can be a part of. 

• We know when to get fancy, but are mostly laid back. 
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The Right Reverend David Reed, Bishop  
of the Diocese of West Texas, leads our  
Diocese in living into its core values of  
faith, scripture, prayer, sacramental  
worship, evangelism, mission, and  
reconciliation. 

Bishop Reed was born and raised in the  
Diocese (Rio Grande Valley) and truly  
loves the people and congregations he  
serves. 

St. Liz is part of the Diocese of 
West Texas, which is made up of 85  
congregations spread out over almost  
70 ,000 square miles. 

From Brady and San Saba to the north,  
the Texas Hill Country, to the Coastal  
Bend, to the Rio Grande Valley, you will  
find faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ  
doing the work that God calls us to do! 


