
Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church 
Pharr, Texas





“Actively proclaiming to all—the 
grace and love of God, the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit, in order that 
lives can be transformed.”



Who we are and who we seek…

Trinity Pharr is a small church with a desire to grow.  While we realize that every church wants to 
grow and add new members, we also do not see ourselves as “less of a church” because we are 
small.  We have been in transition for a good while and we have been blessed by our interim priest 
and his wife who have both been very faithful to us.  COVID-19 lengthened our transition time quite 
a bit, and we have spent a good amount of time thinking about who we are and where we are going.  
We understand that this is a critical time in the life of Trinity and we must move forward in a positive 
direction.


Our church does hospitality very well and we are a close knit community of faithful people.  We love 
one another and we are always open to welcoming new people.  We will always respond to the 
pastoral needs of our community when we are made aware of them.  


As you can see from the pictures in the profile, our church buildings and grounds are beautiful.  It’s 
not unusual to see people from our community taking wedding pictures, prom pictures, and family 
portraits on our property.  You can sense that you are in the nearer presence of God whenever you 
are in our church as you are surrounded by beautiful architecture and stained glass windows.


We do not let our size prohibit us from doing what we can to reach out to our community.  We offer a 
food pantry for those needing food, we work with Good Samaritan, and also work with local AA 
groups.


One word that best describes us is “family”.  We enjoy worshipping together, spending time 
together, and fellowshipping with one another whenever we can.  Coffee hour, luncheons, and 
hospitality after church are very important to us and we long for their return once we are past the 
COVID-19 restrictions that do not yet allow for this.  Our church family has worked hard to keep 
things going so that we may forge ahead into our future. 


We understand that our next rector will not be able to do everything.  However, our prayer is that 
God will lead a priest to Trinity, Pharr who will preach from the heart, who will bring some dynamic 
energy, and who will inspire us to discern God’s vision for our church.  We hope our next rector will 
want to get to know us and will want to develop relationships with us since we are after all, a family. 
Our next rector will need to know that we are a conservative church and that we would ask that all 
political perspectives be respected.  Highly charged political sermons have not been met well in the 
past.  We also want our next rector to know that we will work together with him/her in accomplishing 
goals, pursuing a vision, and doing God’s work.    




Challenges…

Our long transition has presented us with some challenges along the way, and it has also given 
us an opportunity to think about where we’ve been, where we are right now, and where God 
may be leading us in the future.  At this point in our life together, our greatest challenges are:


1. We are in need of a plan to invite, welcome, and connect new people to our church.

2. Our beautiful buildings and grounds are aging.

3. COVID has prohibited many of our members from coming for in-person worship which has 

caused budget restraints and fewer resources.  We have managed to keep things fairy 
stable, but we have also felt the constraints.


4. We have very few young people/families.  We would like to explore ways in which our 
church becomes more attractive to younger people as our congregation is aging.


5. We do not have a sense of vision for our future.


We see these challenges as opportunities to partner with our next rector to meet these 
challenges head on! 

Our next rector… 

Our members were given surveys in early 2021 to give us an opportunity to provide input that 
was used to create this profile.  In that survey, we were asked to review a list of “rector gifts/
qualities” that are important to us.  Here were the top priorities:


- Planning and leading a program of new member recruitment.

- Visiting the sick, shut in, and bereaved and visiting members in their homes.

- Emphasizing the spiritual development of members.

- Actively and visibly supporting the church’s stewardship program.




Trinity was the first Protestant Episcopal Church to be erected in Hidalgo County 
and had its inception in a meeting of the members of this faith at the Presbyterian 
Church at Pharr, Texas in June of 1925. 

Following this service, a few meetings were held in City Hall and then regularly at 
the Methodist Church in Pharr. During this period the services and activities of this 
parish were under the direction of the Rev. R.O.McIntosh, Rector of Church of the 
Advent, Brownsville, Texas. The Parish included the towns of Donna, Alamo, San 
Juan, Pharr, McAllen, Mission, and Edinburg. 

At the time of the erection of the church building, the congregation was composed of 
about 125 members.

Beginnings…



Named after Henry Newton Pharr, our city is part of 
the Rio Grande Valley and extends south to the US-
Mexico Border.  Located in Hidalgo County, Pharr 
has grown substantially from a population of just 
over 51,000 in 2000 to just over 67,000 in 2019.  
According to “Missioninsight” demographics, Pharr 
is forecasted to experience “significant growth” 
during the next decade.


The City of Pharr received the “All America City” 
award in 2006 (2016 US World News Reports).   

Pharr offers much in the way of culture, food 
(including Delia’s Famous Tamales), and activities.  
We are served primarily by the Pharr-San Juan ISD.  
The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
(enrollment of 30,000) is located in neighboring 
Edinburg, and the South Texas College (enrollment 
of 31,000) is located in neighboring McAllen. There 
are over 1,200 retail stores and restaurants within 
the city limits.  The crime rate in Pharr is 13% below 
the national average and was named as one of the 
25 safest places to live in Texas in 2020.




The Rio Grande Valley

McAllen Harlingen

Port Isabelle

South Padre Island

Brownsville Weslaco



Trinity Pharr by the Numbers

	 	 	 	 	 	 2019	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2020 

Membership and Attendance 

Membership	 	 	 	 	  114	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   114

Comm. in Good Standing	 	 	    89	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     89

ASA	     30	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     20

Easter Sunday	 	 	 	    48	 	 	 	 	             No service/COVID

Baptisms	 	 	 	 	      0	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       0

Confirmations	 	 	 	      0           	 	 	 	 	 	 	       0


Stewardship and Finances 

Pledge Cards	 	 	 	    13	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     21

Amount Pledged	 	 	    $132,020	 	 	 	                                     $134,860	 	
Total Operating Revenue	 	    $224,865	 	 	 	 	 	                $168,394

Total Revenue	 	 	    $511,850	 	 	 	 	 	 	     $262,614

Operating Expenses	 	    $174,932	 	 	 	 	                           $140,053

Total All Expenses	 	 	    $174,932	 	 	 	 	 	 	     $140,053

Total Cash in checking/savings	      $64,821	 	 	 	 	 	                  $91,750

Total Investments     	 	    $584,440	 	 	 	 	 	 	     $678,660


	 

	 	 	



The Right Reverend David Reed, Bishop of the Diocese of 
West Texas, leads our Diocese in living into its core values 
of faith, scripture, prayer, sacramental worship, 
evangelism, mission, and reconciliation.  Bishop Reed 
was born and raised in the Diocese (Rio Grande Valley) 
and truly loves the people and congregations he serves.

Trinity Pharr is part of the Diocese of West Texas, which is 
made up of 85 congregations spread out over almost 
70,000 square miles.  From Brady and San Saba to the 
north, the Texas Hill Country, to the coastal bend, to the 
Rio Grande Valley, you will find faithful witnesses of Jesus 
Christ doing the work that God calls us to do! 



Trinity Episcopal Church 
210 West Caffery Ave. 

Pharr, Texas 78587


