
 

 
Protect Public Health and Civic Health: 
Business Supports Vote-by-Mail for 2020 Elections 

 

The coronavirus pandemic is an unprecedented and life-altering development for everyone in our country 
and around the world. As we navigate an uncertain future and work to address public health and economic 
challenges, we must also protect our fundamental rights and democratic institutions. Paramount among 
these is the integrity of our constitutionally-mandated elections, which are critical to determining the future 
of our country and essential to our economic well-being. 

Today, as American business leaders, we stand together to call for the adoption of vote-by-mail  
in every state to protect public health while also protecting the voices of our employees and 
communities on Election Day. Public health is essential, but so is civic health. If we take action now,  
we do not have to sacrifice one to achieve the other. 

We have no way of knowing whether the pandemic will have run its course by the time Election Day arrives. 
As such, we must take urgent action to prepare for a future where voting in person could be a risk to public 
health. If nothing changes, voters in most states may be forced to choose between exercising their 
fundamental right to vote and protecting individual and community health. Asking our fellow citizens to 
make this tradeoff is not acceptable, and it can be avoided entirely if we take immediate, decisive action. 

A number of states have already successfully implemented vote-by-mail. Now it’s time to do it nationwide. 
We have the technology and know-how to ensure vote-by-mail elections are secure, accessible, timely, and 
safe — even during a global pandemic. As a bonus, vote-by-mail will help boost voter turnout, save 
taxpayer money over time, and prepare us for future emergencies. But to do this across the nation for 
Election Day 2020, we must start preparing today. 

First, we call upon Congress to take the following actions: 

● Provide the necessary funding for vote-by-mail upgrades. The funding, estimated at $2 billion, 
will ensure state officials have the human and technological resources needed to distribute ballots 
and count votes accurately and efficiently, including mail-in ballots, postage, and ballot scanners. 

● Implement the vote-by-mail system in every state and territory. Voters may register online and 
request a mail-in ballot to complete in the safety of their home and return via the US Postal Service. 

Second, we call upon governors, state legislators, and secretaries of state to take the steps 
necessary to implement vote-by-mail and ensure voters can perform their civic duty safely. 

As business leaders, our responsibility is not just to our employees, shareholders, and customers —  
it is also to our country. We pledge to do our part by educating our employees about vote-by-mail and 
ensuring they have time off to vote or to complete their mail-in ballots on November 3rd. 

Now we ask every civic leader to do what is necessary to protect public health while protecting the health  
of our republic. We urge federal and state lawmakers to pass the legislation and allocate the funding 
necessary to empower state election officials to offer vote-by-mail to every voter in a safe, secure, and 
effective manner. Every American citizen deserves to have their vote counted without risking their health. 

Respectfully, 
Signatories   

By signing, you grant Business for America permission to publicly list your name, company, or business organization as a signatory. 
Signing as an individual does not reflect the endorsement of your business, organization, or any other affiliated entities.  
 

To sign the letter, visit bfa.us/vote-by-mail-2020 or contact Business for America at info@bfa.us. 

https://www.bfa.us/vote-by-mail-2020
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