
 

 
DISCLOSURE POLICY 

 

Assumption: Our overall mission at Assumption College is that of responding effectively to the needs 
of young people entrusted to our care. Our motto Quae Supra Quaere calls us all to ‘Seek the things 
that are above’ and we ask our staff and students to embrace the five characteristics of Marist 
education: presence, simplicity, family spirit, love of work and in the way of Mary. 

 

1. Scope 

1.1 This policy applies to all students who are enrolled or are seeking enrolment at the 
College.  

2. Rationale 

2.1 The College aims to support all students in their engagement in meaningful learning, and 
provides a welcome environment which promotes equality and inclusion. 

2.2 The College strongly believes that all students should have an equal opportunity to 
education. As an educational authority, we seek to contribute to the accessibility of 
education by welcoming students from a broad range of backgrounds as well as students 
with specific physical, educational, social or emotional needs, who are supportive of our 
Marist community.  

2.3 To ensure the College can meet its obligations to provide a meaningful education and a 
safe environment that will enrich our students’ lives, it is necessary that the College be 
provided with relevant information both at the time of enrolment and during the course of 
a student’s enrolment, to allow the College to assess what, if any, adjustments may need 
to be implemented to support a student. 

2.4 Where a student or their parents have not disclosed a disability or other relevant factors 
which may affect the student’s participation in their education at the College, the College 
is not responsible for providing educational or education related adjustments. This can 
have very negative impacts on both the College and the student, and as such the College 
requests that parents and students actively work with the College to provide all relevant 
information to the College at the earliest opportunity. 

2.5 Where information is not disclosed, or misleading information is provided by students or 
their parents, the College may make a determination that it is unable to support the 
student’s enrolment or continued enrolment and as such may refuse or terminate the 
enrolment on that basis. 



3. Definitions 

3.1 “Complex needs” means any physical, intellectual, social or emotional needs a student 
may require in addition to supports the College ordinarily provides to facilitate their 
meaningful participation at the College. 

3.2 “Disability” can mean: 

(a) total or partial loss of the child’s bodily or mental functions; or  

(b) total or partial loss of a part of the body; or  

(c) the presence in the body of organisms causing disease or illness; or  

(d) the presence in the body of organisms capable of causing disease or illness; or  

(e) the malfunction, malformation or disfigurement of a part of the child’s body; or  

(f) a disorder or malfunction that results in the child learning differently from a child 
without the disorder or malfunction; or  

(g) a disorder, illness or disease that affects a child’s thought processes, perception 
of reality, emotions or judgment or that results in disturbed behaviour.  

3.3 The term “Parent” applies to all caregivers including, but not limited to parents, 
guardians, step-parents, grandparents, extended family members, caregivers. 

3.4 “Student” means the child named in the Application for Enrolment. 

4. Principles  

4.1 The College strongly supports the right of students with disabilities and/or complex needs 
to have access to education; 

4.2 The College will foster an inclusive culture and encourage among its staff, students and 
the broader school community, positive and unprejudiced attitudes about people with 
disabilities and/or complex needs; 

4.3 The College recognises the right of students with disabilities to have reasonable 
adjustments made to ensure they can be an active participant of the College; 

4.4 The College will actively communicate with the parents of students with disabilities and/or 
complex needs to ascertain what adjustments are required; 

4.5 All staff of the College understand their obligation to prevent harassment and 
victimisation of a student with disability and/or complex needs; 

4.6 Enrolment to the College, including the continuation of such enrolment, will be contingent 
on the College’s ability to provide the adjustments required to support the active 
involvement of a student; 



4.7 The College understands the private nature of the information that may be disclosed by 
a student or parents about the student’s disability and/or complex needs and handles 
personal information in accordance with its Privacy Policy. 

5. Procedure  

5.1 Crucial to the College’s ability to support students in their education is the partnership 
the College has with parents. The College shares a responsibility with parents for the 
education outcomes of their children and requires parents to be open and work with the 
College to share all necessary information in relation to the student. 

5.2 The College requires that parents disclose all information in relation to the student’s 
disability and/or complex needs which may impact upon the student’s participation at the 
College. The requirement for disclosure of information exists when a student’s 
application for enrolment is lodged and at any other time during the student’s enrolment 
at the College, including where there are changes in needs or behaviours of the student. 

Application for a new enrolment at the College 

5.3 During the enrolment process, the College requires all parents provide information in 
relation to the student’s disability and/or complex needs. 

5.4 Where information obtained by the College indicates that a student seeking enrolment 
has a disability and/or complex needs, the Leader of Personalised Learning will consult 
with the parents to determine whether the disability would likely affect the student’s ability 
to participate in or derive substantial benefit from the educational program at the College. 

5.5 The College may also request further information in relation to the student’s disability 
and/or complex needs, including, but not limited to: 

(a) reports from past and present treating practitioners; 

(b) medical or psychological assessments; 

(c) school history, including reports. 

A request by the College for further information is to enable the College to gain a 
complete understanding of the student’s needs and to be able to assess the needs 
required by the student to participate or derive a substantial benefit from the educational 
program at the College. 

5.6 The College may also request that the student undergo further assessments, medical or 
psychological, where there is not enough information to enable the College to determine 
what adjustments are necessary. 

5.7 Having reviewed the information obtained, the College will determine how it can support 
the student’s participation at the College and what, if any, reasonable adjustments are 
required.  

5.8 In considering whether an adjustment is reasonable, having regard to both the student 
and College’s interests, the College will have regard to: 



(a) the nature of the student’s disability; 

(b) the information provided by, or on behalf of, the student about how the disability 
affects the student’s ability to participate in their learning; 

(c) information provided by, or on behalf of, the student about his or her preferred 
adjustments; 

(d) views of the student, or an associate of the student, about whether a proposed 
adjustment is reasonable and will enable the student with a disability and/or 
complex needs to access and participate in education and training opportunities 
on the same basis as students without a disability; 

(e) the effect of the proposed adjustment on the student, including the student’s ability 
to participate in courses or programmes and achieve learning outcomes and 
independence; 

(f) the effect of the proposed adjustment on anyone else affected, including the 
education provider, staff and other students; and 

(g) the costs and benefits of making the adjustment. 

5.9 Once the College has gathered all relevant information and made findings in relation to 
the adjustments necessary to support the student’s participation within the College, the 
Leader of Personalised Learning may: 

(a) determine the adjustments required to support the student’s participation within 
the College, or to enable the student to derive substantial benefit from the 
educational program at the College, are unreasonable and beyond the capacity 
of the College; or 

(b) confirm, either verbally or within a support plan, the adjustments available to 
support the enrolment or continued enrolment of the student. 

5.10 If the College refuses enrolment, it will do so on the basis that the adjustments required 
are not reasonable or where the student could not or cannot participate in or continue to 
participate in, or derive, or continue to derive any substantial benefit from the educational 
program even after the adjustments were made. The Leader of Personalised Learning 
will discuss the College’s decisions with the parents of the student and the student (if 
appropriate) and explain the legal framework.  

Active enrolment within the College 

5.11 The College asks that all parents maintain open communication with the College, 
particularly in relation to the needs of their children, throughout the student’s school life. 

5.12 Where a student’s disability and/or complex needs are not disclosed to the College at 
the time of enrolment, but are later identified, this can cause significant disruption to the 
student. 



5.13 Where the College identifies that a student requires adjustments due to a disability and/or 
complex needs, the Leader of Personalised Learning will consult with the parents to 
determine what supports the student requires. 

5.14 Parents may be asked to provide further information in relation to the student to assist 
the College to determine the adjustments, if any, required for the student’s participation 
at the College. Where information is not provided to the College, it may make an 
assessment of the required adjustments at its discretion. 

5.15 Having regard to the information collected, the College will make a decision as to the 
adjustments necessary to ensure the student can participate in or continue to participate 
in, or derive, or continue to derive any substantial benefit from the educational program 
at the College. 

5.16 Where the College deems the adjustments required to support the student’s continued 
enrolment at the College are unreasonable or notwithstanding the adjustments being 
made, the student could not participate in or continue to participate in, or derive, or 
continue to derive any substantial benefit from the educational program even after the 
adjustments were made, the Leader of Personalised Learning will discuss this with the 
parents. 

5.17 Where a decision is made mid-term that the College cannot support a student with a 
disability and/or complex needs, the College will endeavour to support the student until 
the completion of that term, only where doing so will not have a negative impact on the 
student or will not pose a risk to the health or safety of students or staff of the College. 

6. Support Plan 

6.1 If the College accepts or continues a student’s enrolment, where the student has a 
disability and/or complex needs, the College is obliged to make adjustments to support 
the student’s enrolment, where the adjustments are reasonable and where, having 
regard to those adjustments, the student is able to participate, derive or continue to derive 
a substantial benefit from the educational program at the College. 

6.2 To assist a student’s participation at the College, at its discretion, the College may 
develop a support plan outlining what supports the College will provide to the student. A 
support plan may be introduced at the time of enrolment of the student, or at a later point 
where the College identifies the need for supports to be implemented. The College may 
vary a support plan where it deems appropriate. 

6.3 In agreeing to the terms and conditions of enrolment, parents acknowledge and agree to 
support the College in its implementation of any support plan and work with the College 
to ensure the student is able to participate and derive a substantial benefit from the 
educational program offered at the College. 

7. Failure to disclose  

7.1 Where a student or parents fails to disclose information relating to a student’s disability 
and/or complex needs, the College is unable nor under an obligation to provide 
adjustments to support the student’s participation at the College. 



7.2 At the College we aim to support students to be the best they can be. The College 
requires parents to support this endeavour by partnering with the College and providing 
all information relevant to the student. 

7.3 A failure to disclose may result in the refusal or termination of a student’s enrolment, on 
the basis that the College is unable to provide adjustments due to lack of information 
about the needs of the student.  

8. Privacy 

8.1 The School collects personal information, including sensitive information regarding 
parents, guardians and students, during and subsequent to the enrolment process in 
accordance with its Privacy Policy. The primary purpose of collecting such information is 
to enable the completion of the enrolment process and, during the course of enrolment 
to provide for the best interests of students. Please refer to the Privacy Policy for more 
information. 

8.2 Any information provided to the College in relation to a student’s disability and/or complex 
needs will only be used for the purpose of supporting the student. 


