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Habitat for Humanity at work building a new home.

The 2018 Census goes online

Partnering with Habitat for Humanity to 
support people into their own home
In 2018 Habitat for Humanity wants to 
help Accessible Properties tenants get 
some extra supplies and in the future 
maybe even into their own home with 
their ReStore outlets and Assisted Home 
Ownership programme. 

Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore outlet in 
Tauranga accepts and sells quality, second 
hand goods such as furniture, clothing, 
toys and kitchenware and with a referral 
from Accessible Properties, you can 
even volunteer at the Tauranga store in 
exchange for what goods you need. 

Habitat for Humanity also runs an 
Assisted Home Ownership programme 
to help kiwis make their home ownership 
dream a reality. Tim Maurice of Habitat 
for Humanity Tauranga says “everybody 
deserves a decent place to live” is their 
motto.This programme is available to 
applicants nationwide. 

How it works is, if you’re eligible, you and 
your family give 500 hours of your time 
to helping build your home or the homes 
of others. Once your home is complete, 

you’re able to move in and make monthly 
payments directly to Habitat for Humanity. 
These payments build up a deposit for 
you which can then be used when seeking 
finance to buy your home from Habitat  
for Humanity. 

Tim says, “It’s a hand up - not a hand out.”

To find out more about the Assisted Home 
Ownership programme and see whether 
you qualify, head to Habitat for Humanity’s 
website: www.habitatforhumanity.org.nz  
To volunteer with ReStore in Tauranga, 
please contact your Tenancy Manager  
for a referral.

Every five years Stats NZ runs the census 
– counting how many people and dwellings 
there are in New Zealand. The next census 
day is 6 March 2018 and this year people 
are being asked to fill out their census 
information online.

In February, Stats NZ will send an access 
code to every household in New Zealand 
for people to use. Forms can be filled out 
using a mobile phone, desktop, laptop, or a 
tablet. Paper forms will still be available for 
those who prefer them.

Information from the census helps plan how 
billions of dollars of government funding 
is spent. Because information is collected 
about everyone in New Zealand, it can 
be used to make plans about services and 
where they should be, such as hospitals, 
kohanga reo, schools, roads, and public 
transport.

For help, or to request a paper copy of the census forms,  
call 0800 CENSUS (0800 236 787)

For more information about the census, go to census.govt.nz

Key facts
• Households will be sent an access  

code in February

• Watch out for your letter

• Every member of the household must 
complete a census form

• All information collected is conf idential

• Talk to your Tenancy Manager if you 
need help



accessibleproperties.co.nz

Tenancy Manager Judi Little with Ethel Smith.

Tips for tenants

Rotary delivers surprise to our deserving tenants

Keeping your home warm, 
dry and safe

Mould can cause serious problems 
for health and wellbeing. It is 
important to keep a clean home  
to avoid getting sick.

The bathroom is a common place 
that mould can develop. Remember 
to clean your shower regularly, 
including the drain, and spray  
anti-mould solution. 

Also look out for mould on walls 
and ceilings. This can develop over 
time and should be removed.

Windows and windowsills can also 
attract moisture, especially in the 
winter months. It is important to 
wipe these down regularly.

Should mould become an ongoing 
issue in your home, please contact 
your Tenancy Manager.

Last December Tauranga Rotary wanted 
to help people who sometimes fall under 
the radar.

They chose to team up with Accessible 
Properties and donate Christmas hampers 
to seven deserving tenants. 

“Rotary was very pleased to be able to 
offer this gift, as a way of recognising 
people who are not asking for a hand out, 
but will appreciate a gesture of kindness 
for doing the right thing,” said Treasurer  
of Rotary Tauranga, Sue Boyne.

Accessible Properties tenant Ethel  
Smith was over the moon when she  
was surprised with her hamper.

“It meant a lot. First one I’ve ever got in 
my life,” she said.

The hampers were beautifully presented 
in a washing basket filled with “quite a 
lot of stuff,” including frozen chickens, 
sausages, tomatoes, and biscuits.

Following the warm reception from 
tenants who received the 2017 hampers 
it’s an initiative Rotary is keen to continue.

“It’s something Rotary would like to get 
involved in on an annual basis,” said Sue.

Accessible Properties would like to thank 
Rotary Tauranga for their support and 
look forward to surprising some more 
tenants with Christmas hampers in 2018.

We are working on an updated Tenancy Guide. This will be distributed 
to all Accessible Properties over the coming months. If you have any 
questions about the changes, please speak to your Tenancy Manager.

Keep an eye out for your new 
Tenancy Guide


