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FOLKTALES
 A folktale is a story that is passed 

down from one generation to 
another, mainly by telling.

 Folktales are meant to teach 
moral lessons and cultural 
values that help shape 
children’s character.

 Folktales can be found in 
cultures all around the world 
including Japan, Hungary, 
Iceland, Cuba, and even Native 
American Indians.



GULLAH

 The Gullah people are 
descendants of slaves that 
were brought to America from 
Africa.

 They brought the folktales with 
them from Africa and continue 
to pass these stories down to 
encourage children in Gullah 
communities to appreciate 
their African heritage.

 These lively stories describe the 
adventures and mishaps of 
animal tricksters and 
characters such as “Buh 
Rabbit” and “De Ban-yad
rooster”.  
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ANTHROPOMORPHISM

Gullah folktales range from 
instructional to humorous and much 
like the stories from West Africa where 
they come from often include 
humans as well as animals that are 
given human characteristics.

Can you find an example of 
anthropomorphism in a Gullah 
Folktale? 

 In what ways were the animals acting 
like humans?
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THE TRICKSTER

 The trickster is not to be 
admired in every situation. 
He is an example of what 
to do, but also an 
example of what not to 
do.

Much like tales heard in 
Africa, the smaller animals 
often outsmart the bigger 
ones. A good example is 
the trickster named Br’er
Rabbit. The Br'er Rabbit 
stories can be traced 
back to trickster figures in 
Africa.  Br'er Rabbit is a 
trickster who succeeds by 
his wits. 
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