
 
Children’s Museum of Houston 
 

Pompom Toss 
 

 
Introduction:  Play a game that helps young mathematicians recognize how the numbers 0 through 5 
are related. 
 
Materials: 
Pompoms 
Lengths of yarn 
Paper 
Crayons 
 
What to Do: 

1. Encourage each child to fold a piece of paper in ½ and ½ again.   
2. Invite them to open it up and note the 4 sections.  Each student should draw a circle in each 

of the sections.  Each of the four sections will be used to record one turn. 
3. Divide the students into small groups. 
4. Help each group make a circle on the floor using a piece of yarn. 
5. Groups should use another piece of yarn to mark the place to stand (about 5 big steps from 

the circle). 
6. Each student should pick out 5 pompoms. 
7. One child should toss all five of his or her pompoms into the circle one at a time. 
8. He or she should record the results in one of the squares by drawing a dot where each 

pompom landed. 
9. Let the next child throw his or her pompoms and record the results.  Continue until each child 

in the group has taken four turns.   
10. After this part of the game is over, help students write number sentences under each 

illustration.  For example, if 4 pompoms landed inside the circle and 1 pompom landed outside 
the circle, the number sentence is 4+1=5.  If 3 landed inside and 2 landed outside, the number 
sentence is 3+2=5.   

 
Questions to Ask: 

 How many combinations of inside and outside the circle are possible? 
 Will your results be the same the next time you play? 

 
What’s Next? 
 Increase the number of pompoms. 
 Figure out all of the possible combinations before tossing the pompoms. 
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