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Thirst

WHAT I SEE

Chris Nellermoe, President

We count it a privilege to partner with you in bringing
Christ-centered education to our students. Back to
School night and the New Family Barbeque highlight the
strength and joy we have as a Christ-centered academic
community! It is so great to come together as families,
meet our teachers and take time to worship and praise as
we kick off our school year.
Our opening chapel focused on our theme verse taken
from John 4:14: THIRST. God’s eternal plan for each one
of us is set. He loves us, and it is because of this love that
we continue to grow, love and serve Him for His glory.
We are thankful for God’s grace for setting us apart. Every
time our students take a drink from the fountain or their
water bottle, we pray they consider what it means to thirst
for Jesus. Just as water brings life, Jesus is life.
Our fall activities are in full swing! Annually we have 93%
of our students involved in extra-curricular activities.
Currently our students are participating in volleyball,

football, soccer, tennis, cross country and Philanthropy
and Youth with First Lego League just around the corner.
Our student council is off to a great start leading the
school year.
This fall 262 families have said yes to providing a Christcentered education for their son or daughter this year at
PCS! Thank you. Are there others you know that could be
a potential addition to your son or daughter’s classroom?
We continually enroll students throughout the school year,
and the best marketing team is you! Your commitment
and your encouragement to other families is the most
effective way to make PCS a better place! Thanks for
pointing your friends and neighbors to PCS.
The days to come will be exciting as we see our building
expansion project move forward. Stay tuned to see what
God can do and continue to pray for His favor on all that
we say and do!
Thirsting for more of Him – John 4:14

CLASS OF 2018

Each year our school is led by the students in the senior
class! This year’s theme verse, chosen by the Senior class, is
from John, chapter 4 and was presented to the class by Jonah
Jelinski who in his personal devotions had come across the
verse several months before. When asked, why “thirst”?
Jonah said, “It shouldn’t be forced but rather natural – we
need Him in everyday life.” The logo was graphically depicted
by senior Brock Aamodt. He and Carl Bumgarner,
representing the senior class at Back to School night,
said, “just like we will die without water, we want to
live each day like we will die without Jesus.” We are so
thankful for our senior class and the Christ-centered
leadership they bring to Park Christian School.

Senior Class Breakfast

Why

PARK CHRISTIAN?
Lisa Jepsen, Elementary Principal
After 21 years of teaching in the public school system, I
had a stirring in my heart, a kind of yearning for a change,
a challenge. I wasn’t sure what that change might be.
Honestly, I was thinking about government jobs or leading
a non-profit organization, possibly leaving the educational
setting altogether. But God didn’t open those doors for
me, despite my desire and concentrated efforts, so I began
another year of teaching.
One year later, I happened upon an online posting for a
principal position at Park Christian School. I wasn’t really
looking for another job in education (despite years of my
husband encouraging me to become a principal), but clicked
on the link, which led me to the PCS website. I began
reading and exploring the details of PCS – statement of
faith, commitment to education, sports & extra- curricular
activities, and was captivated! I felt compelled to fill out the
application and did so in late June.

By the end of July, after meeting President Nellermoe
and touring the school, I was afforded the opportunity to
interview for the elementary principal position. I wasn’t
quite sure what to expect. But I can tell you this: The
interview panel demonstrated compassion, a high level
of commitment to biblical integration and academic
rigor, and an indisputable love for Jesus, students, staff,
and families. Unquestionably, the Spirit of the Lord
guided that interview. My eyes were opened to a whole
new picture of education with Christ at its center! How
wonderful would it be to start my day with devotions
and prayer with a group of believers who want to partner
in leading the next generation to “think biblically, live
wisely, and serve faithfully”?
So here I am today, still overwhelmed by the goodness of
God that I see every day in this building, trying to serve
a group of teachers who are professional, exceptional,
and continually looking for ways to improve upon
their craft. But above all things, I get to be part of a
community of students, families, staff, and teachers who
aim at making and keeping Jesus their #1 priority!

PCS EXPANSION UPDATE
The PCS Expansion plans continue to move along. In
February, PCS hired JLG Architects to guide us through a
schematic design process. We wrapped up the schematic
design in May and have been working on the larger scope
of architecture needed to complete the expansion. In
August, the School Board approved us moving forward
to hire an architect to design a portion of the phases, not
to exceed the amount raised to date. Currently, members

of the design task force are interviewing architects and
will award this work in October. Our goal is to be in
the ground in the spring of 2018 with a portion of the
expansion. If you would like to be involved in any part
of the design process, please contact the Park Christian
School Office.
Jason Loney, PCS Parent, Expansion Project
Executive Chair

HARD WORKING STUDENTS... PRODUCING RESULTS!
Cheyenne Perez-Bailey‘s scientific research paper was
published in the Minnesota academy of Science Journal
of Student Research. Cheyenne took
Independent Scientific Research as
an elective class from Mrs. Rankin in
11th grade. Cheyenne was selected as
one of the Top Ten Writers in the 2017
STEM Communicator Awards. Read
her article at: http://www.mnmas.org/

Lauren Knoll took Independent Scientific Research.
Her work resulted in being selected as one of ten
finalists for the Spellman High Voltage
Electronics Clean Tech Competition,
receiving a free trip to Stony Brook
University, NY in July. She also was
awarded an all-expenses paid trip to the
University of North Carolina for the
national Stockholm Junior Water Prize
competition in June.

Congratulations to both Cheyenne and Lauren on your accomplishments!

GIRLS‘ GOLF TEAM PLACES 4TH AT THE
STATE TOURNAMENT

Coach Dan Doeden, Amy Jacobson, Emily
Doeden, Grace Heinen, Sarah Herlihy, Amanda
Strom, Maleah Stromme and Coach Lawton
Burgstahler.
Emily Doeden also tied for 2nd as an individual.

GIRLS’ CO-OP TENNIS (SHANLEY/OG/PCS)
ENDED AS STATE CONSOLATION TEAM CHAMPIONS

Taryn Nellermoe, Talia Mercer, Eden Legatt,
Ariana Mercer, and Leah Jost.

Taryn Nellermoe and her doubles partner finished
in the top 8 in the ND State tournament!

STUDENTS COMPETE AT MN STATE TRACK & FIELD

Karley Motschenbacher
placed 3rd in the 300 m hurdles
and 8th in the Long Jump.

Steele Senske placed 8th in the High Jump.

Track & Field is coached by Megan Endreson,
Kurt Motschenbacher, and Julie Faul.

GIRLS’ CO-OP SOCCER (SHANLEY/OG/PCS)
PLACES 2ND IN STATE

Hannah Hansen, Coach Lance Hansen,
Molly Metzger and Ashley Hansen

PCS ALUMNUS
BETH (GROSZ) KARGES, ‘10

My name is Beth Karges, and I graduated from Park Christian
School in 2010. My husband, Andrew, and I currently work
with Cru (Campus Crusade for Christ), a non-profit ministry
organization that seeks to share the Gospel with the world. We
recently arrived home after spending about a year serving in
Tanzania, Africa, and we are currently in transition to join staff
with Cru this Fall.
God did amazing things in our ministry this past year as we
shared the Gospel with high school and college Tanzanian
students. We were able to pour into these students and teach
them what it means to have a real, authentic relationship with
Jesus and how to grow in their faith. The Biblical truths I was able
to teach the students were once taught to me during my time at
Park Christian.
As I think back over the years I spent at PCS as a student, my
heart fills with deep gratitude for this unique school where
God is so present. During the most formative years of my life,
I was given not only a great education, but more importantly
the opportunity to grow and be challenged in my faith on
a daily basis. No words can really do justice to the way PCS
changed my life. One of the main ways PCS impacted my life
was through the close-knit family of believers that Park offers
and the encouragement, love, and support the teachers give to
each student. My teachers constantly poured into me and led by
example as they challenged me to think critically and grow to
discern for myself what is really important in life and what isn’t.
After spending this past year in Tanzania, I have come home
with a new perspective on missions and how we can influence
the people around us for the Kingdom of God. Whether you live
in the heart of Africa or in the Fargo-Moorhead community, you
have the ability to love the people God places before you and
share the Good News with the lost and broken. God will use you
right where you are for His glory and purposes.
The teachers at Park Christian are being used by God to love the
students with a Christ-centered, powerful love. My teachers were
the first missionaries I ever met as their sacrifice and willingness
to follow the Lord’s leading instilled in me an eagerness and
desire to do the same. God used PCS to lead me closer to His
heart and His plans for me to be in full time ministry. I will
forever thank God for this incredible school, and I pray that the
students who are currently enrolled at Park will experience His
love and faithfulness in a similar, life-changing way.
Beth and Andrew Karges, Tanzania, Africa

GOD USED
PCS
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Balanced Budget
431 Alumni, 2002-2017
The 8th PCS Administrator takes the helm
55 New Students
$4,271,177 Given for Expansion Project
Purchased a 2016
Thomas Freightliner 77 Passenger Bus
$286,000 Given for Financial Aid
23% of Students Receive Tuition Aid
77% Honor Students
93% of 9-12th graders were involved in
extra-curricular actvities while
maintaining a 3.6 average g.p.a.
24.8 Average ACT Score The National Average is 21.1

97% of PCS Graduates attend College
2016-2017 Budget was $3,427,329

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
To get the most up-to-date calendar information, click on the
calendar page of our website: ParkChristianSchool.org
December 22............................................Alumni Game
February 8........................................Giving Hearts Day
April 14..........................................Banquet & Auctions
June 25.............................................. PCS Golf Scramble
(at the Hawley Golf and Country Club)

Elementary Chapels:
Mondays, 8:10-8:40 A.M. in the Fine Arts Room.

Jr & Sr High Chapels:
Mondays, 8:10-8:50 A.M. in the gym.
Park Christian School welcomes guests to Chapel.

MEMBER CHURCHES
Bethel Church
(since 1981)

Calvary Church at
Village Green
(since 2014)

Fargo First Assembly
of God
(since 1981)

Metropolitan Baptist
(since 1993)

River Valley
Assembly of God
(since 1991)

Salem Evangelical
Free
(since 1991)

Triumph Lutheran
Brethren
(since 1996)
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PARK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL CORPORATE SPONSORS
OUR GENEROUS CORPORATE SPONSORS DEMONSTRATE THEIR SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATION IN THE FARGO-MOORHEAD COMMUNITY
702 Communications
Advanced Business Methods
Alerus Financial
Arnhalt Transport, Inc.
Bagan Strinden Vision
Bell Bank
BlackridgeBANK
BNG Holdings, Inc.
BSN Sports
ByteSpeed
Callender Nygard Family Dentistry
Dr. Nathan Nygard
Camrud Foss Concrete, Inc.
Central Minnesota Credit Union
Century Financial Advisors, Inc.
Choice Financial
CI Sport
Coatings Authority, Jeff & Rachael Boyer
Cole Papers Inc.
Corwin Automotive Group
Dairy Queen, Troy & Diane DeLeon
David Eggers Insurance Agency
DJ Colter Agency, Inc.
Dogs by Design
Edward Jones
The office of Matthew De Vries

Edward Jones
The office of Daniel Suckert
Erbert & Gerbert’s Sandwich Shop
Fevig Oil & Propane
Financial Strategies Group
First International Bank & Trust
James Dunkel
First International Bank & Trust
FM Drywall, Inc.
Forum Communications Company
Gate City Bank
Gateway
Gehrtz Construction Services
Goldmark
Health Quote Services
Hoiberg Construction
Homemakers Villa
Hornbachers
Hot Rod Shop of Fargo
ISR Homes, Dan Parrow
Kayjay Ag Services, Inc.
Korsmo Funeral Service
Kovash Marine
Kvalvog Properties
Larry’s Auto Body, Inc.
Life 97.9 (in Kind)

Luther Family Ford
M.I.G. Properties, Ken Martin
Matt’s Automotive Service Center
Meadows Management
Meinecke-Johnson Company
Mobile Pro | Studio 7 Productions
MyCreativeShop, LLC
Jason & Jaclyn Frueh
NAI North Central, Tim Kerr
Nepstad Oil Company
Nine Dragons/Slap Shot Pizza
Nodak Mutual Insurance Company
Northwestern Bank
Nova Fire Protection
Olaf Anderson General Contractors
ONE
Park Co. Realtors, Vicky Matson
Pearle Vision, Dr. Don Gunhus
Personal Touch Embroidery &
Marketing, Inc.
Petro Serve USA
Petro Stopping Centers
Prairiewood Wealth Management
Jerry Kensock
Premier Benefits Group
Quality Auto Body Shop

Rehab Authority, Tyler Burcham
Roers
Rogness Contracting Services
Rustica Eatery
Sandman Consulting PC
Sandy’s Donuts & Coffee Shop
Scheels
Signature Landscapes, Ryan Aakre
Skaff Apartments
Small Wonders Preschool &
Child Care Center
Smile Care, Dr. Ryan Nygard
Stenerson Lumber
Summit Siteworks
Sweeney Cleaners
Sweet Dreams Confections,
Lee & Brenda Paseka
Terry’s Home Repair, Terry Payne
Thimjon Courier, Inc.
Thrivent Financial, Steven Asche
Trane
Troy Wyland Enterprises, Inc.
Van Dam Chiropractic
West Acres
Tom & Serene Ysteboe
Zerr Berg Architects

