
 

WILL I BE EXPECTED TO PLANT A 
REPLACEMENT TREE?

When Council allows the removal of trees it is 
generally on the condition that a replacement 
tree be planted if the site conditions permit. 
Replacement trees must be planted within one 
(1) month of the tree removal and must be a 
minimum pot 
size of 200mm. 
Where it is your 
intention to 
remove a tree 
care should 
be taken in 
selecting the 
replacements 
appropriate to 
your garden. 
Please see 
“Guide to 
Native Plant 
Species for 
Mosman 
Gardens” for 
an appropriate 
selection.  

WHAT IS PRUNING OF TREES?

Crown thinning is a recommended method of 
pruning trees. This involves the reshaping of 
the tree while retaining the original height and 
width of the tree by pruning selected branches 
only. This ultimately obtains a structurally sound, 
aesthetically shaped tree. You should remember 
that indiscriminate lopping and/or pruning can be 
a danger to your safety and the health of the tree. 
For this reason all pruning should conform to the 
Australian Standard (AS4373-1996 Pruning of 
Amenity Trees) and be undertaken by professional 
arborists. 

ARE THERE FEES
INVOLVED WITH A 

TREE PRESERVATION 
ORDER 

APPLICATION?
Fees were introduced by 
Council to assist in covering 
the costs of administering 
the Tree Preservation Order.  
Fees are revised annually 
in accordance with Councils 
Pricing Policy. Please contact 
Council for current prices.

WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR 
UNAUTHORISED TREE WORKS?

Any person who carries out tree works without 
Council consent may be subject to substantial 
fines and/or conviction in a Court of Law. 
Persons may also be liable for engaging or 
allowing another person to prune or remove a 
tree without Council consent. 

REPORTING UNAUTHORISED TREE WORKS
If unauthorised tree work is suspected, the 
details of the incident should be noted and 
reported immediately to Council on 9978 4000. 

CAN OVERHANGING BRANCHES 
BE PRUNED FROM A 

NEIGHBOURING TREE?
In most cases Council does not have the power 
to compel a property owner to prune or remove 
a tree which is or perceived to be impacting 
on another property, excluding Council land. 
Any person who is affected by overhang from a 
tree growing from within an adjoining property, 
including Council land, may apply to prune the 
over hanging branches. All pruning, if approved 
by Council, must be undertaken to Australian 
Standards (AS4373-1996).

If access is required into an adjoining property 
to undertake the work correctly the property  
owner must sign the application. If the pruning 
does not require access to the property, the 
owner of the tree is not required to sign the 
application. In such cases, if Council consent 
is granted for the works, the consent does not 
give authorisation to the applicant or engaged 
contractor to enter the tree owners property. In 
some circumstances, Council may insist that the 
applicant consult with or inform the tree owner of 
the intention to prune their tree prior to Council 
consent being granted.

WHAT IF A TREE IS ON A 
DEVELOPMENT SITE?

Council will not accept a TPO application to 
remove a tree which is protected under a 
Development Consent. In such cases a Section 
96 application must be submitted to amend the 
Development Consent Conditions. If pruning 
of a tree is required on an development site, a 
TPO application must be submitted outlining the 
pruning work required. 

IS THERE AN 
APPEAL PROCESS?

Yes. If you are not satisfied 
with the assessment of your 
application, you may appeal 
the decision in writing to 
Council. An appeal fee must 
be paid with the appeal 
lodgement. You must also 
supply an independent arborist 
report to support your appeal, 
including a tree hazard 
evaluation form. 
The matter will be reported to 
Council for final determination. 

WHO CAN APPLY TO
REMOVE A TREE?

A property owner or managing 
agent must complete an 
application to Council for removal/
pruning of a tree. If a person 
seeks permission to remove a 
tree from a neighbouring property, 
permission must first be obtained 
from the owner of the tree and 
application co-signed by the 
owner. In the case of a block of 
units, the consent of the owners 
corporation must be obtained 
prior to making an application to 
Council to prune or remove the 
tree.

WHICH SPECIES ARE EXEMPT FROM 
COUNCIL’S TREE PRESERVATION ORDER?

 Broad-leafed Privet   Ligustrum lucidum
 Narrow-leafed Privet     Ligustrum chinense
 Citrus Trees    Citrus spp.   
 Cotoneaster    Cotoneaster spp. 
 Rubber Tree    Ficus elastica
 Willow     Salix  babylonica
	 Umbrella	Tree	 	 	 	 Schefflera	actinophylla
 Hibiscus     Hibiscus spp.
 Camphor Laurel    Cinnamonum camphora  
      (with height less then 10 meters)
 Oleander     Nerium spp. & thevetia spp.
 Wild Olive      Olea african
 Prunus     Prunus spp.
 Paw Paw     Carica papaya
 Mulberry      Morus spp.
 Hackberry     Celtis australis 
      (with height less then 10 meters)
 Dead trees on private land 
 Dead wood in trees on private land.

WHAT WILL COUNCIL CONSIDER 
WHEN ASSESSING A TPO 

APPLICATION?
The assesment and determination of the application 
will address, but not be restricted to, the following;
• The health and/or condition of the tree/s, including 
the safe useful life expectancy and previous pruning 
record.
• Amenity value of the 
tree including visual 
amenity, ecological 
value, heritage 
significance and the 
trees value as habitat.
• Severity and relevance 
of the problem reported.
• The number of healthy 
trees that a parcel of 
land can support.
• The impact that the 
proposed work, whether 
pruning or removal, will 
have on the tree or the 
landscape as a whole.

Trees that are the victim of illegal works or poisoning 
may have a banner placed in their branches to 
provide information to the community and to call 

on information from surrounding residents.

If the removal of a tree is permitted 
a replacement is usually required 

to be planted and maintained.

All trees within a development site are protected 
under the Development Consent and often require 

measures to protect the tree from the works.

Values such wildlife habitat and 
food source will be considered 
when assessing an application.

The health and condition 
of the tree in question will 
also be considered when 
assessing an application. 

Indiscriminate 
pruning can 

endanger you 
and the tree.

Proper pruning maintains 
the structure of the tree
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WHY DO WE PROTECT TREES?
Trees are an important part of the character and 
amenity of Mosman. Trees provide many benefits 
to the individual, the wider community and native 
fauna. They play an important part in of the health 
of our environment. Trees reduce the effects 
of sunlight, summer heat, reflection, pollution, 
humidity, wind, glare and noise. Trees help prevent 
erosion and provide habitat, food, shelter and 

protection from 
predators for 
wildlife. Wildlife 
also rely on trees 
for their continued 
reproduction and 
survival. Trees in 
urban areas also 
act as extension of, 
and links between, 
core bushland as 
bushland corridors.  

WHAT IS THE URBAN FOREST 
MANAGEMENT REGISTER?

In recognition of the importance of trees to 
Mosman, Council has adopted an Urban Forest 
Management Register. The register lists trees on 
public and private property which are considered to 
be significant to the local environment for various 
reasons. If you wish to undertake any work to a 
tree that is listed on the Urban Forest Management 
Register you must first make an application to 
Council. If you would like 
to know whether the tree 
you are considering having 
pruned or removed is 
listed on the Urban Forest 
Management Register, 
please contact Council’s 
Tree Management Officer 
on 9978 4045. 

WHAT AM I ABLE TO DO
WITHOUT COUNCIL APPROVAL?

• Remove or prune any tree on private land 
under five (5) metres in height and/or has a 
circumference of 450mm or less, measured at 
300mm above ground level. 
• In the case of heritage conservation areas, 
trees that are two (2) metres or more in height 
require an application.
• Remove any declared noxious weed.
• Prune any tree harbouring fruit fly or grown for 
its edible fruit, with the exclusion of nut trees.
• Remove any tree species listed on inside page 
as exempt.
• Remove dead trees on private land or any dead 
wood in trees on private land. 

WHAT DO I NEED COUNCIL 
APPROVAL TO DO?

• Prune/remove any private tree not listed on the 
exempt species list and exceeding five (5) metres 
in height or 450mm in trunk girth measured 
300mm from ground level.
• Remove or prune any tree listed on the Urban 
Tree Management Register.
• Prune or remove any tree on Public Land.

WHAT USUALLY DOESN’T 
WARRANT PRUNING OR 
REMOVAL OF TREES?

There are a number of other factors that do not 
usually warrant pruning or removing of trees. 
These include:
• A tree is shedding leaves, fruit, bark, cones or 
twigs.
• Trees causing minor shading.
• Unsupported claims about the health of trees 
and/or branches failing.
• A tree is causing minor structural damage 
such as to footpaths and/or driveways.
• A tree is causing blockages to pipes, unless 
the damage is serious and recurring. 
• Generally Council will not permit the removal 
of trees to improve views.

For further information about any 
of Council’s Tree Management 

Policies or to obtain the 
appropriate forms please visit 

Council’s Website at 
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au

You can also speak to Council’s 
Tree	Management	Officer	

on 9978 4045.

WHAT ARE THE CURRENT 
POLICIES REGARDING TREE 
MANAGEMENT FOR MOSMAN 

COUNCIL?
URBAN FOREST POLICY
The Urban Forest is defined as the totality of trees 
and shrubs all on public and private land in and 
around urban areas (including Bushland, Parkland, 
gardens and streets). Council’s Urban Forest 
Policy recognises that the Urban Forest is a vital 
component to the urban landscape and ecosystem. 
It provides such benefits as natural beauty, climatic 
influence, assets protection and social amenity. 
Please visit Councils website to view this policy in 
full. 

POLICY FOR PRUNING OF TREES ON 
PUBLIC LAND
Whilst trees are an important part of the character 
and amenity of Mosman, Council recognises that 
views are important to some people and a factor 
in influencing property values. The above policy 
aims to provide a compromise between the desire 
for views and the need to retain vegetation in our 
foreshore reserves and bushland areas. These 
areas are important for the preservation of our 
native flora and fauna and amenity of parks and 
reserves. Please visit Council’s website to obtain a 
copy of this policy in full.

The information in this brochure was 
accurate at the time of printing.

Printed  February 2007.

Trees play an important part of our heritage in 
Mosman, for example some of the Fig Trees on 

Balmoral Beach are almost 100 years old.

300mm

If a tree is under 5 metres you need to measure 
the circumference of the tree. To properly 
measure the circumference of a tree, measure 
300mm from the ground up the trunk of the tree, 
then measure the total distance around the 
trunk of the tree, if it is more the 450mm you 
need to submit a TPO to Council for removal or 
pruning..

Trees play an important role in the aesthetic and 
cultural appeal that is so valued in Mosman. Can you 

imagine this image without the tree landscape?


