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Read-Aloud Rhymes for the Very Young  by Jack Prelutsky (1986) is a child-friendly poetry anthology.   

Jim Trelease writes, “No one better recognizes the essence of the child-poetry connection than poet and 

anthologist Jack Prelutsky.” More than 200 little poems aim at little people with little attention spans.   
Ages: 3-7 
 

 

Lullaby and Kisses Sweet:  Poems to Love with Your Baby  by Lee Bennettt Hopkins  (2015) includes 

30 poems gathered by Hopkins from other poets and written from the child’s viewpoint.   The poems 

cover such topics as family, food, firsts, play and bedtime.   Language is simple and poems are short, 

often only 4- 8 lines long.  Youngsters are attracted to the cadences of the rhythm and rhyme of poetry.    
Ages: 0-3 

 
 

 

 

One Leaf Rides the Wind  by Celeste Mannis (2005) is a counting book that reveals both the pleasure 

and the tranquility of the Japanese garden, while introducing haiku poetry.  Eleven poems are simple 

and easy to follow. Follow along as the young girl explores the beauty of the garden, and discovers the 

fun of haiku. Ages: 5-10+ 
  

 

Science Verse  by Jon Scieszka (2004) features the enthusiastic talent of Scieszka and Smith who 

created Math Curse and show through amazing, laugh-out-loud poetry that science can be so much fun!  

Find out if amoebas, combustion, metamorphosis, viruses, the creation of the universe can be  

irresistible, laugh-out-loud poetry? (less)Ages: 7+   
  

 

 

If I Were in Charge of the World and other Worries by Judith Viors (1987) features 41 poems by 

Viorst,written for children and adults.   Poems reveal a variety of children’s secret thoughts, worries, and 

wishes.  The poems are written for those who have had trouble apologizing, or loved a cat, or talked too 

much, or burped, or could use a little help in turning worries into laughter.  Ages: 6+ 
   

 

Full Full Full of Love by Trish Cook (2003) focuses on Jay, the youngest member of a lively extended 

family. Sunday dinner at Grannie’s can be full -- full of hugs, kisses, tasty dishes, happy faces, and full, 
full, full of love. The poems illuminate the loving bond between Jay and his Grannie.   Ages: 2+ 

 

 

 

Pio Peep!  Traditional Spanish Nursery Rhymes   by Alma Flor Ada (2003) focuses on passing along 

a treasure of 29 Spanish rhymes.  The poems celebrate childhood, from rising with the sun to playing 
pat-a-cake and other games.   The Spanish rhyme and its English counterpart (“poetic re0creation” 

appear side by side throughout this book.   Ages: 3+ 
  
 

 

Harlem by Walter Dean Myers (1997) brings Harlem, New York, an urban community, to life for readers 

as he reveals a place steeped in cultural history.  Myers words together with his son’s illustrations connect 
readers to the spirit of Harlem, its music, art, literature and day-to-day life.   Caldecott Medal Nominee    
Ages: 9+ 
  

 

 

Revolting Rhymes   by Roald Dahl (1982) features six favorite fairy tales, retold, reinvented and  

twisted as only Dahl can do.  Did you really think Cinderella married and prince and lived happily ever 

after, and that the three little pigs outsmarted the wolf?  Think again – these fairy tales have never been 

more revolting!    Ages: 7+ 
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Flutter and Hum:  Animal Poems / Aleto y Zumbido  by Julie Paschkis  (2015)  uses folk art-inspired 

pictures that seem to bring both English and Spanish versions of the poems together in a celebration 
certain to appeal to children.   In the poems, animals flutter and hum, dance and stretch, and slither 

and leap their way through this delightful collection of English and Spanish.   Ages: 4+  
  

 

 

Love That Dog  by Sharon Creech (2001) examines the bond between a boy (Jack) and his dog, written 

as a school journal.  Opening with: “September 13/ I don’t want to/ because boys don’t write poetry/ 

Girls do,” Jack learns to use his poetry writing to response to classroom learning and then to reveal the 

joys of having known his dog. Ages: 8+ 
 
 

 

 Brown Girls Dreaming  by Jacqueline Woodson (2014) tells the story of her own childhood through 

poetry.  Raised in South Carolina and New York, she shares some experiences of growing up in the 

1960’s and 1070’s.  Each poem provides a glimpse of her search for her place in the world. Woodson 

has won the 2014 National Book Award and was a 2015 Newbery Medal nominee.     Ages:  9+  
  

 

 

We Sang You Home  by Richard Van Camp (2016) captures the wonder new parents feel as they welcome 

baby into the world.  This lyrical board book is a celebration of the bond between parent and child in this 

collection specially made for babies and toddlers. The book also includes DC Comics classic art.  Ages: 

4+ 
 

 

Little Poems for Tiny Ears by Lin Oliver (2016) is a charming collection of baby poems, perfect for 

gifting.  For babies and toddlers, each moment is full of wonder and curiosity.   These poems celebrate 

everyday things, such as playing peekaboo, splashing at bath time, bedtime cuddling, and more.  

Beautiful illustrations by Tomie dePaola.   Ages: 1-2+ 
  

 

 

Life Doesn’t Frighten Me  by Maya Angelou (1993/2018)  includes these words:  “Shadows on the 

wall/ Noises down the hall/ Life doesn’t frighten me at all./  Maya Angelou’s brave, defiant poem 

celebrates the courage within each of us young and old. The book includes brief biographies of Angelou 

and illustrator, Jean-Michael Basquiat.    Ages:  4+ 
 
 

 

Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein (1974/2002) has been the most beloved of Shell 

Silverstein’s books for generations. This collection of poems and drawings is one of Parent & Child 
magazine's 100 Greatest Books for Kids. These poems are outrageously funny and profound,while 

stretching the bound of imagination!  Ages:  6+ 
 

 

 

 

A Poke in the I  by Paul B. Janeczko (2001) can even make  kids who don’t know they like poetry love 

this playful, visually accessible collection of thirty concrete poems.  This collection is illustrated by  

Caldecott Honor artist, Chris Raschka.These are not poems to read aloud, but are to look at and laugh 

at together, with young children and especially older readers, who enjoy the surprise of what words look 

like and what can be done with them."  Ages:  6+ 

 

 

When Green Becomes Tomatoes by Julie Fogliano (2016) tells the story of the seasons, of flowers 

blooming in sheets of snow that make way for happy frogs dancing in the rain. With Julie Morstad’s 

charming pictures, the poems celebrate the four seasons as they come to life through journal entries 

in poetic form. Ages: 5+   
  

 

 

Imagine by Juan Felipe Herrera (2018) is poem of endless possibility illustrated by Caldecott Honoree 

Lauren Castillo. As a child, Herrera picked chamomile flowers, let tadpoles swim across his hands, slept 

outside and said good-bye to friends when his family moved. He went to school and taught himself to 

read and write English. When he grew up, he became the United States Poet Laureate and read his 

poems aloud on the steps of the Library of Congress. If he could do all of that . . . what could you do?  
Ages: 5+ 
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