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Be the first to win 20 counting pieces.

What you need
4 Plain wood craft sticks
Markers
Counting pieces
Bowl 

What to do
1. Make a pattern on ONE side of each of the sticks.
2. Place the counting pieces into a bowl in the middle of the table.
3. Each player holds their Pattern Sticks above the table and drops them so all

four sticks land on the table. 
4. Whoever has the most patterns showing goes first.
5. Play continues to the left (clockwise).
6. The first player drops the four Pattern Sticks onto the table.
7. Count the number of sticks that land with the pattern side up. That’s how

many counting pieces you take from the bowl.
8. It is the next player’s turn.
9. The first player to earn 20 counting pieces wins!

What to ask
• Did anyone get all four sticks to land pattern side up? How often?
• Did anyone get none of the sticks to land pattern side up? How often?
• How many pattern-side-up sticks were most common?

Did you know?
An important part of mathematics is understanding chance. Often, children 
(and some adults) come to believe that some objects are “luckier” than others
(a lucky coin, lucky dice, lucky number). However, when you toss a coin twice
and both times you get heads does not mean that every time you toss the 
coin you will get heads.



What’s next?
• Add more wood craft-sticks to each person.
• Use dice to determine how many counters each person gets.
• Toss coins in the air and only heads gets counters.

To learn more
Pattern 
by Henry Pluckrose
A picture book containing brilliantly colored photographs that have patterns. The 
pictures provide opportunities to discuss repeating core patterns and other patterns.

Pattern Fish and Pattern Bugs 
by Trudy Harris
Simple text and bold illustration challenge young readers to search and find specific
patterns in a diverse scene. Illustrations and rhyming text describe various patterns
depicted by different fish. 

How it helps with school
Texas Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
Number and Operations

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Standards
Number, Operation and Quantitative Reasoning: K.1B-C; 1.1A
Probability and Statistics: 1.10B; 2.11C
Underlying Processes and Mathematical Tools: K.14A; 1.12A; 2.13A

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Standards
Number and Operations, Data Analysis and Probability
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