
30 mg/ml Oral Suspension
Rafoxanide

Liver Fluke Drench  
for Cattle & Sheep

Kills fluke from 4 weeks of age

https://chanellepharma.com/


What it kills?
Ridafluke contains rafoxanide. The active ingre-
dient rafoxanide belongs to the salicylanilide fam-
ily of flukicides. Ridafluke eradicates the adult/
mature stage of liver fluke in cattle. In sheep it is 
effective against mature fluke and 83% effective 
against four-week-old immature fluke.

Liver fluke

Liver fluke is a flat worm that causes significant 
production losses in livestock farming systems. The 
animal becomes infected by ingesting infective lar-
vae from contaminated pasture. These larvae move 
from the gut to the liver and then go through three 
development stages. 

CATTLE
Liver fluke causes reductions in thrive, fertility and 
body condition. It has a significant negative effect 
on feed efficiency in finishing cattle and can cause 
increased susceptibility to other diseases like E. coli 
0157, Clostridia and salmonella (1).

SHEEP
Liver fluke can kill sheep as their immune response 
to invading fluke is less adept at ‘slowing’ the para-
site’s progress than in cattle. They also have ‘less liver 
to work with’ than cattle.

Learn more at farmhealthfirst.com

Unlike other worms, animals cannot  
develop a natural immunity  

against liver fluke.
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The lifecycle stages

Stages 1 and 2 (early-immature and immature) are 
quite damaging to the liver tissue and can be fatal 
in sheep. These occur in the weeks after the animal 
ingests infective fluke larvae on pasture. These 
stages are most common in autumn/early-winter, 
though patterns can change and are farm-specific.

In stage 3, the adult stage, the parasite reaches 
sexual maturity in the biliary system and lays 
thousands of eggs. This happens around 8 weeks 
after the parasite reaches the liver. 

Each egg has the potential to develop into 500-
1000 new liver flukes. 

While adult liver fluke cause less direct damage/
problems to the animal than the immature stages, 
they are the source of future problems (eggs) and it 
is preferable to have animals ‘free of fluke’ going to 
grass in the spring. 

What does the liver do?

✓ Blood detoxification
✓  Synthesizes glucose – (converts feed to energy)
✓ Produces bile (to digest fat)
✓ Stores glycogen, vitamins and minerals
✓ Protein production
✓ Enzyme activation

Using Ridafluke

DOSE RATES
Administer Ridafluke orally.
Cattle: 15ml/40kg live weight
Sheep: 3ml/8kg live weight

WITHDRAWAL PERIODS
Meat (cattle and sheep): 60 days
Milk (cattle): Not authorised for use 
in cattle producing milk for human 
consumption including during the dry period. 
Do not use during the last trimester of pregnancy in heifers 
which are intended to produce milk for human consumption.
Milk (sheep): Not authorized for use in ewes 
producing milk for human consumption 
including during the dry period. 
Do not use within 1 year prior to the first lambing in ewes 
intended to produce milk for human consumption.

Practical Use - SHEEP
Treat sheep and move immediately to dry 
pasture during high risk period for acute 

liver fluke. Re-treat after five weeks if 
necessary/for full coverage.

Practical Use - CATTLE
Treating cattle 10 weeks post-housing,  

or before turnout, will ensure  
livers are fluke-free.
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Learn more about Ridafluke  
and the parasites affecting  

your animals at  
farmhealthfirst.com
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Ridafluke® 30 mg/ml oral suspension for cattle and 
sheep. Contains Rafoxanide. Ireland: LM VPA No: 10987/013/001.
Refer to product packaging and leaflets for full indications, side effects, 
precautions, warnings, contra-indications and withdrawal periods. 
Advice should be sought from Medicine Prescriber or Licensed Merchant. 
Further information can be found on the datasheet, SPC or at www.
farmhealthfirst.com. Use medicines responsibly. 
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Chanelle Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Ltd, Dublin Road, Loughrea, 
County Galway. Copyright © Chanelle Pharma 2020. All rights reserved.
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Liver fluke diagnostics

Faecal testing can confirm the presence of adult 
liver fluke though egg counts. Faecal coproantigen 
tests are now commercially available and can detect 
the presence of liver fluke prior to sexual maturity. 
Serum ELISA testing (blood) can detect fluke two to 
four weeks after infection and is useful early in the 
risk period.
Abattoir feedback on liver condition from 
slaughtered animals is also extremely valuable as a 
decision-making tool for the rest of the herd. 

Ridafluke is safe to use in pregnant animals
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