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Reading Informational Text 
Citing Evidence as Support 

Grades 6-8 

 

Rationale 
 During elementary school, students learned to make connections and make inferences. In middle school, 

students should be able to identify strong textual evidence for their analysis and inferences. This skill 

supports their critical thinking and critical reading skills, as well as their formulation of thesis statements 

and persuasive arguments. 

 

Goal 
 To identify textual evidence that supports analysis and inferences from the text 

 

Standards 
 RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

 RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

 RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly 

as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Objectives 
 Students will identify evidence from the text that supports a given inference. 

 Students will identify evidence from the text that supports a given analysis of the text. 

 Students will brainstorm ways of describing the task of gathering evidence. 

 

Materials 
 Baggies 

 Copies of the house frame (optional – use for instructional support) 

 

Preparation 
 Print four copies of the second house frames. 

 Choose a text that you like. 

 Make two inferences and two statements that can be supported by at least four ideas from the text. 

 Write each of the inferences and statements on the roofs of the houses, and write the evidence on the 

support posts. The evidence does not need to be verbatim, but it should come directly from the text. 

 Cut them all out and store in a baggie. Create one baggie for each group. (You may want to laminate the 

strips for future use.) 

 

Procedures 
 Tell students something unusual that might be hard to believe. For example, you might say, "So, if I 

told you that there were Martians living among us, and I knew one was in this class, what 

questions would you have?" Guide discussion to identify that they would seek evidence or support for 

that claim. 
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 Explain that when we read, we make inferences and analyze what the text says to come up with our own 

ideas. However, we need to support our ideas with evidence from the text. 

 Read the informational text together. Discuss the meaning and make sure students are familiar enough 

with the text to be able to make some inferences and analyze the information in the text. 

 Hand out the baggies and optional house frames. Tell students that there are four houses in the baggies, 

and they should figure out how to make the houses. (Providing loose directions like this can be very 

powerful. Try to reserve clarification only if students are getting frustrated by the task.) 

 Circulate and listen to group discussions. 

 Once most groups have created the houses, move ambassadors from each group to view the other 

houses. Then have them return to confirm whether their houses are built properly, the evidence 

supporting the correct idea or inference. 

 Finally, ask students to identify how they identified what information supported which inference. 

 Closing: Ask students to explain the metaphor of "support" for the house. Ask what other metaphors or 

ways there are to describe this process. 

 

Teacher Tips 
 To support students who struggle, use different colored paper as a visual clue. 

 To challenge students, provide different numbers of support posts for the houses. You could also 

provide incorrect support from the text and ask students to identify "weak” posts of support as well as 

strong ones. 

 

Extension Activities 
 If students visualize another way to remember how to identify supporting evidence, work with them to 

design the structure. Tweak it with the class until it is usable, and use it when possible with your class. 

 Talk about how to arrange the "support beams" in the house so the roof does not fall. 

 This is not supporting an ELA concept, but it is helpful in the physical sciences. 

 Give students the blank houses and have them write their support for their own inferences and analysis. 
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