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Welcome to St. Mark’s

Introduction
Welcome to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in San Marcos! We are a congregation of joyful, 

prayerful and committed parishioners who are ready to welcome our new rector and all 

who come to join us. We care for one another and our community as we share the 

healing, transformative love of God in our lives.

Our objective with this profile is to present a clear vision that defines who we are and 

what we seek as members of St. Mark’s. As we created this profile, it became an invitation 

for our prospective new rector. Along the way, we discovered it also serves as an 

invitation to visitors and new members, and perhaps even to people who have been here 

a while but have not yet found their niche.

We do not all come into a relationship with Christ looking for the same thing. In the wake 

of the pandemic and the isolation that comes along with social distancing, we felt it 

imperative that the voices of our congregation be heard. We used a survey focused on 

personal priorities and qualities we look for in a rector. We received many thoughtful and 

heartfelt responses that informed and enlivened this document. Our Search Committee 

fine-tuned the information gathered from the parish family to define and describe all that 

we are, and all that we want to be. The result of which is this, our Parish Profile.



The Episcopal Church in San Marcos 

dates from July 16, 1865, when Bishop 

Gregg, first Bishop of Texas, reported 

that he had “...preached and 

administered communion, a large and 

attentive congregation being present.”

The first rector on record was Rev. 

Wallace Carnahan, who served from 

1875-1876. Thus, St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Church has had a continuous presence 

in San Marcos for over 145 years.

We birthed St. Stephen’s in Wimberley 

and also Christ Chapel, which was 

located on our second campus.

St. Mark’s moved to our current 

location, the third in our history,          

in 2010.

While we are deeply proud of our 

heritage, we are also focused on our 

future and looking for God’s calling 

through the 21st century. We see St. 

Mark’s as an open Christian 

community seeking to grow in 

relationship with God and in 

compassionate engagement with      

the world.

We are guided by the Episcopal 

spirituality we have inherited, and we 

welcome anyone who would like to 

join us on our journey.

Our Roots
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Spirituality: We have a long 

history, rooted in the Book of 

Common Prayer, a spiritual 

resource, which recognizes our 

God given liberty to explore and 

study our spirituality and 

relationship with God.

Community: We are an open 

Christian Community, seeking to 

grow in our friendship with God 

and in compassionate 

engagement with the world. We 

welcome anyone who would like 

to join us in our journey.

Worship: Engaging and 

empowering our relationship 

with God through prayer, praise, 

and thanksgiving.

Outreach:  We seek and serve 

Christ in the world, healing and 

supporting our families, parish 

family, university students, 

faculty, and staff.

Children & Youth: We are 

committed to be an 

intergenerational community, 

which includes children and 

youth in fellowship, spirituality, 

and mission.

Core Values
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Sundays at St. Mark’s
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We recognize the need for a spiritual recharging for the week ahead, and we gather to 
center ourselves, learn from the gospel and be inspired for the work in our mission 
fields. We value family, community and spiritual nourishment. Our Sundays together 
prepare us for all that we do.

Sunday mornings at St. Mark’s offer a Rite 1 Service at 8am with organ accompaniment, 
followed by a Rite 2 Service at 11am with our Chancel Choir. Both services are live-
streamed and recorded. Sunday School for all ages is offered and a nursery is available 
throughout the morning for families with infants and toddlers. Pre-COVID, the Parish 
Hall buzzed with a hospitality time between services catered by our Coffee Crew, giving 
parishioners an opportunity to get to know one another better, as well as to welcome 
our guests and newcomers.

Our natural playground is a beehive of activity, as children frolic and burn energy with 
friends, getting better acquainted, just as the adults do inside the Parish Hall. While we 
may all go in different directions with ministry and outreach work during the week, we 
treasure this worship, formation and fellowship time together on Sundays.



Learning at St. Mark’s
Both formative and transformative education are high priorities at St. Mark's. Sunday 
school classes offer a means for us to engage in learning with various ages while 
fostering meaningful relationships with each other as a church family. Offerings range 
from Godly Play to adult studies. Our children's Sunday School program is for toddlers 
through 12th grade. Other programs include a preschool, a college ministry, and the 
adult School of Wisdom and Practical Spirituality.

“St. Mark’s encourages and facilitates spiritual development of all ages.”
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St. Mark’s Preschool
St. Mark’s Preschool is dedicated to providing a loving, Christian atmosphere for children, 
with activities that acknowledge God’s love, including weekly chapel in the sanctuary and 
music led by our remarkable Choirmaster. The curriculum incorporates play-based learning, 
utilizing play as a teaching tool in all areas of education, including when the children engage 
with nature on their playground and the larger campus.  Led by a strong and talented lead 
teacher, St. Mark's preschool is open for a class of 16 3-5 year olds both from the parish and 
the greater San Marcos community.
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Youth / Young 
Adult and 
Campus Ministry

Responding to the spiritual needs of teens and young 
adults is about building trusting relationships. St. 
Mark's Episcopal Church strives to walk with young 
people on their journeys from childhood to 
adulthood, recognizing their gifts for ministry, 
questions about spirituality, and their desire to make 
a difference in the world.

Our goal is to build churchwide networks to invite, 
inspire, affirm, and equip youth for discipleship and 
Christian leadership in their lives and communities. 

We embrace our outreach to the Texas State 
University youth and plan a post-pandemic reunion, 
expanding the discipleship and Christian leadership 
networks to the youth in the community.
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School of Wisdom
The School of Wisdom has been in continuous operation since the mid-1990s to 
provide adult spiritual development opportunities. Enrollment ranges from 55 to 75 
individuals per semester in four to six courses.

Courses represent a range of interests within the Christian tradition. Recent courses 
include An Introduction to Benedictine Spirituality; Book Study: Facing Apocalypse: 
Climate, Democracy, and Other Last Chances, by Catherine Keller; The History and 
Archaeology of the Bible; and Sacred Seeking with the Secret Sayings of Jesus.

Sacred Ground
St. Mark's is conducting the Sacred Ground program in partnership with St. John's 
Episcopal Church in nearby New Braunfels.

“Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, The Episcopal Church’s long-
term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, 
our ministries, and our society." (Episcopal Sacred Ground program)

Education for Ministry
St. Mark’s has an on-going EfM program, with several certified mentors.

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/


We are proud of our music 
ministry at St. Mark’s, 
with its talented Chancel 
Choir, including choral
scholars from Texas State 
University. We also have an 
active Children’s Choir and 
Bell Choir.

Our sanctuary offers superior 
acoustics and our Hoffman 
Organ is used for services as 
well as a practice instrument 
for music scholars.

“We have an exemplary 
music ministry through our 

choir and most extraordinary 
organist. If you love to 

worship through music, St. 
Mark's offers a marvelous 

opportunity to do so.”

Music Ministry
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The Little Lion Diaper Pantry provides diapers for families in need in the San 
Marcos area.  The fact is that one third of families struggle to buy clean, dry 
diapers for their children.  Our pantry is stocked by donations from St. Mark’s 
members and the community and diapers are distributed each month. 

Ministries & Outreach

Our ECW sponsors an annual chili 
cookoff as a fund and fun raiser! The 
church-wide Chili Cookoff is held in the 
Fall with prizes for Best Chili, Best 
Fundraiser, and Best Hospitality.

This event includes a Petting Zoo for 
children, face painting, live music, and 
an opportunity for us to enjoy fun 
fellowship.

Proceeds from the Chili Cookoff, Silent 
Auction, Bake Sale, and sponsorships 
have generated considerable support 
for community outreach over the years.

ECW Chili Cookoff
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Our values are expressed in the ministries and outreach programs that are 
the work and life of St. Mark’s. 



School Fuel provides nutritional weekend meals for school children of San 
Marcos CISD who have a high risk of little to no food at home. Volunteers meet 
during the school year to pack and distribute these bags.

St. Mark's has been involved with the Manos de Dios 
Mission in Honduras for over 20 years. We also sponsor a 
breakfast program for 80-100 preschool/kindergarten 
children in Ojo de Agua.

Manos de Dios
Hands of God Mission in Honduras

Local Community Outreach
• Angel Tree

Early Head Start Program assistance

• College Ministry

• Habitat for Humanity

• Hays-Caldwell Women’s Center

• Meals on Wheels

• Redwood Community Center

• Full Circle Mom's Group - a gathering for 

moms and babies through the first year and beyond
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Ministries & Outreach
Our values are expressed in the ministries and outreach programs that are 
the work and life of St. Mark’s. 
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St. Mark’s Community Ministries
• Community of Hope - Lay Chaplains provide pastoral care to parishioners.

• Creation Care Committee (Environmental Stewardship)

• Daughters of the King

• Sunday Hospitality

• Invite, Welcome, Connect (Newcomers’ Team)

• Los Hermanos Men’s Group

• Pastoral Care Hospitality Team

• Playground

• Stations of the Cross

• Labyrinth

• Sunday School (children and adults)

"If your heart and mind are open, you’ll find something here."

• Acolytes

• Altar Guild

• Choir

Worship Ministries
• Flower Guild

• Greeters/Ushers

• Lay Readers and Lay 

Eucharistic Ministers

Ministries & Outreach
Our values are expressed in the ministries and outreach programs that are 
the work and life of St. Mark’s. 

St. Mark's is blessed to have two endowment funds that support our Outreach 

Ministries.  Contributions made to these funds are added to the investment 

principal and only the interest or investment growth can be distributed for 

outreach ministry.

Endowments 

St. Mark’s Community Ministries



St. Mark's is a safe space of 
inclusion and welcomes all 
who enter. We value diversity 
and have a reputation for 
progressive thought and 
action. We welcome the voices 
of differing perspectives, and 
we are committed to both 
fellowship and social 
responsibility united by 
common prayer.  We serve 
those in need in the larger 
community.

In light of the above, our 
biggest challenge is bringing 
our congregation back 
together as the pandemic 
subsides. Some parishioners 
are feeling disconnected or 
may have drifted away. New 
members have joined the 
church, some from our new 
online presence, and we seek 
to keep them engaged in 
worship and ministry. We 
would like to involve more 
parishioners in our various 
ministries and lay leadership 
roles. Our building and 
grounds need upkeep and 
expansion, including more 
accessible parking, more 
classrooms and additional 
storage space.

Ways We Seek 
to Grow
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As a large church family, we appreciate the opportunity for further 
development of our community. We have been operating within COVID 
restrictions and look forward to re-establishing our social hour after services. 
This was an opportunity to extend hospitality to our very active 
intergenerational social community and visitors alike.

Episcopal Church Women offers an opportunity for women in the congregation 
to establish relationships while also sponsoring our most successful fundraiser, 
The Chili Cook-off, the proceeds of which benefit outreach programs within 
the community of San Marcos. These are just a few of the social opportunities 
we have missed during the pandemic.

Social Opportunities
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Post-COVID Reboot

During the pandemic, the clergy,
staff and Vestry have been very
thoughtful in determining the safety 
protocols for the parish. We did not
worship in person for 13 months. We
shifted to online worship via Facebook
and YouTube and continue to live         
stream and record our services. We        
have developed a joyous online worship    
and Christian formation community that 
continues to bring new members to           
the church.

We have slowly and carefully increased
our in-person activity at the church and
have returned to having two services      
each Sunday. Our beloved Chancel Choir     
is singing again at the 11:00 service.
Morning Prayer, Community of Hope,        
and other groups have begun meeting in
person. Sunday School and the nursery
have resumed.

We long to return to a full schedule of 
activities, such as Coffee Hour following 
Sunday services, our annual parish picnic, 
and the Chili Cook-off. We recognize the 
challenges inherent in bringing people 
together, as well as reconnecting with
those who are unable to attend church.
We seek a leader who can help us
navigate this difficult landscape to 
grow the church and serve all 
generations of our parish family.
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St. Mark’s Campus
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St Mark’s facilities offer many opportunities for engaging the community, leading to 
sustained future growth.

Our campus is beautifully situated on 20 acres of natural surroundings and includes:
− Sanctuary
− Parish Hall
− Administrative Offices Building
− Preschool Building
− Labyrinth (the only one in San Marcos)
− Natural Playscape Playground

Our original plans included a Christian Education Building and Chapel, but we are 
excited to see whatever the future may bring.

Through the generosity of parishioners and our Vestry’s stewardship, we have been 
blessed to be debt free since moving to our current campus.

Experience St. Mark’s campus through this St. Mark's Campus Drone Video flyover.

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fb287d31f1ed8e13a85fb-7316562cd4d784b0daa71067b4cd725c.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com%2Fh264-720%2Fs%2F0e9800786_1580421928_stmarkdrone2.mp4&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5c674585428c466875f808d9abc0e305%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637729667220293402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=N7P09mb7bz9joHGEpZf%2BlYnMA6MhPpe9He654qpZMs8%3D&reserved=0


St. Mark’s Playground
Our playground truly was built from the imagination and hard work of both the 
children and our loving congregation. The playground was based on ideas dreamt up 
by our youth through an imagineering session with volunteers from the Art and 
Design Department at Texas State University. We went from pipe cleaners and Play-
Doh to a beautiful full-scale earthen playground where our youth and visitors play in 
God's creation. A few of the highlights are a 16-foot hillside slide and our own 
wooden suspension “Lillibridge,” named after Bishop Lillibridge, that leads to a       
play deck.
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What we envision for St. Mark’s

Growth and Newcomers -
providing a welcoming and 
intergenerational community, 
with services and facilities to 
meet the needs of all ages.

Youth/Young Adults - offering a 
vital and growing youth and 
young adult programs, fully 
utilizing our facilities, reaching 
out to our youth and young 
adults, students and faculty of 
Texas State University as they 
regularly attend worship, 
spiritual formation, and 
fellowship activities.

Mission and Outreach -
encouraging greater participation 
and developing additional 
leadership for the numerous 
mission and outreach programs 
identified in the parish profile 
and new programs not yet 
identified. Communications 
regarding opportunities and 
ongoing activities for our 
programs are continually 
improving.

Spiritual Formation - building 
the foundation of our church 
family by encouraging spiritual 
growth through worship, 
education, study, spiritual 
direction, and social interaction.

Building Community - involving 
the entire church in social 
activities. As a large church 
family, we develop community 
and come together to experience 
God’s grace and love.

Vision Areas

19



We seek a rector with the 
ability to lead the church while 
also being actively engaged 
with the congregation; 
someone who models our 
mission statement with 
enthusiasm and energy; caring 
for all with flexibility and 
grace.

A parish-wide survey identified 
the following gifts and qualities 
we seek in our new Rector:

• Open, accepting, engaging

• Inspiring preaching skills

• Active in the local 
community as well as the 
church community

• A galvanizing spiritual leader

• Personable with a sense of 
humor

• Commitment to Christian 
education for all ages 

• Devotion to pastoral care

• Dedication to stewardship

• Encourage and enable lay 
leadership

• Openness in sharing his/her 
personal faith

Our Rector Profile
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Life at St. Mark's

“My church is full of life 
and joy; we are vibrant 

and caring.”



Membership & Attendance 2020 2019

Members 587 594

ASA 211 211

Easter Sunday n/a 503

Baptisms 0 3

Confirmations 6 6

Burials 3 7

Marriages 3 2

Stewardship & Finances

Pledges 136 135

Total Amount Pledged $ 636,933 $ 625,520

Total Operating Revenue $ 845,766 $ 825,712

Total Operating Expenses $ 787,147 $ 839,746

Total cash in checking\savings $ 327,015 $ 309,500

Total investment at market value $ 618,146 $ 517,031

Learn more about St Mark’s financial statistics by viewing our Annual Parish Report 

with our narrative budget and quarterly updates here:

https://stmarks-sanmarcos.org/resources/parish-reports-forms/

St. Mark’s by the Numbers
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https://stmarks-sanmarcos.org/resources/parish-reports-forms


Life in San Marcos
More than a small city

San Marcos is at the center of the Austin-San 
Antonio metropolitan area.  We benefit from 
its cultural diversity, strong economy, leading 
medical facilities, top universities, abundance 

of entertainment, and beautiful setting.

Our home, our mission field

San Marcos and its environs are, for our Rector 
as for all of us, both our homes and our field of 
ministry. San Marcos is a pleasantly small city, 
home of Texas State University.  Native 
American, Hispanic, and Black cultures add to   
its diversity.

Beauty of Creation

Our setting is the Texas Hill Country and the Gulf 
Coastal Plain. Springs give rise to our 
beautiful San Marcos River. San Marcos has 
more than 1,200 acres of protected natural area, 
accessed by 22 miles of trail.

A community built on learning 
Education is a priority in San Marcos, including 
the San Marcos CISD, the private San Marcos 
Academy, and Texas State University.

The statistics show a high level of poverty and 
low household income. Our mission field is just 
outside our door.
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$54,535 Average household income 
(State average $87,260)
$171,500 Median home value
32.15% Poverty rate (State poverty 
rate 16.0%)

Relevant statistics for San Marcos
68,000 residents
38,000 students
46.2% White
43.1% Hispanic
6.22% Black
2.45% Asian

Data sources: World Population Review, Data USA, 
Income Statistics by Zip Code, Welfare Info.

https://www.visitsanmarcos.com/
https://www.txstate.edu/about.html
https://indigenouscultures.org/
https://www.sanmarcoscentro.org/
https://www.calaboosemuseum.org/
https://sanmarcosriver.org/
https://smgreenbelt.org/natural-areas/
https://www.smcisd.net/domain/141
https://www.smabears.org/
https://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/san-marcos-tx-population
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/san-marcos-tx/
https://www.incomebyzipcode.com/texas
https://www.welfareinfo.org/poverty-rate/texas/


Parish Survey Responses

Words most used in ‘What to tell others’ survey responses

We received 85 very genuine and heartfelt responses to our Parish survey.  You’ll find 
quotes from some of those responses here and throughout this profile document.

“The people of St. 

Mark's have open 

minds, open hearts and 

open arms.”

“The community is 

diverse, both in 

background and 

thought.”

“The gift of sharing the gospel through preaching. Many only hear the gospel on 

Sunday mornings, and it is important to offer a message that parishioners can take 

home with them to think about and use during their daily lives.”

“St. Mark's offers an 

amazing Adult Spiritual 

Formation program 

that is open to 

members and non-

members.”

24

“A kind heart, a generous spirit and an ability to communicate his or her faith to us.”

What we tell people 
about St. Mark’s:

Qualities of our next rector:

“Be genuinely JOYful in sharing God's Love.”

“Develop a relationship with the children of the congregation.”



The Right Reverend David Reed, Bishop 
of the Diocese of West Texas, leads our 
Diocese in living into its core values of 
faith, scripture, prayer, sacramental 
worship, evangelism, mission, and 
reconciliation.

Bishop Reed was born and raised in the 
Diocese (Rio Grande Valley) and truly 
loves the people and congregations he 
serves.

St. Mark’s is part of the Diocese of West 
Texas, which is made up of 85 
congregations spread out over almost 
70,000 square miles.

From Brady and San Saba to the north, 
the Texas Hill Country, to the Coastal 
Bend, to the Rio Grande Valley, you will 
find faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ 
doing the work that God calls us to do!
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Vestry
Gail Morgan - senior warden
Colby Knapp - junior warden
Amy Kennedy - Vestry clerk
Marlene Ballard
Rex Cole
Carolyn Dobbs
Leslie Garrett
Nick Hoover
Cindy Knox
Susie Lewis
Ken Nesbitt
Linda Nichols - secretary
Connie Ulmer - treasurer

Search Committee
Carolyn Burklund  - chair
Catherine Carothers
Carolyn Dobbs
Mike Guardiola
Suad Hooper
Jim Kimmel
Dianne Pape
Emily Pruitt
Sam Regonini
Michael Scholl
Connie Ulmer

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 2021
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www.stmarks-sanmarcos.org facebook.com/stmarkssanmarcos

http://www.stmarks-sanmarcos.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkssanmarcos

