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Grade 8 
Celebrations Unit 

Research Lesson Day 1 

Rationale 
The intent of this lesson is to help students generate research questions on a topic and 
conduct targeted research to answer that question. 

Goals 
To conduct research on a given topic 
To pose a research question 

Standards 
RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content.
W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search
terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation.

Objectives 
Students will brainstorm a topic in order to develop a research question. 
Students will develop research skills as they work to create a presentation. 

Materials 
Computer w/ Internet access per student 
Research Questions worksheet 
My Sources worksheet 
Blank paper 
Markers or crayons to draw a mind map (optional, use a drawing program like MS Paint) 

Procedure 
Prepare students by asking them to think about a recent holiday or special event. What 
customs, traditions do they observe on that day? What do they wear, eat, and do? What 
music do they listen to? Explain that today students are going to research a celebration 
from a foreign country. They are going to have to hone in on one particular aspect of that 
celebration and come up with a question that they will answer using research. They will 
conduct research on the Internet. Ask them, “If you were going to research a 
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celebration that you don’t know much about, you would have a lot questions, 
right?” When we want to learn about something we research online or print sources 
that give us valuable information about what we want to know. But how do we 
decide what to look for in our sources? How do we even know what sources will be 
useful? What we do is ask research questions. Start by asking yourself what you 
really want to learn about this celebration and then write a question that will act as 
your guide to research. Today we are going to do some early research in order to 
come up with a research question.”  
In a few days, they will present their findings to the rest of the class in a five minute 
PowerPoint presentation. 
Give students five minutes to brainstorm and search for a celebration to research. 
Encourage students to talk to each other and you about their ideas. 
Ask each student to tell you what celebration they plan to research and make sure there 
are no duplicates. 
When students have identified a topic to research, distribute materials for mind maps. 
Give students ten minutes to draw their mind maps. Direct them to start by writing their 
topic’s name in the center of the paper, then build from that point with subtopics that they 
find interesting. When students are finished, ask them which subtopic they were able to 
generate the most ideas for. This subtopic will be the source of their research question.  
Distribute the Research Questions worksheet. Ask students to use their mind maps to help 
them pose questions they want the answer too. The questions on their worksheet can be 
considered rough drafts. They will pick one to stick with for their research. 
Have students pick the question that is most interesting to them. 
Give students a few minutes to browse the Internet for potential sources. 
Next, distribute the My Sources worksheet, one per student. Instruct students to identify 
at least 5 sources and record the URLs on their worksheet (have students bookmark them 
if possible). Sources can include articles, videos, pictures, interactive web pages, etc. In 
the right column, direct students to note the most important details they glean from each 
source. 
Bring the class together for a quick group reflection. Students will deliver presentations 
in Day 4, so this group discussion should be brief and general. 

Teacher & Teachers’ Aide Observations During the Group Activity 
Which students are having difficulty finding sources? 
Which students are having difficulty recording important information? 
Which students are having difficulty articulating a research question? 

Assessment 
Students identify five good sources, and accurately capture key details in their notes. 
Students pose a question following from their preliminary research. 
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Celebration! 
My Sources 

Research Question: 

Source How does this source help answer 
my research question? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.
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Grade 8 
Celebration Unit 
Research Lesson Day 2 

Rationale 
The intent of this lesson is help students through several aspects of a research project: 
Identifying keywords and validating sources. 

Goals 
To build research and presentation planning skills 

Standards 
RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content.
W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search
terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation.

Objectives 
Students will be able to choose effective keywords for their search. 
Students will be able to evaluate the validity of sources.  
Students will be able to collect relevant information that helps them answer their research 
question. 

Materials 
Students’ worksheets from Day 1 
Presentation Planning worksheet 

Procedure 
Students will continuing researching today, but first explain to them a few tips for 
improving their research process. 
Tip 1: Use keywords effectively 

• Create a list of keywords that describe your topic
• Use keywords that are general (e.g. Christmas) and specific (e.g. mistletoe)
• Identify keywords on your list that specifically address your research topic. Read

those articles for hints for keywords to use that you didn’t think of before.
• Modify your keyword search as you learn more about your topic to refine the

kinds of sources your search results.
Tip 2: Checking Sources 
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• Where was the source published? Wikipedia is not a good source to use, but the
government site of the country in which your celebration occurs might have good
information on it or point you to sites that do.

• Who wrote it? Is this person an expert in their field? Is the source a first or
secondhand account?

• Was the source published recently or could it be out of date? The date of
publication is more important for some topics than others. A research study on
climate change should use very current sources. A study on Shakespeare doesn’t
require the most recent publications (though it is good to stay relevant).

Have students finish finding sources using their My Sources sheet. 
Allow at least 20 minutes for students to conduct their research. 
When finished, distribute the Presentation Planning Worksheet. Tell students that they 
should imagine they are explaining their topic to someone who has never heard of it. 
What would they need to explain first, next...last? What is the best way to guide an 
audience to the answer of your research question? 
Circulate around the room to help students. 

Teacher & Teachers’ Aide Observations During the Group Activity 
Which students are identifying good keywords? 
Which students are vetting their sources for accuracy and credibility? 

Assessment 
Students use their notes to create a well-thought out planning worksheet. 
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Presentation Planning Worksheet
Use this worksheet to plan out your presentation. 

What is your research question? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

INTRODUCTION 

How will you introduce your topic and present your research question? 

What source(s) will you use for this? 

MIDDLE 

What information/evidence will you include to address to answer your research question? Include at least 
three details. 

What sources will you use for this? 

CONCLUSION 

What information do you want to conclude your presentation with? 

What source(s) will you use for this? 
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Grade 8 
Celebration Unit 

Research Lesson Day 3 

Rationale 
The intent of this lesson is to provide students with practice building presentations based 
on a research topic. 

Goals 
To build research and presentation planning skills 

Standards 
W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content.
RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search
terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation.
SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information,
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

Objectives 
Students will be able to create a slideshow presentation that demonstrates their abilities to 
research and present knowledge. 

Materials 
Computers with Microsoft PowerPoint or similar slideshow presentation software 
Slides worksheet 
Student work from Days 1-2 
Celebration Presentation Evaluation 

Procedure 
Give students to finish up their work from Day 2. 
Tell students that today they will create their PowerPoint presentations for their 
celebrations topic. But before they begin to work on their computers they are first going 
to create rough drafts on paper. 
Ask the students ways they can make their presentations stand out. Wait for a student to 
point out the use of images. Then ask students, “How do images add to a presentation?” 
Discuss. 
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Next, distribute the Slides worksheet and give students five minutes to sketch out their 
slides. Direct students to title each slide with a subtopic and jot down keywords to 
indicate what information they will include on each slide. 
Next, direct students to open and save a new PPT presentation, and start building their 
slides. Have students build their PPT presentations for 30 minutes. 
While they do this, remind students to look for images to complement the subjects of 
their slides. 
Make sure students save their PPTs and tell them that tomorrow they will present to the 
class. 

Teacher & Teachers’ Aide Observations During the Activity 
Are students completing their self-evaluations accurately? 
Are students using their time wisely? 
Are students using relevant images that complement the information on their slides? 

Assessment 
Students’ self-evaluations reflect an honest evaluation of the students’ work. 
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Celebration Presentation Evaluation 

Criteria 
Possible 
Points 

Your 
Score 

Teacher's 
Score 

Craftsmanship (Is your work neat, organized, etc.) 0 - 4 

Creativity 0 – 4 

Effort & Participation (Did you work on the piece the 
whole time using your time wisely?) 0 - 4 

Directions listed by project or unit 

Did you follow the teacher's instructions and utilize 
your Celebration Collage Planning Sheet?  0 – 4 

Do the images you used fit with the information in 
your presentation?  0 – 4 

Did you use all of your sources? 0 – 4 

Did you present the topic with enough detail to fully 
explain the celebration? 0 – 4 

Total:  36 

Name:   Teacher: 

Ratings:    4    Excellent    3   Good     2   Fair    1   Poor 
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Grade 8 
Celebration Unit 

Research Lesson Day 4 

Rationale 
The intent of this lesson is to provide students with practice presenting their research 
projects. 

Goals 
To practice presentation/public speaking skills 
To evaluate the strengths/weaknesses of presentations using constructive feedback 

Standards 
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 
manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

Objectives 
Students will be able to present a slideshow that demonstrates their abilities to research 
and present knowledge, and teaches others about a foreign culture. 

Materials 
Computer and screen so students can present their PPTs to the class 
Celebration Presentation Rubric 

Procedure 
Today students will present their celebration research. 
Distribute the Celebration Presentation Rubric. Have students point out the differences 
for each category and score. 
Explain to students their peers will be viewing and listening for the effectiveness of their 
oral presentation. 
Share with students that they will have an opportunity to compliment each student at the 
end of each presentation.  Have the peer audience share what they liked or enjoyed about 
each Celebration Collage presentation. 
Allow students 5-7 minutes to review their slides and prepare for their oral presentations. 
Facilitate each individual presentation and encourage the audience to provide positive 
feedback for each presenter. 

Teacher & Teachers’ Aide Observations During the Presentations 
Are students in the audience completing the rubric for each presentation? 
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Are there any students in the audience struggling with completing the rubric for each 
presentation? 
Are the students in the audience providing positive feedback orally for each group 
presentation? 

Assessment 
Completion of the Celebration Presentation Rubric will determine the success of each 
students’ presentation. 

Follow Up 
Students will review their rubric scores generated by their peers.  They can compare this 
information with their Day 3 self-evaluation sheet to assess how well they achieved their 
goals through their oral presentation. 
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Celebration Presentation Rubric 

Student's Name: _______________________ Teacher: ________________________________ 

Date of Presentation: __________________                            Celebration/Holiday: ______________________ 

Criteria Points 
1 2 3 4 

Organization 

Audience cannot 
understand 

presentation because 
there is no sequence 

of information. 

Audience had 
difficulty 
following 

presentation 
because the 

student jumped 
around with their 

information. 

The student 
presented their 

collage in a 
logical sequence 

which the 
audience could 

follow. 

The student 
presented their 

collage in a 
logical, 

interesting 
sequence which 

the audience 
could follow. 

____ 

Collage 
Content 

Knowledge 

The student did not 
have a grasp of their 
ideas. The collage 
did not present any 

form of appeal 
regarding 

visualization & 
sensory details 

The student 
appeared 

uncomfortable 
with information 
and was barely 
able to present 

any form of 
appeal regarding 
visualization & 
sensory details. 

The student was 
at ease with 

his/her  ideas, 
but more 

elaboration was 
needed for the 

collage regarding 
visualization and 
sensory details. 

The student fully 
demonstrated 
his/her ideas 

with elaboration.  
The collage 

presented appeal 
regarding 

visualization & 
sensory details 

____ 

Visuals 
The student did not 
effectively use their 

images. 

The student barely 
used visuals that  

supported   his/her 
life and future. 

The student used 
visuals that 

related to the 
his/her life and 

future. 

The student 
strongly used 

visuals to depict 
his/her life and 

future. 

____ 

Delivery 

The student 
mumbled, incorrectly 

pronounced terms, 
and spoke too quietly 

for students in the 
back of class to hear. 

The student 
incorrectly 

pronounced terms. 
Audience 

members had 
difficulty hearing 

presentation. 

The student's 
voices was clear. 

The student 
pronounced most 
words correctly. 

The audience 
could hear the 
presentation.  

The student used  
a clear voice and 
correct, precise 

pronunciation of 
information. The 
audience could 

hear the 
presentation. 

____ 

Total Points:       _____ 




