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Why Texas?
Although Texas is known for its massive size in both land and  
spirit, the state’s motto is “Friendship.” These two characte- 
ristics do a great job of defining the people of this great state who 
are always hungry for opportunity and are willing to help each 
other out to get there. Texas is the second largest State in the 
USA, with a population of 29 million and a GDP of $1,886 billion 
in 2019, so it offers interesting opportunities for your company. 
More than 70 percent of the total population of the state lives in 
the aptly named Texas Triangle, which covers the region between 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, San Antonio and Austin, and is one 
of the eleven megaregions in the United States.
 
Trade between the United States and the Netherlands is hugely  
important for both economies. The result of this trade is 825,000 
jobs created in the U.S., and Texas is the strongest trade partner 
with the Netherlands among the 50 states. An estimated 80,000 
jobs in Texas are supported by Dutch-American investment. 

Historically, Silicon Valley and Seattle have been the tech  
destinations for the U.S., but over the last two decades the trend 
has shifted towards other parts of the country. Companies that 
once looked at a location on either American coast as an  
advantage are increasingly considering the logistical and cost 
advantages of locating in Texas.

Watch the video
Do you want to learn why Dutch entrepreneurs think Texas is 
one of the best places to run a business?  
Watch the video “Why Texas”. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megaregions_of_the_United_States
https://youtu.be/SQ1TboUtQ1g
https://youtu.be/SQ1TboUtQ1g


As one of the cities with the strongest 
growth potential, and an attractive life-
style, San Antonio continues to be a  
shining star in Texas. Located in 
south-central Texas, San Antonio is the 
7th largest city in the United States with 
a population of over 2.5 million. The 16 
colleges and universities in the area  
educate 160,000 students, providing a 
steady supply of skilled talent to the City’s 
workforce of 1.2 million.

San Antonio has a long-standing military 
heritage, and access to top technology, 
medicine, aerospace, and cybersecurity 
assets that create a thriving business 
environment for the private sector. 

Through unprecedented partnerships between the military, 
academic institutions, and private research organizations, San 
Antonio dominates cybersecurity in Texas, and is quickly  
becoming a global leader in the biosciences sector. 

From hundreds of small companies getting their start at local 
tech incubators to international organizations, businesses of all 
sizes thrive here. The city is home to more than 400 head- 
quarters operations, including the financial services giant, USAA; 
grocer and e-commerce leader, H-E-B; the oil titan, Valero, and 
tech innovator, Rackspace. San Antonio is also a regional hub for 
global brands like Ernst & Young, Accenture, TJX, and Hulu. The 
city’s manufacturing legacy remains strong with giants like  
Toyota and Boeing, building and innovating in San Antonio. 

For more information on San Antonio and to explore 
target industries, visit the international landing page of 
IBDC.

https://www.sanantonioedf.com/our-services/global-business-development/ibdc/


Businesses are attracted to San Antonio’s 
low-cost of doing business, skilled work-
force, central North American location 
with proximity to Mexico, and high quality 
of life. In San Antonio, you’ll find a  
business community and a local  
government that provides business 
environment that values growth and an 
eagerness to assist new international 
businesses succeed here. 

START-UPS
507

UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES
16

AVERAGE HOURLY WAGE
$22.03

INHABITANTS
City of San Antonio
Greater San Antonio
Metropolitan Area

1.89 Million

2.56 Million

TOP SECTORS
• Cybersecurity
• Manufacturing
• Life Science & Health
• Information Technology
• Financial Services
• Food Products
• Tourism



Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center Calendar
The Gonzales Convention Center is one of the most  
important spaces for conventions and tradeshows. Their 
events are very general, and they update their calendar 
regularly. 

Geekdom Events
Geekdom is a coworking space for 
start-ups that also serves as an 
event space for meetups and 
other community events. You can 
find those events on their online 
calendar.

San Antonio Start-up Week
A five-day event organized by
volunteers to bolster the city’s 
start-ups. The event has educational 
panels, workshops and city-building 
events.

TechBloc
TechBloc wants to secure San Anto-
nio’s future as a city rife with great 
companies and a thriving social 
scene. They organize many events 
throughout the year including panel 
discussions, job fairs and network-
ing receptions.

San Antonio Entrepreneurship Week 
San Antonio Entrepreneurship Week is a celebration of a year of entrepreneurship in the San Antonio region. Through  
storytelling, perspective sharing, and community building, they ensure that entrepreneurs in the area know where to  
find their community.

Tech Treck Fiesta 
Fiesta is San Antonio’s longest and largest “party with a 
purpose” that introduce to the growing startups,  
technologies, and tech companies that call San Antonio’s 
downtown Tech district home, with a Treck on 
Houston St.

https://sanantonio.startupweek.co/
https://www.satechbloc.com/events/
https://geekdom.com/events/
https://www.sahbgcc.com/Events-News/Upcoming-Events
https://www.saew.org/
https://satechtrek.splashthat.com/
https://sanantonio.startupweek.co/


Venture X
Venture X is in the North of San Antonio 
just 15 minutes from the airport. The space 
welcomes companies at every stage of their 
development, so you’ll be interacting with a 
broad range of entrepreneurs.  
The spaces have a modern, loft design with 
exposed ceilings, and outdoor patio terrace, 
and floor-to-ceiling windows. The space also 
offers a centralized café lounge, high-speed 
internet, office supplies and equipment and 
meeting rooms. 

The coworking space also hosts weekly 
events for its members. It already has many 
locations throughout Texas and plans on 
expanding with multiple locations in Houston 
and Dallas. 

EPI Center
EPIcenter is a dynamic place where visionary 
entrepreneurs, technologists and communi-
ties come together to create a brighter energy 
future. Leaders from around the world will 
come here to research, generate and  
promote new ideas surrounding new energy, 
and to engage citizens of all ages in discus-
sions about energy transformation. EPIcenter 
is San Antonio’s gift to the new energy indus-
try worldwide, as it is a local hub with global 
implications for the new energy economy. 

Geekdom
One of the main players in the start-up scene in San Antonio is 
Geekdom. The organization provides a collaborative workspace 
where community entrepreneurs gather to give insight, provide 
mentorship, and lend support to one another.

Cubes at the Quonset
Quonset is just a block away from “The Pearl,” a former brewer 
turned shopping center with restaurants and apartments along 
the bank of the River Walk. Work spaces range from 250 to 800 
square feet, and in total accommodate up to forty members.

https://www.venturex.com/locations/texas/san-antonio/
http://www.epicenterus.org/
https://www.cubesatthequonset.com/
https://geekdom.com/


IBDC: Thinking globally, growing locally
The International Business Development Center (IBDC) started in 
1999 as a business incubator and accelerator program providing 
a soft landing for foreign companies entering the U.S. market.

Today the IBDC functions as an export accelerator program for 
aspiring or current exporters with short-term flexible office space 
for companies in the program. The program facilitates a  
competitive entry to a new export market through customized 
research, planning, sales and business development services 
and consulting. 

AccelerateH2O
AccelerateH2O discovers, invests in, and 
promotes new and existing technologies 
that have potential to fill demands and 
needs in Texas’ water technology market 
by addressing critical water issues,  
barriers, and unique opportunities.
 
AccelerateH2O is a non-profit  
organization, born out of the Texas  
Research & Technology Foundation in 
2014, that provides open research and 
resources for water technology start-ups. 
It plans to provide a database of technical 
papers and patents from Texas’ academic 
institutions and research organizations.

RealCo
RealCo specializes in helping B2B tech 
start-ups with long-term support. While 
providing capital for its businesses, the 
incubator also identifies gap in your  
business plan and offers hands-on  
assistance to connect companies with 
seasoned experts and down-stream  
investors. 

RealCo only takes on about 5-10  
companies per year, which means your 
start-up would receive a lot of  
personalized attention while working 
there. 

https://www.sanantonioedf.com/our-services/global-business-development/ibdc/
http://www.accelerateh2o.org
http://www.realco.com


VelocityTX 
VelocityTX at its core is an innovation 
hub where entrepreneurs and those who 
are interested in startups can access the 
resources they need – capital, mentors, 
investment opportunities, subject matter 
experts and connection to the San Anto-
nio Ecosystem.

More innovation hubs

BioMedSA
The Healthcare Bioscience Development 
Corporation San Antonio (BioMedSA) is a 
hub focused on enlarging and improving 
the healthcare sector in San Antonio. 

Build Sec Foundry
Build Sec Foundry is an incubator focused 
on accelerating and launching new  
early-stage, high-growth, product  
security startups. 

Port Innovation Center
For more than 100 years, the land that is now Port San Antonio 
has been a center for innovation. Today, marquee names in  
aero-space, manufacturing, cybersecurity, robotics and other 
technologically advanced industries conduct an array of projects 
on this large site. The Port campus is a well-established and  
rapidly growing national center of deep, rich technological  
expertise and talent. 

Tech Novum
The accelerator at UT Health San Antonio is intended to assist 
investigator entrepreneurs who wish to play a more active role in 
the commercialization of their UT Health San Antonio- 
developed inventions. TechNovum provides practical  
commercialization-oriented educational coaching and is  
designed to help investigator entrepreneurs to validate their 
product idea through the use of customer and market feedback, 
and the creation and development of a compelling  
commercialization story. 

http://velocitytx.org/
http://www.biomedsa.org/#&panel1-1
https://buildsecfoundry.com/
https://www.techportsa.com/
https://otc.uthscsa.edu/technovum


VentureHealth provides accredited investors 
with access to high growth opportunities in 
the $2.5 trillion healthcare sector. Venture-
Health’s mission is to dramatically transform 
clinical outcomes by capitalizing break-
through innovations.

Incube Ventures
Incube Ventures invests in and helps 
promising life science companies. 

Alamo Angels
AlamoAngels was founded in 2017, but 
their portfolio already includes 10 
companies. 

Active Capital
Active Capital is a venture firm focused on 
leading seed rounds for B2B SaaS  
companies outside of Silicon Valley.

Geekdom Funds
Geekdom Fund is a venture capital fund 
that invests in early-stage tech startups.

https://www.venturehealth.com/
https://www.incubevc.com/
https://alamoangels.com/
https://www.activecapital.com/
https://geekdomfund.com/


City of San Antonio-Economic 
Development 
The Economic Development landing page 
leads to information about initiatives and 
government resources for companies and 
entrepreneurs. 

San Antonio Economic Development Foundation
The San Antonio Economic Develpment Foundation is a private, 
non-profit organization that helps companies relocate and settle 
in San Antonio.

Startup Grind San Antonio
Start-up Grind hosts events internationally and has many local chapters. They regularly 
host speakers, networking events and receptions. 

https://www.sanantonio.gov/edd
http://www.sanantonioedf.com/
https://www.meetup.com/Startup-Grind-San-Antonio/


This playbook is a publication made by the NBSO Texas. 
For more information, please contact us at: 

office@nbso-texas.com
www.nbso-texas.com

Follow us!

Do you need more 
information about doing 

business in Texas? 

Visit our website 
for more publications

The Netherlands Business Support Office Texas supports Dutch companies looking 
for business opportunities in San Antonio. Also, the Economic Development Depart-
ment of the City of San Antonio offers great information on Economic Development 
and the incentives when doing business in San Antonio.

The San Antonio Economic Development Foundation (SAEDF) is a private, nonprofit 
organization that assists businesses and industries locate and expand into the San 
Antonio area. SAEDF is supported by its partners (City of San Antonio, Bexar Coun-
ty, CPS Energy, SAWS) and more than 165 Board Members. Since 1975, SAEDF has 
assisted over 450 companies with their location and/or expansion plans. 

mailto:office%40nbso-texas.com?subject=
http://www.nbso-texas.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nbso-texas
https://twitter.com/NBSOTexas
https://www.facebook.com/NBSOTexas
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcLnRIKHYfPID60BEEkoVow
https://www.instagram.com/nbsotexas/
https://www.nbso-texas.com/publications
https://www.nbso-texas.com/publications
http://www.nbso-texas.com/
https://www.sanantonio.gov/edd
https://www.sanantonio.gov/edd
http://www.sanantonioedf.com

