
 

 
How do I book a birthday party? There are four easy steps: 

1. Email us at birthday@childsci.org and let us know which date(s) you are looking to hold 
a birthday party. 

2. You will receive an email confirmation from a birthday party coordinator that your 
requested date/time is available.  

3. Complete a Birthday Party Facility Rental Agreement.  
4. Pay the agreed amount of $750.00. Birthday parties must be booked a minimum of 30 

days in advance of the party date.  
 
What is the Children’s Science Center Lab’s cancellation policy? 
A birthday party may be rescheduled or cancelled for a full refund up to fourteen (14) days in 

advance of the birthday party date. No refunds will be given for cancellations less than fourteen 

(14) days in advance. If the Children’s Science Center Lab must close on the day of the event 

due to circumstances beyond the control of the Center (i.e., due to weather or other emergent 

conditions), the birthday party host will be contacted to reschedule the birthday party for a 

later date.   

 
Can I have a party that lasts longer/is shorter than 2 hours?  
We do not offer any birthday party packages that include more or less than a 2-hour time 
frame. 
 
Can I rent a party room rather than rent the entire museum?  
Our birthday party package includes rental of the entire museum for 2 hours. No public guests 
will be allowed to enter the museum throughout the duration of the birthday party.  
 
Does the Children’s Science Center Lab provide food for our Birthday party? 
The Children’s Science Center Lab does not provide food for birthday parties, and food is not 

available for purchase at the facility. We do allow food and drinks to be brought into the facility 

for your party. All food items and beverages will be served and consumed only at the 

Experiment Bar, the Bio Bar, or the Garage. Food and beverages are not allowed in any 

carpeted area of the facility. The Children’s Science Center Lab is a nut-free facility. All food and 

beverages must be nut-free. Alcoholic Beverages are not allowed to be served during Birthday 

Parties. Catered food services are only allowed by a vendor/caterer licensed to do business in 

Virginia.   

 
Are we allowed to bring electric tea kettles, hot plates, warming trays, etc. to keep our food 
and beverages warm?  
Yes, we do allow electric tea kettles, hot plates, warming trays, etc. but all items must be 
flameless and include an auto shut-off function. If you plan to hire a catering company and have 
questions about our policy on catering companies, please email birthday@childsci.org. 
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What are the special demonstrations the Children’s Science Center Lab has available? 
Choose from the two special demonstrations available: 

a) Baby Elephant toothpaste is an exothermic reaction that teaches children about the 
importance of stable chemicals and catalysts.  

b) Vann de Graaff generator helps to explain physics education, teaching about 
electrostatics (static electricity). 
 

Can I have entertainment/entertainers at my birthday party?  
Yes, entertainment such as clowns, face painters, artists, etc. are permissible; however, we 
must have a copy of their certificate of insurance provided in advance. Please email 
birthday@childsci.org. 
 
Do parents need to stay with their child(ren) throughout the duration of the party? 
Not all parents need to stay with their child(ren) throughout the party. Please be aware that 
you will be liable and responsible for the care, conduct, and any damages all child(ren) may 
incur while under your care at the Children’s Science Center Lab. The Children’s Science Center 
Lab is not liable for any child(ren) left for the duration of the party. You are required to remain 
at the Lab until all children are picked up from the party. The Children’s Science Center Lab will 
not be responsible for any child(ren) not picked up from the party.  
 
I have less than 50 guests for my child’s birthday party. Is the price still the same? 
Yes. There is not a discount for less than 50 guests.  
 
I have more than 50 guests for my child’s birthday party. Is this possible? 
We can accommodate an additional 25 guests to attend your birthday party for an additional 
charge of $100. We do require notification a minimum of 7 days prior to your birthday party if 
you would like to add this upcharge to your birthday package. Your maximum number of guests 
will be 75, which includes all ages (infants, additional parents, and Children’s Science Center Lab 
members are included in this count) and the birthday child and family members for $850.  
 
Can I have a Birthday party on another day of the week or time than the options listed 
online?  
Birthday parties are only offered on the weekends from either 10AM-12PM or 2PM-4PM. If you 
are interested in another day or time, please email birthday@childsci.org.  
 
Can I bring my own decorations? Are decorations provided? 
 
The Children’s Science Center Lab does not provide decorations for Birthday parties. You are 
welcome to bring your own. Decorations such as posters and pictures can be posted on the 
walls using painter’s tape that does not mark or damage the walls. Use of inflatable balloons for 
decorations is restricted to Mylar balloons only (no latex balloons).  
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