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He didn’t believe 
things could get better . . .

 . . . until he found hope.

Yes, my soul, find rest in God;
my hope comes from him.

Psalm 62:5
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Growing up as an immigrant in America was difficult for 

Isaiah.  His mom was left to raise a two-week-old and five-

year-old in a strange land with no friends or family to help 

after Isaiah’s dad passed away.  His mother remarried shortly 

after, but despite a little more family stability at home, Isaiah 

was severely bullied and harassed from elementary school 

through high school.  The worst incident involved a week-

long stay in the hospital.  After multiple beatings from his 

peers, Isaiah’s behavior turned defiant.  He began sneaking 

out, lying to his parents and destroying property.  His 

parents were unsure how to remedy his behavior.  Isaiah 

began seeing therapist after therapist for a total of 17 in the 

course of eight years.  He became suicidal and expressed a desire 

to end his life.  Immediately, Isaiah was admitted to a hospital for 

two weeks.  Upon discharge, we took him under our wing to  help 

him in his home and school environment.

Isaiah and his parents participated in our community-based 

program Restore Hope.  Restore Hope staff began to work with 

the entire family, “peeling back the layers of the onion” to find a 

family who had suffered a lot of pain and loss. Isaiah told us he didn’t 

believe things could get better and neither did his parents.  The 

family felt completely hopeless.

We conducted family sessions encouraging the family to 

communicate and spend more one-on-one time with each 

other.  The family began working together as a unit and even 

took a short vacation together. After several weeks of program 

participation, Isaiah’s parents noticed a change in him.  He 

became interested in living life and even took on a part-time job.  

His grades went up and in May 2016, Isaiah graduated from high 

school.  Soon, he will leave for college with a full-ride scholarship.  

Isaiah’s mom will forever be grateful for the care we provided her son, 

saying “Restore Hope was a BIG help.  I really mean it.  We love you so 

much.” 

God never promised us an easy life, but that He would hold us every step of 

the way.  For Isaiah, overcoming the odds was his only shot at success.  With 

your support, teens like Isaiah can find new hope in life.  Today, please help 

us reach young people like Isaiah with your generous gift.
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