
Welcome to St. John's Episcopal Church 
Sonora, Texas



WELCOME is a word we use around St. John’s on a regular basis; one of the first things we do upon 
arrival every Sunday is to open the front doors of our church so that we can say it without words…
WELCOME! 

We WELCOME you to browse the pages of our profile so that you can get to know us a little better.  We 
have so much to tell you and to show you!  St. John’s is prayerfully waiting to WELCOME our next rector 
and we are eager to WELCOME you into our church family and into the community of Sonora. 



Our History
In 1889, Episcopal missionary H.A. Grantham described Sonora as “A new town consisting of a windmill and 
well…18 houses, two stores, a good school house, and six or eight tents.” But it was part of his pastoral territory, 
so Grantham held an Evening Prayer service and noted that he hoped to secure a church lot.

Two years later, the Devil’s River News reported that the Rev. Oscar Wilson, Episcopal Minister, had held a 
service in the school house and that Bishop Johnston would arrive in April.  Services were to be held once every 
two months.  Sometime before 1895, at least two children were baptized by Mr. Wilson.

By 1897, the Rev. Arthur Rooney was holding services in the courthouse once a month.  A lot was purchased 
from John Hagerlund for $100, and a 24ft. by 30ft. structure was put up at a cost of $700.  Costs were met by 
dinners, ice cream socials, a grand concert, a shadow pantomime, and an amateur production called “The District 
Skule.”

From 1900 to 1925, the Rev. E. Mercer was in charge of the mission in Sonora.  He conducted services on the 
first Sunday of each month, with Miss Myrtle Briant or Miss Velma Savell at the pump organ.

Under the leadership of the Rev. Frederic Brasier, 1933 to 1937, the original wooden building was rocked and 
several memorial windows were installed.  The remodeled building was dedicated by Bishop Capers in 
September 1937.  Then, during the tenure of the Rev. Stanley Hauser, 1946-1951, the little church became a 
parish with Mr. Hauser its first rector.  Mr. Hauser went on to become the second Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese 
of West Texas. The original church building was eventually torn down and a new one constructed on the same 
site.  It was dedicated in 1961.



The physical plant of St. John’s is extremely inviting, and the facilities and location are among 
those things the congregation finds most pleasing.  The church building is traditional in style, 
seating about 120 parishioners.  A modern parish hall is attached by a covered walkway and 
includes an office, nursery, and a full kitchen. The Parish Hall was built in 1985 and in 2001 and 
old house-now called St. John’s Sunday House- was purchased and refurbished for use as a 
youth and Sunday school building.  The building was torn down in 2014 with plans to replace 
the Sunday House with a new building.  However…



It's the people that make us who we are!




Youth Ministry

The youth of St. John’s are an integral part of our parish.  It is very important that our young 
members feel that they have a vital role in the church.  Children that are too young to acolyte 
collect the offertory each Sunday.  Starting in 3rd grade, our children are trained and help serve 
as acolytes. Our middle school (grades 6-8) and high school kids are part of a youth group 
which encompasses the children of St. John’s, First United Methodist Church, and several 
other youth from within the community. This group has approximately 20-25 youth.  

Priests/Leaders from each church rotate teaching responsibilities with the two different age 
groups. We are proud to host, organize and make sure that these children are provided with a 
meal every Wednesday night at St. John’s. Many of these kids also participate in Fellowship of 
Christian Students and Fellowship of Christian Athletes at Sonora High School.



Outreach
St. John’s is active in several outreach programs for the community of Sonora and beyond.

The community Food Pantry and Camp Good Sam- Sonora are two of our largest and most 
encompassing outreach programs that we participate in as a parish.  

As a church we volunteer once a month at the local food pantry to either stock shelves, prepare food 
baskets or delivery of food baskets.  This is a fairly new and very active program within our 
community.

Camp Good Sam-Sonora provides and engaging and enriched summer program for 110 At-Risk (At-
Promise ) youth in our community grades 1-8.  The goal is to decrease the “summer back slide” that 
happens during the summer months.

The Mission Endowment Fund is also a large piece of our outreach and it covers numerous programs 
in the area and globally.  The purpose of the Mission Endowment Fund is to feed children. 

Several parishioners sponsor 12 Ugandan children in their pursuit of education from the primary level 
to eventually college or university.  We are very proud of the fact that we have educated two students 
all the way through university/college level.

Veterinarian/ Community Health to Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico is one mission that we 
annually help sponsor and send a parishioner to help.



Leadership and Ministry Life
St. John’s Episcopal Church operates with one full time rector and one part-time administrator 
who works approximately 16 hours a week. There are also 3 other part-time employees at St. 
John’s, one helps keep the church grounds,  one cleans the church and parish hall and the 
third keeps the nursery on Sunday mornings during our Holy Eucharist service.  

We have several volunteers who donate many hours annually helping with the financials and 
audits. One member of St. John’s is a CPA who volunteers her time making sure the financials 
are current and in order on a weekly basis. Our vestry at St. John’s meets regularly and is 
made up of 9 individuals one of which serves as the Senior Warden and one as the Junior 
Warden of the church. We also have 3 people along with the rector who serve on the Mission 
Endowment Board for St. John’s Mission Endowment fund. They meet several times during the 
year. Besides the paid positions at St. John’s, you will see many volunteers within the church 
helping on a weekly basis with Lay Eucharist Ministry, Lectors, Acolytes, Ushers, Vestry Person 
of the Day on Sundays, Alter Guild, Music (organ played by the computer), Godly Play/Sunday 
School and Youth Group. Others are active with Women of St. John’s, Daughters of the King 
and The Order of St. Luke. St. John’s Episcopal Church is not large in number, but we are great 
in the percentage of active members who volunteer within our church to keep the vision to 
Feed His Sheep alive and growing. We are proud of the strong representation we have of 
young families who are active in the life of our church as well. 



Worship and Parish Life

On Sunday mornings we have a Holy Eucharist service at 10:30.  The Sunday service is 
typically Rite 2, with Rite 1 reserved for Advent and Lent.  We also have a 5:30 pm Wednesday 
service with Holy Eucharist with Healing when feasible.

St. John’s has been without an organist for quite some time, and since music is a very 
important part of our service, an alternate method was researched and utilized.  Fortunately our 
organ is equipped with MIDI capabilities which allows for a digital interface between it and a 
computer.  The result is somewhat similar to a “player piano” but with many more capabilities.  
A large selection of hymns and service music is available from the 1982 Hymnal, “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing” hymnal, and the “Worship, Love, and Praise” supplement.  In addition, new 
hymns are added regularly and existing hymns can be edited with endless possibilities.  
Volunteer members provide the music during the services using this system.

We have programs for our youth including Young Believers for elementary students, and an 
active youth program for our Middle School and High School students on Wednesday evening. 
Godly Play is offered for our younger children during the Sunday morning service.  St. John’s is 
also a sponsor of the Fellowship of Christian students at Sonora High School providing meals 
for the students along with other churches in the Ministerial Alliance. St. John’s is committed to 
providing a positive environment for our children and teens.

Fellowship among the parishioners is kept strong with monthly luncheons held after the Sunday 
morning service.  We celebrate special days in the church such as: Shrove Tuesday pancake 
supper, Easter Egg Hunt and breakfast Easter morning and a special luncheon to honor our 
graduating seniors and a parish picnic with games and lots of great food and fellowship to kick 
off the new school year to name just a few.

St. John’s has an active chapter of the Daughters of the King ministry which strives to support 
the needs of our church and community. 

St. John’s also invites the community to join us at our Pet Blessing in October each year. The 
community is invited to enjoy our new Stations of the Cross located in the flower garden when 
they need a place to meditate and communicate with our Lord. 

St. John’s is a member of the Sonora Ministerial Alliance.  We participate in a number of 
activities with the local churches.  During Lent, we have a weekly Lenten Luncheon with the 
other churches in Sonora which is held at St. John’s. Our parish also participates in helping with 
the Food Pantry, Soup and Sermon luncheons held during Advent, the Community Easter 
Sunrise Service and the Community Christmas Pageant and parade.





Christian Formation

At St. Johns, one of the main components of Christian formation is Godly Play. We have two 
main Godly Play instructors who present the lessons. Godly Play is held in the basement of St 
Johns during the sermon portion of our Sunday morning service. The children of St Johns are 
gaining a deep understanding of the bible through our Godly Play lessons. Another portion of 
Christian formation at St Johns is our Young Believers program and Vacation Bible Study that 
are held in conjunction with the Methodist church. We have a wonderful working relationship 
with all churches in Sonora especially the Methodist Church. It is very beneficial for the 
churches to work together in our children’s outreach programs.  Each Wednesday Young 
Believers (1st-5th grades) meet at Methodist Church and have fellowship and learn a bible story. 
Leaders from each church work together to make Young Believers a wonderful learning time for 
the children of Sonora. St Johns also helps to put on Vacation Bible School each summer at 
the Methodist Church. Both churches provide volunteers and snacks to help make our annual 
VBS a successful time of fellowship for the children of Sonora. 



From Us to You…

In August of 2021, a survey was sent to each member of St. John’s, Sonora so that 
everyone could have a “voice” in answering some important questions about who 
we are as a church, what our greatest challenges are, as well as our hope, dreams, 
and prayers for our church.  The following pages represent our most common 
answers.



What Should Everyone Know About Us?

We are a FAMILY

We hold to traditional values but we are accepting of different views


We are inclusive and accepting of others

We are diverse in background and age

We have open arms and open hearts


We are active in the community


and…


“We strive to reach out to each member, as well as to those new to our community.  We are committed to 
leading a strong ministry and being a real presence of healing and helping in this community.  We are 

generous in sharing God’s gifts to those in need”


“Our church family is always involved in the community and the citizens of Sutton County and beyond, 
church members or non members.  There is no difference.”


“We love who we are and what being Episcopalian means.”


What Are Our Greatest Challenges?

Attracting new members

Reaching out to and retaining younger families


Sonora is a small town

Growing our youth group


and…


“Recovering from COVID restrictions and getting our congregation to return to church.”


“To be all encompassing, serving all parts of our congregation equally well.”



Our Hopes, Dreams, and Prayers

Continue to love, worship, serve, and glorify God

To thrive , not survive

To grow in attendance, Christian Ed., and community ministry

To find a rector with an open heart

To continue serving the community

To continue being open to new ideas

To be more involved with our homebound 

For St. John’s to continue long into the future

That we remain a family

Continue to study God’s word



St. John’s by the Numbers

Membership and Attendance 2019 2020 

Membership	 	 	 	 	 	 106	 	 	 	 	 103

Average Sunday Attendance		 	 	   39	 	 	 	 	   36 

Easter Sunday	 	 	 	 	 	 120	 	 	 	              0

Total Baptisms	 	 	 	 	 	     3	 	 	 	 	     0

Confirmations	 	 	 	 	 	     1	 	 	 	 	     0


Stewardship and Finances 

Pledging Units	 	 	 	 	 	      0	 	 	 	 	    0

Plate and pledge payments	 	 	  $181,162	 	 	 	 $194,311

Total Revenue	 	 	 	 	  $259,684	 	 	 	 $272,595


Total Expenses	 	 	 	 	  $206,146	 	 	 	 $194,771


Total cash in checking and savings	  $279,009	 	 	 	 $265,987


Total investment at market value	         $3,336,647	 	 	        $3,482,381


Services are live streamed every week on Facebook live.  As of August, 2021, St. John’s 
offers both in-person worship and live streaming.


2020 ASA represents pre-COVID numbers.  No in person worship offered Easter Sunday as 
instructed by the Diocese of West Texas.



To Our Next Rector…

Although we do not know you just yet, we hope that you are getting to know us!  We know that God has 
been preparing you for the call to St. John’s and we look forward to meeting you.  We understand that 
our rector cannot do it all, and we do not expect you to, as we will partner with you in serving God, the 
church, and the Sonora/Sutton County communities.  


Part of the survey asked us to choose from a list of gifts and qualities that we believe are important for 
our next rector to have.  They are listed in order of importance.  We cannot WAIT to see what God has 
in store for us!


1. Pastoral care that includes visiting the sick, bereaved, and homebound.

2. Developing and supporting formation for children and youth.

3. Actively involved and visible in the community beyond the church.

4. Strong, energetic preaching that relates the Gospel to our daily lives.

5. Collaborating with other churches in community ministry. 

6. Emphasizing the spiritual growth of our members.





Welcome to Sonora! 

Where the Hill Country Meets West Texas

Located between central Texas and the Big Bend Region at the crossroads of Interstate 10 
and Highway 277, Sonora, Texas offers the best part of both the Texas Hill Country and West 
Texas.  Rolling hills and limestone outcroppings laced with oak and juniper greet visitors and 
serve as the perfect backdrop for the world famous Caverns of Sonora, the quiet trails of 
Eaton Hill Nature Center and Preserve, and an abundance of historical attractions including 
the Old Ice House Ranch Museum.  With plenty of lodging and dining options, Sonora offers 
travelers the perfect weekend getaway or overnight stay on the way to or from Big bend.


Sonora is a close knit community, a fantastic place to raise a family or retire.  Quiet 
neighborhoods, a fantastic school system, and state of the art medical facilities can all be 
found in Sonora’s small town atmosphere.  


(Reprinted from the Sonora Chamber of Commerce Website.)



The Right Reverend David Reed, Bishop of the 
Diocese of West Texas, leads our Diocese in living 
into its core values of faith, scripture, prayer, 
sacramental worship, evangelism, mission, and 
reconciliation.  Bishop Reed was born and raised in 
the Diocese (Rio Grande Valley) and truly loves the 
people and congregations he serves.

St. John’s is part of the Diocese of West Texas, which is 
made up of 85 congregations spread out over almost 
70,000 square miles.  From Brady and San Saba to the 
north, the Texas Hill Country, to the coastal bend, to the 
Rio Grande Valley, you will find faithful witnesses of Jesus 
Christ doing the work that God calls us to do! 



St. John’s Episcopal Church

404 East Poplar Street

Sonora, Texas 76950



