
TIC preface

• New truck sales in 2021 fell agonisingly short of setting a new 
Australian sales record last year.

• Australian new truck and heavy van sales for the 2021 calendar year 
totalled 41,404 units, just shy of the 2018 sales record of 41,628. That 
was a short fall of 224 vehicles, or just 0.5%.

• To show how 2021 new truck sales compared to those of 2018, TIC has 
included 2018 sales to the following graphs. 

• The YELLOW line in each graph shows the month by month 2018 sales 
result for the total market, as well as each segment. 

• The other lines that are graphed show 2020 sales, 2021 sales and the 
pre-COVID - 5 year average sales (2015 to 2019), for the Australian 
truck and heavy van market (vehicles with a GVM >3.5t).



On average across all segments, new truck sales in 2021 tracked +14% 
above the 5 Year Average (2015 to 2019) and +20% above 2020 sales by 
year end 2021. Whilst the comparison of 2021 sales with the record sales 
year of 2018, shows a very close correlation, month by month.



New Light Truck and Van sales were up +22% over the 5 Year Average 
(2015 to 2019) and also up +22% over 2020 sales at the end of 2021. 
Sales in this segment in 2021 exceeded those of the record year of 2018 
by just over 10%. Japanese Light Trucks and European Vans had few, or 
no, supply issues throughout 2021 and demand for home deliveries 
remained solid. This led to continued strong growth in this segment 
throughout 2021, though sales weakened in November and December.



2021 New Medium Truck sales tracked at the same level as the 5 Year Average 
sales (2015 to 2019) throughout 2021, finishing just 52 trucks ahead of the 5 
year average by year end. Sales were however, up +12% over 2020 sales. This 
segment is dominated by Japanese sourced trucks that had few, or no, supply 
issues. Sales in this segment finished 10% below the record sales year of 2018.



New Heavy Truck sales in 2021 tracked up +10%, over the 5 Year Sales 

Average (2015 to 2019). 2021 Heavy sales exceed those of 2020 by 22%. 

However, sales in this segment were noticeably below (-10%) those of the 

record sales year of 2018. Some Heavy Truck Brands reported continued 

supply chain shortages throughout 2021 and this likely effected Heavy truck 

production both in Australia and overseas. The only month in 2021 where 

Heavy sales noticeable eclipsed those of 2018, was in December.



TIC analysis and comments

• Australian truck and heavy van sales for the 2021 calendar year 
totalled 41,404 vehicles.

• This was up a massive 6,928 vehicles, or 20.1 percent, over 2020 sales. 
It must be remembered however, that the 2020 result was heavily 
affected by COVID and while the same could be said for 2021 sales, 
the federal government financial incentives, that applied throughout 
calendar year 2021, were a significant contributing factor to the 
market’s stellar sales performance in 2021.

• 2021 new truck sales fell a mere 225 trucks short of a new Australian 
heavy vehicle sales record. That sales record is still held by 2018, when 
41,628 heavy vehicles were sold. In percentage terms, 2021 sales were 
just 0.5% down on the 2018 sales result.



TIC analysis and comments

• However, when the numbers are analysed in a little more detail, there 
are some notable differences between 2021 sales and those of 2018. 
In 2018, the market was very much driven by the sale of Heavy trucks. 
In 2021, the Heavy truck sector was much weaker. Rather, sales were 
driven by Light trucks and vans in 2021.

• Heavy truck sales in 2021 were almost 10% lower than in 2018, as 
were Medium truck sales. Conversely, Light truck and van sales were 
up by more than 10% in 2021, when compared with sales from 2018.

• This shows that while sales last year were at near record levels, the 
growth was at the bottom end of the heavy vehicle market, not at the 
top end. This may be due, in part, to supply chain issues effecting 
Heavy truck production, but more likely was a result of a lack of 
business confidence to renew the very high cost assets within
organisations, due to the ongoing uncertain economic climate 
generated by the pandemic.


