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Important Days 
in JANUARY

Wednesday, 1/6
School resumes; 

Shakey Wednesday
Thursday, 1/7

Spelling Bee, 9:00 am; 
9th grade DC Zoom Mtg, 

6:30 pm
Tuesday, 1/12
P/A mtg, 7 pm
Thursday, 1/14
 Preview Day
Monday, 1/18
No School. 

Teacher in-service
Wednesday, 1/20

Shakey Wednesday
Friday, 1/22 – End of qtr 2

Semester 1
Tuesday, 1/26 

K Exploration Night
Friday, 1/29 – Science Fair

In-person. On-campus. Regular schedule. 
5 days per week. #Grateful
Results from COVID related questions in the 
November parent survey with 91 respondents:
• 92% feel comfortable sending their children to PCS 

every day.
• 95% said that the re-entry plan and safety measures in 

place are meeting their family’s needs. 
• 98% responded that their child(ren) feel safe at PCS. 
COVID Stats since the start of school:
• Zero teachers or administration have tested 

positive for COVID.
• 5 students have tested positive for COVID 

requiring other PCS students to quarantine, with 
none of the close contacts coming down with 
COVID. 

#Grateful
Comments:
“We really appreciate all the work that has been done to prioritize keeping the students 
in-person 5 days a week.”

“My kids are so thankful to be at school every day.” 
“PCS is doing a great job of providing in-person 
schooling, 5 days a week, while adhering to state 
mandates. Communication and transparency have also 
been a strength this year.”
“PCS has done a phenomenal job at keeping our 
students in school. I appreciate that so much!”

So, what are you waiting for? 
Come visit!  See the back page for K Exploration and Preview Day dates.

GIVING
HEARTS DAY

Mrs. Spaulding’s class

PARK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL



students on the move2
And She’s a Cobber 
Athlete!
Congratulations to Regan 
Anderson for signing 
to play volleyball and 
compete in Track & Field 
at Concordia College, 
Moorhead, MN. 

Volleyball Season End Awards
All-Conference Team:                                               
Regan Anderson
Grace Schmidt                                                           
Emily Stueland                                                           
Madi Wagendorf                                                        
All-Conference Honorable Mention:                         
Regan Nelson 
Elise Stromme                                                           
Varsity Team Awards:                                                           
Rookie of the Year: Avery Aakre
Most Improved: Emma Bjerke
Spirit Award: Belle Suckert
MVP: Madi Wagendorf
Hustle Award: Elise Stromme
Ruth Award: Emily Stueland
Falcon Award: Grace Schmidt
JV Team Awards:
Most Improved: Andie Sandman
Hustle Award: Mia Metzger
MVP: Mia Metzger
Teammate Award: Belle Suckert
C-Squad Awards:
Most Improved: Rubie Dobbins
Hustle Award: Jenna Reimche
MVP: Ruth Harris
Teammate Award: Kendra Loeb

A PCS Power Lifting Team is being started by 
Physical Education teacher, Mr. Lange. 

More information to come.

Congressional Debate
Congratulations to Nate Krause 
for participating in the MSHSL 
Congressional Debate program.  He 
participated in virtual scrimmage events 
during Oct.-Nov. consistently ranked as 
one of the top 5 speakers.  Nate also 
competed in the virtual state qualifier 
tournament December 4-5. Thank-you, 
Nate, for representing PCS in this activity.
The regular speech season begins in January using a 
virtual format. All 7-12 grade students are invited to join.  
See Mrs. Striker for more information.

GRACE Schmidt Breaks Her Own Record
In the final Volleyball game of the season (in which 
PCS defeated Brandon-Evansville in 5 games), Grace 
Schmidt broke her own ‘assists in a game’ record with 
49. Her previous record was 45. Congratulations Grace 
and the entire team for a great season of 10 wins, 1 loss. 

Football Awards
All-District Awards:
Riley Erkenbrack 
Jack Weinberger 
Riley Erkenbrack – District Special Teams 
Player of the Year 
Gold class 9M - Team Academic 
All-State 2020 Gold: 3.26 - 4.00 as a team
All-District Honorable Mention:
Phillip Lien
Team Awards:
MVP - Sam Swedberg
Titus Award - Max Albrecht
Offense MVP - Phillip Lien
Defense MVP - Riley Erkenbrack
Scout Team MVP - Kaden Leverington
Lineman of the Year - Caleb Boyer
Most Improved - Kyle Gormann (homeschool co-op)



in & out of the classroom

Periodic Chart 
Mrs. Holter’s Physical Science, Chemistry, and Physics classes 
research and present on an element from the periodic table and then 
create their element on the periodic chart. The chart is hanging in the 
Jr/Sr High hallway for all to enjoy. Great job students! 

God’s gift to all of us
December 4

– coats optional at recess!!!!! 

“Christmas School”
8th Grade Bible students have recently been 
participating in Mrs. Howe’s “Christmas 
School”.  This is an up-close look at the 
birth of Jesus that includes a review of the 
history of the Jews from Abraham to Jesus.  
As part of this study, we learn about the 
Hebrew celebration of Hanukkah or The 
Festival of Light.  We learned to dance the 
Hora, which is a traditional Jewish folkdance 
and played Dreidel, which is a simple game 
played at Hanukkah celebrations. 

Thank you, Fine Arts Department for 
decorating 4 of the school Christmas trees! 
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Choir Band Weight lifting

Art Band

Anika S., Rachel P., Kailyn W., Wynn T.

Tanner D., Stuart N., Samuel S.

Josiah C., Johnathan B., Noah C.

Alyssa B.



COACHES CORNER4

Thank you for purchasing books through the PCS online Bookfair! 

All proceeds benefit the PCS library.  

By Football Coach, Lawton Burgstahler
The football team went 2-4 this season and won a playoff 
game for the second year in a row in upset fashion. Our 
defense, at one point in the year, was #1 in the District/
section. We have claimed to be 
COVID Champs since we had 2 
teams forfeit to us in the play-
offs because of COVID cases 
on their team. No records were 
broken, but we may have tra-
veled the most out of any team 
in the state. A 6-hour round trip 
to Blackduck twice... 
I was so proud of how this team 
never quit. Our record does not 
show good we really were with 
3 of our loses coming down to the last couple of minutes 
to decide the score. Through the ups and downs, these 
young men worked and learned how to be flexible. We 
never knew what the next day would bring for us and that 
brought a lot of excitement and disappointment through 
it all. We cannot wait for 2021 but we thank our seniors 
for all that they have done to continue to build our Falcon 
Football Family!

By Volleyball Coach, Julie Faul
“Therefore, my heart is glad, and my whole being 
rejoices!” (Psalm 16:9) I am so thankful that I had the 
opportunity to serve as coach for this amazing group 

of volleyball girls this year. 
We had so much fun, and 
I am so proud of how hard 
the girls worked each and 
every day. They did such a 
wonderful job of challenging 
one another both on and off 
the court. What an incredible 
season to show the value 
of making every opportunity 
count and to never give up. 
What an incredible year to 

grow in faith and fellowship with our teammates. What an 
incredible opportunity to make Jesus known through our 
words and actions to those around us!
Thank you, girls, for representing Park Christian well, 
but most importantly, for being genuine Ambassadors for 
Christ! 

Faculty feature
Meal for P/T 

Conferences

A hearty thank you 
to the PA for the 
delicious dinner 
provided for the 
teachers for the P/T 
conference evening.    Office staff

Mrs. Isaak, Mrs. Howe
Mrs. WeinbergerMrs. Holter

Mr. Burgstahler
Mr. McNeal

Mrs. Hanson
Mrs. Spaulding



SEW 5
jr/sr high sew
What blessing for PCS to be able to join the Restoring Joy virtual 
conference, presented by Summit Ministries.  Over the three-day span, 
thanks to a generous donor, PCS students were able to take part in a 
nationwide Christian school focused conference.  With the target audience 
so specifically highlighted speakers were able to deliver deep insights 
and Biblical truths, all aimed at encouraging and strengthen youth through 
these trying times.  Some of the speakers were Dr. Jeff Myers, Dr. Sean 
McDowell, Dr. Kathy Koch, Alan Shlemon, and David Galvan.  The topics 
discussed covered a range of life applications from, “Does Jesus really 
heal everything?”, discovering multiple intelligences, exposing the power 
technology has over our lives, processing depression and suicide, and how 
to defend your faith.  A virtual Spiritual Emphasis week is another example 
how life in these times is creating new opportunities for the body of Christ to 
connect and encourage each other.

Elementary SEW
We are so grateful to have the privilege and freedom to take a week to focus 
on the gospel. K-6 graders spent time each day November 16-20 hearing 
from guest speakers; Mrs. Messelt, Ms. Schouweiler, Mrs. Becky Carlson, Mr. 
John Fisher, and Mr. Nellermoe. Thank you for your prayers as we shared 
with the children about a life committed to Jesus Christ. Pray that these 
seeds continue to grow and flourish in each child’s mind and heart. 

Fill the Dome Community Food Drive
Thanks to everyone for their generous contributions toward the 
community food drive.  Together we collected 4634 items for the Great 
Plains Food Bank.  That will go a long way toward helping people in 
our community. Thank you, Student Council for leading the drive. 

serving faithfully
OCC 
The 6th graders went to Triumph Church 
to help pack boxes for OCC. Continue to 
pray for these boxes as they go around 
the world and touch children’s lives. 

(Spiritual Emphasis Week)

Josiah C., Johnathan B.

Ethan H., Ben C.

Rubie D., Taegan C.

Andrew Y.

6th Graders



PCS Happenings6

Fall Parent Survey
In November, ninety-three parents completed our Fall 2020 survey focusing on COVID-19 and our mission statement 
to Think Biblically, Live Wisely and Serve Faithfully. Thank you! We value and are grateful for the input as we strive for 

excellence at PCS and will continue to seek your input annually.
The following are some big picture summaries communicated to us from the fall 2020 survey:

Although the 
season was cut 
short, these 7th/8th 
grade girls and 
their coaches 
accomplished a lot! 
The future of GBB 
is bright at PCS!!!! 
Go Falcons!

COVID-19 
Overall, 93% affirmed

PCS’s response to 
COVID-19 and being 

in-person 5 days a week.

THINK BIBLICALLY
Overall, 97% affirmed 
PCS’s provision of the 

varied aspects of Christ-
Centered education. 

ACADEMICS 
Overall, 93% affirmed 

PCS’s varied aspects of 
academic excellence. 

COMMUNITY
Overall, 94% affirmed 

PCS’s provision of safety, 
facility, opportunities, and 

community presence. 

PCS is encouraged to hear that parents overwhelmingly view the school as providing a strong Christ-centered 
academic opportunity and that their child is growing in their walk with Christ. In the year to come PCS is committed 
to looking at areas that were rated lower and your suggestions for improvement.  Currently, we are considering our 

homework loads. Look for these results in the months to come.  We continue striving to provide students with the best 
Christ-centered educational experience possible.  We are grateful for your partnership!

93% 97% 93% 94%

Atarah T.
Hailey F. Annika A.

Simon R. Gage G. Olivia E.
Eve B. Priya N. Ava G.



Calby and Ciarra Beckstrand Story 
Our children’s education has been a top priority for us since our first was born. We researched school districts and 
talked to friends and family who were teachers, trying to gain any bit of knowledge we could to make the best decision 
when our oldest was ready for school. 
Kindergarten Round-up at PCS was our first stop. When we walked into PCS, our daughter was hesitant and nervous, 
but we were quickly welcomed with smiling faces and the sweetest teacher ever to show her what kindergarten was 
going to be all about. As we walked out of the building that night, she tapped me on the leg and said, “MOM! When 
can I come back here?!” Her mind was made up! 
After much back and forth and lots of prayer on how we were going to make this work, 
God showed up and provided the opportunity to be blessed by this school. Through our 
daughter’s first few years of school, we have seen her grow in confidence, self-esteem, 
in her relationship with the Lord, and in excelling in school. It is a privilege to see PCS 
water the seeds that we have planted at home and to watch those seeds take root and 
flourish when our daughter is out in the world without us during the day. 
Her class is truly something special. They are such an encouraging group of kids who 
cheer each other on in love, inside and outside of the classroom. That has everything 
to do with God working in their lives through their parents who raise them and the 
teachers and staff that pour into them every day at school, teaching them Biblical ways 
to spur each other on in love, resolving conflict, and building stronger relationships. 
PCS has blessed our family and our child in such great ways. The investment into their 
education, relationships, and spiritual lives is something that cannot be measured by 
monetary value. It is measured by eternity, and that alone is worth investment.

Grandparent videos
The Kindergarten teachers presented Grandparents with a way to be involved 
in the classroom, even though they couldn’t come in person for ‘Grandparents’ 
Day’, and it was GRAND indeed!  Grandparents were asked to send a video 
to their sweet kindergartner, and the teachers played them on the big screen, 
while the child stood beside and listened and watched. “It was pretty incredible 
and emotional to hear these grandparents telling our class how important it is 
to read their Bible and follow Jesus.  ‘The best decision you‘ll ever make!’  It 
was the sweetest!”, said Mrs. Fisher. Thank you, Grandparents, for continuing 
to invest in the lives of your grandchild and PCS! 

What Students Are Saying
Mrs. Weinberger asked her class to answer several 
questions. We thought you’d like to hear what the 
students are saying. 
What is one of your favorite memories at Park 
Christian School?
• I’ve loved every single minute of being at Park. 

Meeting my friends, learning more about God, 
meeting the teachers.

• Singing with my friends at lunch last year because I 
always had so much fun and we would laugh and it 
would be awesome!

• Going to Triumph Church to help with OCC.

Why PCS? 7

What do you love most about being in school this year?
• I get to interact with my friends instead of sitting in front of 

a computer screen. 
• I like seeing friends and being able to ask my teacher 

questions.
• I absolutely love the friends I have made. 
What are you looking forward to at PCS in 2021?
• To grow in my faith and friendships. 
• Making foam atoms, and the talent show that we are 
 doing for choir.
• I am looking forward to being with friends, playing football  
 and touchball. (touchball is a PCS original game the kids   
 made up!)
• No masks and joining the Falcon Football team



What are you waiting for? 
Call 218-236-0500 to schedule your visit today!

PARK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

preview day
For inquiring students in 1st-11th grades

PARK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Schedule a visit!

Thursday, January 14
8:00 – 11:30 am
RSVP at 218-236-0500 

with Admissions

10. Availability of tuition   
   reduction assistance

5. Safety1. Q
ual

ity Ac
ademics

2. Biblical Worldview

   3. Intentionality in 

    d
eveloping your child

’s    

    c
haract

er

  3. School culture and 

     c
ommunity

4. Testimony of family 

   or friends

6. Experience while 

   visiting7. Availability of 
transportation

8. Accessibility of teachers
9. K-12 in one building

Top 10 reasons 

tie

Data from a survey given to new PCS families in 2020

Ingredients for Life

Psalm 34:8
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

You only need to attend one event.

Tuesday, January 26
Thursday, February 25

Thursday, March 18

A Hands-on event for children and their parents

kindergarten
exploration


