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Why Texas?
Although Texas is known for its massive size in both land and  
spirit, the state’s motto is “Friendship.” These two characte- 
ristics do a great job of defining the people of this great state who 
are always hungry for opportunity and are willing to help each 
other out to get there. Texas is the second largest State in the 
USA, with a population of 29 million and a GDP of $1,886 billion 
in 2019, so it offers interesting opportunities for your company. 
More than 70 percent of the total population of the state lives in 
the aptly named Texas Triangle, which covers the region between 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, San Antonio and Austin, and is one 
of the eleven megaregions in the United States.
 
Trade between the United States and the Netherlands is hugely  
important for both economies. The result of this trade is 825,000 
jobs created in the U.S., and Texas is the strongest trade partner 
with the Netherlands among the 50 states. An estimated 80,000 
jobs in Texas are supported by Dutch-American investment. 

Historically, Silicon Valley and Seattle have been the tech  
destinations for the U.S., but over the last two decades the trend 
has shifted towards other parts of the country. Companies that 
once looked at a location on either American coast as an  
advantage are increasingly considering the logistical and cost 
advantages of locating in Texas.

Watch the video
Do you want to learn why Dutch entrepreneurs think Texas is 
one of the best places to run a business?  
Watch the video “Why Texas”. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megaregions_of_the_United_States
https://youtu.be/SQ1TboUtQ1g
https://youtu.be/SQ1TboUtQ1g


Austin has a vibrant, creative and  
entrepreneurial spirit but has kept a 
smaller town atmosphere. The University 
of Texas Campus, which is in the middle of 
the city, keeps the heart of the city youth-
ful and wanting more.

Known as the land of the perpetual boom, 
it is a growth corridor that is expanding 
and attracting residents and jobs with 
impressive numbers, leaving the rest of 
the big metro areas in the United States in 

the dust. Austin ranks best in the country for freelancers (Nerd-
wallet), best for start-ups (Kaufmann index), best American city 
for LGBT seniors (SeniorAdvice) and is expected to double its 
population by 2040. 
 
Since 2000, employment in the Austin area has expanded by 52.3 
percent. Austin’s job growth has been roughly three times that of 
New York, more than four times that of San Francisco, five times 
of Los Angeles and 10 times of Chicago. For two years in a row, 
Austin has taken the number one spot in the United States on the 
influential Kauffman start-up index with the most start-ups per 
capita, unseating Silicon Valley as the traditional start-up capital 
of the US. Following this data, roughly 555 out of every 100,000 
adults in the Austin region became entrepreneurs in a given 
month during the past six years, on average.The Austin-Round Rock metro- 

politan area is the fourth largest in 
Texas. Austin’s population has a 
high concentration of well- 
educated millennials.  
The median age is 33. The city’s 
population has grown by 30.9% in 
the last decade.

“Keep Austin weird”



START-UPS
4.259

UNIVERSITIES
11

AVERAGE HOURLY WAGE
$26.53

Furthermore, nearly eight out of 10 new 
entrepreneurs in the Austin area were 
employed at the time they created their 
start-ups. Lastly, Austin claims about 
4.250 start-up businesses.

INHABITANTS
City of Austin
Austin-Round Rock
Metropolitan Area

978,908

2.22 Million

TOP SECTORS
• Advanced Tech & Manufacturing
• Life Science & Health
• Creative Industry
• Information Technology
• Defense and Security



SXSW
South by Southwest (SXSW) Interactive Festival is an annual international 
must-visit, showcasing emerging multimedia technologies and the growing 
prominence of the Texas gaming, software, and social media industries. The 
“Start-up Village track” brings together start-ups, entrepreneurs and 
investors from all over the world. 
Over the last years, the event has become a launching pad for the latest  
innovations set to positively impact society and the environment, and serves as a 
place of discovery for investors, corporations, government officials, foundations 
and media outlets.

Austin Convention  
Center Events Calendar
You can view a list of upcoming 
exhibitions in Austin via the  
online events calendar for the 
Austin Convention Center.

Developer Week
DeveloperWeek Austin is the largest developer event in Texas and the South, 
with 3,000+ application developers/engineers, developer managers &  
executives coming together in Austin.

Smart Cities Connect Conference & Expo
Smart Cities Connect Conference & Expo brings together over 200 Cities and 
their respective leadership to prospect and partner with innovative  
technology and service providers; linking progressive cities with 
state-of-the-art solutions and best practices. 

Start-up Technology and Service Companies with innovative Smart City solutions 
can demonstrate their solutions to the global community of city leaders, other 
technology and solution providers, investors and innovators who are working 
together on the next generation of Smart City solutions. 

Capital Factory Austin Events 
Calendar
This Austin accelerator hosts events 
that connect the technology 
community in Austin. Their online 
events calendar is updated regularly 
with events hosted by Capital 
Factory, as well as Meetups that use 
the Capital Factory space for a 
meeting place.

Austin Start-up Week
Five days of events showcasing the 
Austin start-up community to both 
locals and visitors. 

https://www.sxsw.com
https://www.sxsw.com
https://www.capitalfactory.com/
https://www.austinconventioncenter.com/events/
http://smartcitiesconnect.com/
https://www.developerweek.com/Austin/
http://austinstartupweek.com/


Overview
An overview and rating of all the available coworking 
spaces in Austin are at Yelp .

WeWork
WeWork has two locations in Austin. 
There are many common areas where you 
can find like-minded entrepreneurs. Both 
buildings have lounge areas and easy 
access to great restaurants and the city’s 
unparalleled music scene. WeWork has 
offices worlwide, including in Houston 
and Amsterdam, and your membership 
allows you entry into any of their spaces. 

Createscape
Createscape is a coworking office space 
in the heart of Austin with an aesthetic 
design and an open-workplace environ-
ment for freelancers, start-ups, remote 
teams, non-profits, and small business 
entrepreneurs to work, collaborate and 
create. 

https://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=Coworking+Space&find_loc=Austin%2C+TX
http://createscapework.co/
https://www.wework.com/l/austin--TX


Capital Factory
Located right in the middle of downtown Austin,  
Capital Factory is the ultimate place for entrepreneurs 
to learn, work, and accelerate their companies. The 
16th floor is an open floor plan with coworking,  
dedicated desks, meeting rooms, event space, a 
classroom and a fantastic break room. The 5th floor has 
private offices, dedicated desks, a game room, and a 
video recording studio. 

Capital Factory offers a Device Lab that gives you  
access to a plethora of tablets, phones, and other 
devices for QA, research, development, expansion, and 
customer support. Every day there are angel investors 
and venture capitalist at Capital Factory. You can  
become part of a mentorship program. In this program 
a CEO (former start-up entrepreneur) will give you all 
the guidance you need. 

Capital Factory introduces you to a great network of 
incubators, accelerators and venture capitalist. 

Galvanize
Their campus serves as a home base to start-ups and 
established companies building tech-enabled innova-
tions and has all the amenities of a coworking space, 
plus learning opportunities, resources, and access to 
the network a growing start-up needs. Galvanize  
Ventures offers Venture Capital. They are always  
looking for great early stage investments in the mem-
bers and the larger community. 

https://capitalfactory.com/
http://www.galvanize.com/campuses/austin-2nd-street-district/


ATI- Clean Energy Incubator
Another well-known incubator is ATI-Clean Energy incubator, 
which is the longest established incubator in the US since 2001 
and they are the start-up incubator of the University of Texas at 
Austin as part of the IC2 Institute for the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

They support university entrepreneurship and start-ups at the 
early stage of pre-formation funding (research grants etc.). They 
provide distinctive support for competitive grants, including ERC. 
Selected by State, Federal government as “best practices” and 
have raised almost $837 million in investor capital since 2007. 
The ATI portfolio has provided a 3X return to investors. 

ATI has a big economic impact, they have created for $1 billion in 
economic value, which is more than 6,500 jobs for Austin. Five 
teams of the University of Texas in Austin research use ATI as a 
“laboratory.” ATI also teaches courses in five UT-Austin schools/
colleges. 

Mass Challenge
Mass challenge currently helps  
companies from 5 continents, 18 
countries, 12 states, and the five major 
Texas cities. Mass Challenge accepts 
start-ups from any industry from all 
over the Companies that apply should 
have raised less than $500 thousand 
in equity-based funding and have less 
than $1 million in sales for the  
previous 12 months in which they 
apply. 

https://ic2.utexas.edu/
https://ic2.utexas.edu/
http://ati.utexas.edu/current-portfolio/clean-energy/
https://masschallenge.org/programs-texas


More incubators & accelerators in Austin 
based on the sector are listed below.

High Tech 
• IBM Partnerworld – Austin and Dallas

• Tech Ranch Austin (international)

• TechStars (international)

Creative
• SXSW Accelerator

Life Science & Health
• Dreamit Ventures

• Innovation Underground

General
• Economic Growth Business Incubator (EGBI)

• Research Valley Innovation Center (RVIC) (in 
College Station)

• SKU (FNA Incubation Station) 

• Thinktiv

• UnLtd USA

University 
• Austin Technology Incubator (ATI) at the  

University of Texas at Austin (BIO/Health; Clean 
Energy; Silicon and software)

• Jon Brumley Texas Venture Labs (TVL)  
Accelerator at the University of Texas at Austin

• Longhorn Startup lab at the University of Texas  
at Austin

• STAR Park at Texas State University (in San  
Marcos)

• Startup Aggieland at Texas A&M University (in 
College Station) 

• Texas A&M Bioscience business accelerator (In 
College Station)

http://dtsc.dfw.ibm.com/
http://techranchaustin.com/
http://www.techstars.com/team/
https://www.sxsw.com/apply-to-participate/sxsw-accelerator/
http://www.dreamit.com/#meaningful-experience
http://iu.adventgx.com/
http://egbi.org/
https://brazosvalleyedc.org/
https://brazosvalleyedc.org/
http://www.sku.is/
http://www.thinktiv.com/
http://www.unltdusa.org/
http://ati.utexas.edu/
http://ati.utexas.edu/
http://ati.utexas.edu/
http://www.mccombs.utexas.edu/Centers/Texas-Venture-Labs
http://www.mccombs.utexas.edu/Centers/Texas-Venture-Labs
http://longhornstartup.com/
http://longhornstartup.com/
http://www.txstate.edu/starpark/
http://www.txstate.edu/starpark/
https://mays.tamu.edu/mcferrin-center-for-entrepreneurship/startup-aggieland/
https://mays.tamu.edu/mcferrin-center-for-entrepreneurship/startup-aggieland/
http://startupaggieland.com/
http://startupaggieland.com/


Microventures
An online platform for entrepreneurs look-
ing for investors and investors looking for 
investments for both highly curated early 
and late stage invest-
ment opportunities. 

Austin Angel Investors
Online platform to 
find angel investors

Central Texas Angel network 
(CTAN)
CTAN is the most active single-chapter 
angel group in North America and a 
significant source of early-stage capital to 
entrepreneurs from 
Texas and beyond. 

Austin Ventures
Investment focus: early and later stage
information technology or non-techno- 
logy companies in Texas and the South-
west.

Mercury Fund
Mercury Fund focuses 
solely on seed and 
early-stage ventures. 

Unorthodox Ventures 
Unorthodox Ventures partners with 
relevant founders, providing capital and 
expertise to build  
companies faster. 

https://microventures.com/
https://angel.co/austin/investors
http://centraltexasangelnetwork.com/
http://www.austinventures.com/
http://mercuryfund.com/
https://unorthodoxventures.com/


Built in Austin
Called Austin’s hub for start-ups and tech: 
an online platform for start-ups with start-
up jobs, events, news, local start-ups and 
blogs. 

Techstars
Techstars supports new ventures,  
provides resources for entrepreneurs,  
and connects the community. 

Austin Business Journal
The Business Journals are newspapers that report on 
everything business in many cities, including the four 
major ones in Texas. They have great resources to read 
about the economic climate of each city, and their 
events calendar highlights many corporate and  
networking events.

Pecan street
Headquartered at The University of Texas at Austin, 
Pecan Street Inc. is a research and development  
organization focused on developing and testing  
advanced technology, business model and customer 
behavior surrounding advanced energy management 
systems. 

http://www.builtinaustin.com/
http://communities.techstars.com/usa/austin/about
https://www.bizjournals.com/Austin/event
http://www.pecanstreet.org


This playbook is a publication made by the NBSO Texas. 
For more information, please contact us at: 

office@nbso-texas.com
www.nbso-texas.com

Follow us!

Do you need more 
information about doing 

business in Texas? 

Visit our website 
for more publications.

The Netherlands Business Support Office Texas supports Dutch companies looking 
for business opportunities in Austin. Also, the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce 
helps (new) businesses looking for opportunities in Austin. The City of Austin  
promotes (small) business development and has several programs to support  
start-ups, like BizAid, BizOpen, Entrepreneur Center of Austin, Locally Austin etc. 
and various funding programs. 

The Austin Independent Business Alliance is an organization of independent, locally 
owned firms in Austin and is composed of over 300 member businesses, promoting 
small businesses in Austin. It helps communities to launch and successfully operate 
“buy local” campaigns; facilitate group purchasing and marketing among local  
businesses, and other programs to support community enterprise. 

mailto:office%40nbso-texas.com?subject=
http://www.nbso-texas.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nbso-texas
https://twitter.com/NBSOTexas
https://www.facebook.com/NBSOTexas
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcLnRIKHYfPID60BEEkoVow
https://www.instagram.com/nbsotexas/
https://www.nbso-texas.com/publications
https://www.nbso-texas.com/publications
http://www.nbso-texas.com/
https://www.austinchamber.com/
https://austintexas.gov/department/bizaid
https://ibuyaustin.com/

