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Chief Executive Officer, reunite International Child Abduction Centre

Alison has been instrumental in the development of the charity reunite since 1991, initially as a volunteer member of reunite's Management Committee and now as Chief Executive Officer. 

Under Alison’s leadership, reunite operates a 24-hour telephone advice line managing in excess of 17,000 calls per annum, and offers cross-border mediation and advocacy to more than 1,500 families every year.  Alison has developed longer-term preventative initiatives, including urging changes to UK legislation, raising awareness about child abduction, research into the impact of child abduction, pressing foreign governments to deal more effectively with the problem, and using international fora to promote mediated solutions.   reunite’s exemplary global reputation has enhanced the UK’s reputation in dealing with this distressing issue.  Many parents consider reunite’s support has been crucial in helping them cope with the distress of this devastating situation and reuniting them with their children.  

Alison’s dedication to this cause stems from personal experience; her own daughter was abducted to Egypt as a child and only returned after a difficult and harrowing struggle.

Alison received an OBE for her services to the prevention and resolution of international parental child abduction in the 2013 Queen's New Year's Honours List.

