
From Our Pastor
Faith is a journey. 

I’ve always liked that image for our relationship with Christ as 
it reveals that believing is not a one-time event, but an 
ongoing experience.  Like other journeys, our travels as 
believers can include twists and turns, surprises and set-backs, 
discoveries and dead-ends, beauty and boredom. Our faith 
journey has a clear beginning, too, in the moment we receive 
the waters of baptism and a defined ending as we enter into 
God’s promised rest, yet in-between are occasions when we 
are called to set out again.           

The Bible is filled with accounts of people doing that. Abram 
was a childless man in his 70s when God promised to create 
through him descendants more numerous than the stars. Ruth, 
after the death of her husband, did not return to her 
homeland, but intentionally chose to stay with her 
mother-in-law. Mary accepted the startling word from an angel 
that she had been chosen to bear God’s son, and Paul was 
commissioned to begin the first missionary efforts.  In each 
case, those faithful individuals set out, not knowing all that the 
future would bring, but trusting in the One who would go with 
them.    

DPC is doing that as well. We are fifteen months into a 
five-year strategic plan of experimenting with different 
approaches to ensure that we remain One Flourishing Church.  
We have welcomed new staff who, in joining their gifts to those 
of the talented individuals already serving alongside me, are 
bringing insight and skill to our shared life.  We are living in a 
time of rapid change outside our walls, too, while continuing 
to honor our faith tradition of being “the church reformed, 

always to be reformed according to the Word of God.” Thus, in 
all kinds of ways, we are setting out on a new journey.

It’s for all of those reasons that we are launching a new One 
Fund initiative that we are calling Embark.  Building upon the 
successful Flourish initiative, we are entering another two-year 
season of generosity in which your faithful gifts will fund fully 
all of the ministries of DPC. 

In pondering this initiative, I kept coming back to two passages 
of Scripture.  Through the prophet Isaiah God said “I am about 
to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 
while the Apostle Paul told the Christians of Philippi “forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus.”  Over the coming weeks, we will ponder 
those words together.  We will reflect upon our own journey of 
faith and pray for God’s leading again.  Then, we will join with 
our DPC family and set out.  

Like those who have gone before us we do not know all that 
the next two years will bring, but we do know the One who has 
called and prepared us for this journey.  Thus, I urge you to 
join us as we take our place in the long lines of saints who 
have called Doylestown Presbyterian Church their spiritual 
home and Embark on a new chapter, journeying toward a 
future that has already been prepared for us. 

Faithfully yours,
      

What’s Next:
Pray for our church, its leadership, and this One Fund Initiative
Join us for the Embark Vision Event on October 13 during the
Church School hour, 9:45-10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 
Keep an eye out for details about the Leadership Challenge
Gatherings on October 20 and 26
Be part of the Advance Commitment Event on Friday, November 1
Join us for Commitment Sunday, November 10



WHAT IS EMBARK?

OUR GOAL IS $5,571,000
OVER TWO YEARS

WHAT HAPPENED WITH FLOURISH?

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT
A ONE FUND INITIATIVE?

COMMITMENT SUNDAY
IS NOVEMBER 10

This initiative is a comprehensive financial plan that allows us to support all of our ministry needs for 
two years.  With Flourish we merged DPC’s ministry and capital needs into a single pledge, providing 
the funding for our operating budget, including our monthly mortgage payments. Embark will enable 
us do the same for 2020 and 2021 while also offering the hope of retiring our renovation loan debt. 

DPC will Embark into a new future as we provide 
the essential financial resources required for our 
operating budget and retiring the debt from our 
renovation project.
If we achieve that goal, not only will we provide for 
all of our budgetary needs over a two-year period 
(estimated to be $3.9 million), but we also will pay 
off the mortgage balance projected to be 
$1,671,000 as of January 1, 2020. 

The Flourish initiative resulted in commitments of $3,829,524, the highest multi-year 
pledge total in DPC’s long history. 
We will fully fund the 2018 and 2019 operating budgets (including our monthly 
mortgage payment of $18,234) for a total projected to be $3,698,262. 
We have made (through August 31st of this year) prepayments on the mortgage of 
$300,000.
Your generosity also provided about $100,000 to enhance our ministries and with 
those gifts we hired a Member Engagement Coordinator, started a Mothers of 
Preschoolers group, committed to a church-wide mission effort, began a redesign of 
the website, strengthened our A/V operations, and more, all in response to the goals 
outlined in our 2018-2023 Strategic Plan. 

It is an initiative that calls us to set out on a journey together at DPC that will lead us to know Christ 
more fully and to make Christ known to others in new ways. In response to this time we will live more 
generously, love more completely, and serve more joyfully.

It is a spiritual journey that each of us will take, seeking God’s will for our personal finances - 
acknowledging their source, their function, and their purpose - in new ways.

It is a journey of commitment, building upon the success of the Flourish initiative and providing all of 
the funding needed for the next two years at DPC.
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