SAN ANTONIO

An indispensable guide for
start-ups in San Antonio

Contents
INTRODUCTION						1
EVENTS							2
MAIN PLAYERS						3
COWORKING SPACES					3
INCUBATORS & ACCELERATORS				4
CROWD FUNDING						5
5
VENTURE CAPITAL & ANGEL INVESTORS			
ONLINE RESOURCES					6
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES					6
BEYOND BUSINESS						7

Facts and Numbers
San Antonio
Ranked as the number one city for economic growth potential by Business
Facilities and number third among
America’s Secretly Cool Cities by the
Huffington Post, San Antonio continues
to be a shining star in Texas. Located in
south-central Texas, San Antonio is the
7th largest city in the United States and
has a population of over 2 million. The
15 colleges and universities in the area
educate 160,000 students, providing a
steady supply of skilled talent to the
City’s workforce of 1.2 million.
From the 350 small companies getting
their start at the local tech incubator
(Geekdom) to larger operations like
Maruchan and Toyota, businesses of all
sizes thrive here. San Antonio provides a
business-friendly environment to a broad
range of industries including aerospace
(Boeing, Lockheed Martin), healthcare
(Humana, United Healthcare), bioscience
(BD- Becton, Dickinson and Company,
Medtronic), information technology
(Rackspace), cybersecurity (root9B,
Digital Defense), new energy (Mission
Solar Energy, KACO New Energy), and
advanced manufacturing (Cytocentrics,
Indo-MIM).

Businesses are attracted to San
Antonio’s low-cost of doing business,
skilled workforce, central North
American location with proximity to
Mexico, and high quality of life. In San
Antonio, you’ll find a business
community and a local government that
provides business environment that
values growth and an eagerness to assist
new international businesses succeed
here.
For more information on San Antonio and
to explore target industries in six additional languages, visit the international
landing page TxOpportunity.com.

INHABITANTS
City of San Antonio:
1.49 Million
Greater San Antonio
Metropolitan area:
2.47 Million

UNIVERSITIES
31

AVERAGE HOURLY
WAGE
$22.20

START-UPS
87
per 100,00 residents

TOP SECTORS
Cybersecurity
New Energy
Bioscience&HealthCare
Military & Defense

Events
San Antonio has embraced the potential
of its local entrepreneurs. The once
“big city with a small-town feel” has
become a burgeoning center for innovation across several industries while
keeping its hometown charm. The many
events showcasing, launching and
connecting startups reflect the city’s
rich history and eclectic background.

San Antonio Start-up Week
A five-day event organized by volunteers
to bolster the city’s start-ups. The event
has educational panels, workshops and
city-building events.

Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center Calendar
The Gonzales Convention Center is one of the most important spaces for conventions and
tradeshows. Their events are very general, and they update their calendar regularly.

TechBloc

Geekdom Events Calendar

TechBloc wants to secure San Antonio’s
future as a city rife with great companies
and a thriving social scene. They organize
many events throughout the year
including panel discussions, job fairs and
networking receptions.

Geekdom is a coworking space for start-ups
that also serves as an event space for
meetups and other community events. You
can find those events on their online
calendar.

Main players
Coworking spaces
There are new players in the industry
rising all the time, so we’ve highlighted some of the well-established
coworking spaces and incubators.
There will definitely be a perfect fit for
your company among the many great
options in San Antonio.

Geekdom

One of the main players in the start-up
scene in San Antonio is Geekdom. The
organization provides a collaborative
workspace where community entrepreneurs gather to give insight, provide mentorship, and lend support to one another.

Cubes at the Quonset

Quonset is just a block away from “The
Pearl,” a former brewer turned shopping
center with restaurants and apartments
along the bank of the River Walk. Work
spaces range from 250 to 800 square feet,
and in total accommodate up to forty
members.

Venture X

Venture X is in the North of San Antonio just 15 minutes from the airport. The
space welcomes companies at every stage of their development, so you’ll be
interacting with a broad range of entrepreneurs. The spaces have a modern, loft
design with exposed ceilings, and outdoor patio terrace, and floor-to-ceiling
windows. The space also offers a centralized café lounge, high-speed internet,
office supplies and equipment and meeting rooms.
The coworking space also hosts weekly events for its members. It already has
many locations throughout Texas and plans on expanding with multiple
locations in Houston and Dallas.

EPI Center

Currently, EPI Center is transforming an historic power plant into a world-class
center that will serve as a cradle for invention and a catalyst for clean energy
innovation and technological advancement.
EPIcenter is a dynamic place where visionary entrepreneurs, technologists and
communities come together to create a brighter energy future. Leaders from
around the world will come here to research, generate and promote new ideas
surrounding new energy, and to engage citizens of all ages in discussions about
energy transformation. EPIcenter is San Antonio’s gift to the new energy industry
worldwide, as it is a local hub with global implications for the new energy
economy.

Incubators & Accelerators

AccelerateH2O

AccelerateH2O discovers, invests in, and
promotes new and existing technologies
that have potential to fill demands and
needs in Texas’ $9 billion water technology
market by addressing critical water issues,
barriers, and unique opportunities.
AccelerateH2O is a non-profit organization,
born out of the Texas Research &
Technology Foundation in 2014, that
provides open research and resources for
water technology start-ups. It plans to
provide a database of technical papers
and patents from Texas’ academic
institutions and research organizations.

RealCo

Still in its early stage, the accelerator
received a $500,000 grant from the Texas
Research and Technology Foundation to
initiate its first program focused on
identifying critical water issues within
the state. The organization will focus on
investing and promoting new and
existing technologies including direct
water reuse, concentration management,
and zero liquid discharge for
difficult-to-treat wastewaters.

RealCo specializes in helping B2B tech
start-ups with long-term support. While
providing capital for its businesses, the
incubator also identifies gap in your
business plan and offers hands-on
assistance to connect companies with
seasoned experts and down-stream
investors.
RealCo only takes on about 5-10
companies per year, which means your
start-up would receive a lot of personalized attention while working there.

BioMedSA

The Healthcare Bioscience Development Corporation San Antonio (BioMedSA) was established in 2005. BioMedSA has grown into one of
the most important accelerators of San Antonio.
BioMedSA is focused on enlarging and improving the healthcare sector in San Antonio. They work closely with U.S.
military medicine, the largest military health center in the United States. The accelerator is also closely connected
to the Chamber of San Antonio and Texas Healthcare & Bioscience Institute.

Crowdfunding
Venture Health
VentureHealth provides accredited
investors with access to high growth
opportunities in the $2.5 trillion healthcare sector. VentureHealth’s mission is to
dramatically transform clinical outcomes
by capitalizing breakthrough innovations.

Venture Capital & Angel Investors
InCube Ventures
InCbe Ventures invests
in and helps promising
life science companies.
Alamo Angels
AlamoAngels was
founded recently in
2017, but their
portfolio already
includes 10 companies.

Online resources
In addition to the many great organizations available to entrepreneurs upon visiting the Alamo City, you can start your
journey online by checking out some of the great resources online.
City of San Antonio-Economic
Development
The Economic Development landing page
leads to information about initiatives and
government resources for companies and
entrepreneurs.

San Antonio Economic Development
Foundation
The San Antonio Economic Development
Foundation is a private, non-profit
organization that helps companies
relocate and settle in San Antonio.

Startup Grind San Antonio
Start-up Grind hosts events internationally
and has many local chapters. They
regularly host speakers, networking
events and receptions.

Additional resources
Make sure to check out some more resources not specific to any city but still
helpful to entrepreneurs. There are great tools from the State of Texas and online
for any budding entrepreneur.
The Governor’s Business and
Community Development Division
The office of the Governor provides many
resources for small businesses including
incentives, help with licenses, robust
publications and more. They even have a
State Trade Expansion Program.

Small Business Administration
The Small Business Administration is an
independent agency of the federal
government dedicated to helping people
start, build and grow their business. They
help businesses with contracting,
business plans, funding and have
resources for anything an independent
business could need.

Kick Starter
Kick Starter is an online platform where
anyone can post a product or anything
they’ve created, including movies, art and
music, to receive funding from donors
from around the world. Since its inception
in 2009, 15 million people have backed
a project raising over $3.8 billion, and
148,820 projects have been successfully
funded.

Beyond Business
The Netherlands Business Support Office
Texas supports Dutch companies looking
for business opportunities in San Antonio.
Also, the Economic Development Department of the City of San Antonio offers
great information on Economic
Development and the incentives when
doing business in San Antonio.

The San Antonio Economic Development
Foundation (SAEDF) is a private, nonprofit
organization that assists businesses and
industries locate and expand into the San
Antonio area. SAEDF is supported by its
partners (City of San Antonio, Bexar
County, CPS Energy, SAWS) and more than
165 Board Members. Since 1975, SAEDF
has assisted over 450 companies with their
location and/or expansion plans.
Texas has hundreds of incubators and
accelerator programs in addition to the
prominent ones we listed in our guide. The
full list can be found here.
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