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As I reflect back on the start of the 
2020-21 school year, this Biblical 
principle from Philippians 4:13-14 
comes to mind: We press on and strain 
for what is ahead! Our goal for the 
year was to be back in the classroom, 
delivering in-person instruction, so that 
students could be learning with their 
peers and collaborating with each other.  
It was clear from medical professionals, 
educational experts and our knowledge 
of best practices that students should 
be in school. So, the challenge before 
us was how to achieve that goal with 
everyone’s safety in mind.
As of March 26, 2021, we have been at 
school, in-person, 5 days a week, on a 
regular schedule for 129 consecutive 
days! We praise God and celebrate all 
who helped make this possible. The 
teams surrounding our school have 
been remarkable.  Our families have 
done an amazing job of daily assessing 
the health of their child(ren), keeping 
them home if they were not well. 
Our teachers and staff have provided 
phenomenal care for the students in the 
classrooms and hallways, implementing 
cohort systems and wisely managing 
in-person learning in the midst of a 
pandemic. The COVID-19 Re-entry 
Task Force was invaluable in guiding 
and assuring us as to how we could 
create an environment to achieve our 
goals.  Each of these groups has done 
an incredible job, and I applaud them 
for their efforts. 
The facility upgrades from our Phase 
One construction process made it 
possible for us to fully utilize these 
spaces and ensure social distancing. 
The 11 new classrooms, the front 
commons, and the enhanced HVAC 
system have allowed us to press on and 
care for our students throughout this 

WHAT I SEE...

year.  We are grateful for these spaces 
and God’s perfect timing and provision.  
As we press on and strain toward what 
is ahead, we joyfully anticipate holding 
in-person, end of the year ceremonies 
and performances this spring at PCS. 
We are also excited to continue with 
full time, in-person learning and

experiences next fall, fully engaged in 
the life of school and all its activities. 
We are eager to continue providing 
the highest quality, Christ-centered 
education, as well as partnering with 
our families and sponsoring churches 
to help establish a solid foundation in 
the lives of our students so they can 
know Jesus and build their lives on 
the Rock! This foundation will send 
out PCS alumni who are ready to lead, 
serve, live wisely, and think critically, 
ethically, and biblically!  

We assure you that we continue to 
actively seek partnerships and resources 
to help us move forward with our Phase 
Two expansion plans at Park Christian 
School. Significant progress is being 
made, with many individuals and 
entities recently committing to partner 
with us to accomplish Phase Two.  

We press on and strain toward what is 
ahead! 
It is good for us to stop and recognize 
all that God has done this past year and 
how He will lead us forward to all that 
lies ahead for Park Christian School. 
In it all, we thank Him for the call on 
our lives and celebrate the incomparable 
gift of our heavenly citizenship.  
It is a privilege to partner with you as 
we press on and look to new beginnings 
in the days ahead!
 

FORGETTING WHAT IS 
BEHIND AND STRAINING 

TOWARD WHAT IS AHEAD, 
I PRESS ON TOWARD THE 
GOAL TO WIN THE PRIZE 

FOR WHICH GOD HAS 
CALLED ME HEAVENWARD 

IN CHRIST JESUS. 
PHILIPPIANS 4:13-14

WHAT I SEE...
WE PRESS ON AND STRAIN FOR WHAT IS AHEAD!

to
our

Chris Nellermoe, President



Our Park Christian journey began in 
the Spring of 2000 when a friend from 
the gym invited us to the PCS Spring 
Banquet.  We were impressed by the 
positive, Christian messages shared by 
the speakers; but it was the moment 
we heard three kindergarteners recite 
scripture from memory that touched 
our hearts, and the 25-year adventure 
began.  
That next fall, we enrolled our oldest 
daughter, Kennedy, for kindergarten 
at the South Campus and have been 
part of the Park Christian Family ever 
since. All five of our children have 
attended from kindergarten through 
12th grade, with all five attending at 
the same time for one year. When our 
oldest was a senior, our youngest was 
in kindergarten. To say that PCS has 
literally grown to be part of our family 
is an understatement.
The smaller school environment is a 
blessing that has allowed the staff and 
our family to get to know each other at 
a deeper level than most schools. First 
and foremost, we consider them friends.  
We cherish this close-knit relationship 
as it has allowed us to lean on them 
in time of crisis. A short time ago, our 
oldest daughter had a significant health 
scare, which prompted us to reach out 
to our Park Christian Family for prayer. 
We never hesitated because they have 
poured their love into our children for 
years as they shared in the experience of 
watching them grow from toddlers into 
adults. 
The smaller environment has also 
given our children the opportunity to 
participate in a wide variety of activities, 
which can be an overlooked benefit of 
attending Park Christian.  The school 
needs students to get involved, whether 
it be sports, band, choir, worship team, 
student council, etc.  
Academically, we could not be more 
pleased.  Park Christian has pushed our 
children to be the best they can be in 

the classroom, preparing them well for 
college and life thereafter. 
But most important are the spiritual 
benefits of attending Park Christian.  
Unlike some parochial schools, faith 
is woven into the very fabric of Park 
Christian School. Christ is present - 
in every corner of our school, every 
class, every sport, every activity and 
every special event - and prayer is 
commonplace. 
Ultimately, the responsibility of leading 
our children to a life of faith and 
salvation rests in our hands as parents, 
but it sure is nice to have Park Christian 
come alongside us to support what we 
are teaching them. This partnership 
has allowed us to raise imperfect 
children that are grounded firmly in 
Christ. We are now seeing the fruits of 
this investment as three of our grown 
children have become incredible adults, 
pursuing a relationship with Jesus, with 
a heart for people.
Our last child will graduate in 2025, 
which will represent 65 school years 
for our children. You may be inclined 
to ask about the cost of attending 
Park Christian, but we do not 
see it as a cost. We truly are 
investing in our children’s 
future and the legacy of 
our family. At times 
we had to stretch the 
budget, but Park’s 
administration 
was always 

willing to be flexible with us to work 
things out. We strongly believe that 
with the help of Park Christian, we have 
raised a family of God’s warriors, who 
will have a never-ending ripple effect 
for His kingdom. 
It is the best investment we have ever 
made. We will be forever grateful for 
our time at Park Christian. To the staff 
and families of Park Christian, thank 
you. We love you! 
Philippians 4:19 “And my God will 
supply every need of yours according to 
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”

25-YEAR ADVENTURE, The Greg & Laurie Stromme Family
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WE TRULY ARE 
INVESTING IN OUR 

CHILDREN’S FUTURE AND 
THE LEGACY 

OF OUR FAMILY.



The dust was still settling from the 
2019-2020 school year, a year that 
ended with unexpected and abrupt 
change brought on by the impact 
of COVID-19. So much remained 
unknown about the virus, about its 

“The degree of thankfulness I feel for 
my children to have been in school, in 
person, full-time this entire school year 
increases exponentially by the day.”  The 
words poured out in a grateful cascade 
to my colleagues as we met for the 
latest PCS COVID-Task Force meeting.  
Earlier in the school year, I’d described 
the joy I saw in my boys as they went 
back into the classroom. My kids are 
generally happy and enjoy life, but the 
difference between May and September 
was palpable.
I have the beautiful privilege of walking 
with folks through suffering, loss, 
anxiety, depression, and relationship 
struggles as a Licensed Marriage and 
Family Therapist at Valley Christian 
Counseling Center. In my 10 years at 
VCCC, I’ve watched our numbers grow, 
but I’ve never seen the need as great as 
it is now. 
As I listen to so many parents lament 

CHRISTINA HEISLER, PCS Teacher & COVID Task Force
impact on the community, and about 
the return back to “normal life.” 
It was in the early days of mixed relief 
and uncertainty that Mr. Nellermoe 
put together the Re-entry Task 
Force. This team consisted of people 
from multiple disciplines, bringing 
diverse and professionally-informed 
perspectives about how PCS could 
safely bring students back to school in 
the fall. The task force looked at ever-
changing CDC and state guidelines, 
as well as local COVID numbers, and 
quickly determined that a multi-level 
plan that could flex as needed was 
going to be best. 
Walking through a situation with 
many unknowns required research, 
expert advice, and a leap of faith. 
The reopening of our school this year 

has been an amazing gift to students, 
parents, teachers, and community 
members seeking consistent, in-person 
learning. I am so thankful that our 
school administrators put fear aside, 
examined facts, and sought wise 
counsel. Since “every good and perfect 
gift is from above” (James 1:17), I 
know God’s hand of guidance and 
protection has been present along the 
way. I am excited to see how God uses 
this year, as He does every other, to 
further His kingdom! 

over the loss of “normal,” many of 
their children’s grades plummeting, 
the toll of social isolation bringing 
on depression and anxiety, I think to 
myself how incredibly grateful I am for 
the leadership and wisdom at PCS.  The 
prayer, deliberation, and intentional 
planning that went into this school 
year was heartening. PCS chose to 
take a road less traveled...one that has, 
in my opinion, preserved mental and 
emotional health on many levels.
And the best part? The success we’ve 

seen! This “COVID” school year, by 
every measure I can see, has been 
nothing short of incredible. The three 
words that come to mind-adaptability, 
flexibility, and ingenuity - are hallmarks 
of emotionally healthy individuals. 
They’re what our children have taken 
part in, led by committed teachers and 
staff.  
We not only have much to be thankful 
for, we can also say, “Job well done!”

TAKING THE ROAD LESS
TRAVELED
Heather Bjur, PCS COVID Task Force

PCS 3rd Grade Classroom

The Chris & Heather Bjur FamilyPhoto credit: Shannon Heick



No one can deny that 2020 was a year of change and uncertainty.  As we began to 
see that area schools would not be returning to in-person learning in the fall, Park 
Christian School assembled a diverse group of professionals to develop a safe and 
effective re-entry plan for the 2020/2021 school year.  Healthcare professionals 
brought  up-to-date scientific data in the ever-changing COVID environment, 
and officials with Clay County Department of Health provided guidance on 
best-practices in a school setting. PCS teachers, principals, and staff focused on 
reimagining the day-to-day school activities to keep students and staff as safe 
as possible, such as creating social distancing spaces in the classrooms, revised 
lesson plans, various seating charts, and making sure lots of masks, cleaning 
supplies, and hand sanitizer would be available to start the new school year. 

Parents were asked to partner with us by doing “Daily Wellness Checks” and 
keeping their student home when symptoms were present.

I joined the team as COVID Coordinator to help manage positive 
cases, close contact quarantines, and students out for pending 

tests.  We opened our doors on Day 1 not knowing how the 
year would unfold in the midst of COVID but having the 
full confidence of God’s guidance.  There were hectic days 
– one day in November we had 22 students or staff out for 
COVID-related reasons.  When I looked at this list, I was 
overwhelmed…not by the COVID numbers, but by God’s 
faithfulness.  He created a working partnership with staff, 
students, parents and local healthcare professionals to keep 
Park Christian School healthy 
and open!  

As we are heading into the last few 
months of the school year, I continue 

to be amazed at God’s protection over 
our school. We look forward to finishing 

strong and continuing to give God the glory for all 
His blessings during the year of COVID.
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10)

We all have been affected by the 
Coronavirus in one way or another. 
Some moments are hard to describe 
and bring tears to my eyes, while there 
are times that were so much fun, with 
joy that I wouldn’t have experienced 
if COVID had not come raging in.  
Above all else we serve a God who 
holds the whole world in His hands.  
As I assisted with coaching boys’ 
basketball this year, this was our theme 
verse: “We also glory in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; character, hope.” (Romans 
5: 3-5).  In all honesty, going through 
difficulties or “sufferings” is not 
enjoyable, but I do have this peace 
that passes all understanding.  The 
support of our Park Christian family 
has permeated in so many ways this 
year, and God has blessed us richly 
with school 5 days per week and 
healthy kids and teachers, and we have 
persevered through it all.  Thank you 
to all of our families who helped by 
keeping their children home when 
they didn’t know if they had a cold 
or another virus.  Thank you to the 
Administration and teachers for grace 
and guidelines and love. This is what 
Family is and does for each other. 
To read Jill Carlson’s article in its entirety, 
please visit the Park Christian website under 
about us/news&events. 

12 MONTHS OF COVID 
from a mom, wife, and nurse
Jill Carlson, PCS COVID Task Force

JENNIFER PENNEY, PCS Bookkeeper & COVID Coordinator

The Ryan & Jill 
Carlson  Family



Being able to be in school 
this year has really taught me 

the blessing of community. There 
are so many opportunities to be in 
community at Park, each meaningful 
in its own way. It is almost as if 
our school is a worship team, and 
the unique parts of the team are 
represented by different community 
groups. 
First, the bass guitar. This is the 
teachers, administration, office ladies, 
and janitors that make our school 
run. They are steady, bringing the 
song together by making it possible 
for students to learn in person and 
online when needed. The vocals: our 
high schoolers. We are the voice of the 
school. We express what our school’s 
values are by the way we play other 
teams in sports, what we sing about, 
speak about, and how we love not 
only each other, but also everyone 
we meet outside of school. Next, 
the electric guitar: the elementary 
students! They bring life, joy, energy, 
and buzz to our school. It is so special 
being able to interact with them in 
the hallways and in their classrooms. 
The keys are my friends. Together 
we create chords and harmonies – 

GOD IS WORKING IN OUR SCHOOL
A year of COVID through the eyes of a PCS student

working together, processing what 
we’re learning, and talking about the 
hard stuff. I am so thankful to have 
been able to see them and learn with 
them every day this year! The drums: 
all the extracurriculars that Park 
offers. From PCS Singers and sports 
teams to Knowledge Bowl and Chapel, 
these are the things that keep students 
excited, engaged, motivated, and in 
community. And finally, the Director 
of it all: Jesus. 
None of these communities would 
be possible without Jesus Christ at 
the head of it all. It is so evident that 
He has protected our school this year 
from major outbreaks and isolation. 
He uses our teachers, reaching out 
when a student doesn’t feel well, 
leading devotions, and asking hard 
questions about our faith. He uses the 
high schoolers interacting with the 
elementary students to make them feel 
loved and valued as a part of the PCS 
family. He uses friendships to challenge 
and encourage and teammates to fall 
on when life gets tough. In a time full 
of uncertainty, it is so beautiful to see 
the ways God is working in our school 
– across the room, down the hall, and 
in the seat in front of us!

Emily Stueland
PCS 12th grader

ANDERSON SIGNS WITH CONCORDIA
Congratulations to Regan Anderson 

for signing to play Volleyball 
and compete in Track & Field at 

Concordia College. 

HECKAMAN SIGNS WITH MSUM
Congratulations to Danielle 

Heckaman for signing to swim   
with the MSUM Swim team!

WAGENDORF SIGNS WITH BETHEL
Congratulations to Madi 

Wagendorf for signing to play 
volleyball at Bethel University!

ST
UD

EN
TS

 O
N 

TH
E M

OV
E

AVERAGE 
ACT SCORE FOR 

100% 
OF OUR 2021 
GRADUATES

kc | photography + design



“I had the privilege of attending PCS 
from Kindergarten through Senior 
year. Looking back, I’m filled with 
gratitude to God.  During some of 
the most formative years of my life, 
I experienced a loving Christian 
community where Jesus Christ was 
central and God’s Word was taken 
seriously. Love for Christ shaped the 
work of the teachers and staff, many 
of whom made personal sacrifices to 
invest spiritually in their students. 
Fellow students, especially in my close-
knit class, pointed me to Christ and 
spurred me on spiritually. PCS also 
provided a top-notch education, rooted 
in and committed to God’s word. 
None of that would have been possible 
without the generosity of churches and 
individuals who graciously gave of their 
time and resources to support PCS’s 
mission.
Since graduating, God has led me to 
serve him and his church as a pastor.  
I completed my Masters of Divinity 
at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
in 2020, and currently serve as an 
Associate Pastor at First Evangelical 
Free Church of Wichita, KS.  My lovely 
wife Katie and I met at seminary and 
have been married since June of 2019. 
God used PCS to lay a foundation that 

PCS ALUMNA 
DIRK JASPERSE, ‘12

helped prepare me 
for pastoral ministry.  
Vocationally, PCS 
encouraged every 
student to serve God 
with their gifts for his glory 
and the good of others.  I saw 
that attitude of service on display 
through formative teachers and other 
students. Their examples encouraged 
me to serve God with my life, 
wherever he might lead me.
Academically, PCS equipped me well 
for undergraduate studies at a non-
Christian university and for rigorous 
Master’s level seminary studies. The 
training I received in public speaking 
also prepared me for preaching, 
teaching, and other public pastoral 
responsibilities.
Theologically, PCS’s emphasis on the 
authority, reliability and beauty of 
God’s Word was incredibly important.  
Through Park, God cultivated a 
confidence in and love for God’s 
Word in me and other students.  And 
that time in His Word shaped what I 
believe and how I approach the work 
of pastoring.
I am so thankful to God for PCS, and 
for the teachers, staff and generous 
donors who make Park possible. My 
prayer is that PCS will continue to 
faithfully love and serve Christ first 
and foremost, trusting in his Word, 
for the glory of God.”

EXCLUSIVELY FOR ALUMNI!

FALCON ALUMNI COFFEE CLUB
Please contact our Development Office at 
development@ParkChristianSchool.org or 
call 218-236-0500 for further assistance.

A note from an Alum.

“Love for Christ 
shaped the work of 

the teachers and staff, 
many of whom made 
personal sacrifices to 
invest spiritually in 

their students.” 

Like us on Follow us on Watch us on



Bethel Church
(since 1981)

Calvary Church at Village Green 
(since 2014)

Metropolitan Baptist 
(since 1993)

Northview Church 
(since 1981)

River Valley Assembly of God 
(since 1991)

Salem Evangelical Free 
(since 1991)

Triumph Lutheran Brethren
(since 1996)

MEMBER CHURCHES
Edward Jones 
   The Office of Dan Suckert
E&M Electric Services
David Eggers Insurance Agency
F M Drywall, Inc.
Fevig Oil & Propane
Financial Strategies Group
First International Bank & Trust
First International Investments
Gate City Bank
Goldmark Property Management
Hoiberg Construction
Hornbachers
ISR Homes
Kayjay Ag Services Inc.
Korsmo Funeral Service, Inc.
The Krabbenhoft Real Estate Team
Life 97.9 (in kind)
Luther Family Ford
Maple Family Dental
Microsoft
Miller Construction Services 
Mobile Pro | Studio 7 Productions
Moore Engineering, Inc. 
MyCreativeShop, Inc.
Nepstad Oil Company
Nexus Innovations, Inc.

702 Communications
Advanced Business Methods
Audio Video Extremes
Alerus Financial
American Family Insurance,
   DJ Colter Agency, Inc.
Arnhalt Transportation 
   Brokerage, Inc.
Bagan Strinden Vision
Beans Coffee
Bell Bank
BNG Holdings, Inc.
BSN Sports
Camrud Foss Concrete, Inc.
Central Minnesota Credit Union
Century Financial Advisors, Inc. 
The Cabinet Authority/Coatings 
   Authority/Home Authority 
Coldwell Banker Element Realty,     
   Vicky Matson
Cole Papers Inc.
Dairy Queen, 
   Troy & Diane DeLeon
Dogs by Design
Edward Jones  
   The Office of Matthew De Vries

CORPORATE SPONSORS

What a great time to support these businesses that support Park Christian School!

Nine Dragons/Slap Shot Pizza
Nodak Insurance Company
Northwestern Bank
Nova Fire Protection Co.
Obernel Engineering
Personal Touch Marketing & 
   Manufacturing, Inc.
Petro Serve USA
Quality Auto Body Shop
River Rock Property
Sandman Structural Engineers
Scheels
Signature Landscapes
Skaff Apartments
Small Wonders Preschool & 
   Child Care Center, Inc.
Terry’s Home Repair Inc.
Thimjon Courier, Inc.
Tom & Serene Ysteboe
Trane 
Troy Wyland Enterprises, Inc.
Van Dam Chiropractic
Ward Muscatell Automotive
West Acres
Zack Heuring Agency, 
   State Farm Insurance 
   and Financial Services
ZCON 

300 17th Street North
Moorhead, MN 56560

218-236-0500
ParkChristianSchool.org

Fax 218-236-7301

PARK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Quote from Jennifer Sinner (mom of a Kindergartner) after the K Moms’ Valentine Tea:
Thank you for advocating for the Mother‘s Tea to continue to go on this year. Friday 
was one of the sweetest things I have seen. I had to pull it together at the Tea because 
I really just wanted to cry at how beautiful it was to watch those sweet kids sing 
“Jesus Strong and Kind”. We have never doubted our decision to send Noah to Park 
Christian, but moments like these confirm our decision and remind us that the 
sacrifices that we make to send Noah to school are so small in comparison to the 
eternal benefits of knowing Jesus. 
“For the Lord is good and faithful, He will keep us day and night. We can always run 
to Jesus, Jesus Strong and Kind” I really can’t think of anything more important that 
I’d like Noah to learn! 

In Shelly Allen’s Kindergarten class we pray at the end of the day and frequently my students 
thank God that they “GET” to be in school. They know they have friends who haven’t been in 
school for a long time. One student recently prayed and thanked God for school, their friends, 
and family and then said, 

“God I do not like this Rona Virus.  I hate it, so by the blood of Jesus get rid of it cuz you 
can. Jesus, I know you can.  Protect us and do not let anyone get sick.  We plead the blood 
of Jesus over our school.  Amen!”


