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It is the goal of Park Christian School to provide a Christian education to all our students prioritizing safety and 
academic excellence.  These protocols will be subject to review and update throughout the year as necessary.  A 
successful year will require collaboration, communication, and cooperation among all students, parents, and staff. 

 
Mitigation Strategies 

 
Park Christian School’s health and safety protocols for the 2021-2022 school year include a variety of mitigation 
strategies: 

• Daily Wellness Checks: Families, students, staff, and teachers are asked to daily assess their individual 
health and or the health of their child(ren) prior to coming to school each day.  If you or your child(ren) are 
not feeling well, or if there are symptoms exhibited, they should remain home until symptom free, following 
the PCS handbook or recommendations from health professionals. 

• Mask Policy:  PCS recognizes the CDC and MDH recommendation regarding face coverings for staff and 
students (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html).  Face 
covering use will be determined by the parents of PCS students and will remain individual staff choice 
when campus COVID exposure is minimal.  Masks may be required for short periods of time if campus 
COVID exposure is elevated (See Mitigation Strategy Chart below.) 

• Increased Cleaning:  Regular cleaning and sanitization of high-touch surfaces including classroom 
desks, lunch tables, door knobs, and multi-use surfaces are planned daily.  Scheduled air filtration 
maintenance has been implemented. 

• Handwashing/Sanitization: Increased opportunities during the day for handwashing and access to hand 
sanitizer in every classroom. 

• Transportation: All shuttle buses, Moorhead busing, and activity bus riders will wear a mask throughout 
the duration of their ride until further notice. 

 
Campus Exposure Metrics (K-12th Grade Classroom/Grade Level/Activity Group) 

 

Case Rate Mitigation Strategy 

 
 
First Positive Case Identified in Classroom 
 
 
 

• Exposure notices sent to families 

• Recommend utilizing testing opportunities if 
symptomatic 

• Face coverings recommended for non-
vaccinated or high-risk individuals 

 
 
Second Positive Case Identified in Classroom 
 
(Evidence and strong likelihood that second case is linked 
to the first case through school-based exposure) 

 
 

• Exposure notices sent to families 

• Recommend utilizing testing opportunities if 
symptomatic 

• Implementation of pods/assigned seating in 
class and lunch settings. 

• Face coverings required when physical 
distancing can’t be maintained for those 
remaining in the classroom for 14 calendar 
days (since 2nd positive was on campus) 

 
 
Third Positive Case Identified in Classroom 
 
(Evidence and strong likelihood that third case is linked to 
the 1st and/or 2nd case through school-based exposure) 

 

• Exposure notices sent to families 

• Recommend utilizing testing opportunities if 
symptomatic 

• Face coverings required for those remaining 
in the classroom for 14 calendar days (since 
3rd positive was on campus) 

• PCS Classroom Contact Tracing *  

• Option for students to Distance Learn 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html


*  Close Contacts within the classroom/activity group would be identified when there is a 3rd related positive 
COVID case in the same classroom.  Individuals who are closer than 6 feet for 15 minutes or longer are deemed 
to be Close Contacts and must follow quarantine protocol (unless fully vaccinated and are symptom free.) A 
temporary Distance Learning education model may be implemented in this scenario.  
 

Campus Exposure Metrics (School-Wide Population) 
 

Case Rate Mitigation Strategy 

4% of Park Christian School’s total student and staff 
population is currently identified as an active positive 

case 

• Required masking for all students and staff in 
the school for a minimum of 14 calendar days 
or until case rates drop below 4%. 

5% of Park Christian School’s total student and staff 
population is currently identified as an active positive 

case 

• Consider moving a grade level or entire 
school to temporary Distance Learning for at 
least 10 calendar days or until case rates 
drop below 5%. 

 
Pending COVID Test in Household 

 
If a student is being tested for COVID because they have symptoms, they should not return to school until a 
negative result is received.  Siblings at PCS should also stay home until the result is received (unless the sibling 
is fully vaccinated and currently not experiencing any COVID related symptoms.) 
 
If a parent or other individual in the immediate household is being tested for COVID because they have 
symptoms, all PCS students in the family should stay home until the result is received.  (Unless the student is fully 
vaccinated and currently not experiencing any COVID related symptoms.) 
 
Students are not required to stay home if a family member is required to be regularly tested for work related 
reasons. 
 

COVID Positive Student 
 
A student who receives a positive COVID result should stay home from school for at least 10 days from the time 
symptoms started.  He or she should be symptom and fever-free for at least 24 hours to return to school after the 
10-day isolation period ends.  If the student had no symptoms but tests positive, he or should stay home for 10 
days counting from the day of the COVID test.  The Department of Health or your medical professional will 
provide guidance to families on when the students 10 days begins and ends.   It is the family’s responsibility to 
keep Park Christian School updated on an anticipated return-to-school date for your student. 
 
If the COVID positive student was on campus during the infectious period, all families in the classroom/grade level 
will receive a notice that there is a positive case in their child’s classroom/grade level, and advised to take 
appropriate measures based on individual family risk factors. 
 

COVID Positive Sibling/Parent in the same house 
 
Individuals living in the same house as a COVID positive family member are automatically considered Close 
Contacts unless they are fully vaccinated or have had COVID in the previous 90 days, and remain symptom free.   
They should follow the Health Department or their health care professional’s advice of when they can safely 
return to school. 
 

Park Christian School Close Contact Identification 
 
In most cases PCS will no longer conduct Contact Tracing, deferring to health professional quarantine 
advisement.  Even though PCS does not identify close contacts when there is a positive case on campus, it is 
possible that after the Department of Health intake process with the positive student/family, the DOH would 
identify a Close Contact student at PCS.  The close contact student/family would be contacted directly in this 
situation. 
 



In the event there are 3 related positive cases in the same PCS classroom OR activity group (per the Campus 
Exposure Metrics), the school will conduct contact tracing under the advice of Clay County Department of Health 
or move to a temporary Distance Learning education model.  Close Contacts must follow guidance provided 
unless they are fully vaccinated or have had COVID in the previous 90 days. 

 
Close Contact Student from outside PCS Exposure 

 
If students or staff are contacted and required by the Department of Public Health to quarantine or isolate due to a 
COVID exposure outside of PCS, please notify Park Christian School and quarantine as directed.  It is the family’s 
responsibility to keep Park Christian School updated on an anticipated return-to-school date for your student. 
 

MSHSL Student Athlete Guidelines 
 
Student Athletes will follow MSHSL guidelines, including wearing face coverings on activity buses.  Currently, 
student athletes are NOT required to wear masks during practices or at sporting activities.   
 
If a Park Christian School athlete tests positive for COVID please inform both the coach and PCS administration.  
If the athlete had any contact with the team during the infectious period, a notice of COVID positive case will be 
sent to the team.  
 
Sporting teams will be subject to the same Campus Exposure Metrics when more than one team member tests 
positive for COVID (as outlined in the chart above.) 
 
If your student is part of a sports co-op, contact the school co-op directly to report the positive case. 
 

Activity Groups/Field Trips 
 

Chapels, concerts, field trips, and activity programs will be scheduled throughout the year and allowed when 
COVID Campus exposure levels are minimal.  The Campus Exposure Metrics outlined above will be applied to 
small activity groups who meet on a regular basis, when there are one or more COVID positive members in the 
group. 
 

Vaccines 
 
Vaccines are strongly recommended by the CDC.  They are readily available for adults and children 12 years old 
and up and FDA approved for those16 years old and older. This will remain an individual and family choice at 
Park Christian School.  PCS will not track and is not requiring vaccinations for students, staff, or 
visitors/volunteers. 
 
Students and staff are exempt from any close contact identification or requirements if they are fully-vaccinated. 
They may be asked to wear masks for brief periods of time if campus exposure rates are elevated. 
 
 

Document Revisions 
 

September 17, 2021 Original Publication 

September 24, 2021 Clarification on Student Athlete & Activity Groups 

October 26, 2021 CDC Masks Recommendation link added 

 


