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WOTHER;
Her children rise

up and call her
dlessed.

Proverhs 31:28
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ear God,

Thank you for the gift of motherhood. Thank you for the blessing it is to be called “Mom.” Thank you for the
good plans you have in store for those who still wait to be a Mom. Thank you for the numerous spiritual
children you have given to so many “spiritual moms” and mentors. We pray that you would fill this day with

favor and grace as we honor moms all around our nation.

We ask for comfort for those who are grieving loss and heartache, especially on this day. We ask for
strength for those who wait for children to come back home. We ask for healing for those who have been
hurt by relationships that were intended to be loving and nurturing. We ask for faith for those who will
someday be moms, who find themselves on a journey that seems so hard. We ask for great encouragement
and grace to cover those who have made a brave and loving choice for adoption. We ask for incredible
provision and care over every single parent mom who works so hard on behalf of her children. We ask that
you would remind many of those who, though they do not have “physical” children, have the gift of being

amazing hope-bringers to many spiritual children they’ve been blessed to nurture through these years.

God, thank you, for the gift of life. Thank you that your heart is for us, and that you are with us, in all our
unique journeys and pathways. Thank you that you are Sovereign over every part of our lives. Thank you

that your ways are perfect and you make our footsteps secure.

Today we pray for refreshing, for joy, for grace, for wisdom, for great peace ... for all moms, for moms to be,

and for women who nurture and lead.

In Jesus’ Name,

Amen.
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A NOTE-ABLE FAREWELL

Over the last several years, I have had the privilege to minister alongside Bret Jackson, working together to enhance the
liturgy wherever God called us. Bret has been an enormous asset to our STM community, helping with the transition from
two parishes into OneSTM while bringing his tool chest of gifts with him. We say goodbye to Bret who leaves St. Thomas
More to begin a new job in public safety and corrections for the State of Louisiana, a career in line with his college
degree. Though he will come back from time to time to play the organ and piano at Mass, we will miss working with him on
a daily basis. We wish Bret much happiness and success in his new career.

- Fr. Michael

To my friends of St. Thomas More,

Amidst these uncertain times, I hope you all are doing well!

Fr. Michael asked that I take a moment to share an update with you all, though
I would have wished to do this in person. I have accepted a position with a state
agency (more precisely, the Department of Public Safety & Corrections); therefore, I will no
longer be serving St. Thomas More as the Coordinator of Music and Liturgy. Right now, we
have no idea when our worship will get back to “normal” or whatever the new normal will be:
but I have expressed to Fr. Michael that I am willing to assist St. Thomas More in this
transition in any way I can.

I want to thank you all for your dedication, hard work, commitment, and sharing the gift of your ministry with this
community. Looking back, I am also thankful for how you have pushed me, held me accountable, surprised me, and, above
all, supported me in my role here at St. Thomas More.

It has been an honor to serve you and this community; my prayers are with you always.

- Bret

Guide Book & Directory Advertising Opportunity

We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book & Directory for the church.
This book will contain everything pertinent to our church: the various ministries,
organizations, committees, activities, functions and events plus a complete directory of
all members. This book is being provided and direct-mailed to each family at no cost to
our church, and it is again being subsidized by local businesses that advertise. If you own
or manage a business and would like to find out about advertising in our book,
please call the church office.

Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show that 92.1% of families would
rather patronize a Guide Book & Directory advertiser over a non-advertiser. It “will pay”
to advertise in our new Guide Book & Directory.
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COVID-19 - Parish Update

Beginning Monday, May 11, the church office will return to normal operating hours, 8 a.m. to
4 p.m., and the parish staff will be working on site, while practicing social distancing. Please be
aware that the church office is NOT open to the public at this time and parishioners are
discouraged from dropping by without first calling. We ask that you please call us at 225.

275.3940 if have any questions or concerns, or need assistance in any way.

MASS INTENTIONS

The following intentions will be offered on May 10, 2020:

Josephine and Fred Stanek, Marie Harrell, Ronald Stein (May 5), Alphonsus Pham
(May 6), Mary Frances Burns (May 7), Stephen Maher (May 8), Theresa and Cilton
Guillot, Carlos Quiroga, STM Family, Friends and Neighbors, Donald Bozeman, Eric
Howell, Grace Anselmo, John Barron.

SANCTUARY LIGHTING

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Roland Sheets the week of
May 10 as requested by Jackie Strickland.

PRAYER LINE
For serious or urgent prayer requests,
call Sharon Hebert at 225-978-1246

PRAYER LIST (leave your name and phone

Please remember in your prayers these seriously ill persons: number if there is no answer), or send

Ida Mae Alonzo, Gail Babin, Bill Bailey, Pat Bailey, Johnnie Broussard, Liz, Ferguson, a request by email to

Helen Fox, Jane Gelpi, Larry Gibson, John Chris Goff, David Longwell, Cathey Merle, prayerline@stmchurch.org.

Curtis Mitchel, Bootsie Pecoraro, Lydia Pourciau, Suzette Snow, Brant Theriot,

Grace Thompson, Loressa Watts, D.J. Webre, and Thomas Webre.
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Fifth Sunday of Easter Reflection

When earthly lives end, especially when the person is younger, we tend to focus upon and consider what was lost. We think
of lost opportunities — things they won't be able to see, babies they won't be able to cradle, and adventures that now must
go undiscovered. Our minds create this chasm between earth and heaven that sees the losses of this life as permanent ones,
never possible to achieve again. This perception causes many folks to remain stuck in their grief as they ponder all of the

missed opportunities and regrets.

This is not resurrection thinking. All of the love that we can give and receive, the joy and elation that can be experienced, the
adventures that can be undertaken, and the possibilities to be discovered are all part of a continuous journey. They are not
ends in and of themselves but are all part of the unfolding of a relationship we have with God, who not only makes all of
these wonderful things possible now but sustains them and fulfills them into eternity. The perception and experience of loss
is really an illusion, because in God's eternal kihngdom and in God's time, nothing is ever lost. Even the most intimate and ten-
der of moments we can conceive of sharing with another human being are only part of a journey toward perfect intimate and
tender moments to be shared with God in our resurrected life. We become like God and see God as He is in eternity. What

greater joy, love, and hope can ever be discovered as we walk down our often dimly lit paths in this world.

This is an awesome wonder and magnificent news to behold. Call to mind someone you have lost in death. How do you see
them now? How do you see yourself in heaven? Remind yourself, again, that God is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Our hap-
piness is not going to be fully realized in this world, and there is nothing we can find here that cannot be found one hundred
fold in eternity. It's all about relationship, and not solely about the relationships we have with each other, ourselves, and the
world in which we live. It's about our relationship with God. If we realize how special that one relationship really is, then there
is only one particular of heaven and life eternal that really matters: namely, that we fall into love eternal and discover truth.

For when we finally close our eyes in death, then all will be well as long as we are with God. There are no losses, only gains.

Armed Forces Day—May 16

Armed Forces Day is celebrated on the third Saturday in May. Thanks to
President Harry S. Truman, it’s a day to pay special tribute to the men and
women of the Armed Forces. President Truman led the effort to establish a
holiday in order for citizens to unite and to honor our military heroes for

their patriotic service in support of the United States of America.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
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CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Fr. Michael Alello

Permanent Deacon

Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca

| Assoct
Pastoral Associate PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Sr. Janelle Sevier

Administration
In a caring environment dedicated

Ms. Sheila Juneau

Religious Education to celebrating the Catholic faith and modeling

Ms. Sarah Neau the life of Jesus Christ,

Secretary/Bulletin St. Thomas More Church provides

Ms. Ellen Guidry ) i . .
worship, education, ministerial

Secretary/Receptionist . L.
v/Recep and social opportunities for the

Ms. Elise Moran

spiritual growth of the parish family

Sacristan
Ms. Kay Fetterman

Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho
Mr. Carl Gibson
Mr. Edrick Caraballo-Irizarry

Custodial

Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton
www.stmchurch.org

OUR PARISH FAMILY
Facebook.com/stmchurch.org/

IN SYMPATHY Facebook.com/padrehooch/

We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the family of
Fannie Schittone.

https://www.youtube.com/
stthomasmorebatonrouge

Text “stmbr” to 84576
to receive texts

Thank you for your continued financial support of Slgn- up for Rar'Sh email on our
STM Parish during these unprecedented times. Our prayers parish website, stmchurch.org
are with all of you, and we are looking forward to the day
when we can all worship together under the roof of the

church that we love!
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Listen to Father Michael’s homilies:
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Schwartzenburg, MD

12351 Industriplex Blvd

Plumbing  Heating * Repairs 976-4400
225-927-6520

1060 N

(225) 756-2066 | www.lafluerprinting.net

Contact Brian Davidson to place an ad today!
bdavidson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2602

Quality Car Care Center e e
(at Sherwood Forest)

11188 Florida Blvd. « Baton Rouge
225-275-7570

SHERWOOD

TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES

11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd. 273-2955

SALES & SERVICE ¢ MINI STORAGES

Louis S. RUFFINO, JR. ® FamiLy OWNED SINCE 1969
11756 Florida Blvd. » Baton Rouge, LA 70815 | 225.275.6900

www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com
PAMPERING YOU IN ELEGANCE B | H
NAIL - SPA SERVICES ]
HAIR - VIP MEMBERSHIPS o)A
MEN’S LOUNGE - PEDICURE N En NTBTRT. CARDSD
WAX - FACIALS/SKIN CARE & ANGTIIL
Attorneys at Law
20% OFF
43-3022 - -0451 . . . . 1280 Del Este Avenue
3 :7?') Nortiss::rgets hair, nail & lashes with this ad. Denham Springs, LA 70726
« Commercial www.salonjamesbr.com 225-664-4335
* Residential * Repair IN HAMMOND AIR PLAZA o 225-636-2220 Todd Caruso, Parishioner
SIGMA Big
ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS, INC. River'
Procurement Facility Services Instrumentation
Safety/Risk Architectural Automation Glass
Structural Electrical Survey more than a piece of glass,
Process Mechanical Givil a peace of mind.
Laser Scan Construction Support Piping _
Field Services Staffing (225) 925-83358
www.sigmaec.com www.bigriverglass.com
H H ver 25 Years of Service
Premier Eyecare & Optical |[ESashutiqis
. Tree Removal Tree Installation
e, Comprehensive Eyecare, Trinming Frtlzng Ama n d a Watts, M D
Glasses & Contact Lenses Cabling Stump Removal
David Robins, Owner » 225-921-8916
| HR. GLASSES 246-8830 Timothy Andrew Bella, MD
ERIC THAI, Doctor of Optometry
www.PremierEyecareOptical.com Dewayne H um b | es, N P
Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond

Drew Dileo - Agent / Owner

oo StateFarm™ =270

www.drewdileo.com
[IPi) For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA B 4C 05-1276




ROOF LEAKING?

* Repairs
* Roof Replacement
e New Construction

CONGRIEE * Roof Stains
Driveways]PatiosISidewalks I_O U |S|C1 na

Eree]Estimates

22'5-21811=0933 Rekey (225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

New and Used Safes
Lock Repair

(225) 387-5386

www.alfordsafeandlock.com

A Retirement Community

Call for a Tour Today
(225) 296-0803

4101 Plaza Tower Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA

lakesherwoodvillage.com

Contact Brian Davidson to place an ad today!
bdavidson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2602

Tel: (225) 336-0353 Fax: (225) 336-0365

BEST DEAL MILLWORKS
Doors e Windows
Family Dentistry Shutters o Glass « More
STM Lifetime Parishioner 225-273-2000
sales@bestdealmillworks.net
11811 Coursey Blvd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

UNITED COLLISION CENTER Ay David Alello

Branch M: /Loan Offi
Complete Auto Repair Assurance i

4471 Bluebonnet Blvd. « Baton Rouge, LA

Complete Auto Body & Paint Repair P
SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 GOAL

BATON ROUGE EAsT BATON ROUGE SOUTH

1926 N. Flannery Rd. 14424 Coursey

225-275-9797 225-753-6556
Fax # 225-275-9997  Fax # 225-753-7319 225-357-1448

%ﬂ‘ Specializing in COLOR, CUTS, HI-LITES, WAXING, UPDOs, KERATIN TREATMENT, BRING THIS AD IN G & B

BRAZILIAN BLOW OUT, HAIR EXTENSIONS, BAYALAGE, JAPANESE o - -
STRAIGHTENING, PERMS, RELAXERS, MAKE-UP, EYELASH EXTENSIONS FOR 20% DISCOUNT Building Specialists, Inc.

(new clients only) Remodeling

We offer Bridal Party - - 13559 Old Hammond Hwy.
PASSION & Prom Packages 225-275-2424 Ste A, Baton Rouge, LA 70816 FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL

Same Day Appointments!

and Stump Grinding, L.L.C.
Licensed and Insured Arborist

31275 LAHwy 16 - 791-6060 278-1774, » www.fergusonstreecare.com

GENERAL DENTISTRY
HOANG V. TRAN, DDS
LIEN VU, DDS
10914 Old Hammond Hwy. FREE
Baton Rouge Prescrlptlon Delivery

(225) 615-7334
www.transdentalcarebr.com 225-960-2444

* Restorative ® Cosmetic
* Oral Surgery WWW,| parkersrx com

¢ Endodontics ¢ Pediatric

* Periodontal Treatment
* Sedation Dentisfry 9600 Florida Blvd. - Baton Rouge, LA 70815 Orlando Palmer
Located in Broodmoor Shopping Center PharmD
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