FLOCD SAFETY

1. lLearn the safest reute from your liome or
business to higher, safer grownd, bug stay
tuned to reports of chatging flood condi

tions.

2. If emergency officials tell you to evacuate
oileave your home, go immediately to a
safe shelter, hotel o relative’s house.

Turi off all utilides, gas and electricliy at
the main switch. Stay away from power
lines and electrical lines, Be alert for gas
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4. Do not wallk through flowing w
‘Drowning is the number one cause _¢
flood ralated deaths. Currents carl be
deceptive; six Inches of moving watei can
knocle you off your faer,

5. Do not drive through a flooded area.
More pecple drown in their cars than in
any other locaton, Vehicles also push
water inte hemes and ceuse additional
propeity danage.

IMPORTANT USEFUL WEBSITES

wynn fenia.goy

WWIY.LISES. OV

WWW.1033.20Y

whwa. hs.water.usgs. govhvdrowatch hitm

WWARALTTIVGS. 1103380

v floods.org

wynw.weather.gov

WIWWLITTSEMA.OFE

www. gautier-ms.gov
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For property owners
in Special Flood
Hazard Areas and
Flood Prone Areas
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HISTORY

Gautier is located amidst the convenience of majer met-
ropolitan areas such as Mobile, Alabama less than 40
rmiles to the east and New Orlzans, Louisiana only 100
miiles to the west. Gauder is nestled along the Mississippi
Gulf Coast vehich offers citizans and visiters alilke a mulk-
tude of enjoyable pastimes. Fine dining, casinos and seme
of the best golf courses in the United States are just 2

fewr of tha assets available in the area.

The City of Gautizr is a beautiful placs to live, She boasts
grand Spanish moss-laden live caks, splendid antebellum
structures and charims of the old South, Tha ¢ley e -

comfortable coexistence with some mammoth indussries
wehile stubbornly maintaining the quiet dignity, quality of
lite and tenacious preservadon of natural beauty mere
characteristic of a rural community. Located on the
“Singing River” by the sea, Gautier has a deep and rich
histery. Over 400 years 20 2 peaceful tribe of native
Aumnericans, the Pascagoula Indians, drewned themselves
in the river rachar than be enslaved by teir eneny, the
flerce Bilexi Indians. Tragically, these nobla people are
extinct teday, but they left us the beautiful legend of the
“Singing River” They were followed closely behind by

the Spenish, French and English settlers.

—_——

o,

FLOOD HAZARD

The 2005 hurricans seasen was one in which the cizans
of Gaugier will remember for quite some time, As you
kniow, Hurricane Katrina flooded a large portion of the
city. Storin surgas of this magnitude were unheard of
prior to Katrina. The storm surge Gautier received vvas
equal to a direct hit from a Category 3 hurricane, Had
Wwe received a more direct hit frem Kairina the storm

surge would have been worse,

As rebuilding consinuas In Gautler, we niust be aware of
the risle of flooding and strive to build in 2 more disasier
; T sane manner, If we do net, wie are doomed to a re-
[;:m of the devastation we experiericed on August 29,

2005,

OUR MISSION

The City of Gautier is dadicated to minimizing the loss of
life and property that is associated with flooding events.
Education and prevention are valuable and proven tools
that help communities become resistant to these natural
disasters. The City of Gautler recognizas that tha entire
community [s susceptible to flooding, not just those
structures located within Special Floed Hazard Areas
(SFHA's). The following information has been pirovidad
to help Inform property owners located within the

SFHA, flood prone areas and also all preperty owners

within the City of Gauder.
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FLOOD INRSURANCE

The purdhase of federal flood insurance is lighty recom-
mended. Baslc homeovmer's lisurance polides don't
cover dainage from floods. The City of Gautier partid-
petes in the National Flood lsurance Program (NFIP)
which means that federally subsidized flood fnsurance is
availeble to everyone in the city, Remember there Is a
30-day vaiting period before a policy becomes efective,
Some people have purdiased flood insurance because it
was required by the bank or loan company wihen they
obtained 2 moitgage or home Inprovement loan. Ususally
these polidies just cover the building’s structure and not
the contents. During the kind of flooding that happens in
the City of Gautier, there is usually more da tr
iumiture and the contents than there is to the st _are
Remembes that a flood insurance polip must be re-
newed each year,

Mandatory Purdwase Requirement: The mandatory pir-
chase requirement applies to all forms of federal or fed-
erally related finan dal assistance for buildings located in a
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). This requirement
aifects loans and grants for the purchase, construciion,
repair, or iimprovement of any publicly or privately
owned buildings in the SFHA, induding machinery, equip-
ment; fixéures and fumnishings contained in sud bulldings.
[Fa building Is located in a SFHA, the ageny or lenderis
required by law to require the recipient to purchase a
flood insurance policy on the building, For more informa-
tlon about food insurance contact:
WA gautier ms.gov
VWL SEMA.0rg
The Gaurtier Public Library
Contact your insurance agency or
" The City of Gauier -
Department of Community Services (Planiing)
PROPERTY PROTECTIORN
Rather then vait for a flood to occur, you cn act noveto
protect your property from flood damage. Yarious =™~
nathves are available to help minimize flooding IFth
level of your property or strudiure is lower than the
Base Flood Elevation (BFE) located on the City's Flood

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), consider ways to prevent
ilooding from occurving such as retrofitting your building,

“Retrofitting” means eltering your building to eliminate or re-
duce flood damage. ‘

Retrofitting measures include:

t.  Elevating the building so that flood waters do not enter or
reach any damageable portion of it.

2. Constructing barviers out of fill or conarete between the
bullding and flood waters.
5. "Dry flood proofing” to make the building walls and flocr

watertight so water does not enter.

4. "Wetilood proofing” te modify the structure and rejocate
the contents so that when flood waters enter the building
there is little or no damage.

7 Preventing basement flooding from sewer backup or suinp
pump failure.

There are several good references on retrofitting in the Gautier
Public Library. Many of these will inform you zbout vetrofiting
techniques and help you decide which is best for you,

FLOOD WARHING SYSTEM

If flooding is imminent and evacuztion of the City is advised, the
City of Gauder will notily you through local radio and cable
television. Additienally, the City will be recelving information
from NOAA Weather Stadon. Radio broadeasts weather infor-
mation at 162.550 MHZ 24 hours a day and from the National
Weather Service ofiices in Mississippi. The local contact number
is (228) 497-8000, Please ll in reference to evacuation notices,
procedures and shelters.

FLOCDPLAIN DEVELOPMENT
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

All deyelopment in the City of Gautier needs locl and state
permits. Contact the City of Gautler's department of Comnu-
nity Services at (228) 497-1878 for aduice before you build, fil,
place a manufactured home or otherwdse develop. The zoning
ordinance, flood control ordinance and the International Building
Codes have special provisions iegulating construction and other
/ celopments within floodplains. Without these provisions,
“._ »d insurance through the National Flood lnsurance Progran
‘“‘( FIP) would not be available to property owners in the City of
Gautier, Any development in the floodplain without a permit is
illegal; such activity @n be reported to the Director of Commu-
nity Services at (226) 497-1 873,

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT
REQUIREMENTS

What Is substantial improveiment! The National Flood
Insurance Program {NFIP) requires that any reconstruc-
tion, rehabilitation, addidon, or other improvement of a
stiucture, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50% of
the marlet value of the structure before the start-of
construction of the improvement, must conform or mest
the same consiruction requiremenis as a new building
and be constructed above the minimum Base Flood Fle-
vatfon (BFE) listed on the City of Gautier’s Flood Insur-
ance Rate Map (FIRM).

What is substantial damage? Substantial damage m eap”
damage of any origin sustzined by a building or strud
wihen the cost of restoring the building to its pre-
damaged condition would equal or exceed 50% of the
marleet value of the building before the damage occurred,
Substantial damage is determined regardless of the actual
repair work performed.

The City of Gautier requires by ordinance that any sub-

stantial improvement or substantial damage improvement

must have a building perinit. Permit information can be
obtained at the Department of Community Services
located at 3305 Gautier Vancleave Road or by calling
(228) 497-1878.

PRAINAGE SYSTEM
MAINTENANCE

It Is illegal in the City of Gautfer to dump any ipe of
debris into a canal, stream, river or drainage ditch. This
debris @n become entangled In culverts and shallow
streambeds, canals or drainage ditches and impede drain-
age causing the flow of water to back up. Citizens of
Gautier should also keep drainage ditches on their prop-
erty free of debris, foliage and vegetation that would
impede the flow of water. Debiis dumping should be
reported to the City of Gautier's Public Works Depart-
ment or the Department of Community Services by
calling (2268) 497-1875. (

FLOOD INFORMATICMN

Citizens of the City of Gautier can obtain flood informa-
tion conceming flooding, flood maps, mandatory flood

Insurance purclhase requirements, flood insurance
requirements and inquiries, and flood zone determi-
nations from the City of Gautier’s Department of
Community Services located at 3305 Gautier Van-
cleave Road or by calling (228) 497-1873.

Real time river gauge information can be obtainad

through the following websites:

hitp:/fwaterdatausgs gov/ms/mwis/uv or through
FLOGD PROTECTION

ASSISTANCE

Concerned ditizens and the geneial public an obtain
information on flood protection assistance from the
iy of Gaufier's Department of Community Sep
vices or the Department of Pubfic Worls by calling
(228) 497-1878. Information is also available on the
City of Gautier's website at vwwwgautier-ms.gov
Flood protection assistance provided by the City of
Gautier is site-specific flood and flood related data,
data on historical flooding In the neighborhood and
similar information so inquirers can relate the flood
threat to their problems.

List of Services Provided:

I.  Provide a list of names of contractors and
consultants lnowdedgeable or experienced i
retrofitting techniques and construction.

Provide materials on how to select a qualified
contractor and what recourse citizens have if
they are dissatisfied with the contractor’s
perforinance.
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3. Make site visits to review flooding drainage
and sewer problems and provide one-on-one
advice to property owners.

4. Provide advice and assistance on refrofitting
techniques, such as, elevating buildings above
flood levels or the Base Flood Elevation (BFE),
dry floed proofing, wet flood proofing and
protecting basements from sewer backup.
Also, information on the installation of barpi-
ers, levees, and floodwalls around individual
buildings or structures is available.



