
 

 

THE VOICE OF CONGREGATION DOR HADASH   
An Affiliate of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation 

Volume 53 Number 45                November—December 2019 // Cheshvan — Kislev 5780 

Ebb and Flow 
----------- 

Donna Coufal - President 
 ----------- 

Dear friends, 

We have had to contend with Cheryl and Hal’s re-
tirements, a new building… but Tu B’Shevat on 
Ice? 

Our Hanukkah plans were dashed since the 
Schenley Rink will be under construction, but    
before you could say “Dreydl, Dreydl. Dreydl”, 
Karen Morris, our new principal had reserved the 
Rodef kitchen for latke-making and the plans for 
our party on Wednesday Dec 18 are underway and 
the skating party moved to February! 

But don’t start grating potatoes yet. The weekend 
of Dec 6-8 we will be holding parlor meetings with 
the board and Rabbi Shelley. These meetings are 
designed to discuss what is most meaningful and 
what is most needed to make this congregation ful-
filling for each of us . 

I wrote the above and then got stuck. What else do 
I talk about? Do I talk about all the Social Action 
work we are doing? Do I talk about the many dif-
ferent services and service leaders and the hard 
work of our committees? Do I return to the conver-
sation that has dominated the past year? 

 

 

 

 

Continues on page 4, “President”  

Religious School Off to a Busy Start 
----------- 

Karen Morris - Principal 
 ----------- 

 

As I write this article for the Kol, we just enjoyed our 
first class participation Shabbat for this school year, on 
November 15. Our Mitzvah class participated in their 
first Friday night service. Our students decided to add 
instrumental music to the Shalom Aleichem. Cantor 
Julie Newman was joined with a violin and clarinet. 
The students also led some other Friday night prayers, 
and an English reading. Following services, we joined 
together for blessings. Our children were blessed with 
the help of Rabbi Shelley Goldman, we sang Kiddush, a 
few students led netilat yadayim, followed by Motzi. 
We then enjoyed a delicious potluck dinner.  

It has been a busy three months since we began classes 
the first week of September. We have 21 families in our 
school this year, four of which belong to Tree of 
Life*Or L’Simcha Congregation. Our students are di-
vided into three mixed aged classrooms. We have three 
teachers, two college-aged assistants, and three teen 
assistants. Some of our teens volunteer their time to en-
rich our school. Four of our staff are graduates of Dor 
Hadash Religious School, and one from Torah Lishmah 
Community (the school of Tree of Life* Or L’Simcha) 
all are very proud to be with the younger generation, 
and making a difference.  

A highlight from October was our Sukkot Potluck din-
ner after school on the Wednesday during Sukkot. Even 
though the weather was wet and rainy, it let up enough 
in the late afternoon, that we were able to be in the suk-
kah for the lulav/etrog blessings and shaking. We also 
got to read a special prayer relating the symbolism of 
the lulav and etrog to our lives today. We joined togeth-
er inside for a lovely potluck. This gave our families 
and congregants a chance to mingle.  

In commemoration of October 27, we held a special, 
optional family commemoration during the last 30 
minutes of school on October 23. We sang together, 
explored the last two lines of the Mourner’s Kaddish, lit 
11 memorial candles (done by our Mitzvah Class and 
returning 8th graders); and decorated stones.  

 

 Mitzvah Class practicing blowing the shofar  

Continues on page 7, “school” 
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spirit. By working with others, by helping others, by com-
ing together as family, friends, congregation, community, 
we are working with G_d to create a new world for our-
selves from the one that was shattered.  

We cannot do this alone, but we do not have to. We all have 
different conceptions of G_d, different relationships with 
G_d, and wonderfully so. Whether one thinks of G_d as an 
external, omnipotent, omniscient entity, as an expression of 
the human spirit, or as something else, G_d is there to help 
us. G_d is there in the peace we find in the natural world, in 
the solace we receive from loved ones, in the connections 
we have as a community. By connecting to each other we 
find and amplify the divine sparks that are within all of us. 
This is a fundamental and profound act, and permits us to 
engage in rebuilding, repairing, and re-creating our world.  

Being here together today is but one of those many acts of 
creation. We have come a long way from October 27, 2018. 
We have done a great deal to re-create our world, and we 
have yet a great deal more to do. I am deeply grateful to be 
a part of this wonderful, loving, and resilient community, 
and I look forward to continuing together as we heal our 
wounds, accept our scars, and find peace and joy in re-
creating our world. 

I wish every one of you the peace of Shabbes, healing, rest, 
and renewal. 

 
 

D’var Torah: Parshas Bereishis/
Genesis 

----------- 
Martin Gaynor 

 ----------- 
 
Git Shabbes. Shabbat Shalom. 
 
I am very grateful to be alive, B”H, and standing upon 
the face of this beautiful creation that we call Earth. It 
is such a blessing to be here with all of you on this 
very special Shabbes.  

Today we read Parshas Bereishis, one of the most dra-
matic, majestic, and beautiful parshas in the Torah. 
This parsha always has deep significance. With it, we 
begin anew our annual cycle of Torah reading, re-
freshing old understandings and renewing and creat-
ing new and fresh meaning and significance.  

Of course, this parsha contains the stories of Creation, 
the beginnings of life on earth, and the beginning of 
G_d’s relationship with humanity. 

I believe this parsha has special significance for us on 
this particular day, the day before the one year anni-
versary on the secular calendar of the tragic events at 
the Tree of Life synagogue. On that day our world 
was shattered, and our lives were changed forev-
er.  Since that day we, as individuals, as a congrega-
tion, as a community, have been struggling to put our 
lives and our world back together.  

The prophet Zecharia says “ :הלוא זה עוד מצל מאש?  

Is this (person) not a brand plucked from the 
fire?” (Zecharia 3:2). This verse captures who we are 
and what we have been through. We have been 
singed, we have been burned, we have been damaged, 
by a horrible, destructive fire. Yet, just as after a fire 
we rebuild and we repair, we too are rebuilding and 
repairing.  

Parshas Bereishis tells us that humans are partners 
with G_d in the act of creation, and that this is an on-
going activity and responsibility. In the Torah people 
work with G_d to create, re-create, and sustain the 
world.  

This is now our task as well. We have to rebuild, re-
pair, and re-create our lives, our congregation, and our 
community. This is a daunting, difficult task, but we 
are not alone. One of the wonderful things to come 
out of this past year has been the amazing, and unend-
ing, acts of kindness, caring, and compassion coming 
from everyone from close family and friends to com-
plete strangers. 

These kind, caring, and compassionate acts are con-
crete expressions of the best we have of the human 
spirit. To me, they are also expressions of the divine 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JFCS Refugee & Immigrant  
Services Seeks Volunteer Help 

 
Volunteers at JFCS Refugee & Immigrant Services work 
with refugee clients and families to help them on the path 
to self-sufficiency through mentoring relationships and so-
cial outings. Help an adult client learn English as an in-
home mentor through weekly visits or outings, or work 
with refugee youth on homework and developing confi-
dence. Perhaps you want to create or support a Family Fun 
Event, such as a holiday party, a musical event, a Pirates 
game, or a trip to the Science Center! You can also help by 
providing donations, which are listed at this web-
site: https://www.jfcspgh.org/helprefugees 

Contact Andrew at avantreeck@jfcspgh.org to get involved 
or learn more. 
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Message From Rabbi Sacks 

----------------------- 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks October 2019 / Tishrei 5780  

---------------------- 
As you mark a year since that tragic day, I send my deepest 
prayers to you, the family members, and through you to the 
Pittsburgh Jewish community, for the terrible wounds you 
have suffered, the lost family members and friends, the 
empty seats, the aching void.  

At the time of the horrific attack at the Tree of Life Syna-
gogue in       Pittsburgh, I remember the sense of deep hurt 
and grief that the whole Jewish world felt, and the outpour-
ing of love that was offered. May this ongoing feeling of 
connection bring you comfort now.  

The late Rabbi Soloveitchik once said that we may never 
know an answer to the question, “Why did this happen?” 
But nevertheless, we can and should ask the question, 
“What then shall we do?”  

The most important Jewish response to tragedy is Yizkor, 
the act of remembering because we cannot bring the dead to 
life, but we can keep their memory alive.  

When the word Yizkor is mentioned in the Torah, it refers 
not to the past, but to the future and to renewal. We can see 
this in the three cases in which the word Yizkor appears in 
the book of Genesis.  

Va-yizkor Elokim et Noach, God “remembered No-
ah” (Gen. 8: 1) and brought him out of the ark onto dry 
land.  

Va-yizkor Elokim et Avraham, God “remembered Abra-
ham” (Gen. 19: 29) and rescued his nephew Lot from the 
destruction of Sodom.  

Va-yizkor Elokim et Rachel, God “remembered Ra-
chel” (Gen. 30: 22) and gave her a child.  

In each case the act of remembering was for the sake of the 
future and it is there too at the beginning of Exodus. Va-
yizkor Elokim et berito, God remembered His covenant and 
began the process of rescuing the Israelites from Egypt.  

 

When we remember as Jews, we do so for the sake 
of the future, so that those who died may live on in 
us: in words, gestures, a smile here, an act of kind-
ness there, that we would not have done had that 
person not left their mark on our lives.  

 That is what Yizkor is: memory as a religious act of 
thanksgiving for a life that was, and that still echoes 
and reverberates into the life that is. For when Jews 
remember, they do so for the future, the place 
where, if we are faithful to it, the past never dies.  

That is what you have done so powerfully over the 
past year. Pittsburgh has become a shining example 
of the power of kol yisrael aravim zeh bazeh – of 
how all Jews are responsible for one another, in 
good times and bad. Through your actions, you have 
been a blessing to the memories of your loved ones, 
and to the Jewish world.  

May Hashem continue to grant you and your fami-
lies comfort, and may He continue to shower you 
with blessings in everything you do. 

 
B’ Shalom 
 

 

 

 

NOTE: An audio recording of this message can be 
found on the Dor Hadash website.   

Learn more about Rabbi Sachs at             

http://rabbisacks.org/  

http://rabbisacks.org/
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Dor Hadash Learns About Refugee  
Experience  in Pittsburgh 

 

The Social Action Committee organized an event on Sunday 
afternoon, September 15th, for Dor Hadash members to learn 
about the experiences of refugees who are living in Pitts-
burgh, local efforts to assist them, and ways in which Dor 
Hadash members could continue to support these efforts.   

Presenters were  Celestin Mpagaze, a refugee from Congo, 
Leslie Aizenman, Director, Refugee and Immigrant Services, 
Jewish Family and Community Services, and Benedict Kil-
lang, Program Manager, Immigrants and Internationals Advi-
sory Initiative at Allegheny County Department of Human 
Services, who leads county efforts to support immigrants and 
refugees.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Note From Hesed Chair Pam Weiss 
 

Hesed continues to be available in the event of a death, an 
illness, a celebration. The committee is available to assist in 
any way it can. 

The high holiday services as well as the service on 10/27 
were so carefully and thoughtfully and expertly carried out 
that I was overcome several times with gratitude and awe. I 
feel so proud of and fulfilled by our congregation, our      
community. 

(Left to Right) Benedict Killang, Leslie Aizenman and Celestin Mpagaze 

And then I remembered the words of the sage Pam 
Goldman who was telling me that grieving children 
(and adults) often feel confused when they find 
themselves having a happy moment. And I think 
that is what happened to me. I wanted to write a 
silly president’s letter and felt a little giddy about 
Hanukkah, Tu B’shevat and joyful times ahead. But 
then I hit a wall. 

So I guess that’s what I (and maybe we) are up 
against. We may find ourselves laughing or feeling 
good, and then we remember. Or we just stop in our 
tracks. This is a time of fits and starts. The rocky 
road ahead. So many changes. I have found myself 
at moments elated, at moments despondent.  

So I go to services, sometimes tired, sometimes 
restless. But more often than not, a familiar com-
mentary below the line in our wonderful siddur 
catches my eye as if for the first time: 

“It is only a true and close community that develops 
associations, traditions, and memories that go to 
make up its soul. To mingle one’s personality with 
that soul becomes a natural longing. In such a com-
munity one experiences the mystic divine grace 
which, like radiant sunshine, illumines our lives 
when joyous and, like balm, heals them when 
wounded or stricken. Then all questions about say-
ing this or that become trivial, for the real purpose 
is ….to behold the graciousness of God”. Mordecai 
Kaplan. 

Looking forward to sharing a joyous Hannukkah in 
the kitchen and Tu B’Shevat on ice with my dear 
chaverim. 

 
B’shalom, 
Donna 

“President” from page 1 
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A Journey in Photos: Pittsburgh Youth Leadership 
Dor Hadash Memorial Bicycle Ride  

 
———————————————— 

Photos by Nancy Levine 
————————————————- 

 
 

 
 

Arriving in Connellsville Bikes lined up and ready to go  Getting the bikes down required agility  

Prayer from a safe ride, lead by Hassan.  

View from the most picturesque  
Subway in the country.  

Very hungry bicyclists  Mark’s M&M game  

Three quarters of the way home  

The End with our PYL leaders, Codie and Hassan. Sixty five miles.  



Kol November—December   2019                                                                                                                                                         Page 6 

 

 

 
 

A Little Help From Friends 
----------- 

Jim Lenkner, Communications Chair 
 ----------- 

 
In early November last year Work Hard Pitts-
burgh reached out to Dor Hadash to offer their 
services. “Like so many Pittsburgh residents, the 
member-owners of our cooperative wanted to lend 
whatever support we could to our Jewish friends 
and neighbors. In collaboration with member-led 
company, BenefitMany, members of Work Hard 
Pittsburgh donated their time to construct and de-
ploy Dor Hadash’s new website. We are grateful 
for the opportunity to give back in some small 
way” said Brian Conway, Communications Direc-
tor for Work Hard Pittsburgh. 
 
The year ahead will be an adventure in greater 
connectedness and strengthened community, sure-
ly helped by having the best web and email tools 
possible.   
 
We are grateful for the help from the team at 
Work Hard Pittsburgh and BenefitMany.  You can 
learn more about their work at their websites. 

 www.workhardpgh.com  www.benefitmany.com 

Congregation Celebrates  
the Birth of Yael Esther Rotem 

----------------------- 
Great-granddaughter of long time Dor Hadash members 

Dan and Lauren Resnick, granddaughter of  
Jeremy Resnick and Pamina Ewing 

---------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yael Esther Rotem was born October 16 in Boston to 
Sarah Resnick and Ran Rotem. Yael is flourishing, 
and her parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents, and great-
grandparents are thrilled to welcome her to our world.  
 

Nes Gadol Haya Sham 

A miracle happened here …. 
 

Dor Hadash received a generous gift of $10,000 from 

the sponsors of the Miracle Pop-up bar held each year in 

our city. 

..........Join Dor Hadash as we celebrate together another 

kind of Miracle: 

 

Miracle Pop-up Bar 

THURSDAY DEC 19 starting at 6:30 pm 

In The Clark Building at 717 Liberty Ave. 

 

2019 Pop-up locations: 

Miracle on Liberty, located at 717 Liberty Avenue,      

in The Clark Building. 

Miracle on Carson, located in the former Lava 

Lounge at 2240 East Carson Street.  

 

 

Welcoming Each Other  

Tips for engaging each other with an open 
heart and mind      

Visit the online version of the Kol to view a list 
of tips distributed by the Kol Tzedek Synagogue.  

https://www.dorhadash.net/kol-newsletters/december-2019-kol 

http://www.workhardpgh.com
http://www.benefitmany.com
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Continued from page 1, “school” 

We learned about the stones Jewish people place on 
graves at cemeteries to remember their loved ones, and 
explored how these stones can bring us some strength as 
we remember.  
 

Ami Weintraub, our lead teacher in the 1st - 3rd grade 
class, put together an incredible unit relating the fall holi-
days to the students themselves. “Based on our observa-
tions about Jewish holidays, we began to develop our 
own holidays! Students created holidays that celebrate 
various cycles in their lives.” said Ami.  “Throughout the 
year we will continue to deconstruct Jewish rituals and 
give students the opportunity to lead and construct their 
own practices. We are currently working on student creat-
ed prayer books.” 
  

Our 4th/5th grade class, taught by Anna Couful and as-
sisted by Ruth Oshlag, has been very busy strengthening 
their Hebrew reading fluency and prayer skills. Coming 
up on December 7 they will  lead the Barechu, Yotzer Or, 
and the Shema/Ve’ahavta.  They also studied the portion 
of the week, Parshat Vayetzei, and are creating posters 
that they will describe to the congregation during the To-
rah service. We are so looking forward to this creative 
approach to learning, and engaging in Torah.   
  

In addition, Anna has created units based on Mitzvot/
Commandments. So far the class has explored, “Nitilat 
Yadayim” (ritual hand washing), Bal Tashchit (not to de-
stroy/care for the environment), and “Shema” (recitation 
of the Shema prayer). What is unique is the students learn 
the traditional use of the mitzvah, and then explore how 
they relate to each mitzvah.  
  

Our Mitzvah class this year consists 
of 6th/7th graders and is taught by 
Nava Chernoff. The students are 
working hard on prayer fluency. In 
addition, they review the chaggim 
(holidays), and learn about them on 
a higher level. They will also be 
studying  Jewish immigration to the 
United States, and their personal 
family stories of immigration as 
they relate to their diverse back-
grounds. Now that they have helped 
lead a Friday night service, they will 
begin preparing for their Shabbat 
morning service in February. Nava, 

who is Israeli, also brings in personal experiences of life 
in Israel, and relates well to this group.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dor Hadash Religious School is a very special place 
for learning and exploring through the lenses of Re-
constructing Judaism. Please spread the word so we 
can welcome new students and families into our 
school, and our congregation.  
 

Please feel free to be in touch with me anytime via 
email to learn more about our school.   
kmorris@dorhadash.net 

First-third grade holiday celebration 

School Commemoration for October 27 

mailto:kmorris@dorhadash.net
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 A Poem for Jerry Rabinowitz 

 ----------- 
Ellen Leger 

 ----------- 
Under the snow, the crisp clean white snow, 
under the leaves and the grass and the mud, and 
clay and rocks and under the sand sprinkled so 
lovingly under the plain pine board and the star 
under the tallis under the crisp, white linen and 
the knots lovingly tied 

Are you resting? 

Are you quietly looking up? 

Is your brow now unfurrowed, are your wounds 
now at peace? 

Can you see up through the dark to the bright 
blue of a winter sky, or is it forever autumn 
when you dream?  

Do you see up to the bird on the bare branch, 
who sings — piercing the quiet home wood? 

Maybe you sit next to him and toss your head 
back and laugh like only you can do. You say to 
him, “Hi Bir ” always making a nickname for 
every person you greet making them feel like 
they are welcome, a friend of yours, even if 
they’re new. 

Where will we find you? Can you really be 
gone to us? 

Impossible to contemplate a world so changed. 

Would you be forgiving — would you find a 
way to understand the impossible? 

We will watch the snow melt, and the leaves 
raked and the mud and clay flatten down and 
the grass seed take hold growing green over dirt 
and rocks and stones and sand. 

We will stand around you circling you, and 
holding you in our hearts while we snip at cloth, 
uncovering stone, and words and letters unveil 
your name and sing to you like the bird on the 
branch (with leaves now) and leave now to car-
ry on 

And be a little better and be a little sadder 

And remember to greet newcomers with a 
smile, and a nickname and make them feel we 
are already their friend. 

Contributions 

In Memory of Jerry Rabinowitz 

Allen Wolk 

Congregtion B'Nai Israel 

Jeffery Winick 

Norma Artman 

Ronald A. Berlin 

 

In Memory of Klara Furman 

Joseph Furman 

In Memory of Joel Merenstein 

Arnold & Barbara Frankel 

Audrey & Edmund Rosenberg and family 

Bonnie Merenstein 

David & Frances Fall 

Diane & Vince Balestrino 

Dr. Edward & Kathy Folly 

Elissa Hirsh 

Eraline Goldstein 

Francisco Escalante 

Harold & Annette Felser 

Iani Moss 

Jean Kreisel Family 

Jessica Greenbaum 

Kenneth & Stacy Shriber 

Laura & Jeremy Strauss 

Lila Horowitz 

Marlene Haus 

Murray & Sara Trachten 

Nancy & Morris Cohen 

Nancy & Paul Scott 

Nancy Levine 

Rita Zecher 

Rose & Edward Berman 

Roslyn & Earl Markowitz 

Samuel Silver 

Sarah & Stan Angrist 

Sema & Sidney Rosenzweig 

Shelia Amdur & Marcia Neef 

Stacey Merenstein 

Thomas Hollander 
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December 2019 & January 2020   
 
Thurs. Dec. 5   Parlor Meeting,  
JCC Room 202, 7-9:00 pm 
 
Friday, Dec. 6  Parlor Meeting,  
Rodef Shalom/Kamin, 9-11:00 am 
 
Saturday, Dec. 7,  9 Kislev - Vayetze 
9:00 am  Torah Study    ALC1 
 
10:00 am  Shabbat Service with Rabbi Shelley Goldman 
and Cantor Julie Newman, and 4th and 5th grade classes 
participating.       Sanctuary 
     Torah Portion:  Genesis 28:10-32:3 
     Haftarah:  Hosea 12:13-14:10 

Luncheon to follow in Falk Library 
 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 7-8:30 pm 
Havdalah and Interfaith Concert at JCC 
 
Sunday, Dec. 8   Parlor Meetings 
10:00 -12:00pm,  Rodef Shalom/Falk 
2:00 -4:00 pm,  Rodef Shalom/Kamin    
 
Tiferet:  Jewish spirituality  
1:30 pm Rodef Shalom 
 
 
 
 

Services & Events 
Kislev - Shevat 5780 

High Holidays 

Charles Berlin 

Connie & Alfred Grumet 

David Goldman 

Eric Walter 

Esther Stanton (Mattes) 

Frank & Assini Janet Cymerman 

Gail W. Daniels 

Jeanne I. Iwler 

Jenny Erwin 

Joseph Farber 

Julie Newman & William Klingensmith 

L. Kaplan 

Mark Kahrs & Diane Litman 

Nancy Elman 

Phyllis D. Balsom 

Ron Linden and Nancy Israel 

In Honor of Nancy Levine 

Christine Miller & Richard Weinberg 

In Honor of Amy B. Anderson 

Heidi Anderson 

In Honor of Dan Leger 

Norma Artman 

In Honor of Norma Artman 

Ann & Paul Spiro 

In Honor of Donna Coufal 

Jon & Libba Spiegel 

Contributions 

Allan Sampson 

Allen Baum  Liz Witzke-Baum 

Bruce Lebowitz 

Congregation B'Nai Israel 

Ellen & Gilbert DeBenedetti 

Ian Nixon & Miriam Cremer 

Jo Recht 

Joan & Saul Wider 

John Ryan 

Judy Grumet 

Kerry Ban 

Michael & Laurie Heller Tarr 

Nancy Merenstein 

Paul Needle and Ellen Berne 

Robert & Donna Coufal 

Robert Kraftowitz & Janice Gordon 

Rosa Lynn Pinkus 

Roz Becker 

Susan & Melvin Melnick 

Chai Fund 

General Contributions 

Allen & Linda Selig 

Berkowitz Family Foundation 

Freda Attinson 

Paul P. Ryan 

Spencer Warren - Miracle on Liberty 

Steven Fineblum 
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Kislev - Shevat 5780 
 

Thursday, Dec. 12  ADULT ED. PROGRAM 
Tour of 3 Congregations –  
Heinz History Center   6:30 pm 
 

Friday, Dec. 13 
7:30 pm Erev Shabbat with Cantor Julie Newman 
Service Leader:  Mark Rubinstein 
Speaker: Cody Wagner 
Oneg Sponsor:  Donna & Bob Coufal 
Cohen Chapel 
 
Saturday, Dec. 14,    16 Kislev - Vayishlah 
10:00 am   Torah Study      ALC1 
Torah Portion:  Genesis 32:4-36:43 
Haftorah:  Obadiah 1:1-21 
 
Sun.  Dec. 15,  Board Meeting 
10-12 Noon   Congregation members are 
welcome to attend. 
Lippman Library 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 17,  ADULT ED. PROGRAM 
Architectural tour of Rodef Shalom Congregation’s 
history.   
Led by Martha Berg, Rodef Shalom’s archivest. 
 
Wednesday,  Dec. 18,  Chanukkah Latke Making 
& Pot-Luck Dinner 
Cooking starts at 4:30 p.m. 
Pot-luck Dinner starts at 6:15 p.m.                
Rodef Shalom 
 
Friday,  Dec. 20 
7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service         
Cantor Julie Newman. 
Service Leader:  Jean Clickner 
Oneg sponsor:  Laurie Cohen 
Cohen Chapel/Aaron Court 
 
Saturday,  Dec. 21,  23 Kislev - Vayeshev 
10:00 am   Torah Study    ALC1 
     Torah Portion:  Genesis 37:1-40:23 
     Haftarah:  Amos 2:6-3:8 
 
Sunday.  Dec. 22     Erev Chanukkah 
 
Saturday,  Dec. 28,   30 Kislev – Rosh Hodesh 
Chanukkah -  Miketz 
10:00 Torah Study   ALC1 
     Torah Portion:  Genesis 41:1-44:17 
     Haftorah:  Zechariah 2:14-4:7 
 
 

 
Saturday, Jan. 4,   7 Tevet -  Vayigash 
9:00 am Torah Study     ALC1 
10:00 am  Shabbat Services 
Cantor Julie Newman 
     Torah Portion:  Genesis 44:17-47:21 
     Haftarah:  Ezekiel 37: 15-28 
 

Friday, Jan. 10 
7:30 pm  Erev Shabbat Service 
Cantor Julie Newman 
Service Leader:  Lara Putnam 
Speaker:  Sarah Angrist  
Oneg sponsor TBD 
 
Saturday, Jan 11,  14 Tevet  - Vayehi 
10:00 am  Torah Study 
     Genesis:  47:28-50:26 
     Haftarah:  I Kings 2:1-19 
 
Saturday, Jan. 18,  21 Tevet -  Shemot 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am  Shabbat Services       Sanctuary 
Service Leader:  Pam Goldman 
     Torah Portion:  Exodus 1:1-6:1 
     Haftarah:  Isaiah 27: 6-28:13; 28:22-23 
 
Friday, Jan. 24,  Erev Shabbat Service 
Rabbi Shelley Goldman with the religious school    
1st – 3rd grades participating in the Simchah for 
Sweet Study 
Oneg sponsor TBD 
 
Saturday, Jan. 25,  28 Tevet  -   Vaera  
10:00 am Torah Study    ALC1 
     Torah Portion:   Exodus 6:2-9:35  
     Haftarah:  Ezekiel 28:25-22:21 
 
Sunday, Jan. 26    ADULT ED. PROGRAM 
Sing-along with Community of Reconciliation             
Church “Songs in the Key of Hope” 
 
Saturday, Feb. 1,  6 Shevat -  Bo  
Sabbath Service and     
Bar Mitzvah of Sam Tarr 
Service Leaders:  Judy Yanowitz and Cantor Ju-
lie Newman. 
     Torah Portion:  Exodus 10:1-13:16 
     Haftarah:  Jeremiah 46:13-28 
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Yahrzeits December 2019 

Name 
Date  of 
death 

Hebrew   
Day 

This Year 

Moe Goldman 11/12/1988 3 Kislev 12/1/2019 

Manuel Forman 11/21/2009 4 Kislev 12/2/2019 

Sol Kurtzman 11/14/1999 5 Kislev 12/3/2019 

Neal Harold 
Herschlag 

11/20/1955 5 Kislev 12/3/2019 

Harold Chelemer 12/6/2016 6 Kislev 12/4/2019 

Joseph Abraham 
Flicop 

11/18/2015 6 Kislev 12/4/2019 

Anne Levine 12/8/2005 7 Kislev 12/5/2019 

Lucy Hineck 11/25/1971 7 Kislev 12/5/2019 

Kermit Clickner 12/4/2000 7 Kislev 12/5/2019 

Milton Marks 11/14/1983 8 Kislev 12/6/2019 

Emeline Cohen 12/9/2005 8 Kislev 12/6/2019 

Irving Levine 12/5/2008 8 Kislev 12/6/2019 

Daniel Hineck 11/30/1987 9 Kislev 12/7/2019 

Joseph Lempert 12/6/2008 9 Kislev 12/7/2019 

Jack Belle 11/16/2010 9 Kislev 12/7/2019 

Mary Pearlman 11/18/1980 10 Kislev 12/8/2019 

Celia Resnick 12/3/1968 12 Kislev 12/10/2019 

Elizabeth Stern 11/24/2015 12 Kislev 12/10/2019 

Alice Jacobson 12/7/1973 12 Kislev 12/10/2019 

Claire Krotman 12/11/2000 14 Kislev 12/12/2019 

Sally Friedman 12/3/1998 14 Kislev 12/12/2019 

Zeev Brickenstein 11/28/2012 14 Kislev 12/12/2019 

Ben Davis 12/15/2005 14 Kislev 12/12/2019 

Elfi Rook 12/14/2016 14 Kislev 12/12/2019 

Eli Weinraub 11/19/1975 15 Kislev 12/13/2019 

Regina Belle 11/19/2013 16 Kislev 12/14/2019 

Isidore Dyen 12/14/2008 17 Kislev 12/15/2019 

Charles G Hirsh 12/5/2017 17 Kislev 12/15/2019 

Nathan                 
Merenstein 

11/21/1994 18 Kislev 12/16/2019 

Bill Hashinger 12/10/2014 18 Kislev 12/16/2019 

Kathleen London 11/27/2018 19 Kislev 12/17/2019 

Esther Freed 12/3/2012 19 Kislev 12/17/2019 

Miriam S Levinson 12/7/2017 19 Kislev 12/17/2019 

Joseph Herschlag 11/30/1969 20 Kislev 12/18/2019 

Elizabeth Brown 12/20/2016 20 Kislev 12/18/2019 

Sybil Bracher 12/2/2015 20 Kislev 12/18/2019 

Ernestine Goldstein 12/16/1992 21 Kislev 12/19/2019 

Daniel Hoffman 12/5/1974 21 Kislev 12/19/2019 

Barbara Bonner 12/6/2012 22 Kislev 12/20/2019 

Name 
Date  of 
death 

Hebrew   
Day 

This Year 

Molly Sara       
Sokulski 

12/3/2007 23 Kislev 12/21/2019 

Esther Brown 12/20/1962 23 Kislev 12/21/2019 

Morris Poe 12/14/1998 25 Kislev 12/23/2019 

Floyd Heller 12/25/2016 25 Kislev 12/23/2019 

Emeline Cohen 12/9/2004 26 Kislev 12/24/2019 

Robert Coleman 12/6/2007 26 Kislev 12/24/2019 

Esther Shalit 12/10/2012 26 Kislev 12/24/2019 

Joseph Oscar       
Artman 

12/8/1996 27 Kislev 12/25/2019 

William Cherry 12/3/1937 29 Kislev 12/27/2019 

Betsy Ross 
Melnick Rothblatt 

12/12/2015 30 Kislev 12/28/2019 

Laura Isenberg 12/28/2000 2 Teveth 12/30/2019 

Milton Brown 12/22/1998 3 Teveth 12/31/2019 

Melvin Drescher 12/7/1945 3 Teveth 12/31/2019 



Kol November—December   2019                                                                                                                                                         Page 12 

 

Yahrzeits January 2020 

Name 
Date  of 
death 

Hebrew    
Day 

This Year 

Paul Isenberg 1/15/2009 19 Teveth 1/16/2020 

Kalman         
Schoenfeld 

12/31/1985 19 Teveth 1/16/2020 

David Poe 1/2/2013 20 Teveth 1/17/2020 

Benjamin Brown 12/29/2007 20 Teveth 1/17/2020 

Lena Goldman 1/18/2009 22 Teveth 1/19/2020 

Philip Mason 1/21/1979 22 Teveth 1/19/2020 

Frederick Fischer 1/24/1949 23 Teveth 1/20/2020 

Zellie Ellis 12/31/1980 24 Teveth 1/21/2020 

Louis Lichtblau 12/30/1972 25 Teveth 1/22/2020 

Marjorie   
McCardell 

1/12/1991 26 Teveth 1/23/2020 

Esther Muhlstock 1/22/2001 27 Teveth 1/24/2020 

Manley David   
Witten 

1/18/2015 27 Teveth 1/24/2020 

Yael Brickenstein 1/22/2012 27 Teveth 1/24/2020 

Ethel Marks 1/22/2012 27 Teveth 1/24/2020 

Max Wurm 1/6/1989 29 Teveth 1/26/2020 

Steven Bogen 1/25/2004 2 Shevat 1/28/2020 

Kate Zigmond 1/27/2009 2 Shevat 1/28/2020 

Edward Black 1/3/2014 2 Shevat 1/28/2020 

Esther Kraftowitz 2/2/1987 3 Shevat 1/29/2020 

Perry Jubelirer 1/15/2013 4 Shevat 1/30/2020 

Oscar Pearlman 1/25/1966 4 Shevat 1/30/2020 

Clara Hovne 1/26/1985 4 Shevat 1/30/2020 

Name 
Date  of 
death 

Hebrew    
Day 

This Year 

Oscar Roth 12/16/1985 4 Teveth 1/1/2020 

Gerald Merenstein 12/14/2007 5 Teveth 1/2/2020 

Gussie Litman 12/21/1993 7 Teveth 1/4/2020 

David Primack 12/26/1998 7 Teveth 1/4/2020 

Sol Cosson 1/1/2004 7 Teveth 1/4/2020 

Harold Cohen 12/21/2012 8 Teveth 1/5/2020 

Ruth Pearl 1/4/2009 8 Teveth 1/5/2020 

Sidney Kaufman 12/17/2010 10 Teveth 1/7/2020 

Harold Murock 12/31/2006 10 Teveth 1/7/2020 

Meir Engel 12/16/1964 11 Teveth 1/8/2020 

Ester Schoenfeld 12/21/1999 12 Teveth 1/9/2020 

Marilyn Sternglass 1/6/2004 12 Teveth 1/9/2020 

Clare Fitzpatrick 12/21/2007 12 Teveth 1/9/2020 

Miriam Fox 1/3/1988 13 Teveth 1/10/2020 

Lewis Freedman 12/22/1988 14 Teveth 1/11/2020 

Edith Fertman 1/4/2007 14 Teveth 1/11/2020 

Morris Martin 1/6/1966 14 Teveth 1/11/2020 

Elaine Budd 1/1/2010 15 Teveth 1/12/2020 

Martin             
Schlesinger 

1/15/2006 15 Teveth 1/12/2020 

Albert Gumerman 1/8/1985 15 Teveth 1/12/2020 

Joanne Cremer 1/13/2017 15 Teveth 1/12/2020 

Leo Zwicker 12/30/2012 17 Teveth 1/14/2020 

Morris Shonberg 1/18/1968 17 Teveth 1/14/2020 

Henry Sucov 1/2/1945 17 Teveth 1/14/2020 

Herschel            
Merenstein 

1/18/1987 17 Teveth 1/14/2020 

David Latta 1/7/2007 17 Teveth 1/14/2020 

Gertrude         
Greenberg 

12/29/1996 19 Teveth 1/16/2020 
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Welcoming each other at Kol Tzedek Synagogue 

Tips for engaging each other with an open heart and mind                                                               (last updated January 2019/Shevat 5779) 

Engaging with a person whose name you don’t remember, or you don’t recognize... 

Avoid saying … 

Nothing. 

“Is this your first time here?” 

“Are you new?” 

Why? 

It is alienating to be ignored or 
assumed to be new! 
 
This person might come to KT a lot, 
but attend different events than you! 

Say instead … 

“I forget names sometimes ‑ I’m___.” 
“Sorry if we’ve met before ‑ my name 
is ___.” 
“How was this service/event/activity 
for you?” 
“How was your day?” 

Later in the conversation: “It’s good 
to be with you here” (if you mean it!) 

Avoid saying … 

“Are you Jewish?” or… “When did 

you convert?” or … “Did you grow up 

Jewish?” 

“Let me introduce you to [insert name 
of KTnik of color]...” 

Making assumptions about race, for 
example, assuming a Black person is 
African American when they could be 
African, Caribbean, European, and/or 
many identities! Same goes for all races 
and ethnicities. 

Why? 

There are Jews of any and all races 
and ethnicities. 
 
It is alienating to make assumptions 
about people based on race. 
 
Many Black and brown congregants 
have experienced racism in Jewish 
communities, especially being 
treated like they “don’t belong.” 

Say instead … 
 
“Sorry if we’ve met before ‑ my name 
is ___” (or anything above!) 
 
Offer a prayer book, assume they are 
Jewish and Jewishly knowledgeable. 
 
Don’t pigeonhole with a targeted 
introduction to Black or brown 
KTniks. 

Engaging with a person you don’t know who may not appear “white”... 

Avoid saying … 

“How can I help you?” 

Why? 

The initial question focuses on a 
disability. The other focuses on the 
person. 

Say instead … 
 
“Sorry if we’ve met before ‑ my name 
is ___ “ and schmooze away without 
assuming they need your help, 
trusting they will ask if they do. 

Engaging with a person you don’t know with a visible disability... 

Avoid saying … 

“I know we all agree it’s vital that ___ 
happen…” 
 
“If you care about this, you’ll …” 

Why? 

While we share common community 
values, the way we interpret those 
values varies. 

Say instead … 
 
“Some KT folks are doing ___, please 
join us…” 
 
“This is important to me because...” 

Making announcements about a social justice issue... 

Avoid saying … 

“What do you do for a living?” 
 
“What is your major?” or… “Where 
did you go to college?” 

Why? 

Not all life trajectories are the same! 
 
Only 30% of Americans have a college 
degree, many are unemployed. 

Say instead … 
 
“What are you interested in at KT?” 
 
“How are you today?” 
“What interests/excites you/makes 
you curious these days?” 

Connecting across class differences... 
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Welcoming each other at Kol Tzedek Synagogue 

Tips for engaging each other with an open heart and mind                                                               (last updated January 2019/Shevat 5779) 

When you don’t know what pronoun to use for someone... 

Avoid saying … 

“Are you a boy or a girl?” 
 
“He’s doing ___” (when you are 
unsure if the person uses “he”). 

Why? 

Do you need to use a pronoun for 
them, or is it your own discomfort 
with not knowing someone’s gender 
identity? If you do need to use a 
pronoun, ask which ones without 
making it a big deal. 

Instead … 

Consider if it’s important for you to 
know at all. 
 
Ask, “By the way, what pronouns do 
you use? I use ____ (she/her, 
they/them, etc).” If the pronoun is un-
familiar to you, Google it later! 

Avoid saying … 

“She is leading services...oh my 
goodness, HE. HE is leading services ‑ 
Oh I am so sorry, I am really trying, 
it’s just so hard for me…” 

Why? 

Drawing attention to your error 
makes it about you, when it’s really 
about respecting the other person. 
Try to work on it in private with 
someone who has agreed to help. 

Say instead … 
 
“She is leading services, I’m sorry, he 
is leading services…” and go on using 
the person’s correct pronoun. 

When you use the wrong gender pronoun... 

Avoid assuming … 

Someone who is wearing a kippah or 
tallit doesn’t need a prayer book. 
 
An interfaith family needs some kind 
of extra support. 
 
Someone in a hijab is in the wrong 
place or needs/wants some kind of 
special treatment. 

Why? 

KTniks and guests have a wide variety 
of religious practices and customs ‑ 
greet people “as they are” and try 
not to make assumptions (or notice 
when you are making an assumption 
and choose to be curious instead!) 

Say instead … 
 
“Welcome! Here’s a (prayer book, 
supplemental readings, etc).” 
 
“If you write on Shabbat/this holiday, 
here’s a sign‑in form.” 

Connecting across religious practices... 

Avoid  

Expecting a hug or a handshake or 
just “going for it” (when you are 
greeting adults OR kids). 

Why? 

Asking before physically touching is 
part of consent culture; it’s more 
respectful, and it feels good, too! 
 
We all have different comfort levels 
(and in some cases, religious 
practices) around physical touch. 

Say instead … 
 
“Are you in the mood for a hug?” 
“Can I offer you a hug?” 
 
It’s reasonable for anyone to say “I’m 
good” or “No thank you!” 
 
Respect boundaries and personal 
space with your posture and 
proximity to others. 

Connecting with physical touch... 

DO: Introduce yourself, Make friends, Be interested, Reach out, Respect boundaries 
Adapted from Friends General Conference and the Unitarian Universalist Association 


