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President’s Letter 
————— 

Donna Coufal 
—————- 

Dear Friends, 

Only a week ago I wrote the president’s letter on the next page of this Kol offering hope in 
the face of Covid-19. But in a few short days our country has undergone another equally  
dangerous, frightening transformation. We watch the filming of military vehicles rolling 
through the streets of Washington D.C., a president brandishing a bible after militarily 
clearing a peaceful protest for a photo opportunity, in an act of abomination against a 
church that has been a place of comfort, hope and belief for countless people. The pervasive 
racism in our country, in our governance and in our police forces sicken us. Our anxiety and 
our anger are through the roof. We have more moments of hopelessness than inspiration. 

As a congregation we have struggled through loss after loss since Oct 27, 2018. We blame 
ourselves, we blame each other. Our leadership is in flux, we pull in different directions. We 
are having trouble hearing each other. We point fingers. This is what happens when stress 
pushes beyond our threshold of tolerance. 

Please try to remember—we are all good people—we may embody different strengths and 
styles,  but we all love Dor Hadash; we have chosen a congregation that upholds the most 
excellent human values: equality, self-determination, loving kindness and inclusion.          
Remember the first zoom service when we were so relieved and happy to see one another’s 
faces? 

We are working to reach out to our suffering African American friends. We will not let them 
down, and we will work together endlessly to overcome racism in our city and beyond.  

PLEASE let us work to be patient with one another. Try to offer support instead of criticism. 
Can we stop talking about our fear of failing and get used to wandering in the wilderness? 
We are so blessed with a community that wants to care for one another, but also wants to 
reach out and make the world a better place.  

We have a long way to go. These are not times for the weak of spirit. Let us build each other 
up and fight the true enemies: bigotry, violence, hatred and greed. Let us overlook               
occasional missteps with one another and  try to do our best. Let’s look for the best in each 
other and we will save our energy for the tough work ahead. 

With love and respect, 

Donna 
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Dear Rabbi Shelley: Thank You and Good Luck 

 
It’s hard to believe that just 10 months ago we were 
welcoming you into our congregation as our Interim 
Spiritual and Organizational Consultant. We could 
never have guessed how our lives and our world 
were about to change in these few months. We thank 
you for being there for us, for helping us consider 
options for our future and your spiritual support 
during the pandemic. You have touched the lives of 
many of us. Here are a few notes of appreciation 
from our members. 

“I met Rabbi Shelly on the bimah while making my 
first aliya, and she welcomed with all the warmth 
and friendliness of a sister, except she wasn't a sister 
and yet she became my sister at that moment.  I will 
never forget her rare insight, tact, and wisdom and 
will miss her very much.” 

“I feel like I was just beginning to know Rabbi     
Shelley as the virus hit and we moved to Zoom     
services.  While I have enjoyed Rabbi Shelly’s voice, 
I have really appreciated how she radiates both joy 
and calm demeanor  during services.  Nothing seems 
to faze her, which was so calming during the initial 
getting used to online services with all its glitches.  I 
also appreciated both her knowledge and ability to 
explain concepts in straight English and her comfort 
in acknowledging when she didn’t have answer.  I’m 
glad I had the chance to connect these last weeks.” 

 
[Continued on Page 4] 

Rabbi Shelley’s Year with Dor Hadash 

If I can think of it, it isn’t what I want. 
I want . . . I want a ship from some near star 
To land in the yard, and beings to come out 
And think to me: “So this is where you are! 

Come.” Except that they won’t do, 
I thought of them. . . . And yet somewhere there must be 
Something that’s different from everything. 
All that I’ve never thought of – think of me! 

A Sick Child 

by Randall Jarrell 

Dear friends, 

Well, here we are on the flattened curve, but still living 
in a strange and disturbing reality. The beautiful walks 
in the park, the singing birds…my garden looks pretty 
good this year. If only it were that simple. As a commu-
nity we have always been acutely aware of the suffering 
around us, and have always tried to support one anoth-
er. The time of Corona is no different. 

We canceled our refugee Shabbat, the Rodef building 
closed, Bnai Mitzvot went online. Funerals were pri-
vate. Pesach was shared with faraway friends and rela-
tives. We had our first online Shiva service. Visiting the 
sick was prohibited. Gathering was unimaginable. We 
did not support one another through hugs and gather-
ings. Zoom, as awkward as it is,  has kept us connected. 

And just as we feel most spent, when we don’t see a 
way forward--someone gets energized—a new twist to 
a service; trying to use zoom for learning; figuring out 
how we can socialize. The cacophony Kaddish. We 
have adapted to but not complacently accepted this 
new reality. We hope we can learn from this terrible 
time and incorporate the silver linings; people who 
could never physically come to services can now attend 
regularly; far away friends are all of a sudden popping 
up in our Hebrew class. We spend more time at home 
with our families—cooking, baking and going for 
walks. 

[Continued on Page 3] 

President’s Letter 
————— 

Donna Coufal 
—————- 
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PURIMFEST, MARCH 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dor Hadash joyously celebrated its last holiday festival on 
March 9 before the pandemic intervened. It was an extraor-
dinary event, organized under the extraordinary leadership 
of Anna Coufal and Jon Pushinsky.   

The average age of participants was lower than in any other 
service of the year.   It was also appropriately the most 
ebullient, event adding the voices of a multitude of     
youngsters to a collection of Jerry Rabinowitz's groggers. 

Jon and Anna also put together a star-studded cast of      
Megillah readers: Steve Kroser, Ruth and Sy Drescher, 
Roan Hollander, Gil DeBenedetti, Miri Rabinowitz, Sarah 
Kendall,  Jean Clickner, Paul Needle and Debbie Cherry.   

In charge of the creation of  crafts was Karen Morris. The 
abundant Oneg was provided by Judy Grumet and her 
committee. The novel Wheel of Misfortune (and Good   
Fortune) was the creation of  Arthur Lang and some of the 
other students of our school.  

Miri also donated Jerry's noisemakers and funny glasses 
and hats 

Arthur Lang and some of the students helped build the 
wheel at school. 

 
Sy and Ruth Drescher 

[President’s Letter continued] 

And our movement forward as a congregation contin-
ues. We will figure out the High Holidays with remote 
visits from Reb Ezra. We are looking forward to the 
comfort that Rabbi Cheryl can bring to us. By develop-
ing a strategic plan that addresses our diverse needs 
we will blend what we have been and what we can be-
come--we will look different than we ever imagined! 

This has been a rough period in our history. Just as 
changes in our interim leadership are occurring and 
our different needs as congregants have re-emerged,  
the unimaginable has happened. Our lives have been 
changed by the Corona Pandemic. But this time,  the 
whole world took the hit with us. This time we were 
not traumatized alone. We are inextricably connected 
with every human being. Looking at every single cul-
ture and country trying to deal with the exact same 
problem we are dealing with is mind-boggling. We are 
far more alike than different. And hopefully we will 
come to see that among ourselves. Every member of 
our community brings their unique history, personali-
ty and vision. But these differences need not create 
disharmony. 

I have faith in Dor Hadash and our capacity to find 
meaning in our experiences. I believe that we will con-
tinue to  be visited by ideas we could not have imag-
ined. It will take us awhile to regroup, to figure out 
what our gatherings will look like, how we can support 
one another in strengthening our traditions and open-
ing our hearts to new ways of doing things. I pray that 
our members stay healthy. Our children will lead the 
way. They will help us digitize, bring new energy to 
our prayers, and force us to become the Dor Hadash 
that can move into the future.  

As we complete the counting of the Omer, I look for-
ward to the next leg of our journey. 

 

B’shalom, 

Donna 

 

If you would like to write about your experience as a 
Dor Hadash member in the time of Corona, please 
send your writings to Jill Rook or Jim Lenkner. We 
will put them together for the next KOL. 
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An update from Dor Hadash's  
Kehillah Committee 

 

Barb Murock  

 
The Kehillah Committee has found social distancing to 
be a great opportunity for creativity this month.  We 
have introduced virtual refreshments for events.  We 
have provided the finest refreshments for Committee 
and Board Meetings (like tonight), Onegs and Kiddish 
lunches that Dor Hadash has ever had, with everyone’s 
favorites, limited only by their imaginations.  All at no 
cost! 
Seriously, since social gatherings have been put on hold 
indefinitely, we plan to eventually hold a committee 
meeting at some point to discuss ways that we can 
meet our congregation’s needs in this new and ever 
evolving time, set some standards and policies, create 
written guidelines for requesting food for events. Then 
we plan to meet with other relevant committees to co-
ordinate efforts to meet their needs and create a shared 
calendar for planning for food at our events as much as 
possible.  
 
We recently retrieved our abundant supplies of staple 
foods, including juice, crackers, cookies etc., from 
Rodef Shalom and donated them to the East End Coop-
erative Ministry as the shelf life for many things was 
expiring.  They were grateful to receive them for their 
meal programs. 
 
Last month, we assisted in providing food for a family 
in mourning, in lieu of our custom of lovingly bringing 
food to a shiva to provide this comfort and support 
during our time of social isolation.  It is just an exam-
ple of our need to constantly adapt but continue to be 
in community—Kehillah.   

 

[Rabbi Shelley—continued from page 2] 
 
“The candle lighting Kabbalat Shabbat Service was some-
thing I looked forward to.  Given the limits of quarantine, 
I enjoyed the opportunity to spend time with other Dor 
Hadashers .  Rabbi Shelley was an ideal leader.  She made 
everyone feel welcome (addressed us by name), led the 
singing and prayers nicely, and encouraged people to 
share highlights of their week.  It was a treat to light can-
dles together, each of us in her own house, and a pleasant 
way to end the week.” 
 
“Rabbi Shelley, I live alone and thanks to your participa-
tion I was able to participate via Zoom in Shabbat services 
with fellow congregants.  Your guidance provided me a 
release of tension and anxiety and brought me joy during 
this difficult time of isolation.  I wish you much good 
times as you and your family move East.  May you all be 
safe and well.” 
 
“I liked R’Shelly’s Presence: her open and friendly way 
with me and with others; the comfort I felt with her. Also, 
I enjoyed our Zoom sessions with her: the Shabbat Candle 
lighting and the study of Pirkei Avot. This is a book that I 
would not have looked at had it not been for her bringing 
it to adult ed. and so I am grateful to her providing me an-
other link with our tradition.” 
 
You will be starting your new position as Rabbi for Kesher 
Israel Congregation in West Chester, Pennsylvania in just 
a few short weeks after your last weekend with us. We 
can’t imagine the challenge of leading a congregation in 
the middle of a pandemic. We hope you find meaning and 
fulfillment in this new challenge. We might be lucky 
enough to be able to Zoom into your services from time to 
time. Thank you for all of your time, energy and kindness. 
 

Best Regards, 

Congregation Dor Hadash 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our last "in person" service was the B'nai Mitzvahs of  
Talia Tru Rentschler and Bodhi K Saft Rentschler on 
March 14.  
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Pandemic 
 

by Lynn Ungar  
 

What if you thought of it 
as the Jews consider the Sabbath— 

the most sacred of times? 
Cease from travel. 

Cease from buying and selling. 
Give up, just for now, 

on trying to make the world 
different than it is. 

Sing. Pray. Touch only those 
to whom you commit your life. 

Center down. 
And when your body has become still, 

reach out with your heart. 
Know that we are connected 

in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 
(You could hardly deny it now.) 

Know that our lives 
are in one another’s hands. 

(Surely, that has come clear.) 
Do not reach out your hands. 

Reach out your heart. 
Reach out your words. 

Reach out all the tendrils 
of compassion that move, invisibly, 

where we cannot touch. 
Promise this world your love— 

for better or for worse, 
in sickness and in health, 
so long as we all shall live. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purim 2020 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantor Julie during a Zoom Bat Mtivah 
------------------ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thus, began our contract with Cantor Julie Newman 
this past year.  And thus, it is with a heavy heart that 
we report that Cantor Julie and the board have decid-
ed not to pursue renewing her contract beyond this 
year. Throughout this year, we have been blessed with 
Julie’s spirit, her deep knowledge of Jewish music, and 
her desire to help us through this difficult transition.  

It has not been easy:  we have been rooted in our ways; 
we have held tightly to our minhagim.  We have been 
challenged by sanctuary spaces that are too large, with 
bad acoustics, by having to learn new  mic systems, 
and by an ever-changing schedule. And yet, each Shab-
bat when she joined us, Cantor Julie came with an 
open heart to help our community heal and move for-
ward.  

Cantor Julie, on behalf of the congregation, we thank 
you for your service to Dor Hadash and for helping us 
to define a path of spiritual growth.  

 

The Executive Committee 

The writers of the Bible called the relation-
ship between God and the Jewish people a 
brit (covenant), which is also used to signify 
a solemn pact between individuals. The 
term implies mutuality, and suggests that 
each party in a relationship has obligations 
toward the other. In addition to being a 
contractual record of promises, a brit is a 
combination of expectations, trust, loyalty 
and affection. 

Enjoying our Last Few 

Months with Cantor Julie 
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If someone had told me that there would come a time 
when I would spend my Wednesday afternoons sitting 
in my home office, going from class to class during   
virtual “Zoom” sessions, I would have thought they 
were coming up with an obscure, futurist fantasy      
education theory. Well, here we are as we all juggle the 
new normal of life during COVID-19.  

I’m so thankful to the coronavirus preparedness com-
mittee that was immediately set up and led by Dana 
Kellerman. This valuable and well informed committee 
took action and made recommendations enabling us to 
move forward.  

On March 14 we celebrated at Rodef Shalom the B’nai 
Mitzvahs of Talia and Bodhi Rentschler. It was such a 
beautiful Simcha, and we all quickly adapted to new 
hygiene, handwashing, and spreading out in Levy Hall.  

Bodhi and Talia savored every moment and were truly 
grateful they could embrace their Simcha and be with 
family and community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In early March, we had a lovely Purim Megillah reading 
led by Anna Coufal and John Pushinsky. There was 
much Ru’ach and fun for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then made Hamentashen that Wednesday, as it was 
Shushan Purim. So much fun was had in the kitchen as 
we rolled, baked, and filled with the help of our teens. 
That week we knew we might have to go to some sort of 
virtual or online school, but no one expected it to hap-
pen so quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also added-one-on one tutoring for some of our 
students to support their work with Hebrew. It is very 
challenging to teach Hebrew in a virtual session, and we 
are grateful to our assistants Roan Hollender and Talia 
Boden who engage with our students weekly as well.  

I have found an incredible support group from my  fel-
low Reconstructionist Educators around the country. 
We are a group who used to meet every few months, and 
we connected for a few weeks in a row as we are all navi-
gating a new normal.               

We reflect on B’nai Israel as they wandered in the desert 
for 40 years on their journey to the Promised Land. We 
are also on a journey. A journey to do what is right for 
our communities to protect the health of all as best we 
can. Our students understand this, and I often hear 
them express during their classes how grateful they are 
for the nurses, doctors, and essential workers. They get 
it, and our goal is to be there for them as a school com-
munity and congregation.  

 

[Continued on page 7] 

Dor Hadash Religious School  
Karen Morris, Principal 



Kol    April — May — June 2020                                                                                                                                                         Page 7 

 

[Religious School News Continued from Page 6] 

As we enter in May and the close of our school year we 
take a moment to thank our incredible educators who 
have brought their spirit, endurance, flexibility, and crea-
tivity to our children this year. We are extremely grateful 
for all they do.  

Dor Hadash Religious School is a very special place for 
learning and exploring through the lenses of Recon-
structing Judaism. Please spread the word so we can wel-
come new students and families into our school, and our 
congregation.  

We took a week to organize, learn how to use Zoom, and 
get our families organized to move into a virtual learning 
environment that no one planned for, nor was trained to 
do. Daily, weekly, and now monthly.  

I am grateful and amazed by our teachers and assistants. 
They have risen to the occasion. Those first few weeks 
feel a bit fuzzy to me now, as we were all in some sort of 
state of shock. We now have a routine and cherish our 
weekly sessions with our students. Attendance has been 
excellent, and our teachers learn new ways to engage 
with their students in this new learning environment. 

In addition to our weekly Zoom 
classes which will continue to 
the third week of May, we have 
had special Zoom sessions and 
services. Cantor Julie and I led a 
musical Passover program the 
Sunday before Passover. Our 
Mitzvah class participated in a  
Yom Hashoah Memorial ceremony. In honor of Yom 
Ha’atma’ut (Israel’s Independence Day), our Mitzvah 
Class spent some time getting to know Israeli teens. It 
was a nice exchange, and we hope to connect together 
again. Our 1st - 3rd grade families participated in a Shab-
bat Morning Singing service with their teacher. Our 
4th/5th graders are now preparing for their participation 
in a congregation  

Friday night Shabbat service. We hope you can join us as 
they share interpretive artwork of the Ma’ariv (evening) 
service at 7:30 PM on May 22nd.  

 

Please feel free to be in touch with me anytime via email 

to learn more about our school.   

kmorris@dorhadash.net 

 
 
 

Memorialization Planning 
 
As the Dor Hadash representative on the Steering 
Committee of the 10/27 Healing Partnership, I am 
pleased to report that the federal grant applied for by 
the Pittsburgh Jewish community under the terms of 
the Department of Justice’s Antiterrorism and Emer-
gency Assistance Program has been granted.  The 
funds have been transferred to the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delinquency, which has 
been designated as the agent for the grant, responsi-
ble for accounting and disbursement.  The overall 
grant is for $3.86 million, of which $140,090 is des-
ignated for Dor Hadash, for specified reimbursement 
and future expenses through October 2021.  I will be 
working with Donna, Rob Kraftowitz, and Jim Silver, 
to obtain and account for the funds.   
 
The 10/27 Healing Partnership has also begun a se-
ries of educational webinars regarding the process of 
memorialization.  The first webinar was held on May 
20 and featured a presentation by Heather Dearman 
and Lydia Taft, who were both involved in the crea-
tion of the permanent memorial in Aurora, CO fol-
lowing the 2012 movie theater shooting.   After a 
moving and informative presentation by Heather and 
Lydia, we divided into “breakout” rooms, with one for 
each congregation and one for families of the victims, 
so that we could share our thoughts and begin a dis-
cussion about the priorities and considerations that 
we would like to guide the process of memorialization 
in Pittsburgh.  The presentation portion of the webi-
nar can be found on the “members only” page of the 
Dor Hadash website. 
 
Our second webinar is scheduled for June 10 at 7pm 
and will feature a presentation by Clifford Chanin, 
Executive Vice President and Deputy Director for 
Museum Programs at the 9/11 Memorial Museum.  
As with the first webinar, a presentation of 
approximately one hour will be followed by breakout 
sessions for each of the congregations and for the 
families.  I encourage everyone who is interested in 
the memorialization process to attend. 
 
Jo Recht 
 
Video can be found at the Dor Hadash members web page. 

mailto:kmorris@dorhadash.net
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This is How We Gather   

 
Jim Lenkner 

 

 

 

Sarah Nixon 

 

 

 

 

           Stella Kir  

 

 

 
Dor Hadash held two Zoom B’Nai Mitzvahs in May. Stella 
Kir and Sarah Nixon both received their Talits, read from 
the Torah and spoke of their commitment to honoring 
Jewish teaching wherever and with whatever tools they 
may have. Family and friends joined from locations 
around the country. Cantor Julie Newman, Hal Grinberg, 
Wendy Kobee and Lara Putnam replicated the traditional 
Dor Hadash service as closely as possible. These services 
seem to become truly meaningful as a direct result of the 
effort made by everyone to participate.  

The same is true of the weekly Torah Study and service led 
by Dan Leger and co-led by a number of members and 
Rabbi Doris Dyen. The weekly attendance has been sur-
prising. Recently the Ritual committee started Kaddish 
prayers online as well. While not daily, on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays Ray Engel and others invite members to 
form a virtual minyan. 

For the near future we will expand the use of Zoom to in-
clude as many new events as possible. Email will continue 
to be our primary method of tapping you on the shoulder. 
But we also invite more letters and voices to be heard for 
both the website and Kol. Please drop me a note if you are 
willing to help with publishing the Kol, write an article or 
op ed, or assist with website content. (Any volunteers to 
become Kol editor?)  

We also want to sincerely thank Jill Rook who has  man-
aged the mountain of email messaging that has become so 
critical to Dor Hadash. Few of us can appreciate the many 
hours spent each week organizing and publishing these 
regular email blasts.  

As we look to the upcoming year, the current plans are 
for online High Holy Days. Hard to imagine. Reb Ezra 
has agreed to lead from afar. We will take the virtual 
bus then, walk up that steep hill to get to High Holy 
Days secure in our bonds of membership. The ritual 
committee and board welcome creative ideas for mak-
ing this new kind of service venue the best it can be for 
all of us. 

When we are both shut in and shut out of places         
familiar and holy, we grieve. But we have proven that 
our  efforts to connect, speak and write with greater in-
tentionality sustains and distinguishes us as a congrega-
tion.  

(jlenkner@dorhadash.net) 

 

 
 

From the Learning and Program 
Committee… 

 
As this seemingly unending quarantine continues, 
many of us are looking for new ways to spend our time.  
If you are interested in the history of the Pittsburgh and 
Western Pennsylvania Jewish communities—perhaps 
you have family roots here--there exist some                
remarkable online resources. The Pittsburgh Jewish 
Newspaper Project, at Carnegie Mellon University,   
offers searchable access to English language Pittsburgh 
Jewish newspapers from 1895 through 1975.  Drawing 
on materials from the Rauh Jewish History Program 
and Archives, the website Generation to Generation 
documents regional Jewish families and communities. 
The website also offers a searchable database of over 
50,000 Jewish burials from regional Jewish cemeteries.  
These resources are valuable for family historians and 
others who want to know more about the region’s past. 

https://digitalcollections.library.cmu.edu/portal/collections/pjn/index.jsp
https://digitalcollections.library.cmu.edu/portal/collections/pjn/index.jsp
http://www.jewishfamilieshistory.org/
http://www.jewishfamilieshistory.org/cemeteries/
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Regarding Current Events 
 
Congregation Dor Hadash, the City of Pittsburgh’s only 
Jewish congregation associated with the Reconstructionist 
movement, recognizes social justice as a core value. We 
are committed to advancing that value through the com-
mandment of tikkun olam, repair of the world. Consistent 
with our sacred texts, we therefore join faith groups from 
around the world, Jewish and non-Jewish alike, in mourn-
ing and decrying the violent untimely death of George 
Floyd at the hands of law enforcement. George Floyd is 
the latest in a growing list of persons of color whose lives 
have been needlessly cut short.  

The Torah commands us: “Justice, Justice shalt thou pur-
sue” (Deut. 16:20). We therefore willingly stand with and 
fully support our brothers and sisters who exercise their 
legal rights to peacefully protest the cycle of violence 
against people of color and minorities in general. Such 
protests represent a truly American means of effectuating 
necessary change so that all of the Creator’s children can 
walk the streets safely, inhabit their homes securely and 
educate their children in an environment conducive to 
learning.  

We decry the use of holy books and symbols by national 
leaders and others to sow division and spread hatred. The 
scriptures of all faiths promote peace and compassion. 
Those who exploit the Bible for other purposes and empty 
photo opportunities neither elevate holy purposes nor ad-
vance public welfare. Rather, they demean that which is 
sacred. Such conduct is contrary to our teachings.  

We call upon our leaders to unify, not divide; and to pur-
sue a shared vision of the future that enables all persons, 
regardless of color, religion, ethnic group, orientation and 
gender, to realize the benefits of the American dream. The 
prophet Micah instructed as to what the Creator expects of 
us: “Only to do justice And to love goodness, And to walk 
modestly with your G-d” (Micah 6:8).  

 
Dor Hadash Ritual Committee  

How Long Will This Go On? 

Congregation Dor Hadash is appalled by the horrific 
murders of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor and the 
ongoing violence and racism perpetrated against Black 
people in our nation and our community.  We commit 
to work with all who seek to repair our community 
and country by dismantling  systemic racism and ad-
dressing police violence.   We do this as part of the Re-
constructing Judaism movement.  As the Reconstruc-
tionist Rabbinical Association wrote:  “ As our hearts 
are broken yet again by the images and stories of the 
unjustifiable loss of innocent black and brown lives at 
the hands of law enforcement, the words of the psalm-
ist ring bitterly familiar: “ad matai — how long will 
this go on?! … How long will you feed your people 
tears as their daily bread, making them drink great 
measures of tears?” (Psalm 80:5-6).  This injustice is 
not just the fault of a few bad cops but of a badly bro-
ken policing system.” (Standing Up for Racial Justice 
and Against Racial Violence) 

Members of our community are privileged to know 
that, for the most part, our interactions with police 
will be courteous and we can rely on them to provide 
needed protection.  We want law enforcement to treat 
every citizen and every community with this degree 
of  respect and dignity. Sadly, we know that for too 
many of our Black and Brown neighbors this is not the 
case.  

On June 1st, the Pittsburgh Police shot tear gas into a 
small group of peaceful protestors on Centre Ave-
nue.  Many, including one of our own members, were 
assaulted and tear-gassed, left choking and gasping 
for breath.   We are appalled by the level of violence 
visited on citizens peaceably assembled to protest.  We 
welcome the investigation by Mayor Peduto and Police 
Chief Schubert into this terrible event and ask that the 
civilian and police leadership assure that policies, 
training, and practices of front-line officers ensure 
that they will respect the First Amendment rights of 
all Pittsburghers to gather and to protest throughout 
the city. 

We commit to work with advocates for change in the 
Use of Force policies that guide police action through-
out our state and to support efforts of legislators at the 
local, county, state and federal levels to assure that 
actions that led to the deaths of George Floyd and  
Antwon Rose do not recur.  

[Continued on Page 10] 
 

Congregational Statements 

Congregational Statements have been reviewed and     

approved by the full board. 

https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/news/standing-up-for-racial-justice-and-against-racial-violence
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/news/standing-up-for-racial-justice-and-against-racial-violence
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STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE 
 

By now, many of you have heard about or read the 
email about the proposal for a strategic planning pro-
cess at Dor Hadash.  Briefly, in March, the board au-
thorized a committee to develop a plan for us to devel-
op a strategic plan.  The Executive Committee and full 
board reviewed the committee’s proposal and asked us 
to let everyone in the congregation know about this 
pending decision.  The full board voted to approve 
moving forward with the planning process which will 
begin this summer and should be completed by the end 
of the year.   

We see this as a great opportunity for Dor Hadash to 
plot our future.  We have the need, the support, and the 
resources to make this happen.  But we need you!  The 
core of planning is hearing from everyone because we 
want the congregation to meet the needs of all mem-
bers.    Everyone counts! 

So we hope you will take the time to contact a commit-
tee member if you have concerns or questions about 
the process and that you will link into the board meet-
ing if you are interested.  Respond to the survey, partic-
ipate in small group discussions, and make your voice 
heard. 

 
Strategic Planning Committee: 
 
Co-chairs 
Carolyn Ban 
Melvin P. Melnick, Dor Hadash VP for Administration 
 
Members 
Robert Kraftowitz, Bruce Herschlag, Sarah Angrist, 
Abigail Horn, Matthew Nicotra, Deane Root 

Juneteenth 

On June 19, 1865 [two and a half years AFTER the Eman-
cipation Proclamation] Union troops freed the last slaves 
in Galveston, Texas.  On the steps of the Lincoln Memori-
al in 1963 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. shared his dream 
for America’s future, but highlighted the nation’s debt: 
‘When the architects of our republic wrote the magnifi-
cent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of   
Independence they were signing a promissory note to 
which every American was to fall heir. … It is obvious to-
day that America has defaulted on this promissory note 
insofar as her citizens of color are concerned.  …     We 
refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt.  We 
refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the 
great vaults of opportunity of this nation.’  The legal end 
to the Jim Crow segregation that pervaded the country 
through the Reconstruction and into the racism of the 
twentieth century, the civil rights movement and legisla-
tion of the 1960s would not have gained momentum with 
just the eloquent words of Dr. King.  Without Malcolm X 
and Stokely Carmichael. Without protests, and, yes, civil 
unrest … there would have been no progress. 
 
This country would not be the country it is, either fiscally, 
technologically, or culturally without the 400+ year con-
tributions of people of color. And yet, the institutions of 
racism built into the foundations of this great country re-
main to be dismantled.  If a person of color cannot run 
through their neighborhood without being assaulted and 
killed … are our streets safe?  If a person can’t rest in their 
home without fear of having the door smashed down and 
being shot … are our homes protected?  If a person can-
not count on their police to SERVE and protect, and must 
fear for their lives at the hands of 4 officers … do we have 
a just system?   
 
We must support our brothers and sisters of 
#BlackLivesMatter.  On this Juneteenth, 2020 we see the 
promissory note  as yet unfulfilled.  We will continue to 
write, petition, speak, and march with our hearts, souls 
and bodies for Justice for All.   
 

Dr. Nathaniel ‘Chip’ Myers 

The ideas expressed in this article are those of the author.   

[How Long …..  Continued from Page 9] 

Accountability increases the safety of both the public 
and police officers and protects the many officers who 
do their job well and seek to support and serve all citi-
zens with respect.  

Dor Hadash also commits to actively work with others 
in the Jewish community and the many organizations 
led by people of color that have long advocated for anti-
racist policies and practices to address the consequenc-
es of systemic racism that is our nation’s legacy.  In the 
words of the Reconstructing Judaism statement, we do 
this “with the kavanah (intention) of rededicating our-
selves to the well-being of Jews of Color and People of 
Color in our communities.”  We know that we have 
much to learn and much work to do. 

Social Action Committee 

A Personal Viewpoint 
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Wednesday and Thursday Evening Kaddish 
 6:30 PM (ZOOM Meeting) 
 

Zoom link is on the members-only website page 
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login   

   
 ZOOM Meeting ID: 958 4601 6599 
 Participate by phone: (877) 853-5247  
 

  
 

             June 12  – 7:30 PM (ZOOM Meeting)  

Teacher Appreciation Shabbat Service 

Service Leader: Cantor Julie Newman 
 

Zoom link is on the members-only web page 
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login   

  
 
 
             June 13, 20, 27  – 10:00 AM  

(ZOOM Meeting) 

Shabbat Morning Service and Torah Study 

           Collaboratively Led 
 

Zoom link is on the members-only web page 
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login   

  
 ZOOM Meeting ID: 646 471 122 
 Password: 5780 
 Participate by phone: (646) 558-8656 
 
  
 
June 14—10:00 AM   (ZOOM Meeting) 

Dor Hadash Board Meeting  
 All members are welcome to attend 
 

Zoom link is on the members-only website page 
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login   

 
 ZOOM Meeting ID: 894 1870 0517 
 Password: 5780  
 Participate by phone: (646) 558-8656 
 

  
           
 

Event and Service Schedule 
  

             June 26  – 7:30 PM (ZOOM Meeting) 

Teacher Appreciation Shabbat Service 

Service Leader: Cantor Julie Newman 
 

Zoom link is on the members-only web page 
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login 

 
 

            

  July 10 – 7:30 PM (ZOOM Meeting)  

Evening Shabbat Service 

Service Leader: Hal Grinberg 
            Speaker: Ray Engel 
 

Zoom link is on the members-only web page 
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login   

 
 
 

July 11, 18, 25  – 10:00 AM  
(ZOOM Meeting) 

Torah Study followed by Shabbat Service 

Service Leader: Dan Leger, Rabbi Doris Dyen  
                              and others at different times 
 

Zoom link is on the members-only web page 
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login   

  
 ZOOM Meeting ID: 646 471 122 
 Password: 5780 
 Participate by phone: (646) 558-8656 
 
 
 
July 29, 30  – Tisha B’av  

(ZOOM Meeting) 

Leader: Hal Grinberg 

Look for details in congregational emails and website 
 
 
 
Note: Zoom meetings are added frequently. Check the 
members-only webpage and emails for updates.  
Changes and additions to ZOOM login credentials are 
sometimes made.  

https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login
https://www.dorhadash.net/member-login
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Yahrzeits April 2020 Yahrzeits May 2020 

Name 
English 

Date 
Hebrew 

Date 
This Year 

Isadore Angrist 3/23/1953 7 Nisan 4/1/2020 

Laura M. Colker 4/13/1970 7 Nisan 4/1/2020 

Tim King 4/11/2011 7 Nisan 4/1/2020 

Abe Roth 3/29/2004 7 Nisan 4/1/2020 

Joseph Rubenstein 3/23/2010 8 Nisan 4/2/2020 

C. Kenneth Leavitt 3/31/2012 8 Nisan 4/2/2020 

Mark McKibben 4/8/2014 8 Nisan 4/2/2020 

Harry Artman 4/1/1974 9 Nisan 4/3/2020 

Alexander Klahr 4/1/1985 10 Nisan 4/4/2020 

David Miller 3/22/1975 10 Nisan 4/4/2020 

Michael Engel 4/13/2003 11 Nisan 4/5/2020 

Leon Spiegel 3/31/2015 11 Nisan 4/5/2020 

Edith B Grinberg 4/7/2017 11 Nisan 4/5/2020 

Bernard Mizel 4/4/1974 12 Nisan 4/6/2020 

Kay Kurz 4/2/2015 13 Nisan 4/7/2020 

Sylvia Rose Weinraub 3/30/1999 13 Nisan 4/7/2020 

Ruth Spodeck 4/4/1996 15 Nisan 4/9/2020 

Rita Anne Conn 4/13/2006 15 Nisan 4/9/2020 

Edgar Silver 4/17/2003 15 Nisan 4/9/2020 

Luella Mattes 4/14/2006 16 Nisan 4/10/2020 

Alfred Polack 3/28/1956 16 Nisan 4/10/2020 

Michael Rubin 4/21/2011 17 Nisan 4/11/2020 

Paul Pushinsky 4/9/2012 17 Nisan 4/11/2020 

Natalie Friedberg 4/3/2018 18 Nisan 4/12/2020 

Dora Freedman 4/26/1997 19 Nisan 4/13/2020 

Casper Sampson 4/9/2015 20 Nisan 4/14/2020 

Helen Braunstein 4/17/1979 20 Nisan 4/14/2020 

Jennie Drill 4/14/1982 21 Nisan 4/15/2020 

Beatrice Sadowsky 4/26/2008 21 Nisan 4/15/2020 

Ruth Martin 4/15/1982 22 Nisan 4/16/2020 

William Sherman 4/22/2006 24 Nisan 4/18/2020 

James Colker 4/29/2019 24 Nisan 4/18/2020 

Isador Friedman 5/1/1951 25 Nisan 4/19/2020 

Will Steger 4/22/2017 26 Nisan 4/20/2020 

Paul Brown 4/12/1999 26 Nisan 4/20/2020 

Earl Surloff 4/29/1992 26 Nisan 4/20/2020 

Paul Brown 4/12/1999 26 Nisan 4/20/2020 

Ruth M. Silver 4/15/2007 27 Nisan 4/21/2020 

Myrle T. Spiegel 4/16/2015 27 Nisan 4/21/2020 

Isadore Benjamin Flicop 4/20/1947 30 Nisan 4/24/2020 

William Elinoff 4/10/2013 30 Nisan 4/24/2020 

Dorothy Dattner Stern 4/19/1988 2 Iyyar 4/26/2020 

Edward Lieberman 5/4/1976 4 Iyyar 4/28/2020 

Jerry Skolnick 4/28/2009 4 Iyyar 4/28/2020 

Minnie Fertman 4/18/1964 6 Iyyar 4/30/2020 

Name 
English 

Date 
Hebrew 

Date 
This Year 

Jean L. Speyer 4/29/2012 7 Iyyar 5/1/2020 

Pauline Colker 4/22/2018 7 Iyyar 5/1/2020 

Mildred Kuntz 4/27/2015 8 Iyyar 5/2/2020 

David Stearns 5/12/1981 8 Iyyar 5/2/2020 

Rhonda Silver 4/23/2002 11 Iyyar 5/5/2020 

Benjamin Colker 5/6/1990 11 Iyyar 5/5/2020 

Diana Gershfeld 4/25/1991 11 Iyyar 5/5/2020 

Benjamin Colker 5/6/1990 11 Iyyar 5/5/2020 

Lew Gumerman 5/4/2004 13 Iyyar 5/7/2020 

George Weitz 4/25/2002 13 Iyyar 5/7/2020 

June Delano 5/14/2014 14 Iyyar 5/8/2020 

Mary Marks 5/16/2003 14 Iyyar 5/8/2020 

George Weintraub 5/19/1962 15 Iyyar 5/9/2020 

Susan Sampson 5/9/1982 16 Iyyar 5/10/2020 

Miriam Leiffand Gusky 5/23/1997 16 Iyyar 5/10/2020 

David Stern 5/13/2017 17 Iyyar 5/11/2020 

David Segel 5/13/2017 17 Iyyar 5/11/2020 

David Engel 5/26/2016 18 Iyyar 5/12/2020 

Myron George Cohen 5/11/1974 19 Iyyar 5/13/2020 

Pauline Zlatis Bloomstone 5/1/1964 19 Iyyar 5/13/2020 

Sylvia Glaser 5/13/2001 20 Iyyar 5/14/2020 

Sylvia Glaser 5/13/2001 20 Iyyar 5/14/2020 

Jean Arin 5/17/2017 21 Iyyar 5/15/2020 

Beth Friedberg 5/13/1974 21 Iyyar 5/15/2020 

Karen Abelson 5/19/1960 22 Iyyar 5/16/2020 

Joseph Gusky 5/14/1974 22 Iyyar 5/16/2020 

Karen Abelson 5/19/1960 22 Iyyar 5/16/2020 

Saul Narotsky 5/20/2017 24 Iyyar 5/18/2020 

Nathan Sadowsky 5/30/1989 25 Iyyar 5/19/2020 

Sergio DeBenedetti 5/6/1994 25 Iyyar 5/19/2020 

Paul Zuckerman 5/18/2012 26 Iyyar 5/20/2020 

Betsy Sachs 5/9/2002 27 Iyyar 5/21/2020 

Sadye Goldstein 6/6/1967 27 Iyyar 5/21/2020 

Gloria Bogen 5/21/2001 28 Iyyar 5/22/2020 

Nina Cohen 6/1/2011 28 Iyyar 5/22/2020 

Lena Friedman 5/15/1980 29 Iyyar 5/23/2020 

Dorothy Natterson Maas 6/7/1986 29 Iyyar 5/23/2020 

Eve Feinstein 5/16/1999 1 Sivan 5/24/2020 

Harry Resnick 5/29/1971 5 Sivan 5/28/2020 

Richard Zachery Prise 6/10/2019 7 Sivan 5/30/2020 

Matilda Clauss 6/5/2014 7 Sivan 5/30/2020 
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 Yahrzeits June 2020 

Name 
English 

Date 
Hebrew 

Date 
This Year 

Aaron Margolis 6/2/1952 9 Sivan 6/1/2020 

Ruth Kross 5/26/2007 9 Sivan 6/1/2020 

Florence Coleman 6/1/2001 10 Sivan 6/2/2020 

Mildred Spiegel 6/14/2008 11 Sivan 6/3/2020 

Hermoine Rubin Zeilinger 6/1/2012 11 Sivan 6/3/2020 

Hermoine Zeilinger 6/1/2012 11 Sivan 6/3/2020 

William Bloomstone 6/1/1969 15 Sivan 6/7/2020 

Steven Singer 6/13/2014 15 Sivan 6/7/2020 

Max Kuntz 5/27/1964 16 Sivan 6/8/2020 

Herman Braunstein 6/9/1971 16 Sivan 6/8/2020 

Sophia Hirsh 6/17/1984 17 Sivan 6/9/2020 

Lillian Kaplan Klahr 6/8/1982 17 Sivan 6/9/2020 

Jonathan Shimm 6/20/2008 17 Sivan 6/9/2020 

Shirley Seiner Silverman 6/6/1993 17 Sivan 6/9/2020 

Sophia Hirsh 6/17/1984 17 Sivan 6/9/2020 

Shirley Farbman 6/3/2007 17 Sivan 6/9/2020 

Geraldine Klein Sadowsky 6/18/1984 18 Sivan 6/10/2020 

Maurice Louis Zigmond 6/12/1998 18 Sivan 6/10/2020 

Robert Blair 6/17/1995 19 Sivan 6/11/2020 

Lillian G. Towne 6/23/2008 20 Sivan 6/12/2020 

Lillian Gertrude Towne 6/23/2008 20 Sivan 6/12/2020 

Sophie Skolnick 6/15/1979 20 Sivan 6/12/2020 

Jerome Chelemer 6/22/2003 22 Sivan 6/14/2020 

Marion Ellis 6/11/1993 22 Sivan 6/14/2020 

Frances Gertrude Fertman 6/20/2014 22 Sivan 6/14/2020 

Sarah Roth 6/16/1990 23 Sivan 6/15/2020 

David Perlman 6/9/2007 23 Sivan 6/15/2020 

Natalie Forman 6/19/2017 25 Sivan 6/17/2020 

Hugo Selig 6/15/1985 26 Sivan 6/18/2020 

Olga Faddy 6/11/1999 27 Sivan 6/19/2020 

Tillie Ungar Bails 6/29/1992 28 Sivan 6/20/2020 

Saul Bleiweiss 6/18/1985 29 Sivan 6/21/2020 

Nora McCardell 6/24/1998 30 Sivan 6/22/2020 

Walter Jetter 6/29/1995 1 Tammuz 6/23/2020 

Evelyn Baumann 6/20/2004 1 Tammuz 6/23/2020 

Morris Kross 6/29/2006 3 Tammuz 6/25/2020 

Sandor Weiss 6/21/1966 3 Tammuz 6/25/2020 

Nathan Belle 6/26/1971 3 Tammuz 6/25/2020 

Sandor Weiss 6/21/1966 3 Tammuz 6/25/2020 

Marge Schwager 7/7/2008 4 Tammuz 6/26/2020 

Anita Berne 6/30/2017 6 Tammuz 6/28/2020 

Henry Fischhoff 6/24/2015 7 Tammuz 6/29/2020 

Margo Lieberman 6/21/2018 8 Tammuz 6/30/2020 

Blanche Brown 6/18/2002 8 Tammuz 6/30/2020 

Dan Ziff 6/29/2012 9 Tammuz 7/1/2020 

John Kershman 6/24/1950 9 Tammuz 7/1/2020 

Ester Mandelker 7/16/2005 9 Tammuz 7/1/2020 

Contributions 

Chai Fund 
Daniel Berkowitz 
Cindy Goodman  & Scott Leib 
Meira Gummerman 
Bernard Goldstein & Russelyn Carruth 
Wendy Kobee & Michael Thompson 
Jeff Ruder & Erin Pierce 
John Ryan 
Audrey Schoenwald 
Barbara Wein 
 
In Memory of Bruce Bleiweiss 
Nancy Levine 
Janey Zeilinger 
Janey & Ziff Zeilinger 
 
In Memory of Abby Kraftowitz 
Norma Altman 
Elissa Hirsh 
Melvin & Susan Melnick 
Carol Shubert 
 
In Memory of Joel Merenstein 
Joanne Stein Letlow 
 
In Memory of Jerry Rabinowitz 
John Kudrna 
 
In Memory of Betty Segal 
Nancy Levine   

In Memory of Herb Yanowitz 
Nancy Levine 
Jonathan Weinkle 
Robert and Nancy Rosenthal 
Jay and Ellen Werb 
Stephen and Maxine Fisher 
Dolores and Leo Sandman 
David and Hedy Hirsch 
 
In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Karen Belson 
Allen and Linda Selig 
 
General Donations 
Napolena Chester 
David Sun 
Dr. James Evans 
Donna & Jim Lenkner 
John Ryan  
 
Yahrzeit of Renny Selig 
Allen & Linda Selig 
   
In Honor of Deanne Root  
Tarr-Heller Family (Laurie, Mike, Ben, Sam) 
 
In Honor of Judy Yanowitz 
Tarr-Heller Family (Laurie, Mike, Ben, Sam) 
 
In Honor of Doris Dyen and Dan Leger 
Monica Maghrak 


