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M ost of us are quiet people who  

desire to live a good and holy life, promote the  

values and mission of the Gospel as best we can and 

desire to one day inherit the surprise of life eternal 

God promises to us. We are not trail blazers. We are 

simple people who want to do the simple things of 

life well. But there are others who left a more  

profound impact along the way of the paths they 

walked. Folks like Dorothy Day, Martin Luther King, 

Thomas Merton, Gandhi, St. Teresa of Calcutta, and 

many others left lasting impacts and legacies. Like 

Moses, they show us by word and deed who God is 

and what integrity and a purpose driven life look 

like. They show us how to be holy. We need Moses 

people like these to give us inspiration, hope and an 

example of holy living. 

 

We do not need to do what they did or even mirror 

their relationship with God. Each one of us is God’s 

special creation, with a purpose and soul known 

only to us. We need to learn how to open up and 

bring, without compromise, our soul-ness to life. 

We know when someone is authentic and centered 

because they always point to truth, even though 

they struggle and sin themselves, and they embody 

an unspoken timeless wisdom that just sounds and 

feels right. Jesus taught with this same type of  

authority and it astonished many who listened.  

We do not need to move mountains, advance a 

cause, write books or become notable. All we have 

to do is become credible witnesses of the faith we 

profess. Moses people can teach us how to do this. 

 

St. Oscar Romero was an amazing man and a Moses 

figure for sure. He saw God in the burning bush and 

brought the flame of Gospel faith to the poorest of 

the poor, challenging the evils of the society in 

which he lived. He was tireless and persistent.  

He must have gotten very close to the problem  

because it cost him his life. He suspected it would. 

St. Romero said, “When we leave Mass, we ought to 

go out the way Moses descended Mt Sinai: with his 

face shining, with his heart brave and strong to face 

the world’s difficulties.” We can learn from this  

wisdom. If we allow the power of the Mass to truly 

transform us, we will leave that holy encounter 

changed. Our face will shine, and we will have  

courage. We can then bring what we have received 

to life’s challenges. That sounds doable, doesn’t it? 

Because of the example of our simple holiness,  

people will be amazed.        ©LPi 
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Register to join us this Lent as we at STM connect with our God-given gifts! 

Meetings either on Wednesday mornings from 10 to 11 a.m. 

or Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

ONLINE, via Zoom 

Meetings: 

Wednesdays - February 17, 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, or  

                     Thursdays - February 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25 

 

REGISTER HERE: 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/6138 

 

If you would like to participate, but have concerns about technology,  

please contact Sr. Janelle at 225.275.3940. 



The word of God is the antidote to our fear of having to face life. In speaking 

to us, the Lord reminds us that we are in his heart, that we are precious in 

his eyes, and that he holds us in the palm of his hand.  

Pope Francis     @Pontifex 
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SANCTUARY LIGHTING 

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Lou Bares the week of  
Jan. 31 as requested by Mr. and Mrs. John Macus. 

MASS INTENTIONS PRAYER LIST 
Please remember in your prayers  

the following seriously ill person(s):  

David Longwell 

To add your name, or the name  
of a loved one if you have their  
permission, contact Elise Moran  
at morane@stmbr.org, or call 
225.275.3940. 

PRAYER LINE 
For serious or urgent prayer requests, 
call Sharon Hebert at 225-978-1246 
(leave your name and phone number if 
there is no answer), or send a request 
by email to prayerline@stmbr.org. 

Tuesday, Feb. 2 - 6 p.m.: Joshua Keatts, Margarite Kelly, Ernest Bonaccorso Jr., Joseph, 

John Baotixita, Douglas Marian Gonzales Sr. 

Thursday, Feb. 4 - 8:45 a.m.: Special Intention: Savannah Willey 

Saturday, Feb. 6 - 4:30 p.m.: Felix L. Olivier 

Sunday, Feb. 7 - 8 a.m.: STM Families, Friends and Neighbors; 10 a.m.: Leland  

Williams; 5 p.m.: Carlos A. Fandino, Douglas Marian Gonzales Sr. 

Divine Mercy Weekly Novena 
Nine Week Novena of Chaplets 

Tuesdays: February 2 thru April 6 

• except Mardi Gras, February 16, no Mass or Novena • 

6:30 p.m. in the church 

following 6 p.m. Mass 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
April 11, 2021 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

4:30 p.m. in the church 

 
P R A Y   W I T H   U S  P R A Y   W I T H   U S  
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Everyday Stewardship 
Embracing Change in Christ 

It’s officially one month since we popped the champagne, toasted 2021 and wrote down a list of  

resolutions. This is usually the time when we start to take a good, hard look in the mirror to assess what 

we have done — or have not done — with the first month of this brand-new year. 

New years can be scary, can’t they? Full of promise, sure, but also full of room for failure. Full of space 

for our old baggage, old fears and the continuation of old mistakes. 

The same can be said of Christ, and the new life he offers us, if we are brave enough to accept it. 

Opportunities like that can be intimidating. In that moment, we might find ourselves like the man with 

the unclean spirit crying out: “What have you to do with me, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to  

destroy us?” 

Jesus is a comforter of the afflicted; he is a consoling figure, but he is also a challenging one.  

Sometimes we have grown attached to our afflictions. The idea of correcting bad habits or forming 

new ones is frankly terrifying to us. We have a voice deep inside who sees Christ and his invitation to  

repentance, and it cries out in fear: “I know who you are!” 

When we live in the present, disavowing the baggage of the past or fear of the future, we submit  

ourselves to the promise of redemption. Let us be brave everyday stewards and invite Christ’s healing 

power into our lives. We won’t regret it — I’m sure the demoniac never did. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 

     One of the most important parts of the day is the morning, as it sets the 

tone for the rest of the day. Often if you want to have a good day, it starts 

with your attitude in the morning. 

     Praying in the morning can be a perfect opportunity to set the stage for a 

fruitful day. 

     Here is a prayer adapted from a 19th-century prayer book entitled  

Morning Prayers that focuses on the great love God has for you. 

 

I give you thanks for all your benefits, particularly for having 

brought me to the beginning of this day, for having thought of 

and loved me from all eternity, for having made me out of  

nothing, preserved me from innumerable evils and borne with me 

in my sins, for having redeemed me by the death of your only 

Son, called me to the true Church, favored me with your graces 

and inspirations, watched over me night and day, appointed your 

angels to guard me and prepared a happy eternity for me. 

Philip Kosloski, Aleteia.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor 

Fr. Michael Alello 

Permanent Deacon 

Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca 

Pastoral Associate 

Sr. Janelle Sevier 

Administration 

Mrs. Sheila Juneau 

Formation/Liturgy 

Ms. Sarah Neau 

Secretary/Bulletin 

Mrs. Ellen Guidry  

Secretary/Receptionist 

Ms. Elise Moran 

Sacristan 

Mrs. Kay Fetterman 

Maintenance 

Mr. Alex Ho 

Mr. Carl Gibson 

Mr. Edrick Caraballo-Irizarry 

Custodial 

Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

 

In a caring environment dedicated 

to celebrating the Catholic faith and modeling 

the life of Jesus Christ, 

St. Thomas More Church provides 

worship, education, ministerial 

and social opportunities for the 

spiritual growth of the parish family. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Facebook.com/stmchurch.org/ 
 

Facebook.com/padrehooch/ 

https://www.youtube.com/

stthomasmorebatonrouge 

www.stmbr.org 

Text “stmbr” to 84576  

to receive texts 

Sign up for parish email on our  

parish website, stmbr.org,  

under Links and Resources 

Listen to Father Michael’s homilies: 

https://soundcloud.com/padrehooch  

IN SYMPATHY 
     We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to  
the families of: Kathryn Dubroc and Betty Winston. 

https://soundcloud.com/padrehooch
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✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

UNITED COLLISION CENTER
Complete Auto Repair

Complete Auto Body & Paint Repair
SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 GOAL
BATON ROUGE EAST BATON ROUGE SOUTH

1926 N. Flannery Rd. 14424 Coursey
225-275-9797 225-753-6556
Fax # 225-275-9997 Fax # 225-753-7319

SIGMA
ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS, INC.

www.sigmaec.com

Procurement

Safety/Risk

Structural

Process

Laser Scan

Field Services

Facility Services

Architectural

Electrical

Mechanical

Construction Support

Instrumentation

Automation

Survey

Civil

Piping

Staffing

10645 Greenwell Springs Rd.
275-7006

MARILYN GOFF
“Who are You”

PHOTOGRAPHY
With Focus on

Your Personality,

Vietnam Veterans,

Baptisms,

Small Weddings,

Picnics, and Family Reunions

Call for an appointment at

225.719.2601
marilyngoff@bellsouth.net

Drew Dileo – Agent / Owner

225-246-7948
www.drewdileo.com

SHERWOOD
SALES & SERVICE • MINI STORAGES

Louis S. Ruffino, Jr. • Family Owned since 1969
11756 Florida Blvd. • Baton Rouge, LA 70815 | 225.275.6900 

www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com

TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES

Attorneys at Law
1280 Del Este Avenue 

Denham Springs, LA 70726
225-664-4335

Todd Caruso, Parishioner

George J. Schwartzenburg, M.D.

12351 Industriplex Blvd.

926-4400
Premier Eyecare & Optical

Comprehensive Eyecare,
Glasses & Contact Lenses

1 HR. GLASSES 246-8830
ERIC THAI, Doctor of Optometry
www.PremierEyecareOptical.com

Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond

DAVID
HERNANDEZ
225-400-1830

HANDYMAN 
REMODELING

FLOORING
& ROOFING

“Construction and Renovation Specialists”
www.DHE-ConstructionLLC.com

www.salonjamesbr.com
IN HAMMOND AIR PLAZA • 225-636-2220

NAIL · SPA SERVICES
HAIR · VIP MEMBERSHIPS

MEN’S LOUNGE · PEDICURE
WAX · FACIALS/SKIN CARE

20% OFF 
hair, nail & lashes with this ad.

PAMPERING YOU IN ELEGANCE

Family Dentistry
STM Lifetime Parishioner

11811Coursey Blvd.
292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

Carol A. Newman Law Firm
A Professional Law Firm Practicing
Law in Louisiana for Over 30 Years!

WILLS | SUCCESSIONS | REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS

Carol A. Newman, Attorney At Law
www.carolanewmanlawfirm.com
10124 Jefferson Hwy • Baton Rouge • 272.4848

Hi Nabor
S u p e r m a r k e t
“We’re Home Grown”

917200 St Thomas More Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931

Tonya McAnally
225-938-9471 Cell

225-744-0044 Office
tonyamcanally@kw.com

17111 Commerce Centre Dr St A

Prairieville, LA 70769

STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC
Attorneys and Counselors At Law

M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)
2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3 752-5266

343-3022 • 383-0451
2731 North Street

• Commercial
• Residential • Repair

13 Convenient Locations
3333 Drusilla Lane • Baton Rouge

BUILDING AUTOMATION CONTROLS • HVAC EQUIPMENT
FIRE & SECURITY • CARD ACCESS SYSTEMS

Ron McDaniel Marcus Mashon
225.933.3533           225.298.4230 Office

ron.s.mcdaniel@jci.com www.johnsoncontrols.com

We Beat Anyone’s Prices!
(225)424-8473
5950 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Paul’s Deli &
Seafood

BREAKFAST • SEAFOOD PLATES
FRIED CHICKEN • HAMBURGERS
BOILED SEAFOOD • PARTY TRAYS

SPECIAL
Seafood Poboys $5.99

1183 South Flannery Rd.
Mon-Sat 6am - 8pm
225-256-2840

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

ROOF LEAKING?
Repairs, Roof Replacement,

New Construction, Roof Stains
FREE ESTIMATES

(225) 993-0511
www.midcityroofingla.com

225-960-2444
9600 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA 70815
www.parkersrx.com

Located in Broodmoor Shopping Center

FREE Prescription Delivery
Orlando

Palmer, PharmD

1234 DEL ESTE AVE.
SUITE 502

DENHAM SPRINGS
271-4941

SHERWOOD
TELEVISION & APPLIANCES

For All Of Your Home
Electronic & Appliance Needs

11756 Florida Blvd. 275-6900
Louis S. Ruffino, Jr. & Family
sherwoodtvandappliances.com

Same Day Appointments!

GENERAL DENTISTRY
HOANG V. TRAN, DDS

LIEN VU, DDS
10914 Old Hammond Hwy.

Baton Rouge
(225) 615-7334

www.transdentalcarebr.com
• Restorative • Cosmetic 
• Oral Surgery 
• Endodontics • Pediatric
• Periodontal Treatment 
• Sedation Dentistry

Buy 1 Sushi, Get 2nd
50% OFF

(with Ad)

Hibachi • Bento Box
Sushi • Poke Bowl

Bubble Tea
Rolled Ice Cream

7064 Siegen Ln. Ste. A
225-295-8287
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Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

Safety/Risk • Facility Services • Piping • Instrumentation

Automation • Civil • Structural • Electrical • Architectural

Mechanical • Staffing • Process • Survey • Field Services

Procurement • Construction Support • Laser Scan

 225-810-3100		          www.sigmaec.com

Total Comfort Heating & Air, Inc.
For all your residential Heating & Cooling needs

(225) 928-2251

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

FASTENER &
TOOL CO.

Arnold Saucier
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“Nobody Does It Better”
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31275 LA Hwy 16 • 791-6060

Brothers of the Sacred Heart
The world may not be calling you to become

a Brother, but maybe God is! Let’s talk.
Brother Paul Montero, S.C. 225-400-4985

pomontero@yahoo.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Care Center
(at Sherwood Forest)

11188 Florida Blvd. • Baton Rouge
225-275-7570

Specializing in COLOR, CUTS, HI-LITES, WAXING, UPDOs, KERATIN TREATMENT,
BRAZILIAN BLOW OUT, HAIR EXTENSIONS, BAYALAGE, JAPANESE

STRAIGHTENING, PERMS, RELAXERS, MAKE-UP, EYELASH EXTENSIONS

We offer Bridal Party 13559 Old Hammond Hwy.
& Prom Packages Ste A, Baton Rouge, LA 70816

BRING THIS AD IN
FOR 20% DISCOUNT

(new clients only)

FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL 225-275-2424

Plumbing • Heating • Repairs
225-927-6520

est. 1960

A Retirement Community

Call for a Tour Today
(225) 296-0803

4101 Plaza Tower Dr., Baton Rouge, LA

lakesherwoodvillage.com

THE CLAIBORNE
AT SHOE CREEK

Premier Assisted Living and Memory Care

Opening Spring 2020 in Central, LA
Now Leasing 225-400-1274

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
917200 St Thomas More Church (B)

Baton Rouge General Physicians

8333 Goodwood Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

225-272-0106
www.brgphysicians.com

TIMOTHY BELLA, MD
Specialties:

Family Medicine

AMANDA WATTS, MD
Specialties:

Family Medicine
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www.sigmaec.com

Procurement

Safety/Risk

Structural

Process

Laser Scan

Field Services

Facility Services

Architectural

Electrical

Mechanical

Construction Support

Instrumentation

Automation

Survey

Civil

Piping

Staffing

10645 Greenwell Springs Rd.
275-7006

MARILYN GOFF
“Who are You”

PHOTOGRAPHY
With Focus on

Your Personality,

Vietnam Veterans,

Baptisms,

Small Weddings,

Picnics, and Family Reunions

Call for an appointment at

225.719.2601
marilyngoff@bellsouth.net

CONCRETECONCRETE
Driveways Patios SidewalksDriveways Patios Sidewalks

Free EstimatesFree Estimates

225-281-0933225-281-0933

G & B
Building Specialists, Inc.

Remodeling
225-924-2568

Best Deal Millworks
Doors • Windows  
Shutters • Glass • More
225-273-2000 
sales@bestdealmillworks.net

15178 Florida Blvd. • Baton Rouge, LA

David Alello
Branch Manager/Loan Officer
NMLS # 188986

4471 Bluebonnet Blvd. • Baton Rouge, LA
Cell: 225-921-8152

• Rekey

• New and Used Safes

• Lock Repair

(225) 387-5386
www.alfordsafeandlock.com

 

 

 

IS THAT
TUPPERWARE!

Cheryl Brown
Independent Sales Consultant

985-668-0699
Cad2198@aol.com

cherylbrown1.my.tupperware.com

COMPLIMENTARY EXAMS & X-RAYS

14154 LA HWY 73
PRAIRIEVILLE, LA 70769

225.769.1276

ROOF LEAKING?
• Repairs 

• Roof Replacement 

• Gutters

FREE ESTIMATES
(225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

225-355-6666
tcfurniture.com

BRING IN AD FOR
FREE DELIVERY!
6545 AIRLINE

HIGHWAY
3 MILES NORTH OF

CORTANA MALL
THANK YOU FOR

YOUR PATRONAGE

Fourrier
Insurance Agency

Since 1946
383-0682

4275 Government St.

	 Discover the Catholic Difference

Rely on the Rely on the 
KnightsKnights
of Columbus toof Columbus to
protect your protect your 
family’s future.family’s future.

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Bruno I. Villar
Field Agent
225-223-8155
bruno.villar@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE 

DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

DENTAL IMPLANTS
WISDOM TEETH

225-927-3463
DRAKIN.COM
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