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Reading Informational Text 

Text Organization 

Grades 6-8 

 

 

 

Rationale 
 As sophisticated readers and writers, we rely on the meaningful organization of text to 

provide a predictable scheme for presenting complicated information. Familiarity with 

transitions and keywords associated with specific organizational schemes is a 

tremendous asset for reading and writing informational text. 
 

Goal 
 

 

 
 To become familiar with a variety of text organizational structures and related keywords 

and apply them to categorize a given text’s organizational patterns 

 

St Standards 

RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the 

overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, 

including the role of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept. 

 

Objectives 
 Students will identify various text organization patterns. 

Students will use keywords to identify text organization 

pattern. 

 Students will identify the best organizational pattern to use for a specific purpose. 

 

Materials 
 Two informational text examples to use to identify text organization. 

 Text Organization Structures sheet 

 

Procedures 
 Give students an authentic writing task to get them to think about text organization: 

“If you had to write your own autobiography, where would you begin?” Have 

students identify how they would organize it (probably chronologically), and why. 

 Discuss the different ways to organize writing. Stress that all good writers organize 

their writing before they write, and good readers know some basic patterns so they can 

follow the organization structure quickly. 

 Present students with an example article. Together, use the list of keywords and 
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the article. 

 Then present pairs with another article and ask them to do the same thing: identify the 

pattern of organization based on the content and keywords. 

 Give students 10 minutes to read and review the article and identify the text 

organization pattern. Use answer centers or have students just share out their 

answers. Discuss findings and clarify misunderstandings. Push them to explain why 

the author chose that text organization and what it added to the text. Ask them how 

else the article could have been organized. 

 Closing: Ask students to name a text that they have recently read (not today) and 

suggest what structure it was organized in. Have them explain why. 

 
 

Teacher Tips 
 This lesson is meant as an introduction to text organization. You may want to share a 

variety of graphic organizers as you introduce each type of text structure. For example, a 

Venn Diagram works for comparison and contrast, and a two column table works for 

Problem and Solution or Cause and Effect. 

 Ask students why they think text organization is important. Discuss how it helps a reader 

follow the ideas in a text and how it helps a writer keep his or her ideas together. 

 

 

Extension Activities 
 Provide about 20 random facts about a subject on different sentence strips and have 

students arrange them in a different organization using keywords. You could do this on 

the board or write them onto strips for students to arrange at their desks. 

 Write different titles of articles and have students sort them into the different text 

organization headings. Make sure there are clues in the titles. For example: “What Can 

Be Done About Nuclear Power?” and “Nuclear vs. Coal: The Cleaner Choice” and “A 

History of Nuclear Power.” 

 Assign students to write an essay in a specific format. You can have students draw text 

organization schemes from a hat to get a good variety of different essays. When they 

finish, group the essays together in the right organization schemes and have students 

explain what was hard or easy about that organization pattern. 

 Many texts contain more than one pattern. As students master each format, have them 

try to use more than one in an essay. For example, you may have them explain the 

problems and solutions of an issue, such as hunger, over time. Or you could have them 

compare and contrast the two different effects of a cause.
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TEXT ORGANIZATION STRUCTURES 
 

Chronological or Time-Based: This very common structure is used for biographies, 

autobiographies, descriptions of historical events, and many personal narratives. Events or things 

that happened earliest are listed first and later events are listed near the end. 

Keywords: words that relate to chronological or time-based text: first, next, last, specific dates, after, 

before, when, during, until. 

 

Compare / Contrast: This structure is used when listing the differences and similarities between 

two or more subjects. 

Keywords: words that relate to comparing two subjects: on the other hand, in contrast, similarly, yet, 

however. 

 

Inverted Triangle (Newspaper Article format): These articles include the most important 

information at the top and less important as you move through the article. Newspaper articles are 

designed this way so that if they need to be cut shorter, lopping off the bottom does not destroy the 

story. 

Keywords: Key facts are clustered near the top of the article, and opinion and analysis are located 

later in the article. 

 

Cause / Effect: Text that describes why something happened. Some narratives, such as personal 

narratives or journal entries, are organized in this way, and more historical narratives are structured 

in this pattern. 

Keywords: Words such as because, due to, since, although, so, once, and thus. 
 

Description: Text organized to describe objects, events, or people. Some descriptive text organizes 

positive and negative characteristics of the subject in different sections, or segments the sections by 

features of the subject. 

Keywords: Words that appeal to the senses of sight, hearing, taste, smell, touch. 
 

Problem / Solution: Text organized around the description of a problem and its consequences and 

proposed solutions to the problem. Persuasive articles can be organized in problem / solution 

patterns. 

Keywords: superlatives such as most, best, or worst; arguments and counterarguments, such as you 

may think…but… and it might seem…however…; strong emotional or unyielding language (appeals) 

intended to grab the reader’s attention and convince him or her of an idea. 

 

Argument or Persuasive: An article that is intended to convince the reader of something. 

Keywords: superlatives such as most, best, or worst; counterarguments, such as you may 

think…but… and it might seem…however…; strong emotional or unyielding language (appeals) 

intended to grab the reader’s attention and convince him or her of an idea. 


