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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is my pleasure to write this recommendation letter for Mitchell Song. Mitchell was a student in my 
Cognitive Psychology Research Methods Lab course and in Psychophysics and Signal Detection Theory, 
another upper-division cognitive science lab class, at UCLA from 2017-2018. He was also a student in a 
course on Programming for Behavioral Scientists, which was focused on programming basics and data 
analysis of realistic data (from psychology experiments) using MATLAB.   
 
The methods lab was a small, upper-division psychology course in which students were divided into small 
groups of 3 or 4 students and had to work together to design, implement, and carry out an experiment in 
cognitive psychology. Mitchell’s group conducted an experiment testing whether seeing your own face 
while making moral judgments affected how you would respond. This was a well-thought-out experiment 
pulling together several different areas of moral reasoning research, which the group came up with on their 
own. Mitchell was instrumental in the organization and motivation of his group throughout the process. He 
was a key contributor to the final experimental design and had interesting and unique ideas. Mitchell also 
contributed to the statistical data analysis of their results for final group presentations, demonstrating facility 
with quantitative techniques for analyzing group data. Their group had one of the clearest oral presentations 
at the end of class. His communication of difficult and complicated experimental ideas was very clear and 
easy to understand and he conveyed their results in a professional and succinct manner.  
 
The Psychophysics course was a small, upper-division special topics methods course for how to conduct 
psychophysical experiments and perform signal detection analysis. Students are expected to solve problems, 
analyze both real and simulated data, and design and execute their own studies in class. The class required 
students to think of their own research question and carry out a study to completed in small teams. This 
course expanded Mitchell’s quantitative and practical skill-set and served as excellent preparation for 
tackling the kinds of real-world problems he may encounter outside of class. In this class as well, Mitchell 
was a supportive team-member, contributing to all aspects of the experiment, from guiding study design, to 
data analysis, and participating in a presentation of the results at the end of the course.  
 
Although the programming course was more specially designed for psychology and cognitive science 
students, it also taught some programming principles that are more generally applicable programmatic 
thinking. The practical nature of the class provided Mitchell with an opportunity to play around with data 
analysis in a format that he is more likely to encounter in non-academic settings and to deal with realistic 
coding problems in data analysis. In all three classes, Mitchell was a smart, curious, and diligent student and 
I happily recommend him to you with no reservations.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gennady Erlikhman, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Researcher and Lecturer, 
University of California, Los Angeles 


