
Pou Maumahara provides space for enquiry 
and research on New Zealand servicepeople. 
It is a space centred on Online Cenotaph, 
New Zealand’s online biographical database, 
recording the service and sacrifice of those who 
served this country during times of international 
conflict. The space enables and supports 
students to research New Zealanders’ service in 
war; make personal discoveries; and contribute 
knowledge and primary sources to the Museum’s 
database. Students can consult subject-specific 
books and connect digital records to physical 
objects. Self-contained displays reflect the 
work behind Online Cenotaph, enabling and 
encouraging students to decode material  
culture to discover personal stories. 

Students will explore links between objects and 
digital resources by connecting to the Museum’s 
databases such as Online Cenotaph or Collections 
Online. There are 6 computers that can be used in 
the gallery, with available space to plug in laptops. 
To assist with students’ investigation and research, 
self-contained groups of objects, each focusing on 
one individual are on display.  These displays invite 
students to decode primary sources by looking for 
clues in material culture, the history of the objects 
and the person or people associated with it. 
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Library
 
Pou Maumahara is home to Auckland Museum’s military 
history library collection. The collection contains general 
reference material, collected works, biographies and 
periodicals. Students can use Collections Online to search the 
collection by subject, author and/or title. The Research Library 
also on Level 2 has further resources that can be accessed by 
students and is open 10am-3pm Monday to Saturday.
 

Maps
 
Along with the primary materials on display, a selection of 
facsimiles of maps, posters and large-scale images can be 
used to elaborate individual and national experience during 
military campaigns, as well as providing information directly 
related to specific battles. 

Medals
 
A significant feature of the gallery is Tohutoa Medals, home 
to the Museum’s military medal collection. These include 
campaign medals, orders, decorations, and related service 
medals. It is also home to the extensive Mackrell collection —
gathered over many years by medal enthusiast Brent Mackrell. 
Digital interactives and visible storage allow for greater public 
access the Museum’s medal collection. Here students can learn 
more about the range and type of medals as well as stories 
about the recipients and their experiences. 

Online Cenotaph
 
Online Cenotaph is Auckland War Memorial Museum’s digital 
space where visitors can access, share and contribute to 
the records of those who served for Aotearoa New Zealand.  
Through various displays in Pou Maumahara, students can 
learn about specific service people. Students are invited to 
deep dive into different topics and archives, including Online 
Cenotaph using to further their research. 



Communities Affected by War (Alice Mickle)

New Zealand was significantly impacted by World War 
I with more than 120,000 New Zealanders enlisting out 
of population of just over one million people. 100,000 
served overseas. Over 17,000 New Zealanders died in or 
because of the war, and about 41,000 men were listed as 
wounded.  Using the photographs and postcards collected 
by Alice Mickle as well as the digital interactive, students 
can learn about building a picture of servicemen in a familiar 
neighbourhood such as Birkenhead.  

Questions:
Using the digital interactive you can gather more 
information about the service people from Birkenhead 
who served during World War 1. Looking at the various 
occupations these individuals had, what do you think would 
have changed for the community of Birkenhead when some 
returned, and others did not?

Alice’s album is comprised of photographs, postcards 
and souvenirs sent to her by Birkenhead soldiers. Using 
the interactive, what do these images show regarding the 
countries they were serving in? Do you get a sense of how  
the war impacted these places? Why or why not?

Key Documents (Piki Kōtuku Te Kuru)
 
During World War I, the men and women who were recruited 
and conscripted for the New Zealand Expeditionary Force 
were required to submit a series of key documents, including 
personnel files and attestation papers. These documents 
contained pertinent information such as next of kin, work 
experience, military background, physical description and 
religion. The personal files of Piki Kōtuku Te Kuru are available 
for students to read and examine, learning more about his  
life and his roles in the Second Māori Contingent and the  
New Zealand Pioneer Battalion. Students can use similar 
search criteria in Online Cenotaph, greatly enhancing their 
research results.

Questions:
What detailed pieces of information can attestation papers 
and casualty forms provide?

After listening to the audio interview with Te Kuru’s great 
great grand niece, in what ways has his family paid tribute 
to him? What do you think the long-term effects of World 
War I were on families of those who passed away or never 
returned?



Rank/Unit (Frederick Tucker) 
 
The New Zealand Mounted Rifles was a brigade of the New 
Zealand Army during World War I. The brigade consisted of  
4 regiments (Auckland, Canterbury, Wellington and Otago)  
of mounted riflemen on horseback who fought most efficiently 
in open countryside. Frederick Tucker, a blacksmith, driver 
and father joined the Wellington Mounted Rifles Regiment in 
1917 and through the archived fragments on display, students 
can get a glimpse into his time in Egypt and Palestine. Here, 
students can gain a better understanding of how using 
specific search criteria such as Armed forces/branches  
and units in Online Cenotaph to expand their research.

Questions:
More than 10,000 horses were used by the New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force during World War I. What do you think 
soldiers had to consider when caring for these horses? How 
many ways can you think horses were used during World 
War I? 

Frederick Tucker sent home several souvenirs to his family 
while he was in Palestine.  What do these souvenirs tell you 
about what Frederick saw or thought his family would find 
interesting? What mementos would you send home if you 
were in a foreign country?

Armed Force/Campaigns (Harold Butterworth)

Many New Zealanders were keen to fly in World War I. The 
two flying schools in New Zealand trained over 250 men, 
while others headed directly to Britain, Australia, Canada or 
the United States and learned to fly there. Harold Butterworth 
was a pilot with the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and through 
reading his diary, students can get a better understanding of 
what life was like flying early military aircraft while reflecting 
on his personal perspectives of key events such as the 
Battle of the Somme in 1916. Online Cenotaph provides the 
opportunity for students to custom search for service people 
based on military campaigns, place of embarkment as well as 
specific branches of the armed forces.

Questions:
Can you piece together information about the archival 
documents on the digital interactive to work out what 
happened to Harold Butterworth?

Have a look at Harold’s leather flight helmet and googles.  
How do you think flying technology has changed in terms  
of clothing as well as engineering? 


