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INHABITANTS
Dallas - Fort Worth
7.1 Million

UNIVERSITIES
78

AVERAGE HOURLY
WAGE
$24.64

Dallas has one of the strongest econo-
mies in the country. Its proximity to Fort 
Worth makes it a booming metroplex, 
and the cities are often named together.  
The Dallas/Fort Worth International 
Airport is one of the largest and busiest 
airports in the world; the region has  
become a major inland port in addition 
to its successful economy. 

Out of the four major cities in Texas,  
Dallas might be the most typically  
Texan. It is home to the State Fair of 
Texas, which lasts for 24 days celebrating 
everything about the Lone Star State 
while promoting agriculture and educa-
tion. 

With professional teams in American 
Football, Basketball, Baseball, Soccer and 
Hockey, the city is also a great destina-
tion for sports. Additionally, Dallas has 
made a name for itself in the fine arts 
world with the Dallas Museum of Art and 
many galleries throughout town. 

Although they are often paired together 
as the same city, Fort Worth has its own 
identity and business culture as well. 

And the proximity to Dallas does make 
the metroplex a great way to access  
millions of hard-working Texans. Fort 
Worth has four great universities and is 
home to some of the nation’s top compa-
nies, such as Pier One Imports and Acme 
Brick.

There are 22 Fortune 500 companies in 
Dallas and the surrounding areas inclu- 
ding Exxon Mobil, AT&T, American  
Airlines Group, and Energy Transfer, 
which are all in the top 100.

Dallas - Fort Worth

TOP SECTORS
Defense
Technology
Financial Services

START-UPS
200+  
per 100,00 residents

Facts and numbers

https://bigtex.com/
https://bigtex.com/


Dallas and Fort Worth have a long history 
of being great for business, so having a 
great environment for startups rife with 
promotional and networking events is a 
natural fit. The region has embraced its 
role as the hub for emerging companies in 
North Texas and regularly hosts events for 
companies across a broad range of  
industries. 

events

Fort Worth Chamber of  
Commerce
The Fort Worth Chamber 
of Commerce hosts events 
with speakers, mentorship, 
state of the county reports 
and ribbon cutting ceremo-
nies for new businesses. 

Dallas Business Journal
The Business Journals are newspapers that report on everything business in many cities, including  
the four major ones in Texas. They have great resources to read about the economic climate of 
each city, and their events calendar highlights many corporate and networking events.

Dallas Start-up Week
Dallas Start-up Week is a free five-day event 
in downtown Dallas where start-ups go to 
find mentoring and partnerships. The event 
is presented by Techstars and sponsored by 
Chase for Business.

Dallas Regional 
Chamber
The Dallas Chamber regu-
larly hosts economic events 
including educational, net-
working, leadership,  
economic development, 
and professional events. 
They also have space that 
can be rented. 

Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Convention Center
Kay Bailey Hutchison  
Convention Center hosts 
regular conventions,  
gatherings and tradeshows. 
They update their calendar 
with general events  
regularly. 

http://www.dallasstartupweek.com/
https://www.bizjournals.com/dallas/calendar
https://www.dallaschamber.org/events/
https://business.fortworthchamber.com/events/?c=6&st=1
http://www.dallasconventioncenter.com/calendar/


There are new players in the industry 
rising all the time, so we’ve high- 
lighted some of the well-established 
coworking spaces and incubators. 
There will definitely be a perfect fit for 
your company among the many great 
options in the region.

Coworking spaces

main players

GeniusDen
GeniusDen matches its entrepreneurs with 
qualified mentorship at its facility. Their 
focus is on early-stage growth, and they 
provide connections to customers,  
vendors and capital whenever possible.

Common Desk
The Common Desk has 4 locations 
throughout Dallas. They focus on providing 
a modern experience for entrepreneurs 
with their onsite coffee shop, treadmill 
desks and many other resources and 
amenities for their tenants. 

Capital Factory Dallas
The new space is half coworking and half 
community space for meetups, classes and 
large groups. You can see the construction 
floorplans below.

Addison TreeHouse
The Addison TreeHouse is part of the  
Dallas Entrepreneur Network, and they 
focus on providing entrepreneurs with 
programming and events, mentorship and 
education. 

The Dallas Entrepreneur Center
This Center is the main player for  
start-ups in Dallas. It has a business  
support structure that focuses on  
stimulating job growth to boost the Dallas 
economy. The DEC focuses on providing 
services to paying members such as office 
spaces, high speed internet, unlimited  
coffee, access to the online member  
platform, DEC-coordinated events.  
Additionally, the center offers access to  
experts from major corporations,  
investment groups, academic institutions 
and government entities. 

TECH Fort Worth
TECH Fort Worth is a nonprofit that has 
been around since 1998. They focus on 
emerging technology companies and offer 
them mentorship, and coaching. They have 
three programs companies can join called 
ThinkLab, SmartStart, and FastForward. 

https://geniusden.com/
https://thecommondesk.com/
https://www.capitalfactory.com/2018/01/22/dallas-stay-26000-sq-ft-startup-coworking-events-coming-centrum-uptown-may-2018/
http://www.addisontreehouse.com/
https://thedec.co/
http://techfortworth.org/


Incubators & Accelerators

There is a list of them 
here: 

Venture Capital & Angel Investors

Dallas Venture Partners
They invest in early-stage companies 
that have experienced management and 
disruptive technology. They focus on many 
industries and are particularly focused 
on Agriculture technology, healthcare IT, 
network technology, scalable mobile 
applications, gaming technology and 
web-enabled services. 

Dallas Angel Network
This is a group of angel investors  
seeking minority interests in small  
companies. Companies looking for their 
help should have market acceptance 
and be at a point where they could not 
grow without outside funding. 

https://tech.co/startup-accelerators-dallas-2015-07
http://www.dallasangelnetwork.com
http://www.dallassventurepartners.com


In addition to the many great organizations available to entrepreneurs upon visiting the Dallas Forth Worth Metroplex, you 
can start your journey online by checking out some of the great resources online. 

Online resOurces

additiOnal resOurces

Make sure to check out some more resources not specific to any city but still 
helpful to entrepreneurs. There are great tools from the State of Texas and online 
for any budding entrepreneur. 

Small Business Administration
The Small Business Administration is an 
independent agency of the federal  
government dedicated to helping people 
start, build and grow their business. They 
help businesses with contracting,  
business plans, funding and have  
resources for anything an independent 
business could need. 

The Governor’s Business and  
Community Development Division
The office of the Governor provides many 
resources for small businesses including 
incentives, help with licenses, robust  
publications and more. They even have a 
State Trade Expansion Program. 

Kick Starter
Kick Starter is an online platform where 
anyone can post a product or anything 
they’ve created, including movies, art and 
music, to receive funding from donors 
from around the world. Since its inception 
in 2009, 15 million people have backed 
a project raising over $3.8 billion, and 
148,820 projects have been successfully 
funded. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth Startup 
Ecosystem – Silicon Hills Lawyer
Silicon Hills Lawyer is a law firm and blog 
that helps start-ups navigate the 
ecosystem of venture capital, funding and 
anything that can be new for beginning 
entrepreneurs.

https://gov.texas.gov/business
https://www.sba.gov/
https://www.kickstarter.com/
http://siliconhillslawyer.com/dallas-startups-ecosystem/


beyOnd business

The Netherlands Business Support Office 
Texas supports Dutch companies looking 
for business opportunities in Dallas. The 
Dallas Business Resource and Information 
Network (B.R.A.I.N.) is a partnership 
between the City of Dallas Economic 
Development and the Dallas Public Library, 
which promotes entrepreneurial literacy 
among developing and established 
businesses. 

Texas has hundreds of incubators and 
accelerator programs in addition to the 
prominent ones we listed in our guide. The 
full list can be found here. 

This publication is made possible by NBSO Texas. 
For more information, please contact us at  
office@nbso-texas.com.
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http://usa.nbso-texas.com/events
https://www.dallasecodev.org/298/Small-Business
https://www.dallasecodev.org/298/Small-Business
https://www.dallasecodev.org/298/Small-Business
mailto:office%40nbso-texas.com?subject=
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/business/StartUpDirectory.pdf

