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President's Desk
This is an Elections Issue of the Advocate. Because of COVID,
and the inability of our candidates being able to campaign, I
thought it would be helpful to allow the candidates to have a
venue to reach out to the voting members of the upcoming
election. This election will also be held electronically, via Simply
Voting. Since CTA, does not encourage the use of District provided
email, members wishing to vote will need to provide OMTA with
a personal email that will allow them to vote. Your respective site
representatives should have already reached out to you regarding
this matter. There is a good chance that all elections down the line will be held electronically. As
well, the Advocate will in due time be available only through the OMTA website.
Many of you are starting to receive the many COVID vaccinations being distributed by local health
organizations. Hopefully, by the time of this writing, the District will be giving information to all
employees about another vaccine event that will give a sense of security to all in the event we return
to school sites before this school year ends.
The one issue that impacts us all, but more importantly our students, is the possible decision
of testing as we end up the school year. Unfortunately, the decision is out of our District’s hands.
We recently had a presidential election that ended with a change in presidents. The new president,
Joseph Biden, has nominated for Secretary of Education, Miguel Cardona. Mr. Cardona has yet to be
confirmed by Congress. Once confirmed, Mr. Cardona may or may not waive the federal requirement
student assessments. So, for now, we wait.
There are very real concerns with testing while we are amidst online learning. I think the most
important issue would be the social and emotional well-being of students while testing. We already
know that many students are having bouts of depression and anxiety just from being sequestered at
home and confined to online learning. I feel for those students who know they would do much better
in the confines of a classroom where learning is fostered and supported by a certificated or licensed
professional. The other concern is the efficacy of testing while students are doing online learning.
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There is no way to gauge authentic learning via online instruction. We know that parents and siblings
coach from the sidelines while many students perform online learning. Also, many students have
handheld devices with which to find answers either through searches or via their friends. Then there
are those students who choose not to show up regularly to class. Knowing this, teachers simply cannot
be held accountable for the results of any test scores right now.
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HYBRID MOU
As soon as the Hybrid MOU is completed and signed, I am going
to schedule some webinars in order to go over the MOU in order to
address the details of the document for when we return to school to
teach students. The Webinars will be broken up into groups in order
to address the needs of specific grade levels. OMTA will be presenting
and members can ask questions via the chat. Unfortunately, our Zoom
capability is only 100 attendees at a time, and I know this is going
to create some possible conflicts with some wanting to attend. At this
point in time there are no specific dates set, but I anticipate that we will
start probably the second week in March depending on how bargaining
finishes with the District. The start times will be around 3:30 in the
afternoon. If you are interested in attending one of the sessions keep an
eye out for an email from me within the next few weeks. Thank you all
for the work you have done for our students. 

